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Important U.S. Supreme Court Ruling 
Would: Affect Agcy. 7, in All States 





Earnings of theatrical agents over 
the entire country were placed in 
jeopardy Monday (27) by the unani- 
mous decision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court in Washington upholding the 
limitation of employment agency 
fees by state law. This was a com- 
plete reversal of the 12-year-old 
Ribkin vs. McBride decision, when 
the nation’s highest court ruled 
that there can be no limitation on 
commissions a licensed agent can 


collect for getting somebody a job. | 
limiting employment | 


State laws 


agency commissions vary. The Ne-| 





braska labor agency case, which re- | 


sulted in the decision on Monday, 
upheld a statute fixing a registra- 
tion fee of $2 from an employee to 
an agency, plus 10% of the first 
month’s wages. In New York, as 
another instance, the State law limits 
commissions to 5%. 

License Commissioner Paul Moss 
of New York took immediate cog- 
nizance of the decision’s importance 


(Continued on page 68) 





Collins of Crazy Crystals 
Says ‘If Urged I Will 
Run for Senatorship’ 


Mineral Wells, Texas, April 29. 





Taking a leaf from the note book, 


of Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel, 
elected through his radio 
Hal Collins, prez of the Crazy 
Crystal Co., has asked listeners to 
his daily program aired over the 
Texas Quality Network whether they 
would like to have him run for Sen- 


who was 
appeals, 


Water 


ator to fill the vacancy caused by 
the recent death of Senator Morris 
Sheppard. 

Collins telts the listeners that if 
enough listeners write in he will 
toss in his hat in the ring. 


Depressing War News 


Hypoing Nitery Biz 


The 


Joints are jumpin’ ovel 
New York town, and points west 
Czfe biz surprising the nage- 


ments and talent elike, and the com- 
mon answer is ascribed to European 
war jitters. 

Vets remark that it parallels the 
pre-World War I days, plus a sug- 
gestion of the prohibition prosperity 
period, but it’s all laid at the door 
of & common desire for escapology 
and a yen to laugh and forget the 
ill fortunes in the Balkans and other 
war zones. 


John Bullish Optimism 





London, April 29. 

The optimism of Frencis Laid- 
ler, British legit producer, seems 
to be consistent with the dog- 
matic spirit of John Bull in the 
defense of Britain. 

Laidler already has an ad- 
vance booking, at the Coliseum 
here, for his ‘Jack and the Bean- 
stalk’ pantomime show, next 
Christmas. 








| other 
‘natives allo 


Pa. Censor Irked 
AtNazi‘Newsreel 
Showings by Bund 


Philadelphia, April 29. 

Two officials of the Kyffhauser 
Bund, an organization of German | 
War Veterans, were haled on the| 
carpet last week by Mrs. Edna Car- | 
roll, chairman of the State Board | 
of Motion Picture Censors, after the | 
bund .was accused of showing un- 
censored films of the Nazi conquest 
of Norway. The officials, Peter 
Kreckmann, manager of the North | 

(Continued on page 60) 


PM’s Pro-British Drive 
Gives Staffers a Choice 
Should They Disagree 


absence or switches 
of the daily are alter- 
wed those staff members 
New York tab daily, who, 
during the period that the paper i 
conducting an all-out campaign f 
aid to Britain, feel their 


don’t coincide 





o + 
Leaves of to 


work 


of PM, 


personal 
victions with 
policy of the paper 

Ralph Ingersoll, PM’s pul 
issued that statement last week in 
a talk to the staff, during which he 
emphasized the tab’s all-out-aid-to- 
Britain campaign for a_ limited 
period. 

The campaign calls for six pages 
of current news, plus the usual de- 
partments, 
per turned over to the emphasis on 
the present emergency and the 


blisher 


‘United States need to aid Britain. 





DITTO UNLIKELY 


RNDG, GBs 





Negotiations See-Saw — Ac- 
cepfance of Disputed 
Clauses Will Clear Way 
for Prompt Settlement 
with Mutual Network 


RUNS 9 YEARS 





Despite the wrangling going on be- 


spokesmen and the board of directors 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, over 
minor clauses, at press time late 
yesterday (Tuesday) there was still 
hope in both camps that a completed 
licensing agreement would be in the 





hands of the network’s affiliates for 
study and approval by the end of 
this week. At a lete hour yesterday 


| Mutual lawyers were engaged in re- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| 


r | 


with the rest of the pa-| 


i Foote, 


| ducing to contract-form the terms, as 


they understood them, which were 
(Continued on page 58) 


WAR SONGS A 








a 
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tween Mutual Broadcasting System | 








Church Protests An 


ew on Sweater 


Gals’ and Other Cinematic ‘Laxity’ 





,% 
 s 


Guaranteed B. O. 





Boston, April 29. 

Every time a book or magazine 
is banned here its circulation | 
jumps sky wards, explained 
Police Commissioner Joseph Ti- 
milty at the annual meeting of 
the Massachusetts Society for So- 
cial Hygiene. | 

‘Benned in Boston is the best 
label for selling anything here,’ 
he observed. 














Schenck Resigns 


Chairmanship Of 
0th-Fox Board 


Joseph M. Schenck tendered his 
resignation yesterday (Tuesday) aft- 
ernoon as chairman of the board of 
directors of 20th Century-Fox Corp. 


| He has been off the company’s pay- 


JUKEBOX FLOP 


Boston, April 29. 

War songs are definitely 
nickel-grabbers, according to Charles 
prominent local jukebox 
operator. In one day he had over 
500 such recordings returned 
locations with the explanation that 
the customers want to forget the war 


roll, et his own request, since soon 
before the start of his trial in the 
N. Y. federal court for U. S. income 
tax evasions. Joseph M. Moskowitz, 
eastern representative of the com- 
{pany’s studio and convicted with 
| Schenck of the evasion charge, also 


not | 


from | 


as much as possible when they hie | 
themselves to a tavern or restaurant 
‘In my survey of over 1,000 spots 
where we have machines, I have 
found that patrons prefer happie1 
and livelier tunes,’ explained 


Foote 


Marquess of Queensberry 
Coming to America 


The Marque s of Q 1eensberry, son 
of the originator of modern prize- 
ring rules, and John E. Harding, 


who operates the National Sporting 
Club in London, are due in the U.S 
from England sometime in May 
early June. 

Charles Allen, New York agent, is 


trying to line up radio broadcasts for | 


the duo, but whether they’ll talk on 
‘ boxing or the blitz is not clear, 


or 
liebell 


| judgment and claims only $701, 


has been off the payroll voluntarily. 

Formalities of resignation were 

completed when a letter wzs de- 
(Continued on page 4) 


Tailor Who Named Guy 
Lombardo ‘Best Dressed’ 


Owes the Maestro $7,000 





Mal Rutt, New York tailor, re- 
cently nemed Guy Lombardo as one 
f America’s 25 best dressed men 
it this failed to soothe the orche 
tra leader about a $7,000 item which 
Rutt and James Balletta borrowed 
from Mrs. Lombardo in January, 
1939. Lombardo filed suit against 


both tailors in N. Y. supreme court 
Friday (25), seeking that amount. 
Loan was originally made by Lil- 
(Mrs. Guy) Lombardo, who 
subsequently assigned it to her hus- 
band. He has applied for summary 
the 


‘interest, has been paid. 


Legion of Decency shortly is ex- 
pected to seek a revision of the 
morals code for motion pictures, 
with consideration already reported 
under way by the Rev, John J. Mc- 
Clafferty, executive secretary of the 
Legion. Proposed revisions likely 
will be prepared for presentation to 
a Conference of Bishops in Wash- 
ington soon, with that body in turn 
mapping out suggestions for presen- 
tation to the Hays office. Legion 
likely will seek to have the changes 
or tightening of portions of the code 


|ineorporated into the Haysian Pro- 


duction Code on films. 

Present national defense and be- 
| lief of the Legion of Decency mem- 
| bers and other Catholic churchmen 
that the morals of men in the service 


|should be protected is the basis for 


requesting a stricter film Production 
| Code. 

Legion has reflected its growing 
alarm over morals in screen subjects 
by hopping on several pictures and 
originally spotting them in the ‘ob- 
jectionable’ classification. Although 
in all cases, the films have been 
placed in the ‘approved’ lists later 
after suggested cuts were made, the 
Catholic organizations have been 

(Continued on page 22) 





Bob Feller to Get Extra 1G 
If He Pitches No-Hitter By 
Time of Cantor Air Date 


Something different in salary con- 
ditions is the contract which Eddie 
Cantor has given Bob Feller, Cleve- 


land pitcher, for his appearance on 
the Bristol-Myers show (NBC-red) 
May 14. 


The young hurler is due to collect 
$1,000 anyway, and there is a clause 


in the agreement which assures him 
of a bonus of $1,000 if in the mean- 
time he pitches a no-hit game 


Don Flamm Defers To 
Fasley on Yanks Buy 


F lan im 0 f 
N. Y., la t week ned 
a syndicate, headed by Lee 

for the purpose of neg 
the purchase of the N. 
Yankees baseball team when he 
(Flamm) learned that James A. 
Farley was still interested in making 


Donald 
WMCA 
to join 
Sh 
tiating 


former owne! 
agecil 


ibert O~- 


Y 


a deal for himself. 

Flamm further advised Shubert 
that he would reconsider the offer if 
the former postmaster general 


should at any time drop hls plans 
about the Yankees property. 




















JACK BENNY=-TENTH YEAR | 


Starts on Page 23 
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RCA Charged Up Over Large-Screen 
Theatre Television; Thinks It's Ready os‘: 


ability that the star will report at | 


Much skepticism on the economic | 
practicability of large-screen tele- | 
vision in theatres has followed | 
RCA’s announcement at a. trade 
press conference last Friday (25) that 
apparatus is now technically ready 
and for sale. Lack of enthusiasm is 
tempered somewhat, however, by the 
realization that many another in- | 
vention has appeared equally im- | 
practical and 10 years later was ac- | 


cepted as standard. 


Thomas F. Joyce, | 
RCA v.p., who made the announce- | 


Envisaged by 


ment, is a chain of theatres to which 


will be piped by wire sporting and | 


other events. Exhibs will show reg- 


ular pictures most of the time, but | 


push up their admish for the special 
visio programs to $1, $2 or what the 
traffic will bear. 

Joyce foresees a producer buying 
up the television rights to fights, ten- 
nis matches, etc., and selling service 
on these to theatres with receiving 
apparatus. RCA exec has been talk- 
ing with Mike Jacobs and Col. John 
Reed Kilpatrick of Madison Square 
Garden, hoping to interest them in 
turning television producers for the 
sporting events they promote. 

Apparatus per theatre will cost 


$30,000, Joyce said, although this, 


might come down to one-half if there 


were sufficient demand. Equipment | 


is bought, not leased, by the house. 


Line charges, Joyce estimated, would | 


be another $200 a week. What the 
(Continued on page 52) 


Saga of Anthony Ross 
And His 3 Backstage 





Pianos at Fulton, N. Y. 





Anthony Ross, who plays the 
would-be playwright-cop in ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ at the Fulton, N. Y., is 
a would-be concert pianist whose 
ambition recently almost crowded 
him out of his dressing room back- 
stage. It happened this way: 

As he doesn’t come on until about 
half-way through the second act, 
Ross figured he might get in some 


piano practice during the first act. | 


He couldn’t play the piano which 
was in a back corner of the stage 
because it would be audible out 
front. So he arranged with the prop- 
erty man to have the piano moved 
(Continued on page 71) 


Franklin's Son Will Run 
Chain of Mexican Nabes 


Los Angeles, April 29. 

Elbert Franklin, son of Harold B. 
Franklin, who died a week ago in 
Mexico City, is selling the family 
home in Beverly Hills and moving 
across the border to earry on op- 
eration of the neighborhood chain 
planned by his father and Theodore 
Gilred in the Mexican capital. 

Deal calls for 10 nabe houses, de- 
signed by the Los Angeles archi- 
tect, S. Charles Lee. 








Burley Maestro Again 


Named Peace Justice 
St. Louis, April 29. 

Frank Reidelsberger, leader of the 

house band at the Grand theatre, 

local burlesque, has been re-elected 

Justice of the Peace in nearby 
Venice, Ii. 

It’s his fifth consecutive term as 


J. € P. e 





| = 


Mono’s Musical | 
Hollywood, April 29. 


Sam Katzman bought ‘Sis, Boom, 
Bah,’ a stage musical, to be presented 
on the road in Southern California 
before its production as a picture for | 
Monogram release. 

Play opens May 2 at San Ber- 
nardino, with tentative dates in Ven- 
tura, Bakersfield and Santa Barbara. 





Aherne With MacDonald 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Metro signed Brian Aherne as the 
male topper in the Jeanette Mac- 
Donald singing play, ‘Smilin’ 
Through.’ 

Filming starts this week with Vic- 
tor Saville producing and Frank | 
Borzage directing the remake. 


| quences in 
| Henie starrer, 


|rights to ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ 


tual Monday nights for the American | Pasternak 


| grey-haired, 


| machine-gun staccato that belied his | 


| work of the newsreel men who meet 


Jack Benny’s WB Pic 


April 29. 
Jack penny and Warners are set 
with 





Hollywood, 


ithe Burbank lot before checking in 





|} mount. 
| Meanwhile, the 


| ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at 


Horse Theatres 


Benny _ starrer, 
20th-Fox, has 


‘Make every theatre a pari- been moved ahead to start May 14. 


mutuel outpost,’ was suggested | Benny and Bob Hope will be 
Friday (25) by Thomas F. Joyce, | paired by Paramount in ‘We Want 
v.p. of RCA. Houses, he de- /|@ Girl Friend.’ Robert Kent is 
clared, could be connected with screenplaying his original. 


Fritz Kreisler Sill 
ritical; Vielinist Had 


racetracks by television so that 
patrons could see better than in 
the grandstand. 

Every theatre so hooked up, 
he said, then could open a pari- ¢ 
mutuel window at the back to 
| accept bets on the races, just as 
is done at the track. Scheme 
would serve not only better than 
bingo to fill houses in the after- 
noon, Joyce predicted, but would 
provide the Government with 
added sources of taxes for de- 
fense. 








Fritz Kreisler, who received a 
| fractured skull Saturday (26) when 
he was run down by a truck while 
'crossing the street in New York 
has no concert engagements sched- 
uled until July. He is booked for 


TOM MITCHELL MAY BE | Stadium, N.Y. Sage ee 








prob- | 


| for his next commitment at Para- | 


| 


No Immediate Bookings 


ments later in the summer are | 
LAID UP THREE MONTHS merely tentative. His fall tour is 


|}also in only a preliminary booking 

| stage. 
Austrian-born 

Roosevelt hospital. 





Hollywood, April 29. 
Thomas Mitchell, wounded in a 
horse-and-buggy accident on loca- 
;tion with ‘The Devil and Daniel 


Webster’ picture at RKO, is still in | ually responding to treatment. His 
the hospital, suffering from skull | condition was admittedly still seri- 
contusions. He may be laid up for ous. Besides the skull fracture, 
three months. 

Injury has caused a stoppage of 
‘The Devil’ and is causing a change 
in preparations for ‘Unexpected 
Uncle,’ in whieh Mitchell was slated 
for an important role, starting 
May 1. 

RKO is trying to borrow Edward 
| Arnold for his role in ‘Devil and 
Daniel Webster,’ after Alfred Lunt | 
| rejected it because of an attack of 
neuritis. About 10 days’ work was 
done over because of Mitchell’s in- 


juries. 
next October during the Fair. 


Plenty of Ice But Few Left as it has been since the Kyser 


Skaters for H wood Pix | ever’: the big structure will seat 


6,000 persons. 
planned for the auto show. 


violinist is in 
N. Y., where his 


day) that he had not fully regained 


(Continued on page 70) 


Texas State Fair Maps 
6,000-Seat Dallas Nitery 


Dallas, April 29. 














Kay Kyser dance at Fair Park Auto- 
mobile Building, April 20, officials 
of the Texas State Fair have begun 
plans for operating the spot ‘as the 
largest night club in the Southwest’ 














Hollywood, April 29. 
Shortage of skaters is slowing up 


| x 7? 
production in Hollywood where ice McCarey s Term Pact 


performers are listed as chorus men | As 20th-Fox Director 
or chorus girls, according to their | : 
Hollywood, April 29. 


gender. 

Twentieth-Fox casters demanded 
48 boy and girl blade artists for se- 
‘Sun Valley,’ the Sonja 
and wound up with 
17, although 180 are registered as 
skaters at Central Casting. Screen 
Actors Guild is working out a plan 
to issue waivers on skaters who are 
not registered as actors. Currently 
190 are skidding on the rinks at 
Metro and Warners. 


term contract as director at 20th- 
Fox. 
Signing followed McCarey’s direc- 


on the Westwood lot. 


Pasternak’s 0.0. in N.Y. 








Universal producer Josegh 
ternak arrived in New York yester- 
day (Tuesday) for a visit of severel 
days. He’ll see a number of shows 
and look over talent lined up by U’s 
| eastern talent chief, Larney Good- 
| kind. 


Lubitsch Seeks Air Serial 
Ernst Lubitsch is dickering with 
the A. & S. Lyons office for the film 


mystery comedy series now on Mu- 


came to New York 
from New Orleans, where he at- 

Lubitsch would use it to cover the | tended preem of his latest, ‘Lady 

one picture commitment that he has | From New Orleans.’ He stopped over 
with United Artists by way of Sol/|in Philly for e few days on his way: 
Lesser. north to visit his sister. 


(.M. Pathe Clippers Into N Y: Recalls 
1906 Pessimism on U.S. Film Vision 


| Can Co, 











By GEORGE FROST | nor, 
Take the word of a 


as many of the veteran news- 
78-year-old, | men realized, one who knew so much 
bespectacled French- | |amore about their business than they 
man, the modern newsreel has ‘sur- | did. 

passed by far the fondest dreams of | Pathe related that he came to a 
its founder.” The sage was Charles | Jersey City studio in 1906 much to 
M. Pathe, who gave we Yankees our | the disgust of the directorate of his 
initial peek at screened news records | Paris company, founded 18 months 
back in 1906. Flying into LaGuardia | before, who were certain that Ameri- 
Field, New York, abozrd Pan-Ameri- | cans lacked the ‘artistic appreciation’ 
can Airways’ Dixie Clipper with his 


necessary for the success of the or- 
wife, Antoinette, on Thursday (24), | ganization. With four cameramen 
the founder of Pathe News asserted | 
that he ‘will most surely go to Holly- | 
wood while here.’ 


Mouthing his native 


work’ the first news celluloid made 
| its appearance, he said. As shipments 
in a/| of European reels begen to arrive the 
American unit soon was sending out 
| bi-weekly releases, the elderly gen- 
tleman recalled. 
Perhaps the clearest picture of 
ell the trans-Atlantic Clippers. Never | Charles Pathe, pioneer and venturer, 
had they a subject so willing to pose | (Continued on page 63) 


lingo 


years, 
most 


Pathe, naturally enough, was 
interested in observing the 


physicians said late yesterday (Tues-| John tipped his bottle and Jack tipped his toupee. 


consciousness, although he was grad- | getting fan mail from Burma Shave signs. 


Kreisler’s injuries were said to be) 


and ‘a great deal of faith and hard- 





| questions. 
Because of the big turnout for the | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Another building is | 


| Eavesdropped at Rhum-Boogie: 


Ray McCarey was signed to a long | 


tion of three pietures as a freelancer | 


Pas- | 


Universal picture, ‘In the Navy,’ are 


|them as far as Cuba and fetches | 


| 


} 


——— 


THE BERLE-ING POINT } 


| ; By Milton Berle 
POSS SSSSESSSOSSESSEEFSCEEFSEESOOD OOOOH +4 





SOOO eteoeese 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Gave my first Hollywood get-together at the Beverly Hills Hotel pool 
Sunday aft (27). A “Mack Sennett Bathing Party.” It was such a success 
Billy Rose wanted to send it out on tour. 

All the stars in Hollywood showed up. One of the glamour girls, who is 
known for being ritzy, showed us all up—she brought along her own 
swimming pool, 

Mickey Rooney arrived with a bathing suit that had a photograph of 
himself and his picture credits on it. 

Everybody brought a girl. Richard Himber came with a bag—full of 
tricks. 

We ended the party with a successful treasure hunt—my brother found 
a job. 

Broadway Department 

George Jesse] will surely be deferred in the draft—he has a child to 
support. 

It's been so chilly out here. I think I'll come back to New York for some 
California weather. 

Since that plug on Fred Allen’s radio show, Lindy’s is,getting very ex- 
clusive. Instead of serving herring with tails, Leo Lindy now serves them 
with cutaway coats “ 

Understand that business was so bad at the Roseland on Broadway that 
they hung out a sign saying, ‘The Army Needs Men—and So Do We.’ 

Maxie Rosenbloom is taking no chances of being sued. He has his cauli- 
flower ear in his wife’s name. 

Al Norman—the dancingoon—wishes the.Regent and Franklin would 
open again. He says: “Those are the only theatres where I’ve ever stopped 
the show.’ 

Holly woodiana 

In ‘Sun Valley’ I play a sceme where I kiss Sonja Henie for 30 seconds, 
I got so excited, even the hands on my watch wanted to hold her. 

Orson Welles is making a sequel to ‘Citizen Kane’ called ‘Citizen-News’ 
and will be released at 8c a copy. 

Saw Jack Benny bump into John Barrymore at Ciro’s the other night. 


Crosby and Hope have been in so many road pictures that they are now 


Music Department 
Do you think BMI songs will bring back fire horses? 
Glenn Miller knows a musician whose body is so full of ‘alcohol he even 
gets ‘High on a Windy Hill’ 
Just written a new tune, ‘The Peneil and Paper Song’—‘I Dot My ‘I’ on 
You.’ 
Radie Department 
Fred Allen wires that he knows a certain radio comedian who hasn’t 
been feeling so well lately—he was hit by a dropped option. 
Know a certain gag writer who always listens to the radio for his ma- 
terial. He just had his cars insured for $20,000. 
Radio is a great educator. Nowadays, children don’t ask their parents 
Instead they send into quiz shows and, get $5 for them. 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Bing Crosby: From Nags to Riches. ..Joe Frisco: Utter-Mutter-Stutter... 
Oakie-Carradine: Jack and the Beanstalk...Maxie Rosenbloom: Left at the 
Emily Post...Vie Mature-Tommy Manville: Nen of Girls’ Town. 
Obser vations 
Oranges are plenty cheap out here. They don’t charge you for the juice 


| —-just for the electricity used to squeeze them 


Just found out what an F.H.A. home is: Front room—hall—and alcove. 

I don’t mind my laundry man having charge accounts, but he doesn’t 
have to use my cuffs for a memo pad. 

Eavesdropped on Stage 8: ‘Who, him? 

Eavesdropped at Mocambo: ‘ 
| for himself.’ 


He's a Super-ham.’ 
In that show he made an illegitimate name 


‘Am I glad I'm two-faced—now people 
can talk behind my back.’ 

I don’t have to act in pictures for a living—I could sell handkerchiefs 
| to Bette Davis. 
Whatever Became of ? 
Pisano and “Landauer Joe's Blue Front 
Jim and Betty Page Rising Generation 
Gilbert and Brody Pat Henning’s Juggleland 

Afterpiece 

When your're rich, people hate you. 

I'm glad I have a dog for a friend. 


Andrews Sis on Long ‘FILM CLIPS TO AID 
Tour Between Pictures SALE OF U.S. BONDS 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Film industry goes into the Na- 
_ tional Defense campaign in a new 
stepping out on a tour which takes | V@Y this week, making clips to be 
inserted into newsreels, shorts and 
features plugging the sale of the 
Government’s new defense savings 
stamps and bonds. Robert Taplinger, 
in Hollywood, is cooperating with 
Howard Dietz, in New York, to start 
the first film-raising drive, to be 
ready for general release early next 
month. 

Sters from all the major studios 
will take part in the drive and radio 
transcriptions will also be sent to 
Washington for distribution by the 
| networks around the country. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Zoe Akin. 

Leon Ames. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
William Gehring. 
Nedda Harrigan. 
Lois January. 
Gordon Jones. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Sidney R. Kent. 





This is a funny world. 


When you're 
| poor, they dislike you. 








Hollywood, April 29. 
Andrews Sisters, currently in the 


them back to the same studio for 
their next picture about Oct. 1. 


Trip opens with five one-nighters | 
|in northern California, then back to 
Hollywood for three weeks at the 
Palladium. Other’ stops. include 
Atlanta, Havana, Washington, At- 
lantic City and Philadelphia, with 
la stopover in New York for Decca 
| recordings. 





L.A. to N. Y. 


Harry Ackerman. 
Carol Bruce. 

Vic Connors. 
Dan Dailey, Jr. 
B. G. De Sylva. 
Johnny Hyde. 
Bob Lee. 

Fred LeRoy. 
Diana Lewis. 
Myke Lewis. 
Kenneth MacKenna. 
Norman McLeod. 








i William Kupper. 
Harry Mines. ‘ 
Oscar Morgan. Charles E. McCarthy. 
Roger Pryor. 
Art Moss. gy A 
Williem Powell. ay Puisiter. 


Williem Sussman. 
Herman Wobber. 


Addison Randall. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Herman Sims. 
George Skouras. 
Glenhall Taylor. 
Spencer Tracy. 

Mrs. Ollie Traggardh. 
Frank Whitbeck. 





SAILINGS 
April 26 (West Indies Cruise), 
Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck 
(America). 
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ROSE'S ‘MED SHOWS’ IRK 4-A’S 








Many Show People Now Engaged TORS BI AQUY 


In Hemispheric Defense Work in D. C. 








# 


Washington, Apri] 29. 
Branching out of Federal publicity 
and morale agencies in connection 


with expansion of the military and 
naval forces and organization of na- 
tional resources for defense purposes 
has brought many film industry peo- 
ple to Washington as part of the big 
parade from civilian life to public 
service, either in uniform or mufti. 
The numerous Government agencies 
involved in preparedness and de- 
fense activities are summoning ex- 
perts and advisors from all branches 
of the picture business. 


With Government payrolls mush- 
rooming, anything like a complete 
check of the individuals with indus- 
try connections or acquaintances 
now working for Uncle Sam is 
patently impossible. There are 
scores, anyway, now taking or giving 
orders who were drafted from film 
ranks or volunteered to do their bit 
as executive, hired hand, or advisor. 

The Army naturally has caught a 
large number of picture people, 
since so many persons in one branch 
or another belonged to the Reserves 
or were veterans of the 1917-18 push. 
Just how many are scattered over 
the map cannot even be guessed, but 
every arm of the military service 
has some. Big names are mingled 
with semi-anonymous studio work- 
ers, newsreel legmen, and distribu- 

(Continued on page 22) 


DANNY KAYE SLATED 
FOR N.Y. PAR DATE 


Danny Kaye, following the tem- 
porary closing of ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
at the Alvin, N.Y., when Gertrude 
Lawrence follows through in June 
on her plans to visit London, will 
play the Paramount, N.Y., on an old 
contract. Date is not definite, but it 
will probably start the last week in 
June. Even if Miss Lawrence does 
not go to London, she will take a 
vacation that will darken ‘Lady’ for 
the summer, 

The Par has booked Beatrice Kay 
(of Joe E. Howard's ‘Gay Mineties’ 
radio show) as complement to the 
first appearance in a Broadway thea- 
tre of Vaughn Monroe’s orch, dated 
to start June 4. 











Lionel Atwill’s Son, 21, | 
Killed in RAF Combat 


Hollywood, April 29. | 
Lionel Atwill, screen player, has | 
received word from the British Air 
Ministry that his son, John Arthur 
Atwill, an officer in the Royal Air 
Force, was reported killed in action 
April 26. 
Atwill’s son was 21 years old. 











Fechit’s Fancy Raiment 
Jams Him With the U.S. 


Stepin Fechit must pay the 
Government $498 for smuggling 
three suits valued at $95 each across 
the Canadian border. Judge Mur- 
ray Hulbert in N.Y. federal court 
entered judgment for the U. S. Mon- 
day (28). 

On January 28, 1940, while cross- | 
ing the border at Port Huron, Michi- 
gan, Fechit declared one suit and 
had three friends bring in the 
others. The damages secured in the | 
judgment include the value of the 
suits plus penalties. 


Canada Lee’s Band Yen | 


Canada Lee, a in ‘Native 
Son,’ Broadway legit, is planning to 
orgenize a band of. his own. He is 
a violinist and was for a time a 
jockey and prize-fighter, among other 
things. In the latter profession he 
lost the sight of one eye. 

Colored actor owns a small eatery 
in Harlem, the Chicken Coop. 








| threatened to punch h 


| viously he 
| Clarke Silvernall in presenting Eng- 


, Swap’ 


| the 
nant. 


LaGuardia’s Quip 





Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 
participating in the special 
‘Young America Wants to Help’ 
broadcast Sunday (27) morning, 
brought his eight-year-old son 
Eric to the studio with him. 
Also appearing on the show was 
Ezra Stone, who plays Henry 
Aldrich on the ‘Aldrich Family’ 
series. 

After the program, the Mayor 
told Stone that the LaGuardia 
household always listens to the 
‘Aldrich Family.’ Explaining to 
Stone that Eric wanted to meet 
him, the Mayor looked around 
for his son, but the youngster 
wasn’t to be seen. ‘I can never 
find him,’ Hizzoner remarked, 
‘he’s a regular Henry Aldrich.’ 


Lee Shubert, Sax On 
Verge of a Purge, But 
No Blows Are Struck. 


| 

During a recent gathering of man-'! 
agers in the offices of the League of 
New York Theatres, personalities 
were indulged in but threatened fisti- 
cuffs were averted. Carol Sax, in- 
termittent producer, made various re- 
marks about the Shuberts. Lee 
Shubert walked over to Sax and 
im in the nose 
if he did not desist. Latter then said 
he’d hesitate to sock a man of Shu- 














bert’s age, which if heard by that 

showman might have really started 

combat. | 
Aftermath of the incident is the 


likely revamping of membership re- 
quirements. Ordinarily, managers of | 
theatres pay $10 weekly while open, 
same assessment going for producers | 
each week the show is lighted.| 
Some time ago inactive members 
were required to pay $50 per year, 
same to be applied against the weekly 
payments when such members be- 
come active. Understood the annual | 
minimum will again become effec-| 
tive, in that way keeping down) 
‘dead wood’ from admittance to) 
meetings. 
Sax was concerned in one or 
Broadway shows which flopped, 
teamed with the 


two 
Pre- 
late 


lish language shows in _ Paris. 
League people say he has been a 
headache at previous meetings. 


AMOS ’N ANDY SUED 
FOR $50,000 DAMAGES 


Los Angeles, April 29. 
Damage suit for $50,000 was filed 
in Superior Court against Amos and 





| Andy (Freeman Gosden and Charles 
| Correll) by 


Boris Travnikoff, charg- 
of a black- 
‘stop and 


ng the unauthorized use 
face dialog based on the 
idea. National Broadcasting 
Co. is named as co-defendant. 

Travnikoff, who ig also known as 
William Crow, charges that he wrote 
a series of dialogs, broadcast in 1934 
and 1935 over KMTR and KHJ, with 
‘stop and swap’ idea predomi- 
Complaint calls for $25,000 in 
damages and another $25,000 for in- 
terference in the production of a 
picture based on the ‘stop and swap’ 
motif, 








$ b he 
Mr. Zero’ as Pic Hero 
Death recently of the New York 
a ‘y character known as ‘Mr. 
Zero.’ who fed, clothed and other- 
wise helped thousands of iown-and- 
outers, has given two film companies 
inspiration for pictures. 
Larney Goodkind, Universal’s story 
editor, was first with the idea, the 
company registering the labels, ‘Alias 
Mr. Zero’ and ‘Mr. Zero of the 


laid claim to 
two titles 


RKO later 
and the same 


Bi ywery.’ 
‘Mr. Zero’ 


| staked out by U. 


NOT CONSULTED 


Billy Rose Worked Directly 
with Robert E. Sherwood 
—Emily Holt (AAAA) 
and Bert Lytell (Equity) 
First Read of It in a Press 
Release 





a 


NAMES LINED UP 





Billy Rose, 


‘medicine shows’ to play the Army 
camp circuit for free, has brought 
the wrath of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America down on his 
head. 

Rose worked directly with Robert 
E. Sherwood, 2 member of the Gov- 
ernment’s Joint Army & Navy Com- 
mittee on Recreation, and through 
him with Washington. Result was 
that publicity in yesterday’s (Tues- 
day) papers was the first the Four 
A’s committee on camp shows knew 
of Rose's activities. 

Emily Holt, chairman of the Four 
A’s camp entertainment committee 
and 
American Federation of Radio 
tors, admitted yesterday that the 
Rose plans had broken so suddenly 
she had no idea what action would 
be taken on them by the Four A’s. 
Similar reaction was obtained from 
Bert Lytell, chairman of Equity’s 
committee on camp shows. 

Mrs. Holt, asked if there were any 
possibility that the Four A’s might 
attempt to stop the shows, said it was 
more likely it would take them over, 
or take over their supervision. 

‘In the interests of cooperation,’ 

(Continued on page 21) 


TOURS DIXIE 
POOLROOMS 


After a 16-month buildup on CBS 

sustaining, CBS is sending the 
Golden Gate Quartet on tour open- 
ing May 30 at the Earle, Washing- 
ton. Oddest part of the itinerary 
already set by Jack Bertell of CBS 
Artists Bureau are those conglom- 
| erated one-nights, including pool- 
rooms, taverns, as well as churches 
| and auditoriums. 
| For some reason the colored har- 
monists are in demand in the Dixie 
‘amusement clubs’ (as the poolroom- 
billiard parlors are called) as well as 
in Baptist churches — which are 
willing to pay a fancy fee 








ECCLESIASTICAL SCARE 


Disturbs Gaiety 
Peeler 


Minister 

Burleycue 
and Qld Lace,’ at 
and the burlesque 


Stage 


Casts of ‘Arsenic 
the Fulton, N. Y., 


show at the Gaiety have become 
rather chummy, since the stagedoors 
of the two houses are in the same 
alley off West 46th street. When 


various members of either company 
are offstage they frequently go across 
to the other house to watch the 
show from the wings. 

Several nights ago Wyrley Birch, 
who plays the minister in ‘Arsenic,’ 


was making his first visit backstage 
| at the Gaiety when one of the strip- 
pers spotted him. Startled by the 
ministerial outfit, she nudged an- 
other peeler and muttered, ‘My 
Gawd, the ‘- ice is raided.’ 


Katheyn Geayoon’ $ , Discs 


Kathryn Grayson, y yuthful singer 
(who took Mickey Rooney’s dictation 
in ‘And y Hardy s Private Secretary’) 
will recor¢ for Victor Records on 
both Red Seal classical and Black 
Seal popular labels. 

She does her initial recordings on 
| the Coast within next couple weeks. 


° ° | 
in detouring the per-| 
former unions to arrange big-name | 





Causes Pix Biz 


35,000 Cost for Mexico City Trek 


to Re- Appraise 


Worth of Hemispheric Solidarity 





Blockhead Mayor 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Juiciest plum that can fall in 
the lap of a kid is to be chosen 
honorary mayor of Los Angeles 
during Boys Week, which began 
yesterday (Mon.). So who gets 
it? A stick of wood by the name 
of Charlie McCarthy. 

Hal Block, Coast head of 
NBC’s press department, engi- 
neered the stunt in spite of the 
fact that Mayor Fletcher Bowron 
is in the heat of a campaign for 
reelection and it may cost him a 
few votes from fathers of doting 
sons who went on a terrific pitch 
to land their offspring in the 
City Hall. 


Journal Publishes the 
Welles Script Hearst 
| Calls s ‘Propaganda’ 














nationel exec secretary of the | 
Ac- | 


Milwaukee, April 29. 
Subtle refutation by the Milwau- 
kee Journal of the attacks made by 
William Randolph Hearst's local 
newspaper, The Sentinel, upon Orson 
Welles for alleged communistic lean- 
ings in the CBS broadcast of the 
ree Company’s production of ‘His 
Honor, The Mayor’ is attracting wide 


attention in this area and adding fuel | 


to the controversy that will make 
RKO’'s production of ‘Citizen Kane’ 
historically memorable. 

While The Journal would not 
deign to make an out-and-out open 
attack upon Hearst or his local pa- 
per, it obtained the complete script 
of the Orson Welles broadcast and 
published it in its entirety over 
three successive days. The Journal 


while reserving direct editorial com- | 


ment, indicated its attitude in the 
headlines given the Welles’ script. 
Hearst campaign, which had come 


| to a virtual standstill, took on life 


|today (Tuesday) with a new load of | 


| ammunition—disclosure that Welles 
lis one of organizers of a ‘Citizens’ 
Committee for Harry’ Bridges.’ 
Hearst papers have long been as- 
sailing the Coast labor leader as an 
alien Communist and linked Welles’ 
name with his in page 
throughout the country. 


BOB HOPE TO EMCEE FOR 
LEGION IN MILWAUKEE 


Milwaukee, April 29. 


Although the date is five months 
away, Bob Hope has Officially ac- 
cepted an invitation to be master of 
ceremonies for the American Legion 
eonvention here, starting Sept. 15 
Pat O’Brien and Spencer Tracy, a 
coupla local boys who made good, 
have also promised to be here fo1 
the festive days 

City generally is having its face 


lifted for.the big event. Some of 
keepers are all het up 
because Lakes passenger 
steamships will be in port to aug- 
ment local hotel facilities, and the 
liquor men are worried about com- 
petition from the floating bars. 


the tavern 


Great 


Buster Keaton Featured 


Hollywood, April 29. 


Buster Keaton, once a star in his 
wn right, checked in at Republic 
for a featured role in ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 
Judy Canova plays the star part in 
the hillbilly picture which went int 


work yesterday (Mon.). 

Misunderstanding, which delayed 
the picture about a week, was 
smoothed out after a huddle between 
actress and M. J. Seigel, studio head 
They had been fussing about w ho 
picks the cast. 


one stories 


Picture company are 
attempting to re-appraise the recent 
Mexico City goodwill junket, 
nally framed for 
0’ Gold,’ 
($35,000), and 


executives 


origi- 
ballyhoo on ‘Pot 
light of its cost 
are trying to figure 
out if the wholeszle treks to the 
Latin-Americas, outlined as vital to 
the cementing of ‘hemisphere soli- 
diarity,’ justify such*lerge outlays of 
cash. 

They are sizing up the situation by 
asking these questions: (1) Will the 
good-neighbor policy trips by an aver- 
age of two film personalities per major 
company justify what now promises 
to be $500,000 ennual expenditure. 
even if done on a modest scale? (2)° 
Are such visits and a surplus of 
them welcomed by Latin-American 
residents? (3) Does the danger of 
offending native residents by, some 
picture celebs who may not fit into 
the new surroundings warrant these 
| wholesale treks? 

It is generally known that there 
have been repercussions from the 
| Mexico City junket. The $35,000 
laid out by the Hays organization is 
being reapportioned among eight 
major companies, the larger firms 
paying more. Because the matter of 


in the 





(Continued on page 71) 


U.S. ARMY BOOKS PAIR 
_ AFTER N.Y. PAR DATE 
| 


| 
| Two 





performers will virtually 
march out of the New York Para- 
|mount, following their two-week 
dates beginning May 7, into the U. 
S. army. They are Jack Leonard, 
singer, and Chick (and Lee) Sim- 
| mons. 

Both have been placed in 1-A 
classifications, subject to immediate 
call, which means some time in May. 
| Leonard had been deferred by his 





draft board until the Par date was 
completed. 
] 
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Shurlock May Succeed Joe Breen; Hays 
Purity Coder Adamant on Resigning 








by his N. Y. office as being in the 
middlewest for a vacation and rest, 
selection of a successor to Joseph L. 
Breen, who resigned 
head of the Motion 
ducers & Distributors Assn. Produc- 
tion Code Administration, be 
delayed for some time. 


last week as 


may 


Although under pressure from 
important studio heads to stay 
on as head of the Hays office 
Production Code Administration, 
Joe Breen, in Hollywood, re- 
iterated Monday (28) that he is 
‘definitely’ quitting as soon as 
Will Hays names his successor. 
Breen is taking a vacation with 
his wife and is not interested in 
an offer by Jock Whitney to 
make a goodwill tour to South 
America, all expenses paid. He 
doesn’t want to be bound by 
any itinerary. He also scoffed 
at RKO produttion rumors. [As 
mentioned in the RKO revamp 
story, page 5, trade reports per- 
sis® Breen and Schaefer have 
been ‘talking.’] 


Because Hays is not expected back 
at his desk in New York for another 
ttwo weeks, speculation has developed 
as to Breen’s possible successor. 
While Hollywood observers believe 
Francis Harmon, already assistant di- 
rector of the PCA in charge of the 
eastern branch, will be shifted to 
Breen’s vacated post, N. Y. execu- 
tives considered Geoffrey Shurlock. 
veteran first assistant to Breen. as 


the logica] successor as PCA head. | 
Also mentioned for the job are Jock | 


Lawrence, now with the Hays or- 
g2nization on the Coast, and Harold 
Smith, formerly Haysian represent- 
ative in Europe, now assistant in the 
Hays foreign department in N. Y. 
Harmon Held East 
Because Harmon is executive as- 
sistant to Hays, spot he was elevated 
to when Maurice McKenzie resigned 
because of ill health, and is serving 
as Coordinator of National Defense 
activity for the film business, it ap- 
pears dubious he would head PCA 
activity permanently. What is more 
likely is that he might go to the 
Coast temporarily and assist or help 
break in any Breen suecessor be- 
cause Hays has no desire to let him 
leave his work in the east. Probably 


would take three to six months for | 


any newcomer to break in as PCA 
head with a Coast veteran in this 
(Continued on page 22) 


Dai'y Warns H’wood 
Not to Backslide Now 





Picture Pro- 


With Will Hays officially reported Laurel, Hardy Signed | 


By 20th for Army Film 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Twentieth-Fox signed Stan Laure 
and Oliver Hardy to co-star in a 
military comedy, ‘Forward March.’ 
Deal carries an option on the comics 
| for a term pact. 
| Studio is working up a heavy sales 
|} campaign in Mexico, where the team 
recently appeared in connection with 
ithe motion picture festival. They | 
| have been making stage appearances | 


| for the past 18 months. 


Fitzgibbon Vice 
N.L. Nathanson — 
In F. P Canada? 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Doubted that N. L. Nathanson, 
president of Famous Players-Canad- 
ian Corp., Paramount subsidiary 
‘operating around 170 theatres, will 
‘remain with the company at the ex- 
piration of his contract this coming 
July. Matter of continuance was re- 
ported discussed at an annual meet- 
ing of the board last Thursday (24) 
and may come up again this Friday | 
(2) when Barney Balaban, Neil F. | 
Agnew and Austin C. Keough go up 
to Toronto for the annual stock- 
holders sessiory, 

Aside from accounts that Nathan- 
son might prefer to step out of FP-C 
|; due to increased activity in connec- 
'tion with British-Canadian defense 
and other interests outside of Par 
which he has, it is reported that 
there has been some friction be- 
tween Nathanson and Par of late. 
Not only this, but a demand for dif- 
|ferent terms under a new contract | 
to apply from July, may result in a | 
|failure to get together on renewal. | 
| The matter has been discussed 
|prior to last week’s meeting of the | 
FP-C board which was attended by 
|Balaban and Keough. Latter was 
previously in Toronto about three 


| Nathanson or other matters on that 
| eceasion. 
| In the event Nathanson 
| Famous Players, it is probable that 
J. J. Fitzgibbon, vice president and 
general manager of the circuit, would 
|sueceed him. If leaving the com- 
| pany it is expected Nathanson would 
continue his stock interest. Par has 


in 1929, but a minority of this stock 


b] ° * 
That Breen 8 Quitting control through the common, bought 





Detroit, April 29, 


the retirement of Joe 

from the Hays office for its 
the Detroit News editorially 
warned Hollywood to stick to the 
norm of prevailing taste and the 
conceptions of decency. All news- 
papers here gave Breen’s retirement 
a heavy play and placed the em- 
phasis on the fact that his much- 
feared censorship had resulted in a 
general improvement and _ wider 
range of entertainment value in the 
movies. 

The News followed up with the 
editorial point that, from the time a 
picture script starts going on paper, 
it is subject to censorship of some 
kind, not done until it is passed by 
the last parent worrving about the 
le‘sure activities of his offspring. 

The News concluded that produc- 
ers had started to chafe under their 
present restraints and made Breen’s 
position too uncomfortable to be 
bearable. It added that if this was 
an indication that the pictures were 
returning to the era which first 
brought in the Hays office’s self 
regulation there now have grown un 
plenty of other censoring bodies, ad- 
justed to the current type of fare, 
which will xercise their power after 
the studios have made their invest- 
ments and produced the pictures. 

While not mentioning the Legion 
ef Decency, still functioning, the 
News called attention to the police 


Taking 
Breen 
peg, 


in many cities empowered to edit or | 


bar pictures, the Parent groups 
which have grown up and ‘the in- 
dividual right of veto.’ What's more, 
the News declared, Hollywood had 
made plenty of its greatest pictures 
wnder the so-called restraints. 


as well as $5,500,000 in bonds are 
held in Canada by Nathanson and 
others. 

In addition to controlling a string 
of exchanges in Canada and 75 the- 
|atres that are not in the FP-C chain 
but linked under various partner- 
ships outside, Nathanson is also vice 
chairman of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. 





‘Now Sing Your Way Back 





Holiywood, April 29. 

Alice Faye, returned from 2 New 
York vacation, goes back there dra- 
matically in ‘The Bowery Night- 
ingale’ as her next starrer at 20th- 
Fox. 

Picture is Mark Hellinger’s first 
production on the Westwood lot. It 
starts early in June, with John Mee- 
han scripting a story by Oliver H. P. 
Garrett. 


‘will head the new department. 


| tional 


weeks back but not known whether | 
he discussed a new contract with | 


left | 


| ing. | 
Schenck has told friends that if the | 
Court of Appeals acts favorably upon | 


Thrown for a Cut 





Hollywood, April 29. 

Too much bull stuff, not con- 
nected with the bullring, caused 
the Hays office to order deletion 
of certain scenes in the 20th-Fox 
picture, ‘Blood and Sand.’ 

Objection is to a dance num- 
ber in which Rita Hayworth 
impersonates a bull and Tyrone 
Power simulates a matador. 


NYU's Pix Course; 
Already Has Film 
Writing Classes 


New York University, which has 











| been offering screen writing courses 
| for the past two yevrs, will establish 
a motion picture department, said to | 


be the first in the east, next Septem- 





Judge Proskauer May Step Into 
Schenck-Moskowitz Case on Appeal 





+ 


‘Belle Starr’ Shoots Up 
| Tradition at 20th-Fox 
| 


Hollywood, April 29. 

20th-Fox is following the his- 
| torical order in the filming of ‘Belle 
Starr,’ which costs more money but 
‘helps the emotional scenes, accord- 
ing to Irving Cummins, director. 
| Under the procedure, seldom fol- 
| lowed in pictures, all players, from 
stars to bit actors, will be on call 
from. the beginning to the end of the 
| picture, and all sets will be main- 
| tained until the last sequences is shot. 
| Idea is to keep up the tensity of the 
story in the many 
scenes. 








Bioft Tax Evasion 


ber. New curriculum will offer 
courses in writing and production 
and will consist of a four-year | 


film subjects leading to Bachelor of 


combo of liberal arts and specialized | - ial Set D . 


Arts degree. ; 

Robert Gessner, a member of the 
English department, who has been 
teaching the screenwriting courses, 
He 
wrote the screenplay, ‘Massacre,’ for 
First National and has long been 
interested in furthering the film de- 
partment at NYU. 

Resembling the journalism depart- | 
ment in its setup, new curriculum | 
will be composed of approximately | 
75% liberal arts and science subjects | 
to give students a general educa- | 
background, and 25% of} 
courses in motion picture technique. | 
Film courses will include motion pic- 
ture literature, screen writing, pro- 
duction, photography and lighting, 
documentary films and artistic, edu- 
cational and secial aspects of films. 

Gessner has been in contact with 
execs in various aspects of the in- 
dustry in preparing plans for the 
department. 








Spyres Skouras in L. A. 
More After Sept. 1 


Los Angeles, April 29. 
Due to the new buying setup, as 
result of the Government’s consent 
decree, Spyros Skouras, president of 


National Theatres, parent organiza- | 
tion of Fox-West Coast Theatres, is | 


going te spend much of his time on 
the coast after Sept. 1. 

While continuing his chores 
chief of theatre operation in New 
York, Skouras considers his pres- 
ence in Hollywood will be more nec- 
essary than in past years. His quar- 
ters will be in the new Fox-West 
Coast Blidg., being constructed at a 
cost of $135,000. 


| Schenck Resigns | 


ee ONtinUed from page | 


as 




















| livered to S. R. Kent, president of 


the company. Next regular meeting 
of the board will be held May 15, 
which is also the date of the ad- 
journed annual stockholders’ meet- 


his application of appeal, which was 
filed on Monday (28), that he prob- 


ably will return to California and 
Zive aitention to persona] business 
matters. 


Length of his voluntary leave of | 


absence from. company duties is de- 
pendent wholly upon the outcome of 
the appeal motions. His personal 
contract with the corporation at a 
salary of $2,500 weekly was entered 


into in 1937 for a period of five 
yeers. Moskewitz draws $1,000 
‘weekly. 
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Schenck Appeal 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Willie Bioff will go to trial in U. Ss. 
District Court here en his income) 
tax evasion indictment June 24.! 
Charge is he failed to account for | 
$185,000. 


William Hall, assistant U. S. Dis- 
trict Attorney, who is handling the 
case, said that Joe Schenck’s tax 
appeal case in New York would not 
interfere with the plans of the Gov- | 
ernment going ahead in the Bioff 
case. 

Hall said prior to the Schenck trial 
there was some taik of subpoenaing 
Schenck as a Government witness in 
the Bioff trial. However, as result 
of the outcome of the Schenck case, ' 
it will be up to the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office in Washington whether 
or not the U. S. will call Schenck as 
a witness. 


Hollywood All-Out to 
Save Joe Schenck 


Hollywood, April 29. 
Hollywood is taking the Joe 
Sechenck-Joe Moskowitz convictions 








very much to heart. Schenck has 
been an industry leader in Holly- 
wood for more than 20 years. He 


has been a legend. He has been the 
first aid station to all these seeking 
help, advice and comfort in times of 
distress, or when they wanted coun- 
sel on how te make any moves 
toward progress. 

Plenty of Southern California de- 
velopments saw Schenck as a guid- 
ing figure or potent leader. He de- 
veloped real estate in Los Angeles, 
San Diego and other adjacent areas 
to Hollywood. He built apartment 
houses, hotels and studios. 

He was head of the Producers As- 
sociation for many years. He was 
appointed to various commissions 
by governors of the state as well as 
head of the infantile paralysis aid 
drive for President Roosevelt's Hot 


Springs (Ga.) clinie every year. No 
matter what the drive for charity 
was, whether personal, or for local 


and national organizations, Schenck 
always was an outstanding worker 
and a liberal contributor. 

There are many people from show 
biz of yesterday who have been on 
the personal payroll of Schenck. 
Many of them found work in picture 
| studios on the strength of his influ- 
ence. A number of former vaude- 
villians and New York legiters, 
| whom Schenck knew during the past 
|40 years today receive coin from 
| him. He has kept many away from 
| the federal and state relief agencies 
through such generosities. A former 
vaude headliner, now in Hollywood, 
who was a top moneymaker, whose 
own act got from $1,000 to $2,000 a 
week in former years, has for the 
past five years been on Schenck’s 
private list for $50 a week—and is 
still getting it. A former Ziegfeld 
principal, now out of show biz, re- 


ceives $35 2 week, regularly 
There are plenty of former 
pals of Schenck’s early days out 





here now who get from $25 te $50 a | 
; week. i 


interlocking | 





| Prison sentences and heavy fines 
| were given in the N.Y. federal court 
|to Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of 
| the board of directors of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Film Corp., and Joseph M. 
Moskowitz, the company’s eastern 
| representative, following their con- 
| vietion by a jury on U. S. income 
|tax evasions. Schenck was sen- 
| tenced to serve concurrently two 
| three-year terms and to pay a fine 
| of $20,000 for his conviction on two 
| counts, and Moskowitz was given 
‘one year and a day and fined $10,- 
000, having been found guilty on one 
count in the indictment. 


Steps were taken Monday (28) 
by counsel for Sehenck and Mosko- 
| witz to appeal from the verdict. In 
succeeding moves it is likely that 
former Judge Joseph M. Proskauer 
will act with Harold H. Corbin, de- 
fense counsel. He was in court 
when the latter made his final plea 
for leniency. Execution of the sen- 
tences has been deferred until May 
12, and the nominal bail of $2,500 
each was continued until that date. 

In passing decision Judge Grover 
M. Moscowitz declared that he was 
sorry for the position that the de- 
fendants found themselves in, add- 
ing, ‘In imposing sentence I am con- 
sidering the public reaction, and the 
effect that the sentence will have in 
deterring others from the same 
crime.’ Court action took place last 
Thursday (24), one week after the 
termination of the trial. 


10 Appeal Points 


In the appeal there are 10 points 
listed in which it is charged that 
Judge Moscowitz erred in the con- 
duct of the trial. Pominence is 
given to the court ruling in sustain- 
ing the objections of Government 
counsel in refusing to allow agents 
of the Internal Revenue Dept. to 
testify. This is charged as having 
been ‘unauthorized and a violation 
of defendants’ constitutional rights 
to obtain testimony from any avail- 
able source.’ The court also is at- 
tacked for its charge to the jury to 
take into consideration the failure 
of either side to eall available wit- 
nesses. At the trial Mathias F. Cor- 
rea, the prosecutor, emphasized the 
failure of the defense to call Roland 





West, a principal. in the Agua 
Caliente stock transaction. 

It is likely that the appeal pro- 
ceedings will extend over some 
months as the argument may not 
be heard until late Uctober or No- 
vember, with decision six or eight 


weeks later. Even in the event of 
the appeal court sustaining the ver- 
dict there remains the probability of 
further appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

Basis of appeal was laid through- 
out the trial in numerous objections 
by Cerbin both to testimony per- 
mitted and court rulings. The Gov- 

(Continued on page 15) 





U.S. Still Curious About 
A. C. Blumenthal’s Lapse 


Application by the Government to 
fine A. C. Blumenthal, promotor, for 
failure to respond to subpoena 
directing his appearance as a wit- 
ness at the trial of Joseph M. 
Schenck was postponed to May 5 
by Judge Edward A. Conger in the 
N.Y. federal court. Blumenthal had 
applied to quash the subpoena, the 


maximum fine on which could be 
$100,000. 

Mathias F. Correa, U.S. attorney 
had stated during the trial that 


Sehneck and Blumenthal had shared 
an apartment in New York in 1935 
and that Blumenthal had received a 
number of payments from Schenck 
whieh the Government claimed had 
been deducted as business expenses 
on Schenck’s 1935 return. lumen- 
thal had been sought to testify con- 
cerning the nature of these pay- 
ments.. It had been charged by 
Correa that Blumenthal had per- 
sonal knowledge of other relevent 
transactions, 

Eugene L. Carey, attornev for 
Blumenthal, whe is in Mexico City. 
submitted affidavits to show that 
Blumenthal was too ill to leave the 


country. It was also stated that 
Blumenhal had not received the 
$300 necessary for traveling ex- 


penses on March 19 when the sub- 
poena was served on him. The 
physician’s affidavits stated Blum- 
enthal was suffering from a kidney 
ailment, tung trouble, and a general 
nervous breakdown. The subpoena 
had been served under order of 
trial Judge Grover Moskowitz. 
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Units Again Stall UA Sales Plans 





- * 
, 





New dates for the twice-postponed 
regional United Artists sales conven- 
tion wait on word from v p. Arthur 
Kelly on the Coast that pending deals 
for new producers for next season 
have been closed. Kelly flew west 
Sunday (27), after negotiating with 


pact the previous week, to assist UA 
topper Murray Silverstone in lining 
up the remainder of the 1941-42 
product. 

Sales meets were originally slated 
to begin April 14 with a conclave in 
New York. They were postponed 
for two weeks while Kelly made a 
last-minute effort to obtain agree- 
ments by producers to a new sales 
plan he was advocating. In the 
meantime, Silverstone had the Can- 
tor deal under way and was nego- 
tiating with John M., Stahl, Frank 
Ross and other producers new to 
VA. 

Silverstone and Kelly hoped to 
have these deals in a state of readi- 
ness to announce at the opening of 
the postponed confab on Monday 
(28). When these hopes were bat- 
tered they determined on the sec- 
ond postponement, with the new 
dates hinging on the producer deals. 

Following the New York divisional 

et-together, others were slated at 

tervals of a few days in New Or- 
leans, Cincinnati, Chicago and San 
Francisco. 

Eddie Cantor will become a pro- 

ducer-actor for United Artists un- 
(Continued on page 71) 


GRAHAM BAKER: 
INTO SISKS 
RKO SPOT 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Graham Baker moves into Robert 
Sisk’s production berth at RKO. He 
still retains an interest in The Play’s 
the Thing Corp., his production unit | 
with Gene Towne. Baker was a 
producer at Warner Bros. before he 
teamed up with Towne as a writing 
team. 

The Play’s the Thing Corp. con- 
tract with RKO has been extended | 
six months so the unit can produce | 














‘How to Meet a Man.’ - Casting 
trouble held up the picture’s start 
after Martha Scott had been set for 
the lead. Orson Welles evidenced a 
desire to appear with her, with Ed- 
mund Goulding directing, but deal 
never got to the inking stage. 

RKO’s extension to release and 
finance calls for Towne to pick the 
male lead and director. If it doesn’t 
jell, Towne holds the right to make 
picture for another company with 
RKO to be paid $92,000 for story 
rights and studio overhead. 

George Marshall has signed a di- 
rector pact at RKO and leads off 
with ‘Valley of the Sun,’ under the 
Supervision of Baker. Two others 
assigned Baker are ‘Sister Carrie’ 
and ‘Through the Thin Wall’ orig- 
inally on Sisk’s slate. 





Sisk to Paramount 
As Assoc. Producer 


Hollywood, April 29. | 

Robert Sisk moves over to Para-| 
mount as an associate producer as| 
soon as he winds up his current job | 


Ralph Cohn Col. Producer 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Ralph Cohn, nephew of Harry 
Cohn, was upped to the status of 
producer at Columbia after two 
yeers with the Irving Briskin unit. 

First picture under the new align- 
ment is ‘Most Likely to Love,’ based 
on a story by Murray Boltinoff and 
Martin Rackin, 


$9,675,000 From 
Britain to Film 
Biz Ist 6 Mos. 


American major film companies 
will have received approximately 
$9,675,000 from distribution of pic- 
tures in Great Britain by today 
(Wednesday) which marks the end 
of the first six months of the British 
frozen coin pact. 

While theatre grosses have fallen 
off in some spots in the last 30 days 
in England, because of the increase 
in heavy Nazi bombings, revenue 
was reported up or in most places, 
running even with the previous 











year. Also the fact that less income 
funds are now allowed remittance 
to U.S. has enabled American dis- 


tributors to be almost certain of this 
amount. 

The $9,675,000 represents 75% 
the $12,900,000 which the 


of 
eight 


American major companies are be- | 


ing permitted to remit to U.S. under 
the frozen money agreement ending 
next Nov. 1. The remaining 25% or 
$3,225,000 is remittable in the next 
six months. In the previous 12- 
month period, seven majors 
versal then had a separate 


000. 


Now estimated that more than 


| $8,000,000 in rental income is frozen 


in Great Britain. It is in an effort to 
dislodge this money that the Ameri- 
can film companies are working 
through the lease-lend law to obtain 


a working fromula looking towards | 


an early remittance to N.Y. 





DISNEY’S CARTOONS 


FOR OPM OK IN D. C.| 





First films made by Walt Disney 


| for the Government’s Office of Pro- 


duction Management were taken to 


Washington this week for the ap- 
proval of William S. Knudsen. | 
OPM’s production division head. 
Cartoons were made to teach work- 
ers detail of Lockheed Airplane 
Corp. in certain points of construc- | 
tion. 


If OPM okays this trial film, Dis- 
ney is prepared to set up a special 
defense department and make many 


others, principally on plan and ship | 
construction. Vern Caldwell, per-| 
sonnel coordinator at the studio, | 
brought the film east and is in 


charge of the demonstrations in the 
capital. 





O’Driscoll as Ivy 


Hollywood, April 29. 


Cecil B. De Mille has selected 


P, EAST-WEST 





THEATRE AND 
PROD. SHAKEUE 


Breen Denies Any RKO Stu- 
dio Connection as Sisk, 
Marcus Leave—O’Connor 
and Meyers Resign—Gold- 
wyn, Others Joining 








NEW FINANCING 





in the RKO production, theatre op- 
‘erating and financial empires, heard 
for months past, broke out in full 
eruption on both coasts during the 
last week. With much of the situa- 
tion still in a state of flux, here is 
the picture at the moment: 

1. Almost a 100% change in the 


of the studio is certain, with the re- 
ported appointment of Joseph I. 
Breen as production head being fol- 
lowed by announcement of an ‘ex- 
tended leave’ for Lee Marcus, chief 
of B film-making, and resignation of 
producer Bob Sisk (who moved over 


(Continued on page 22) 


CAPRA-RISKIN 
COOK RKO DEAL 


Hollywood, April 29. 











(Uni- | 
deal) | 
were allowed to withdraw $17,500,- | 


Deal is cooking between RKO and 
the Frank Capra-Robert  Riskin 
|combo. Negotiations are still pro- 
| gressing with George J. Schaefer to 
| discuss it in New York while there 
| this week. 

Capra-Riskin also are considering 
|} a proposition to continue with War- 
| ner Bros, 

| 





THORNTON WITH ROACH 


Hollywood, April 29. 
C. W. Thornton, former treasurer 
for Edward Small, joins Hal Roach 
Productions May 5 as executive v.p. 
and general manager. 
| Understood he represents the back- 
| ers who are financing the new Roach 





| program for United Artists release. 


Rumblings of impending upheavals | 


operating and production personnel } 


v 


RKO Directorate Tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Likely to OK $8,500,000 Bank Loan; 
Odlum Picking Up K-A-0 Shares 








Hollywood, April 29. 
Frying Pan,’ legit plays bought by 
Paramount, are due for a once-over 
this week by B. G. de Sylva. 


He trained east on a tour of dra- 
matic inspection. 


Lee Marcus Quits 
RKO, After 8 Yrs., 
Before Pact Ends 


oe 





Hollywood, April 29. 
Lee Marcus resigned at RKO, four 
months before the expiration of his 
contract, and announced that he 
would take a vacation before mak- 
ing a new contact. He had been 
with the company eight years, six 





of them in charge of the studio’s 
| high-budget films. 
| Back in 1921 Marcus joined the 


Robertson & Cole organization as a 
member of the contract department 
and remained as sales manager when 
| the company was absorbed by F.B.O. 
When RKO took over control of the 
outfit, Marcus became president of 
RKQ-Pathe. 


| He celebrated his 20th year in the | 


film business last week. 


PAR EXECS BACK IN N.Y. 








After a coast-to-coast schedule of 
| meetings with various partners in 
| Paramount theatres, plus a check 
| into Nebraska, Colorado and Okla- 





up, Leonard Goldenson and Sam 
| Dembow, Jr., h.o. executives, return 
|to New York tomorrow (Thurs.). 

| They come on directly from Okla- 
| homa City where Cooper and Para- 
mount are pooled with Warner Bros. 
|For a long time a permanent part- 
nership between Cooper 
has been on the fire and it may be 
| getting closer to a finalization now 
| after many delays. 








N R. Kent Heads 20th-Fox Execs 





$5,000,000 Goal Set 
For Chinese Relief 


Hollywood, April 29 

Henry R. Luce and Clare Boothe, 

his wife, left for China after a 

{Chinese Relief meeting here, at- 

ltended by about 250. They an- 
nounced that 


000, to be raised in the U.S.A 
Walt Disney was drafted as head 


at RKO, the Ginger Rogers starrer,! yartha O'Driscoll for the role of of the money raising committee. 


‘Tom, Dick and Harry.’ 
for a one-year contract with options, | 
He starts May 19. 

Three years with Variety and six 
years as publicity representative for 
the Theatre Guild in New York, Sisk | 
served one year as assistant to J. R. | 
McDonough, former president of 
RKO, and became an associate pro- | 
ducer in 1935. Since that time he 
has produced some of RKO’s top 
pictures. He started on the Balti- 
more Sun, and as Variety’s Balto 
mugg, he was subsequently brought 
into the New York office. 


Deal calls Jyy in the Paramount picture, ‘Reap | David O. 


the Wild Wind.’ 

Youngster shares a romantic tri- 
angle with Ray Milland and Paulette 
Goddard. 





CAROL BRUCE WEST 
Hollywood, April 29. 

Carol Bruce made a quickie trip 
here for a screen test at Universal 
where she is under contract. 

Although signatured a year ago, 
Miss Bruce has been held by her 
engagement in ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 


Selznick presided at the 
meeting and introduced the speakers. 
} 





Susanna Foster Gets 
Tri-Star Role at Par 


Hollywood, April 29. 


| 
| 


Susanna Foster goes into a tri- 
starring combination with Jackie 
Cooper and June Preisser in ‘Gla- 


mour Boy’ at Paramount. 
Picture deais with the younger set 
in Hollywood 


yh - iat, 2 |e Ve 


their goal was $5,000,- | 





West on 1941-42 Product Powwow 


Party of 20th-Fox home office ex- 
| ecutives, headed by Sidney R. Kent, 
president, heads for the Coast thi: 
weekend for huddles on production 


De Sylva’s B’way 0. 0. | 


AFTER FIELD SURVEY | 


| homa houses in the Joe Cooper set- | 


TO WATCH OVER COIN 


and Par} 


line up for 1941-42 selling under the 
'consent decree Herman Wobber, 
ales chief, left last Friday (25) in 
advance of the others leaving this 
week which include Chas. E. Mc-|} 
Carthy, William Sussman, William 


Gehring and William Kupper. 
Besides lining up production de- 
tails for next season, decision likely 
will be made on the annual sales 
convention as well as the date and 
place where it is to be held. Kent 
previously indicated that there would 


be only one convention, likely Chi- | 


Simplification of RKO’s corporate 
setup will be nearly completed in 
the next few weeks, with the bank 
loan deal involving nearly $8,500,000 


‘Lady in the Dark’ and ‘Out of the | expecied to receive parent company 


| approval when the RKO directorate 
meets tomorrow (Thursday). An- 
other wrinkle will be ironed out toe 
day (Wednesday) when Atlas Corp. 
(Floyd B. Odlum) undoubtedly will 
pick up 17,000 additional Mike Mee- 
han shares of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
preferred as provided in the option 
made with Meehan interests last De- 
cember. . 

Atlas originally obtained around 
9,000 K-A-O preferred and the 17,000 





additional shares would cover the 
full 26,000 preferred held by the 
Meehan group originally. They 


would be bought for $120 per share, 
bringing total outlay for swinging 
the deal to slightly over $3,000,000. 
With the Meehan shares obtained 
by Atlas, understanding is that the 
whole Meehan block would be 


(Continued on page 20) 


GOLDWYN'S RKO 
DEAL FOR TWO 
PIX ONLY 


Hollywood, April 29. 
Leo Spitz has gone to New 

York for the RKO board meeting 

at which time the Sam Goldwyn 

deal will be ratified. 

Signaturing by Samuel Goldwyn 
of a distribution pact with RKO over 
the weekend came as a surprise to 
the industry. Producer, represented 
by Leo Spitz, had been in lengthy 
negotiations with Warner’ Bros. 
Latter had offered extremely-~-favor- 
able terms, said to be 15% distribu- 
tion fee, and all financing and access 
to players, but Goldwyn was holding 
out for more, which he apparently 
got from RKO 

It was said by an 
WB deal that after 
|offered about everything, Goldwyn 
‘wanted to be president of Warner 
Bros. and chairman of the board of 
directors, Terms of the RKO 
| deal were not disclosed. 

Goldwyn committed himself to de- 











insider to the 


the studio had 


too,’ 








liver two films in the pact signed 
with George J. Schaefer, RKO prez. 
| They are ‘The Little Foxes’ with 
| Bette Davis, which went into pro- 
| duction Monday (28), and a Gary 
Cooper film which has been vari- 
ously titled, most lately ‘The Pro- 
fessor and the Burlesque Queen.’ 
Goldwyn, who had peen with 
United Artists since 1926, was bought 
out by other owners of the company 
in February, following a two-year 


battle. 


PINANSKI’S HUDDLE 
WITH FREEMAN (PAR) 


Hollywood, April 29 
Sam (Mullin and) Pinanski, partner 
with Paramount in operation of New 


England theatres from Boston, is 
here to confer with Y. Frank Free- 
man on costs of operations of the 
new season. 


Pinanski is a vital power in Para- 


| mount financing matters. 


| cago 
Present intention of 20th-Fox in | 
lining up product in blocks-of-five 


under the consent decree to have at 
|least 15 features ready at the outset 
of 1941-42 selling. 

New York executives also will set 
up and give final approval to the ad- 
publicity campaign on ‘Blood 
Sand,’ now regarded by the compan} 
as its top picture of the current 


ana 


2a 


son. 


Eddie Albert, Ex-WB 


Hollywood, April 29. 


Eddie Albert hes been released 
om his Warners contract. He leaves 
ie studio after finishing a freelance 
} yb there 
| Likely he’ll shift to Metro 
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O'Connor, Meyers Not Reconsidering 


RKO Resignations; No Successors 





Refusing to repudiate his resigna- |! possibly also Meyers, was revived 


tion, John J. O'Connor, general man- 
ager of the RKO circuit, left Monday 
(28), and reported that Fred Meyers, 


in charge of film buying, is also pre- | 


paring to check out rather than suc- 
cumb to offers he remain, circum- 
stances being ‘hat they are. Meyers 
was in his office yesterday (Tues.) 
as usual, but late Monday night (28) 
O’Connor packed up his personal 
effacts and walked out. He is plan- 
ning a vacation before considering 
future plans. 


Internal strife and division of au- 
thority resulted in the sudden resig- 
nations of O’Connor and Meyers 
Thursday afternoon (24). They re- 
signed in person to Malcolm Kings- 
berg, v.p. of Keith-Albee-Orpheum, 
theatre subsidiary of RKO, at the 
h.o. and also wired George J. 
Schaefer on the Coast that they were 
quitting. While walking papers for 
both were to be effective within 24 
hours, both of the RKO execs were 
urged to defer the date of their de- 
parture and consider remaining with 
the company. 

Apparently efforts in this direction 
have failed, and with O’Connor 
having made it plain that he de- 
manded complete authority on film 
deals, it was not expected that either 


he or Meyers would reconsider un- | country. 


less there was full understanding on 
this point with past interference re- 
moved. Both execs were said to have 
been pretty determined from the 
start that they wouldn’t change their 


° | 
minds. | 


Since it is apparent both of the 


| yesterday (Tues.). Understood so 
|far as O’Connor is concerned that 
| Matty Fox, assistant to the president 


the draft and that the former RKO 
exec may go into that post. 


| O’Connor has been with RKO 20 
years, Meyers 12. 


Rodgers (M-G) States 

| Local Exchanges Can 

| Settle All Squawks 
| 








St. Louis, April 29. 
If any film exchange manager says 
he cannot adjust differences with ex- 
hibitors but must refer the mat- 
ter to his New York office he’s stall- 


ing, stated William F. Rodgers, Metro | 


general sales manager, to a group of 
exhibs in St. Louis and adjoining 
territory at a luncheon meeting held 
Friday (25) in the Park Plaza ho- 
tel. Rodgers, accompanied by Ted 
O’Shea, western division manager, 
'and Alan Cummings, chief of opera- 
' tions, is making his annual trek to 
| branch exchanges throughout the 
He said that the Metro 
|New York office has given author- 
lity to its men in the field to make 
adjudication of differences arising 
| between the exhibitors and distribu- 
| tors. 

Touching on the consent decree, 
| Rodgers, the only speaker at the 


RKO posts will have to be filled, | meeting, said he possesses e letter 


there being only a scant chance that 


Meyers might be talked into stay- | 


in which an exhib said that if he had 
| only MGM to deal with there would 


(Nate Blumberg), may be called in | 


VARIETY 
| FILM TRADING STATIC 





Harry Cohn Wipes Out ‘Joan Perry 
Account’ in Columbia 





Washington, April 29. 
| Relatively little in the way of film 


stock transactions reported today in 
the monthly summary of the Securi- 


ties & Exchange Commission. Ally 


submitted belatedly. 


shares of Columbia Pictures Corp. 
common no par value stock last De- 
cember, it was disclosed, retaining 
73,949 shares of the same type pa- 
pers. Same month 2,160 shares of 
the stock were sold by Cohn, listed 
j}under the name of the ‘Joan Perry 
Account.’ 


Latter holds no equity securities 
_and the transaction wiped out Joan 
Perry interests in the stock. 


_ Purchase of 200 shares of Pathe 
| Film Corp. $1 per common in June, 
| 1939, were disclosed by Louis Phil- 
lips, New York director, plus an 
earlier acquisition of the same num- 
ber of shares in November, 1938. 
Both purchases were entered in the 
name of Phillips’ wife, whose total 
holdings now amount to 400 shares. 








ON $2,972,868 
CLAIMS 


A final report of the Seattle Orph- 
eum Co., former operators of the 
Orpheum theetre, Seattle, was filed 
| Wednesday (23) in N. Y. Federal 








ing, RKO might have to go outside | have been no necessity for a decree.| court and approved the same day by 


to fill them or at least one of them. | Rodgers urged the exhibs to take| Judge Murray 


Hulbert. Creditors, 


If Kingsberg should take over active | advantage of the Arbitration tri- | whose claims total $2,972,868, will 
operation of the theatres—a possi- bunals when they are unable to iron| receive a first and final dividend of 
bility from accounts—then one of | out their justified complaints with | .00305%. 


the division managers may be moved | 
up i: notch as an operating associate. 
Possibilities 

Among possible candidates are | 
Charles McDonald, who’s over the} 
N. Y. division; Tom Gorman, Chi- | 
cago operator; and Nat Holt, who has | 
the Ohio zone. 

Outsiders mentioned as possibili- | 
ties are Leon Netter and George! 


the branch managers. 





Garnett’s Double Duty 


Hollywood, April 29. 


All that is left of the estate once 
valued at several million dollers is 
$10,447 of which Irving Trust, trustee, 
will receive $245, and Donovan, 
| Leisure, Newton & Lombard, attor- 


Tay Garnett, signed to direct ‘Un-| ney for Irving Trust, will get $1,000. 


expected Father’ at RKO, is doubling 
as producer, owing to the illness of 
Erich Pommer. 

When he returns to the lot, Pom- 


| The two largest creditors in the mi- 
|croscopic dividend will be the Bank 
of California, which held a first 
mortgage of $1,000,000 on the prop- 


Walsh. Both are theatre executives- | mer will resume preparations on a|erty, and the RKO Orpheum Corp., 


operators of wide experience who | 
are also veterans in buying. Netter | 
is with Paramount in charge of half | 
of the country under Leonard H.| 
Goldenson and for years he was in 
charge of film buying for Par, in- 
cluding when the old Publix com- 
pany handled all deals out of New 
York. He is a close personal friend 
of Schaefer’s. Walsh, until a few | 
months ago operator for Par of all 
its upstate N. Y. theatres and former- 
ly in other high theatre posts, includ- 





ing with Comerford and Saenger, re- | 


cently took over the Yorktown, N. Y., 
from RKO and is personally inter- | 
ested in the Yonkers (N. Y.) RKO- 
Paramount pool. Netter might be 
considered also for Meyers’ spot in 
RKO if not to fe filled from within. | 
Max Fellerman, assistant to Meyers, 
it not likely to be moved up, it is 
said, 


What Started It 

O’Connor and Meyers’ resignations | 
resulted from a miscellaney of dif- 
ficulties but what brought things to 
a head was a dispute from within 
over a film deal made by the O’Con- | 
nor-Meyers team for ‘John Doe.’ 
They bought the picture from War- 
mers assertedly without consulting 
Others, including Kingsberg, and a 
controversy over policy and authori- 
ty resulted, with resignations as the 
climax. Picture was not included in 
this season’s (1940-41) contract, RKO 
thus having bought it separately. It 
goes into RKO houses = starting 
May 8. 

Deal with WB is at 30% of the 
gross up to the figure attained in | 
each house by the same company’s 
‘Fighting 69th,’ a strong business- 
getter, after which a split is called | 
for. WB is asking similar deals 
with indies but with the percentage | 
starting at 40%. No flat deals are | 
now being taken. } 

Reported O’Connor has an offer | 
from Warners to go in as an’ 
associate to Joe Bernhard and that) 
WB is also interested in Meyers. | 
Latter also said to have a proposi- 
tion from National Screen Service, 
while, on the other hand, O’Connor 
and Meyers may head a new group 
of independent houses arcund New 
York that want to band together on 
operation and buying. 

Though at first denied, report that 
O’Connor would go to Universal, 
2 


future commitment, ‘Weekend for 
Three.’ 


| $998,095. The company filed its 
‘bankruptcy petition Nov. 16, 1937. 





Only 55 Arbitration Complaints 
In First 3 Months of the Decree 





| In the first three months of Arbi- 


tration the unexpectedly low num- | 


| been filed in Atlanta, Charlotte, Des 
Moines, Indianapolis, Kansas City 


ber of 55 cases have been filed by | Memphis, Salt Lake City, San Fran- | 


Pik ; cisco or Seattle. In all others of 
exhibitors but progress in dispos-| the 31 exchange keys, cases range in 
ing of them has been extremely | number from one to a high of 10 
slow due, principally, to postpone-| latter New York. They are mostly 
ments of hearings. Added to this|for clearance, others declaring for 
has been lengthier hearings before | some ru” while a singleton so far 
arbitrators, than anticipated, a lot/is a complaint against withholding 


of time being consumed to explain 
clearance and other trade intrica- 
cies. 

As result, with a view to speeding 
cases, future policy may be to have 


both parties get together in advance | 


of hearing to prepare papers relat- 
ing to clearance or other matters 
under dispute to be placed in writ- 
ing and submitted, as briefs would 
be, to the arbiter. This has been 
done in a Washington case in orde1 
to save time, as well as costs, and 
the same may develop as a practice 
to be followed in the near future 
In one case in New York a whole 


day was taken up by attorneys to| 


explain to the arbitrator what clear- 
ance was all about. 

Another factor that has caused 
slowness in arbitration of cases ha: 
been request for postponements by 
lawyers because they have not been 
able to be on two cases at once in 
different cities. Moreover attorneys 
have asked postponements due tc 
the need for them on trials or other 
legal matters of a pressing nature 


If complaints pile up to any con- | 


siderable extent later on when the 
selling under consent decree begins 
as expected they will, it very prob. 
ably will be necessary for distribu- 
tors to hire additional lawyers 
Where practicable they may retair 
law firms in various exchange cen- 
ters where cases are to be heard. 
Though surprisng, of the 55 com- 
plaints already brought none ha: 


| of prints. 
| Only five decisions have been 
| handed down where hearings have 
been completed, while those sched- 
uled for hearing that have been 
| settled prior to placing the com- 
plaint in the hands of the arbitraton 
have numbered six. 
briefs have been settled before they 
have gone as far as getting a hear- 
ing date. There was one dismissal 
of a Chicago case which demanded 
a specific some run and in that one, 
brought by the Ken theatre, an ap- 
peal has been taken to the Appeals 
Board, the only one on its schedule 
On the decisons so far handed 
down, distributors have emerged 
victorious in two cases, exhibs have 
won in two and under a fifth there 
was a split victory where the exhik 
was granted relief under some 
counts of the complaint and the 
| distrib under others. Decisons re- 
corded to date are in Boston, Chi- 
| cago, New Orleans, Philadelphia and 
| Washington. 
| The 55 cases filed during the first 
quarter of arbitration from Feb. 1 
to the present are 10, New York: 
four in Philadelphia and Buffalo: 
three in Boston. Dallas, Los Angeles 


Minneapolis, New Orleans’ and 
| Washington: two each in Albany 
Chicago, Denver, Detroit, Milwau- 


kee. Pittsburgh and St. Louis: one 
each in Boston. Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land. New Haven, Oklahoma City 
}and Portland, Ore. : 


Prexy Harry Cohn disposed of 100 | 


| 
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Lefty Books a Turkey Girlie’ Show 
But the Soldier Boys Turn Out Big 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 











|ris, Jr. on this and other agency 


Coolacres, Cal., April 29, 
Dear Joe: 

Well, I just finished playing one of those ‘turkey girlie’ shows. A few 
boys get together, put in a dollar and a half apiece, go to the old ladies’ 
home for the chorus, take a coupla old burlesque comics, drape ’em all yu 
in a cyclorama and book the towns that have soldier camps. Well, brother, 
if those shows don’t make the boys wanna go to war I don’t know what 
will. 

The advance man who was a fast-talkin’ guy who knew his business 
made me believe I was getting a Ziegfeld Follies, I figgered a ‘girlie show’ 
with all these soldiers in town would do well, and I figgered right. Wel] 
they send in two brokendown comics, a half-bent straight man, 12 chorus 
dames that they took off a Totem Pole and gave me a Minsky Special, 
They did everything from ‘Water-in-the-Pants’ to ‘Smelling the Rose’ bits, 
They did stuff on the first show that could put us all in jail for 100 years, 

I rushed back after the show and made ’em all stand on the stage, that 
is those that could stand and told ’em off plenty about our town being 
a decent community, etc., and I wouldn’t stand for smut or ‘double en- 
tendre.’ Well, they put on a clean show on the second show but still 
plenty lousy. 

‘A New Degeneration’ 

Anyway you know how things travel in these small towns. The boys 
heard that the show was plenty ‘hot’ and the two night shows were terrific, 
Even the ushers were standing. The soldiers yelled their heads off at the 
hoke comedy, it seemed all new to the young folks. Like Aggie sez, 
‘there’s a new degeneration coming up that don’t remember the old jokes.’ 
I thought maybe the last show wouldn’t be good on accounta guys tipping 
each other off, But nobody would say nothin, they gave me sort of a 
funny look when they came out. Of course they couldn't say ‘I came to 
see a doity show.’ 

The soldiers like it on account of the ‘leg show,’ although this show 
was plenty weak on its Jegs. The gals could have improved their looks 
by being hit with a hammer or somethin. It’s one of them shows that 
reminds you of an attack of rheumatism, you can’t tell how long it will 
last. 

Thanksgiving Specials 

Me and Aggie got to talkin’ about how the word ‘Turkey Show’ ever 
got started. I remember a long time ago an old legit told me that it 
started with a few actors getting together around Thanksgiving time and 
puttin’ on a show for ‘Turkey money,’ naturally it wasn’t much of a show, 
just a catch-as-catch-can affair, and the show would disband after a week 
or so. And so they got to be known as ‘Turkeys.’ Aggie sez by the looks 
of this show we played it should be called ‘A Sparrow.’ It’s even worse 
than a C picture. At least after you show a C picture you put it in the 
can and send it back. As for the ‘Red, White and Blue Girls’ (that’s the 
name of the troupe) it’s the first time I ever saw the D. T.’s with dresses, 

I was thinkin m’aybe a mus:scal stock company would do good here 
for the summer. I can dig up some good people in the Canyons at Holly- 
wood where the Okie actors live. They should be dried out in another 
month or so. We've had plenty of rain—they were thinking of putting 
the traffic lights on buoys. 

The only thing I’m afraid of with a musical stock are the gals. If I get 
a line of gals I want them pretty and if they’re pretty I may run into 
trouble with Aggie because she is plenty suspicious, and if they ain’t 
pretty I may as well run an alligator show. Believe me I saw an Alli- 
gator farm that looked better and younger than the ‘Red, White and Blue 


Girls.” Anyway, I made a few dollars on the show, so that’s something. 
Best to the gang back there and take a hunk for yourself. Sez, 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 


P, S—William Janny sez, ‘Another great trouble with the world is that 
too many foreigners live in it.’ 


STOCKHOLDER JOINS 
IN SUIT AGAINST U 


Rene B. Meyer, 
shares 





Marcella Napp Joins 
William Morris Agcy. 


Marcella Napp, in charge of cast- | 
ing and talent negotiations for 
Metro, has joined the William Mor-| 
ris agency in New York. Will handle 
the development of new film talent | 
Johnny Hyde, agency v.p., is east 
for further huddles with Bill Mor- 





holder of 100 
of Universal common, was 
permitted to intervene in Samuel I. 
Posen’s stockholder suit against 
Universal, its subsidiaries, officers 
moves. . | : 
: N and directors, Monday (28), by Jus- 
Natalie Napp, her sister, is al-| tice Carroll G. Walt in N.Y, su- 
ready with Morris on radio and tele- ; : sad sn 
vision matters. preme court. The application for 
| intervention pointed out that many 
| minority stockholder’ suits. are 
settled out of court and the appll- 





EDDY’S ARIZ. VACASH 





Numerous | 





Nelson Eddy, who iast week com- 
pleted an extensive concert tour, has 
gone to Tucson, Ariz., with Mrs. 
Eddy for a three weeks’ vacation. 

He then reports at Metro for the 
lead in ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ with Rise 
Stevens. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, April 29. 
Charles Linton Tedford inked a 
writer pect at Warners. 
Carolyn Lee’s minor contract with 


Paramount approved by Superior 
Court. 
Katharine Booth drew player 


ticket at Paramount. 

Eugene Conrad signed to scripter 
contract by Hal Roach. 

Devid Bruce’s player option lifted 
by Warners. 

Lucien Andriot, cameraman, inked 
new contract at 20th-Fox. 

Nancy Kelly’s option picked up at 
20th-Fox. 

Mack Gordon inked new one-year 
songwriting ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Mel Blanc signed as certoon voice 
by Leon Schlesinger. 

Danny Mummert’s 
lifted at Columbia. 

Basil Walker’s player option re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 

Florence Rice had an option lift 
at RKO. 


actor option 


cant, while having faith in Posen, 
did not wish to relinquish rights 
| which might be secured by being & 
party to the action. 


Suit by Posen, a former director 
of the company, charges waste and 
mismanagement, and seeks an ac- 
counting on approximately $2,000,- 
000 in damages and the discharge of 
responsible officers and directors. 





2d Lum and Abner Film 
Budgeted at $200,000 


Voco Production’s second ‘Lum 
and Abner’ film sterts shooting at 
RKO Pathe next month. Jack Vo- 
_ tion, president of Vocg, has it budg- 
; eted at $200,000, financing arranged 
| by H. William Fitelson (& Mayers), 
| N. ¥. attorney. 

Previous picture py the ¢o- 
| medians was ‘Dreaming Out Loud’ 
{which cost $200,000 also and has 
| grossed over $400,000. Stendard 
| Capital financed this one, receiving 
a share in the profits. RKO re- 
|leased. Standard is out of this deal 
'and RKO will release and receive & 
| percentage of the profits. ‘Lum and 
Abner’ (Chester Lauck and Morris 
s0ff) 2lso receive a percentage of 
ithe profits on the deal. 

John Hill will be associated with 
Votion in the production of the pic- 


| ture. 
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U.S. HAS OUT IN MINN. LAW 





Fantasia in 


Its 1] Engagements 
Has Grossed $1,300,000 to Date 


- 
. s 








Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ in the 11 
engagements it has played to date, 
all of them roadshow-booked and 
operated by the Disney organization 
itself, has grossed $1,300,000. Of that 
about one-third, or $475,000, has been 
derived from the 25 weeks played at 
the Broadway theatre, N. Y. 

Although RKO will handle general 
release of the film with the new sin- | 
gle sound track repproduction sys- | 
tem, Disney office will continue to 
operate the 10 dates now playing, 
plus the engagement at the National, | 
Washington, opening May 12, and the 
Maryland, Baltimore, opening May 
13. These two will have a modifica- 
tion of the original ‘Fantasound’ sys- 
tem, simpler than the earlier repro- 
duction apparatus, but still requiring 
a shutdown of the houses for instal- 
lation. 

First RKO booking, which will em- | 
ploy a different kind of print that 
requires only the ordinary house 
equipment, is in Louisville May 19. 
Hartford and Memphis open shortly 











—+ 


contract and handed her a new one, 
! 


PINBALLS SAVE 





after that, and then many other 
dates. All will be roadshows, two-a- | 
day with reserved seats at $1.50 eve- | 
nings and Saturdays and $1 and 50c 
mats during the week. About 5,000 
roadshow engagements will be 
sought. 

New sound system is recorded on a | 
single track instead of the three plus 
a volume control track on the origi- | 
nal ‘Fantasound.’ None of the speak- 
ers at the sides and back of the house 
and tremendous baffles behind 
the screen to give parallel motion to | 
ound are used. 


the 


the 


What's to become of the 11 sets of 


‘Fantasound’ equipment owned by 
Disney is uncertain. A 12th set, 
which was ordered from RCA, was 


never delivered because of national 
defense demands. With the 12 units 
of equipment, Disney office figured 
it would take seven years to play the 
film out. Simplifying sound and giv- 
ing ‘Fantasia’ to RKO for 
tion will cut this period to less than 
one-third for getting maximum coin 
in 

First ‘Fantasia’ 
close was Pittsburgh, 
(26) after eight weeks. Others now 
playing are New York, Boston, Los 
Angeles, Philly, Detroit, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Cleveland, Buffalo 
and Minneapolis. 


engagement to 
on Saturday 


ROOSEVELT’S GLOBE 
JUST DISTRIB NOW 


James Roosevelt’s Globe Produc- 
tions will continue to exist for 
tribution of ‘Pastor Hall’ and ‘Pot 
’o Gold,’ it was said this week, but 
production will remain suspended 
and no plans will be made until 
Capt. Roosevelt come out of the 
Marine Corps. 

David Griesdorf, eastern rep of 
Globe, returned on Monday (28) to 
New York after 10 days on the Coast 
I idling with Henry Henigson 


Globe production chief 


dis- 


Jukebox Billing 
Boston, April 29 


James Roosevelt receives top 
a newspaper aavertising cam- 
paign to exploit Panoram Sound 
section. Offices are open 


41ere 


Roosevelt's name is most 
nent in advertisements, which point 
out that machines have already been 
installed at the following spots: 
Casa Manana, night club; Howard 
Johnson’s restaurant, Hotel Lenox 
Blue Train bar, Boulevard Cafe, Es- 
Planade Cafe, Halfway House in 
Roslindale and Tiliy’s Shrews- 
bury. 


promii- 


in 





Kraike Aides Siegel 
Hollywood, April 29. 
Paramount handed a contract to 
Michael Krzike as executive assist- 
ant to Sol C. Siegel, in charge of 
B production. 
Three weeks ago Kraike checked 


out as associate story editor at Co- 
‘umMOla 


distribu- | 


Maureen on a Bicycle 





Holly wood, April 29, 
RKO tore up Meureen O’Hara’s old 


to be shared equally by 20th-Fox. 

Player’s first role under the dual 
pact is in ‘How Green Was My Val- 
ley’ on the Westwood lot. 





THIS EXHIB, 
HE SAYS 


Toledo, April 29. 

Letter from a small town motion | 
picture owner of Ohio to Pete Wood, 
secretary of the Independent Thea- | 





tre Owners of Ohio, in Columbus: | 
‘I am enclosing a check for 
$16.30 to pay my organization 
dues. You will notice that I now 
only have 163 seats instead of 
205, because I cut some of them 
out. Where I had them is now 
a room where I have six pinball 
machines and this is the reason 
why I an to pay you my 
dues 


able 


has 
only 


the 


lousy 
keep 


of 


Business 
and the 
running 


been very 
reason Il 
show is because 


my wife, Martha, and the grand- 
children like the movies, and I 
figure, if I can break even, I 


am = saving money, because 
otherwise the family would have 
to spend money for gasoline 
and admissions to see the shows 
in Gatesburg. 

‘I have recently started to run 
double bills, because the film 


salesman told me all of the first- 
class houses were doing it and 
that it was the thing to do, but 
Martha is complaining because 
it has put her behind in her 
knitting 

‘The other day I read of a nev 
organizatior in New York that 
is to coordinate the film busi- 
neé with the Government I 
don’t know just what this means 
but it must be important be- 
cause the fellow at the head of it 
is to get 25,000 smackers a yeal 

‘I like to receive your organ- 
ization bulletins because th 
tell me everything except | 
to make money out of 
my theatre. Can’t you do tl 
ome time, although I don’t care 
so much now since putting in 
the pinball machines 

‘I wish you wouia also 
out who the $25.000 r WP 

i $7.800 secretal ure 


Par’s Earnings in 1940, 
$7,633,130, Doubles ‘39 


Con: atea @€arnil 


mount for the ye e 





totalled $7,633,1: 
000 in 1939. including 
undis? earnings 
consolidated subsids 


stances, ac 


$0 as 


ributed 


cording to the 


annual report ued 
Barney Balaban, pre 
Paramount's consolid 
sheet shows cash an 
securities amour t 





$1.829,.604 is re 
1 Canada, 


Great Britain 


Of this amount, 


+ I haw lan . +? 
sentea DV Dalances It 


pre 
$1,453 


371 by balances in 

and British dominions, and $45,121 
in other foreign countries, mostly 
South American Total inventory 
amounted to $18,344,063 with net 
working capital placed at $27,329,855 
Current assets were placed at $35,- 


304,371 


| obligations 


| the defendants 


—_——— 
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GUNGENT DECREE 
PROVIDES RELIET 


| 
Section 23 Permits Distribut-. 


Hold Onto Your Hats Boys, Uncle 


— Sams Ogling Show Biz Again 


(And How!) For Some More Taxes 





ing Films in States Kayo- 
ing the Blocks-of-5 Pro-| 
visos — Minnesota Gov. 


Signatures Northwest Al-| 
lied’s Anti-Consent Statute 


MICH. BILL GETS LIFT 


Despite the Minnesota anti-consent 
decree law on pictures, which offi- 
cially became a law this week with 
signaturing of measure by the gov- 
ernor, major film companies antici- 
pate no difficulty in distributing | 
films in that state because of an | 
‘out’ clause in the Government's con- | 
sent decree. This is part of Section 
23, and it plainly states that de- 
fendants under the decree may ask 
court for relief when state laws con- 
flict and that it shall grant the 
sought relief. 

Clause in Sec. 23 reads: ‘Whenever 
prohibitions are im- 


or 


| posed upon the defendants by laws 
|of any state or by rules or regula- 


tions thereto, with which 


by law must comply, 


pursuant 


the Court, upon application of the 
defendant or anv of them, shall 
from time to time enter orders re- 
lieving the defendants from compli- 
}ance with any requirement of. this 
decree in conflict with such laws 


7 


and the right of 


rules or regulations 
the defendants to make such appli- 
cations and to obtain such relief is 


|expressly granted.’ 


That this allows the five majors 
operating under the decree to sell 
as the Minnesota law provides ap- 


pears obvious to trade leaders. Thu 

these majors will offer for sale what- 
ever films they have completed since 
there is nothing in the Minnesota 


; statute which requires them to name 


the product being offered. 
$10,000,000 Annual Gross 





Such relief clause apparently dis- 
pels any doubt over what action dis- 
tributors will take in Minnesota 
They will seek relief from consent 
decree provisions so that they will 
ve able to operate unaer require 
nents of the state law. _Talk of any 
of ti five distributors abandoning 
l n that state have been 

counted generally in the trade be- 
cause films rentals from Minnesota 
run around $10,000,000 annually. 

Whether the constitutionality of 

(Continued on page 20) 
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y ] 1% t be gett 2 pa | tne 
oul 

Case at bai that of Evansville 
Theatre, Inc., operators of the Rex, 
Evansville, Wis., against Paramount 
with Jeffris Theatre C Janesville 
Wis (Warner-Saxe) ntervenor 
Alleged unreasonable clearance 
give tl Ja e | mair 
I nt at i Arg { ] 


Hope Goes Homicidal 


Hollywood, April 29. 
‘The Murder Farm’ is the next 
team job for Bob Hope and Dorothy 
Lamour at Paramount. It is the 
fourth time they have been brack- 
eted. 


Producer is Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 





UP SHOULD 
BE TAXED 


Minneapolis, Apri! 29. 
Sentiment among Twin City inde- 
pendent exhibitors, voiced at a meet- 
ing called by Northwest Allied to 
consider proposed higher Federal ad- 


mission taxes, was that all theatre 
admission, from 5c up, and every 
form of entertainment, including 
bowl ames, should carry a tax. 


A considerable widening of the en- 
{ 


tainment tax base mi ht obviate he 
necessity for a rate boost, it wa 
pointed out Al 


should be imposed only 


; 


iny rate, the higher 


extreme necessity so a 
not to up ions much and 
thus curtail theatre attendance to an 
extent that the Government's purpose 
of raising more revenue would be 
defeated, independents felt. 


SMALL’S BALCOM PIC 
(ENGLISH). VIA UA 


Hollywood April 29 
] j acquired u. = 


In case Qi 


admis too 


distribution rights to Michael Bal- 
com’s English naval comedy, ‘Three 
Cockeyed S for release t} igh 
[ te Artist Dea A neuve | 
y I d it A ¢ i co trozetr 
i England ind the pi y¢ 
tacked t nm € t on & UA 

te 

Release date I DvD et ( é 
negative arrive here Currently 
Small has one print which he 1] 
tilize in previ 


“on: Vet Film Man Chides Lawyers 
For Dragging Consent Complaint :':::.: 


, 
Pp i | 

ie ‘ f 

( 

of zonin going back into 

far a 1936 Harry Perlewitz 
business manager of the Independent 
Theatre Protective Associatior ol 
Wisco and Upper Michigan, wa 
even required to produce the musty 
ecords of the old Motion Picture 
T} tre Owners’ association for ex- 
amination, to determine how early 
mriove in tne zoning etup were 


Imed today (Tues- 


? " eseit} | . re _ 

lay) with ali participants expressing 
tl = nope t lat now the way had been 
] © . Val c rine . ; 
cleared to bring the proceedings to 


ion, although candid an- 


the scrappy lawyers 


that the, would oon be able to file 
briefs for the arbiter’s further study 
aL O ed S < bt as to h é 
) al ght > 6 Y: ‘ 

i bs v 
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Washington, April 29. 


The whole of show business looks 


jlike a major casualty of the drive 


SOME THINK 5c 


by the Federal Treasury and Con- 


gress to put Government finances 
more nearly on a _ pay-as-you-go 
basis. The film industry is destined 
to suffer more than other branches 
through stiff levies on its earnings 
besides even tougher edmissions 
taxes. 

Not for six or more weeks will 
it be possible to say with even a 
slight degree of certainty what 
Uncle Sam will take from show 


business’ gross and net to help pay 
the cost of aiding England and get- 
ting set to take on the Nazis. Capitol 
Hill wind sock, however, shows the 
breezes are distinctly unfavorable, 
with both the Trezesury statistical 
experts and the legislators ogling the 
boxoffices lustfully and thinking how 
much the yield from a ‘painless’ 10% 
tap jumped last year efter the start- 


ing point was dropped to 2le. There 
may have been some bleak years, 
but Congress still thinks of the mo- 
tion picture industry as wallowing 
in weelth and considers all types of 
commercial entert nent are luxu- 
rie; which derive their revenues 
from people who won't mind paying 
a little more toward balancing the 
Federal budget 
Can’t Estimate Yield 

Already several alarming ideas 
have been thrown out. Nobody has 
come forward with estimetes of the 
amounts which might be collected, 
but giib statements have been heard 
that this or that levy on amuse- 
ments would produce a _ substantial 
um, involve little administrative 
(meaning clerical l 


erical) difficulty, and be 
It by the tick | On 


cet-buye! 
the Trea wants Cone 


hardly fe 


top of thet, ury 


gress to prevent possible ‘profiteer- 
ing’ on war exvenditures by soaking 
everybod\ ho might take in ma- 
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Drafting of Younger Theatre Men 
Being Felt More and More Now 





Milwaukee, April 29. 
With the continued drafting of 
more and more young men for the 
army, the effect is being felt in- 
creasingly in the theatres. At first 


noticeable only in the service de- 
partments, the early situation was 


~—-4 


‘Stars’ Testimonials 
For ‘Penny Serenade’ 


Ad campaign to pre-sell ‘Penny 
Serenade’ in 45 key cities has been 


remedied by replacing the boys with | instituted by Columbia. It is using a 


usherettes and doorettes, but the 
sustained withdrawal of manpower 
is now beginning to be felt in man- 
agerial, executive and other depart- 
ments. 


Result is that older men who had 
been shelved because of advancing 
years or had retired for other rea- 
sons are being called back into ac- 
tive service in theatre organizations, 
and executives who have been stand- 
ing the strain of the last few years 
are being given increased salaries 
to keep them contented where they 
are. Many men above draft age are 
deserting the seven day grind of the 
show shops for places in defense in- 
dustries where a 40-hour week seems 
like a continual vacation. 

That the situation is not a local 
one is evident from correspondence 
being exchanged between theatre 
men in various parts of the country, 
although it is more pronounced in 


and about the larger industrial cen- 


tres at the present time. 
Although the draftee problem is 


noticeable to some extent in the the- | 


atrical unions, it is not yet acute as 


there are many older men in the! 


various organizations and due to 
conditions of the past decade there 
has been no great influx of appren- 
tices. 

Picture exchanges are losing some 
of their younger men via the draft 
route, but here, too, probably the 
majority are above age 

Feeling here is that as time goes | 
on the oldsters will be more and 
more in demand, with salaries 
gauged accordingly, so the national | 
emergency is really giving them a/| 


break. 





series of four three-column ads inj} 


the news pages of all papers in each 
city for several days prior to open- 
ing engagements. 

In keeping with fact that ads are 
not for amusement pages, they vary 
from usual film copy. No cuts are 
used, but only type. Copy is of a 
testimonial nature with Claudette 
Colbert, Rosalind Russell, Irene 
Dunne, Cary Grent and Loretta 
Young paying tributes. Miss Dunne 
and Grant are starred in the fiilm. 


Old Story of Classy 
Nabes vs. Less Modern 


Downtown Is Up Again 


| 


| 








Minneapolis, April 29. 
Because of lower admissions, free | 





' parking facilities, convenience, new- 
ness and greater beauty, uptown 
theatres are continuing to grab off | 
a larger percentage of total film pa- 
, tronage, with loop first-run houses 
the sufferers, local branch managers 
declare. 

These managers claim that the vast | 
bulk of the business now goes to| 
these suburban and neighborhood | 
theatres and that, in consequence, it 


has become necessary to obtain from 
them a larger part of the revenue to 
offset losses downtown and to enable 
producers to function properly. 


Resisting demands for higher film | 





| nearly 


for awhile the efforts of police and 
| studio officials to get the show un- 
| derway. 


| seph Pasternak, producer, who ac- 


| vine and Mrs. Devine; Mischa Auer; 


| lanes 


Aqua Preem-O 





Hollywood, April 29. 
Pacific Ocean, sceme of the first 
sea-going film premiere, has 
nothing on Lake Michigan, 
which is hosting the preem of 
‘Scattergood Pulls the Strings,’ 
first picture to be launched on 
an inland lake. Picture will be 
unveiled on the new steamer, 
Milwaukee Clipper, May 29, with 
simultaneous screenings in Mil- 
waukee, Chicago and Muskegon, 
Mich. 
Guy Kibbee stars in the Pyra- 
mid feature for RKO release. 





— 


Flame of New Orieans’ 


Preem Gives La. City 


— 





Big Taste of Hollywood 





By TED R. LIUZZA 
New Orleans, April 29. 


With all the fanfare of a tradi-| 


tional Holly wood opening, Universal's 
‘The Flame of New Orleans’ was 


given its world premiere here Thurs- 
day (24) at the Orpheum. A dele- 


| 


More UA Sales Revamping by Kelly be 
Briefies About Theatres-Exchanges 





Continuing his efforts to reorgan- 
|ize United Artists sales organization 
| for maximum efficiency. Arthur W. 
Kelly, recently-named v.p. in charge 
of domestic distribution, ordered a 
large-scale switch last week in- 
volving reshuffling of districts. 

John J. Dervin, previously an- 
nounced as southern district man- 
ager, was the object of a bit of 
mind-changing and was sent to New 
England instead. Change followed 
the splitting of the New York, New 
Haven, Boston, Philadelphia and 
Washington territories, formerly 
under Charles Stern, into two dis- 
tricts instead of one. Dervin will 
headquarter in Boston and cover 
Boston, Buffalo and New Haven, 
while Arthur Silverstone, formerly 
handling Philly and Washington, 
now will be in charge of New York 
as well. He'll headquarter in New 
York. 

Stern has been shifted to district 
manager for Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis and Denver, with office 
in Chicago. He _ succeeds Irving 
Schlank, whose territory did not in- 
clude Denver. Latter was switched 





: be | from the West Coast district remain- 
gation of picture players took the|! : ¢ 
city by storm and were themselves | ing under Ben Fish in Los Angeles. 


taken by storm when the | 
crowd in front of the theatre balked | 


Present for the opening were Jo- 


companied Mrs. Sam Jones, wife of 
the governor of Louisiana; director 
Rene Clair and Mrs. Clair; Hugh 
Herbert and Mrs. Herbert; Andy De- 


Helen Parrish; Reland Young; Rudy 
Mate, cimematographer; Bruce Ca- 





' bot, who co-stars in the film with| 


Marlene Dietrich; Muriel Stafford of | 
New Orleans, ‘Premiere Girl,’ and | 
Evelyn Ankers. 


The crowd waiting the arrival of | 
the film people in front of the thea-| 
tre packed University Place and an| 
extra detail of 30 police was added | 
to the original squad of 25 to keep} 
open. The celebrities were} 
presented to the mob from a plat-| 


|rentals, however, neighborhood and; form on the sidewalk. 


$100,000 AD CAMPAIGN | 


ON ‘BLOOD AND SAN ] 


Campaign for ‘Blood and Sand’ is | 
being lined up by 20th-Fox as one | 
of the biggest and most costly drives | 
put on by the company in the last | 
few years. Picture, which is set for 
release May 30, probably will be | 
backed by a campaign costing con- | 
siderably in excess of $100,000. 

One of the initial guns in the | 
campaign is an elaborate brochure, | 
prepared by Chas. E, McCarthy’s | 
advertising staff, which is going out | 
to 1,000 first-run exhibitors this 
week. It details the history of the 


|to these contentions, assert trade is 


suburban exhibitors declare they’re | 
able to show figures revealing a 
steady and substantial downtrend in 
grosses and profits over the past 
several years. Without cash and | 
merchandise giveaways, they claim, | 
they’d be unable to operate at all | 
and, as a matter of fact, compara- 
tively few now are showing a profit. | 
Although boxoffice returns have 
been continuously dwindling, oper- 
ating costs keep on mounting and 
now are at a new peak. 

Instead of being able to pay more 
for film, they must have reductions 
if they’re going in business, accord- 


’ T 
ing to the neighborhood exhibitors. ‘(AMPA s Platform for Next 


But the branch managers are blind 


poster work for ‘Blood and Sand,’ | Ser ee Se ee ee earns 


which was taken from original color | 
art done by Carlos Ruano Ilopis, | 
noted Mexican artist. Louis Shan- 
field, company’s art director, planed 
to Mexico City to contract for this 
art work. 

Christy Wilbert and Eddie Solo- 
mon, of 20th-Fox publicity-exploita- 
tion staff, already have started out 
On the road on the cam- 
paign on the picture. 


advance 


Bolton Ad-Publicity 
Director for Selznick 


Hollywood, April 29. 
David O. Selznick signed Whitney 


Bolton as his director of publicity 
May 1.! 


and advertising, beginning 
Victor Shapiro, former incumbent. 
remains with the outfit as manager 
of a new department of pre-produc- 
tion exploitation. 

Bolton's first chore under the new 
alignment is to hop to Guadalahara, 
Mexico, to fetch back a musical act 
Signed by Selznick during the recent 
Film Festival. 


7 . 

UA’s ‘Feeling’ Contest 

United Artists has set a limerick 
contest with the New York Journal- 
American as a tieup on Ernst Lu- 
bitsch’s ‘That Uncertain Feeling,’ set 
to open shortly at the Music Hall, 
N. Y. J-A readers are asked to com- 
plete four-line limerick published 
each day, with total cash prizes of 
$700. 

Contest runs 14 days, beginning a 


week before opening and running a | 


week into the two-week engagement. 


than downtown. 





TENN. WANTS ‘SERGT. 
_ YORK’ PREEM, OR ELSE 


| 





Memphis, April 29. 
State is up in arms over reports 
that Warners may preem ‘Sergt. Al- 
= C. York’ at the American Legion 
convention in Milwaukee Sept. 15. 


Several cities, notably Memphis 
and Nashville, have been licking 
anticipatory chops for some time 


|} over prospect of a world unveiling 
in this sector of the film based on 
the state’s No. 1 World War hero. 

Governor Cooper has given offi- 
cial ‘cooperation on the _ picture’s 
manufacture, even to attending ban- 
quet in Hollywood in connection 
therewith, and it was presumed 
there would be big doings in Dixie 
when the time came to unc@grk. 

If Milwaukee plans materialize, 
Volunteer State may squawk offi- 
cially. The mutterings can already 
be heard in Hollywood. 


| Dizzy Bally 


i 
| 





| Wacky midtown ballyhoo attracted 
| Times Sq. attention this week. For 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ unit at Loew’s 


| State, a screwy, pantsless street pa- | 


| rader heralded the show. 

‘A Girl, a Guy and a Gob’ at the 
| Criterion, also on Broadway, was 
| ballyhooed by a rickshaw trio, the 
gal and the gob being pulled by the 
| ‘guy.’ 


| 


| 
| 
j 


| 


was 


The film contingent arrived | 
Wednesday (23) and were feted at) 
a round of doings which started with | 


Schlank has not yet been reassigned. 

C. E. Peppiatt has been promoted 
from branch manager of the New 
Orleans exchange to southern dis- 
trict manager. Latter post was re- 
cently vacated by Hugh Owen, who 
went to Paramount. Bert Stearn is 
district manager of Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh and Indianapo- 


lis, with Buffalo taken out of his 
group to be switched to New 
England. 


No change has been made in Jack 
Goldhar’s territory, embyacing 
Detroit, St. Louis, Kansas City and 
Omaha. In the Canadian district, A. 
Iscove has replaced Abe Feinstein 
as exchange manager in Calgary. 
Feinstein resigned. 


Ia.-Neb. MPTOA Meets Mid-May 


Lincoln, Neb., April 29. 

The meeting for the organization 
of MPTOA in Iowa-Nebraska, with 
election of a president to replace 
deceased Charlie Williams, will come 
off in mid-May. Joe Kinsky, Tri- 
States district manager in Omaha, 
and Bob Livingston, Capitol here, 
are making the arrangements. 

Still no indication that the 1,100- 
seat Variety, operated on second run 
basis by T. B. Noble, Jr., ¢ 
ard Federer here, will be torn down. 





an official reception at city hall,| tt; understood the city which start- 
where Pasternak was given the keys| eq and got condemnation in the in- 
to the city and made mayor for the| terests of a street widening program 


day. Later there was a _ cocktail| 
party at Broussard’s restaurant, and} 
at night the same group again were | 
guests of the local Universal ex- | 
change at dinner at the famous An-| 
toine’s. Mayor Maestri proclaimed | 


will let the house operate until 
Noble and Federer decide whether 
or not they'll build a new house. 
The Best, Topeka, closed for re- 
modeling. 
C. D. Briles has bought the Newks, 
Burlington, Kan., from Al Newcomb, 


the day of the premiere a legal hol-| sick for some time. 


| iday. 





Season; Trotta New Prez 


At a closed meeting of retiring 
officers and directors of the Asso- 
ciated Motion Picture Advertisers, 
held Thursday (24), a final report 
submitted, making the follow- 
ing recommendations among others: 

1. That membership be limited to 
people working in the advertising 
and publicity branch of the picture 
industry es a means of reestablish- 
ing the AMPA as an organization 
set up for such workers. 

2. Further and establish some 
form of relief for the eastern branch 


3. That a_ social affair be ear- 
1941-42 in line with de- 
velopment of a relief fund, with this 
to be tied in with celebration of the 
20th anniversary of Will H. Hays in 


ranged for 


the industry, proceeds to the relief 
fund. 
Last - mentioned recommendation 


was made by Leon Bamberger, RKO 
sales promotion maneger, outgoing 
president of the AMPA. Report made 
at the Thursday meeting also urged 
that more new members be ob- 
tained. Under Bamberger’s regime 
more were brought in than for any 
prior year, total now being 148. It 
was also reported that the AMPA 
has continued weeding out ‘dead 
wood.’ 

According to final figures, more 
than $2,000 was netted on the Sil- 
ver Jubilee dinner-dence of the 
AMPA held April 4. 

In the election for the coming 
year, also held Thursday (24), Vin- 


cent Trotta, for many years head of | Hazen L. Funk, manager of a large | 


the art 
and now 
elected president, while Ed Schrei- 
ber, of Warners’ publicity depart- 
ment, was chosen v.p. Bamberger 
remains a director. 


department of Paramount 


with National Screen, was | 





New Charlotte, N. C., Nabe 
Charlotte, N. C., April 29. 

Charlotte’s third community thea- 
tre will be erected in the Plaza sec- 
| tion. Will seat 600. 
| Construction of picture theatre 
building at Rockwell is now under 
| way and J. W. Mitchell, Spencer the- 
atre owner, said today he had leased 
it for 10 years and would begin 
| operation there in August. Capacity 


W. G. Enle, Raleigh manager for 
N. C. Theatres, Inc., since 1926, pro- 
moted to district manager in charge 
of eastern North Carolina. 

Luther Yandle named manezger of 
| the Colonial, North Kannapolis, only 
theatre in Rowan County now show- 
jng Sundays, it has been announced 
by Sam Taincher, for Kannapolis 
Theatres, Inc., operators of the Co- 
lonial. Yendle succeeds Kenneth 
Kornahrens, who expecis to be 
drafted in the near future. 


DeLodder Heads Co-Op 
Detroit, April 29. 

Fred DeLodder, owner of Your 
theatre here, was elected president 
of the Co-Operative Theatres of 
Michigan at the annual stockholders 
meeting. Other officers, Ben J. Cohn, 
of the Senate, vice-president; James 
C. Ritter, secretary, and Bernard R. 
Kilbride, treasurer. The directorate 
will consist of Lew Wisper, Ben 
Cohen, Wade Allen, Charles Komer 
and Gustave W. Funk. 

Four houses, either newly opened 
| or still under construction, lined up 


with Co-Op being George Smith’s | 
Irving Belinsky’s | 


Pix at Lapeer; 
Clawson, at Clawson: Sol and Mac 
Krim’s Krim in Highland Park, and 
| Louis Schussel’s Bel at Melvindale. 
|New membership was issued to 
| Anthony Dubiel, of the Graystone, 
Detroit. 


A committee from 40 business or- | 


| ganizations in Detroit have petitioned 
| Mayor Edward J. Jeffries to appoint 


| nabe, the Great Lakes, to the soon 
' to be vacated post of City Controller. 
| Mayor Jeffries welcomed the sug- 
| gestion and said the he would confer 


| with Funk upon his return here in | 


| another week from a Florida vaca- 
tion. Another former theatre man, 


George W. Trendle, former head of 

United Detroit, recently was re. 

appointed to the Fire Commission to 

—¥ it 20 years of civic service for 
im. 





Fred Larkin’s Post 
Minneapolis, April 29, 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) has 
appointed Fred Larkin city manager 
| at Sioux Falls, S. D. Ralph Phillips 
goes from Sioux Falls to the Para. 
aoem, St. Cloud, Minn., to replace 
im. 








More Camp Theatres 


Boston, April 29, 
| Camp Edwards, on Cape Cod, and 
| Fort Devens, in Ayer, Mass., will get 
new film theatres. Edwards will get 
two and Devens one. 

Ioka theatre, in Exeter, N. H., is 
| undergoing renovations, inside and 
;out. Fred Markey manager. Other 
| remodeling in this sector perks up 
the Strand, Newport, R. I.; Rivoli, 
Salisbury, Mass.; Keith’s, Fairhaven, 
Mass., and Empire, New Bedford, 
Mass. 

E. M. Loew open-air theatres in 
Lynn, Saugus, Providence and Mil- 
ford, Conn., have opened. Riverside 
Park drive-in at Springfield, oper- 
ated by Ed Carroll, opens May 1. 

Variety Club, here, honored Jack 
Dervin in recognition of his recent 
promotion with United Artists. Der- 
vin, after several years as New Eng- 
land division marager, is shifting to 
the southern sector as division man- 
ager for UA. 








Schines’ Latest 


Canandaigua, N. Y., April 29. 

Schine officlals attended opening 
of their Lake, located on the Main 
Stem. It had been under construc- 
'tion for a year. William J. MacFar- 
| lane, manager of the Playhouse, is in 
| charge of the Lake as city manager, 
| and Ernest Crouch, former assistant, 
is house manager. Both Louis and 
| Meyer Schine were at the opening 
| with C. C. Young of Geneva, dis- 
trict manager. The Lake will play 
B pictures and second-run from the 
Playhouse. 








Nat Fellman to Cleve. 


In further setting up buying power 
in the field Joe Bernhard, general 
manager .of the Warner chain, is 
transferring Nat Fellman of the h.o, 
staff to Cleveland to take charge of 
buying-booking for the WB theatres 
in that territory. He goes to Cleve- 
land May 8. 

Initial move made by Warner Bros. 
so far as preparing to meet new 
buying conditions for the 1941-42 
product is in the transfer to Phila- 
delphia of Ed Hinchy, who takes 
charge of all film deals in that sec- 
tor. Hinchy has been an associate to 
Joe Bernhard and Clayton Bond on 
buying at the h.o. for some time. 
When he goes into the Philly post 
May 1, Lester Krieger, who has been 
handling booking in that territory, 
will join Ted Schlanger’s theatre 
operating forces in that key. 








Alvin J. Hoare’s Move 

Denver, April 29. 

Alvin J. Hoare, assistant at the 

| Longmont theatre, Longmont, Colo., 

| moves to Denver as manager of the 

} Lincoln. 

| Stanley Thomatos succeeds C. A. 

Mulock as manager of the Palace. 

| James Patty, RKO, moved to front 

office as student manager. 





Leach Retires 
Regina, Sask., April 29. 
Pekin, Castor, Alta., operated by 
R. Leach for the past 25 years, 
bought by H. and E. Jackson. Leach 
has retired and will make his home 
in one of the Southern States 


20th, Pitt, Facelifting H.Q. 
Pittsburgh, April 29 


Complete remodeling job sche 
uled for 20th-Fox exchange here 
Work will get under way in next 
few weeks. All metal and_ glass 
partitions to be removed, only dl- 
viding wall being between offices 
and booking departments. Three 


new booking booths will be installed 


lin addition to number of other 
modern improvements. 
Park, Blair Station, which folded 


some time ago, acquired by Mr. and 
Mrs. I. A. Abrams, who will operate 
it. 

Charles Silveus, veteran Waynes- 
burg, Pa., exhibitor who withdrew 
from the business more than a 
decade ago, planning to reenter the 
field shortly. Has several locations 
in view and expects to pick one of 
them shortly. Since retiring Silveus 


| has been in restaurant business. 





| Russ Brown’s Shift 
Seattle, April 29. 
Russell Brown, manager of Or- 
pheum, Spokane, goes May 1 to 
Aberdeen and Hoquaim as Ever- 
|! green Theatres’ manager for those 
towns, in the heart of the lumber 
and logging belt. He succeeds O. T 
| Taylor, who has resigned to go int 
business on his own. 


“4 
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Subsequent-Runs Ruin Chi B.0.; 
Wolf -Vaude $34,000, ‘Penalty’ and 
‘Army’ Unit 186, Liegfeld’ 3d Fine 
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Chicago, April 29. 

Not too much excitement around 
the loop boxoffices currently. New 
ictures indicate little boxoffice 
P allop, while some of the others are 
in their second, or third, or fourth 
appearance in the downtown area. 

‘Vivacious Lady,’ for instance, is 
playing_ its fourth showing in the 
loop. It's at the Oriental after 
having been part of a double feature 
in the Palace a few weeks ago. And 
prior to that it played as a first-run 

veral years ago. 

e Road to Zanzibar’ is in the Gar- 
rick after two previous weeks in the 
Chicago. Palace holds over the 
combination of ‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ and ‘Girl, Guy, Gob,’ while 
the United Artists continues into its 
third week with ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 
Apollo is in its 10th week with ‘Fan- 
tasia,, Which has been exhibiting 
good staying strength on its reserved 
seat grind. 

Of the new pictures about the best 
bet is ‘Sea Wolf,’ but this one is 
having considerable difficulty in 
arousing femme interest, which is 
oing to react against any possible 
ongevity. Femmes are having a 
better time in the Roosevelt where 
‘Adam Had Four Sons’ is giving 
them some problem drama to cry 
over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 40-50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(10th wk). Has started some cut- 
rating via special tickets to schools, 
selling orchestra seats for 60c. Going 
to $8,500 currently after good $9,500 
last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and stage show. 
Morton Downey headlining on the 
stage and accounting for a big share 
of what coin is coming in currently. 
Take points to’ $34,000. satisfactory. 
Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) finished | 
a fortnight along with Eddy Howard | 
on the stage to $33,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—TZanzibar’ (Par). Moved here from 
the Chicago and looks for $5,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
finally wound up what should be its 
last appearance in the loop at first- 





run prices for a long, long time, 
taking $4,300. 
Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 





‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Eddie Peabody and Dick Todd or- | 
chestra on stage. Vocalist Todd is 
about the only real b.o. item on the 
list. Gross looks like $12,000, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ 
(Col) and ‘Red, Hot and Beautiful’ 
unit on stage managed $13,700, all 
right 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Girl, Guy’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Great comedy and 
money combination as_ sold _ here, 
sticking to excellent $10,000 cur- 
rently after snatching brilliant $15,- 
500 last week. ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
follows on May 6 with afternoon 
grind and night-time reserved 
policy, day-and-date with two-a-day 
showing in the Essaness Woods. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—*Adam’ (Col). Femmes are 
liking this one, and it should build 
to satisfactory $9,000 for initial week. | 
Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) slipped 





sharply after good start, and was 
yanked after poor seven days at 
$8,100. 





, State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44) 
Penalty’ (M-G) and ‘You’re in Army 


offing this week and it’s entirely up | 
to the vaude end for the money. 
Timely tagged unit is whirling the 
register to nifty $18,000. Last week, 
Caravan’ (Par) aided by the Shep 
Fields orchestra, went to clean-cut 
$17,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 


35-55-65-75)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Holding up better than 
expected, going to $8,500 currently 


after taking good $10,400 last week. 


PENNY’ LEADS LINC, | 
$3,600: ‘WOLF’ PUNY 


| 








Lincoln, Neb., April 29. 
a , Boys Town’ and ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ are both doing pretty well | 
for the J. H. Cooper spots this week, | 
and ‘Penny Serenade’ is packing the 
banner for the town at the Varsity. 

Sea Wolf’ is searing Stuart patron- 
age away. There’s a lot of competi- 
tion in town, not the least of which 
is warm weather. 

Estimates for This Week 
_Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(790, 10-15)—‘West Tombstone’ (Col) 
and ‘Private Detective’ (RKO), split 
With ‘Outlaws Panhandle’ (Col) and 
Faces West’ (Rep). Not so good 
$800. Last week ‘Robbers Range’ 
(RKO) and ‘Melody Moonlight’ 
(Rep), split with ‘Gambling High 
Seas’ (WB) and ‘Happened Out 
West’ (20th), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; | 


‘Men of 


Started late in the week, but should 
be able to muster $3,500, go for 
the seven days. Last week ‘Great 
Lie (WB), got $3,200 in eight days, 
air. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; wed Se Vee Detective’ 
(20th) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par). 
Kids are hitti g the house strongly 
for T. Dorsey, and the gross looks 
like $1,500, good. Last week ‘Rangers 
Ride’ (Par) and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G), 
light $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Disap- 
pointment of the week, $2,000. Last 
week ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G), stayed 
only five days to $2,500, fair. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). 
Town’s leader, $3,600. Last week ‘Pot 
Gold’ (UA), got $3,200, which is a 
nice black margin for the ledger. 


LIE GOOD $15,000, 
GIRL SAME, 
BUFF. 


Buffalo, April 29. 
Turnstile activity at Main street 
cinema emporiums seems to have 
subsided somewhat for the current 
semester, due probably to the preva- 
lence of benefits, balls and bands, 
combined with the advent of day- 


light saving and spring weather. 
While indications are that ‘Great 
Lie’ will ring up another pleasant 
session at the Buffalo, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
appears none too sturdy at the Lakes, 
and the clicking of the choppers at 
other spots seems to be under wraps. 


Estimates for This Week 








Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Roundup’ 
(Par). Showing consistent pulling 


power. Probably around satisfactory 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G), ditto. 

Erlanger (1,700; 50-$1.50)—‘Fan- 
tasia’ (Disney) (3d wk). Stile slow- 
ing up, probably about $5,000. ast 
week, $5,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Strange 


Alibi’ (WB). Should get $15,000, 
very good. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 1 

Astor—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(6th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(25th wk). 

Capitol—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). 

(Reviewed in Variety April 9) 


Globe — ‘Girl in the News’ 
(20th) (3). 
Music Hall—That Uncertain 


Feeling’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety March 19) 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), 
(Reviewed in Variety April 16) 

Paramount—‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
(Par) (4th wk). 

Rialto—‘Mutiny in the Arctic’ 
(U) (2). 

Rivoli—‘Flame of New Orleans’ 
(U) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Great American Broad- 
east’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Great Lie’ (WB) (4th 
wk). 

Week of May 8 

Astor—I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(7th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(26th wk). 

Capitol—‘A Woman's 
(M-G). 

Criterion—‘People vs. Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G). 

Globe — ‘Girl 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Music Halli—'That Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Reaching for the 
Sun’ (Par) (7). 

(Reviewed in Variety April 9) 

Rivoli—‘Flame of New Orleans’ 
(U) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Great American Broad- 
cast’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Wagons Roll at Night’ 
(WB) (9). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


Face’ 


in the News’ 








(20th) (2d wk), dipped 


suddenly, 


coming in with under $10,000, but not 


bad. 





Holdovers Dominate B way; ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl Glamorous $35,000 but Marlene 
Not-So, 206; Hardy’- Heat’ a Big 326 


Though down in a couple of spots, 
business on New York's 


! 
| 
| 


first-run | weeks in advance. 


with options. Seats are on sale four 


Up to yesterday 


front is generally good. Total is not | (Tues.) advance sale was $2.500. All 


fancy, however, due to existence of 
a flock of holdovers. One picture is 


seats are gone for the preem. 
Good exploitation and ad cam- 


in its fourth week, another starts a| paigns were put on this week for 
fourth today (Wed.), while still an- | 


other show is currently thirding it. 


New ones of major importance are 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at the Capito] and 
‘Flame of New Orleans,’ Rivoli's 
tenant. Latter is quite disappoint- 
ing at less than $20,000, but ‘Zieg- 
feld’ is bringing new life to the Cap, 
where it will pull a virile $35,000 or 
better. Both hold over. 

The Roxy shares lower brackets 
with the Riv. ‘Lady from Cheyenne,’ 
forced into a holdover at the theatre 





in spite of slow going on its first | 


week, is getting nowhere and gives 
way tomorrow to ‘Great American 
Broadcast.’ Current second week 
for ‘Cheyenne’ will be less than $20,- 
000, while the initial seven days was 
only $31,000. 

‘Lady Hamilton’ bows out of the 
Music Hall tonight (Wed.) after a 


highly successful four-week run. On | (M-G), 


the finale it will get about $75,000, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


while the other strong weeks were | 
$96,500 (3d), $108,500 (Easter week) | 


and $98,500 (1st). A fifth week was 
under consideration, but decided in- 
stead to bring in ‘Uncertain Feeling’ 
tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 


Another holdover that is getting 
the coin is the Par show of ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ and Benny Goodman. Be- 
ginning its final (4th) week today 
(Wed.), with Harry James replacing 
Goodman, the house finished the 
third stanza last night (Tues.) at a 
sturdy $37,000. Goodman was un- 
able to continue due to prior one- 
nighter commitments. 

‘Great Lie’ and Jimmy Dorsey, in 
their third week at the Strand, are 
strong enough at an indicated $28,000 


| to also go a fourth lap starting Friday 


| 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Zanzi- | 


bar’ (Par) and ‘Free Easy’ 


(2d run). Repeat session will prob-| Private Secretary’ 
week, | version 
‘Penalty’ | former legit. 
(2d run), fair enough, just | 000 or close, very swanky takings. 


ably see good $6,500. 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) 

(M-G) 
over $6,000. 


Last 
and 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face 


Behind Mask’ (Col). 


pressive $5,500. Last week, 


Not very im- 
‘Nice 


Girl’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Lucky Devils’ 


(U), clicked with solid $8,500. 
20th Century (Dipson) 


(3,000; 30- 


44)—‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (2d 


run) and ‘Rookies Parade’ 


(Rep). 


Mild, probably under $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Shadow Stairs’ (WB), lagged but 


kept in black at $7,000. 


(M-G) } ond-run 





(2). The secohd week for the show 
was $38,000. * 

Things are humming at the sec- 
State with ‘Andy Hardy’s 
and condensed 
‘Crazy with the Heat,’ 

All signs point to $32,- 


of 


has 


‘Girl, 


also 
with 


Criterion 
life, 


The smaller 
been showing new 


Guy and Gob’ drawing a good $8,000 | 


the street’s two films, ‘Lady from 
New Orleans’ and ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) (5th 
week). Off considerably last week 
(4th) to $7,000 as against $9,100 the 
prior stanza. 

Broadway (1.895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (24th 
week). Still making good profit and 


| probably will remain for a while, 


although Walt Disney is turning the 
picture over to RKO; last week 
(23d), $15,000. Disney continues to 
control the roadshow run here and 
in various other keys. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Very steady 
business-getter from the opening 
gun and looks $35,000 or better, high- 
est grossed here in some time. Last 
week, second for ‘Men of Boys Town’ 
under $12,000, exceedingly 
disappointing. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)—‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep) moves in today 
(Wed.) following seven days with 
‘Girl, Guy and Gob’ (RKO), which 
did well, $8,000. Behind that ‘Mr. 
District Attorney’ (Rep), $5,500, light. 

Globe (1,800; 28-35-55)—‘Girl in 
News’ (20th). Not so good at only 
$5,000, same as scored last week by 
‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col). 

Palace (1,700; 20-35-55)—‘Sea Wolf? 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Model Wife’ 
(U) (1st run), doubled. In for eight 
days and will finish at around $8,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (WB) (1st 


run), $8,000. ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.) at $2 
top. 

Paramount (3.664: 35-55-85-99)— 
|‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (4th-final week) 
}and Harry James (lst week). Starts 


on the week ended last night | 
(Tues.). House opens ‘Sis Hopkins’ | 
today (Wed.). 


Much interest surrounds the open- | 


ing tomorrow night (Thurs.) of 
‘Citizen Kane’ at the Palace on a 
twice-daily $2 basis. The distribu- 
ting branch of RKO, which has 
taken the entire lower floor for 
opening night, has the house under 
lease from KAO for eight weeks 

















Survey of key city first runs currently reveals an 
| abundance of holdovers, with two new entries in the 
exhibition hopper, both of which, based on early re- 
|turns, are destined to strong boxoffice figures. They 
| are ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). starring Irene Dunne and 
Now’ unit on stage. Fine coin in the | Cary Grant, and ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), with James 
Stewart, Judy Garland, Lana Turner and Hedy Lamarr. 

Of the more successful holdovers, 
co-starring Bing Crosby and Bob Mope, is standing up 
in a manner to indicate that as a grosser if may run 
second on the entire Paramount releases of the year 
(exceeded only by ‘North West Mounted’) and Bette 
Davis in ‘The Great Lie’ (WB), on which insufficient 


‘Penny Serenade,’ ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ Current B.0. 
Honies; ‘Zanzibar,’ “Great Lie’ Hold Up Big 








intone 2, Sikeoan sin Wr me ttt 


amt 














heavy take. 
Meanwhile, 
Lubitsch 


Music Hall 


‘Zanzibar’ (Par), 


datings. Even 
until after its 


extended bookings have yet been reported to base an 


accurate estimate of strength. 
has been strong everywhere. 


‘Serenade’ is off to a tremendous start in 10 impor- 
tant keys, scattered from coast to coast, although both 


In its first stanza, ‘Lie’ 


From other 
ports of how 
Miss Jones’ 


first 

production, 
are distinctly disappointing. ! 
ever, should not be given to the mild returns in Mem- 
phis and Baltimore. 


for opening tomorrow, 
smash weeks of ‘That Hamilton Woman’ (UA). 
product has a habit of registering big at the M. H., | 
and then cashing in over the country on subsequent 
‘Rebecca’ failed to hit 
record-breaking 
the Rockefeller palace of pleasure. 
starts general release with plenty of prestige. 
Ups and Downs All Over 

first-runs 
the new 
(RKO) is doing highly satisfactory busi- 
ness in Pittsburgh, but only 


big city nabe-exhibition it is unquestionably due for 


returns from the new _ Ernst 
‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
Too much weight, how- 


Film is inked at the Radio City 


following four 
UA’s 


its full stride 


come 
films 


various conflicting re- 
are faring. ‘Devil and 


fair in Detroit and Louis- 


New York and Chicago bookings are in abeyance. Film ville. ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) has pushed along to some 
is a radical departure in theme from the hilarious encouraging second runs, after excellent first show- 
farce. ‘The Awful Truth,’ in which the same stars ap- ings, with holdovers in many spot ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 


peared two years ago. 


mesticity. 


ington, D. C. 


‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is Metro’s contribution to audiences 


‘Serenade’ is a tear-appealing 
| comedy-drama, highly spiced with sentiment and do- 
First run spots which are cashing in on its 
apparent popular qualities are Memphis, Louisville, 
Baltirnore, Providence, Frisco, Omaha, Lincoln, Seattle, 
Los Angeles (two houses, and held over) and Wash- 


‘Sea Wolf’ 


a draw. 


(UA) opens well without a show of any great strength: 
(WB) 
femme draw, and ‘Men of Boy’s Town’ (M-G) is satis- 
factory, but far from its distinguished predecessor as 


is spotty, reflecting some lack of 


Frank Lloyd's ‘Lady From Cheyenne’ (U) is an in- 


and-outer in the larger spots, but a good coin-getter 


in the wide, 


who like the big-flash, ornate, tuneful type of produc- drop of public interest in frontier drama. Marlene 
tion. Except in Buffalo, initial runs have been above Dietrich in ‘Flame of New Orleans’ (U) is penciled 
average in support, and in Detroit and Boston ex- at many houses for early showings. First reported 


tended engagements have been satisfactory. Marquee 
| zip for the most part has been potent enough to over- 
come whatever panning the reviewers plastered on the 


film, 


Bob Hope-Bing-Sarong, Wotta Parlay 
It is ‘Zanzibar,’ however, which is setting the box- 
After nearly a month in general release —themselves 
it continues strong in its third week holdover in six 
York, Denver, 
Philadelphia and San Francisco 
10-25-40)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) | tection periods lapse and the film gets 


office pace. 


cities. They are: New 


Detroit, 


lebut week, 


engagement is in Baltimore where the attendance was 
well way above normal; in New York it’s 


light on it 


In the subsequents everywhere ‘Buck Privates’ (U), 


ment on 


any 
it was released 
Minneapolis 

When pro 


into gene! 


weird will be 
lécree starts 


tarring Abbott and Costello, is 
marquee, 
for having passed up this offering when, 


the choicest entertain- 


Some first-runs are kicking 


° 1 
SIX We@@CKS a@Z0 


per 


tough it is to pick ’em in pi 


the exhibit! 


go. Just goes to show how 
ojection rooms, and how 
n period after the consent 


atir 


concluding week today (Wed.) with 
James band replacing Benny Good- 
man following third week with lat- 
ter ending last night (Tues.), when 
$37,000 was grossed. The second lap 
was rollicking $57,500 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA) and stage show (4th-final 
week). About $75,000, good for this 
far down on the run, will be added 
to three sock weeks up ahead. Last 


week (3d) was $96,500, extra swell. 
Rialto (750: 28-44-55)—‘Black Cat’ 
(U). Probably no more than $6,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Vaquero’ (20th), 
$5,500. 
Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-77-99 )—‘Flame 


| of New Orleans’ (U). New Dietrich 
| film isn’t doing so forte, less than 
$20,000 being seen for the first week. 
Starts the second Friday (2). ‘The 
final sixth week for ‘Doe’ (WB) was 
$12,000, while for two additional 
days an extra $1500 was gotten. 
Roxy (5,835: 35 - 55 - 65 - 75 ~85)— 


initial engagement at | 
‘Hamilton Woman’ | 


i the downtown 
| fused this week. B. o. 
| can’t 


| dualled 


‘Cheyenne’ (U) and stage show (2d- 
final week) No dice on the hold- 
over at under $20,000 and also slow 
on the first seven days at $31,000. 
‘Great American Broadcast’ (20th) 
opens tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Hardy’s Private Secretary’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and tab version of legiter, 
‘Crazy with Heat.’ Very big week 
of $32,000 or thereabouts is in store; 
unit stays a second week. Last week 
‘Lady Eve’ (Par) (2d _ run) and 
Clyde McCoy orchestra, $17,000, 
lean takings. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)—~ 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and Jimmy Dorsey 
(3d week). Still going good, this 
week appearing $28,000 or above, 
enough to hold a fourth round. Last 
week (2d) was $38,000, nice. 


INDPLS. BLAH, 
BUT TIE $8,000 


Indianapolis, April 29. 
No reasonable offer for business in 
sector would be re- 
is so limp it 
chin itself on a curb he 
weather will have to take the rap, 


{no other alibis being handy 
open spaces, showing there never is any | 


The 


house 


Indiana is the only robust 
in town with ‘Great Lie’ 


with ‘Man Who Lost Him- 


self.” Loew’s is suffering with ‘Miss 
Bishop’ and ‘Bad Man,’ and the Cir- 
cle is in worse shape pairing ‘Adam 
Had Four Sons’ and ‘Blondie Goes 
Latin.’ Lyric, with ‘Sis Hopkins’ on 
the screen and Ray Herbeck orches- 


tra on the stage is limping along toa 


break-even, despite low nut of booke- 
ing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—*‘Adam’ (Col) nd ‘Blondie 
Latin (Col) Poor $4.700 Last 
(Cantinied np eo 99) 
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4 of 6 Detroit Houses Have H.0.s; 
‘Smith’ Fair $16,000, ‘Jones’ Ditto 


jright $4,800. Last week ‘Great Lie’ 
(WB) and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (2d 
wk), $4,800, okay. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Sign of Wolf’ (Mono) and ‘Streets 
Cairo’ (U), plus vaude. Slow $4,200. 
vast week ‘Back in Saddle’ (Rep) 





Detroit, April 29. 
Despite the fact that four of the 
gix houses here have holdovers, De- 
troit still will click off a good week. | 
Both Michigan and Fox, with bills 
on the light side, have the only new 
stuff downtown and will make it a 


race at slightly above-average | and “Shot in Dark’ (WB , plus Logon 
grosses. Former has for its duo ‘Mr. — by Smiley Burnette, $5,600, 
ene poe, gas ong aie and Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
rOb. Fox has ‘Devil and Miss ving it ath no8 tt 
Jones’ coupled with ‘Dead Men Tell.’ (3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
, re "| and ‘Penalty’ (M-G). Immense $10,- 
Both ‘Zanzibar’ and ‘Night in Rio’ 900 in store. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ 
are catching a third week in the (20th) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th ) 
first-runs. Former has stretched its | (24 wk), $4,300, okay. 
stay at the Palms-State to two! Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
weeks after one at the Michigan. |50)—'Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
bolstered with the move-over of, Alibi’ (WB) (3d wk), moved over 
‘Reaching for the Sun,’ shown lo-!from the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last 


cally as ‘F.O.B. Detroit.” Adams has 
taken over ‘Rio’ after its two weeks 
at the Fox, and tacked on ‘Ellery | 
Queen’s Penthouse Mystery.’ 

United Artists, big in its first week 
of ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ and ‘Free Easy,’ 
will still hit average for the second 
stanza. ‘Fantasia,’ after 11 weak 
weeks at the Wilson, pulls out May 2. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Adame (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-88) ‘PENNY’ 16 


— ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Queen’s 


week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Double 
Date’ (U) (4th wk), $2,800, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
and ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) (2d run), 
okay $2,000. Last week, ‘Philadel- 
phia’ (M-G) and ‘Jennie’ (20th) (2d 
run, $2,400, good. 


Penthouse’ ‘Col). Former taken in 
afer two weeks at Fox, but nice 
$7.000 in sight. Last week, ‘Man- 
Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror Is- 
land’ (U), caught okay $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th). Fair $16,000. Last 





pon ; 7 Memphis, April 29. 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Sleep-| «penny Serenade’ is clicking an 
ers West’ (20th) ( 2d wk). pleasant | anthem in dollars at the New 


$14,000 after first week’s $20,000. f10 : 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | Malco boxoffice. 
30-40-55)—‘Mr. and Mrs. 


Dunne-Grant opus 


(RKO) and ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO). Fair | like spot’s best w ~ths 

- ’ f : a 2 spot’s best week in months. 
$16,000. Last week, Reaching Sun | Genuine surprise also is biz at 
(Par) with Harry James orchestra, 


Loew’s State on Beery’s ‘Bad Man.’ 


Eddie Bracken and Kitty Carlisle on “That Uncertain Feeling’ is lasting 


sieve big $24,000. — only four days at Loew’s Palace, 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.-| despite press raves. ‘Washington | 
009; 30-40-55)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d | Melodrama’ subs today (Tuesday). | 
wk after one week at Mich.) and | Warner is marking time with ‘Man- 
Reaching Sun’ (Par). Expecting a' Made Monster.’ 
nifiy $9,000. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ Estimates for This Week 
paired with ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), Warner (WB) (2.300: 10-33-44)— 
$17.000. , ; ‘Man Made Monster’ (U). Special 

United Artists (United Detroit) | pally may keep this one from dying 
(2,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ completely, with maybe $2,500 in 
(M-G) and ‘Free. Easy’ (M-G) (2d prospect. — Last week. ‘Great Lie’ | 
wk). Neat $10,000, after sweet $14,- (WB) (2d wk.), $3,400, sockeroo for 
009 last week. a ho. 

Wilson (2.000; 50-75-$1.10-$1.65)— | palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (11th wk). Still | ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). Reaction 
slipping with bare $5,000 after last | good, but little trade. With ‘Wash- 
week’s dull $6,000. ington Melodrama’ vicing for final 

ee three days, might give $3,500 on 
7 week. Last week, ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
Baseball Hits Dull (UA), $4,800, not bad. 


33-44)— Penny Serenade’ (Col). 
Dunnee-Grant tear-jerker rosketing 
to terrific $7,500. Last week, ‘Man 
Lost’ (U), plus two-day h.o. for ‘Zan- 


Seattle: ‘Zanzthar’ 


106, ‘Penny’, $7,500 


zibar’ (Par), $2,500, frail. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
are ; | ‘Bad Man’ (M-G). Beery no special 
Night oe i pull here in the past, but gettin’ ’em 
NIE as c as > to af : » a ac a 
Seattle, and is evoking the usual ree te ee Seer, Lat WORN, 


‘Miss Jones’ (RKO), $4,200, fair. 


gloom from theatre managers. Team Strand 


won the pennant last year, which 

makes the town enthusiastic over the | 
sport. Saturday night gets the big- | 
gest draw, with 8,000 to 10,000 cus- | 
tomers anticipated in the stadium. | 
Currently there is some talk of shift- | 
ing the Saturday eve tilt to Saturday | 


‘Li f ld H d 
afternoon, a maneuver that theatre- | 


men would not find hard to take. —— 

\mong the films this week ‘Zan- e 
zibar’ and ‘Penny Serenade’ are the ‘Jones’ Fine $13,000—‘C 
bi* leaders in a field otherwise dull. 

Vaudfilmer Palmomar has chopped 
its top from 50c to 40c, a move that | 
seems to go over good with the pa- | 
trons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) 
and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (3d wk), 
moved over from Paramount. Mild 
$1,800 in prospect. Last week ‘Top- 
per Returns’ (UA) and ‘Free Easy’ 
(1”-G) (3d wk), $2,300, good. : 


(Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 


Pittsburgh, April 29. 

Daylight savings could be the 
alibi this week, but for a change the 
boys don’t need one. Biz has picked 
up sharply after a sluggish fortnight 
and paced by ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at Penn, 
trade all along the line is showing 
a marked increase. Cooler weather 
has been a big help and quality of 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) CUrrent attractions can’t be dis- 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ counted either. 

(M-G) and ‘Mary Dugan’ (1-G) (24! ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ drew un- 
run). Headed for bad $2,300. Last | stinted raves from the reviewers and 
week ‘Western Union’ (20th) and /|is pushing Stanley several grand 


‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (2d run), 
$? "00, fair. 

“Colonial (Sterling). This week. 
§1 Ssequent run. Last week (800: 30- 
40-50)—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
moved over after big week at the 
Palomar, but didn’t keep up pace, 


ahead of recent average takes while 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ at Warner, on 
moveover from Penn, is giving that 
house best stanza in couple of 
months. ‘Men of Boys Town’ doing 
very well in third week at Ritz, with 
only out-and-out flop being ‘Lady 


ering with $2,100. | From Cheyenne,’ which isn’t doing 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- | much more than holding the fran- 
Breen) (2,349; 30-40-50)—'Dictator’ , chise for Senator. 


(UA) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th) (2d 
wt). Moderate $4,400. Last week Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)— 
$2 700, big. | ‘Night Rio’ (20th). Opens tomorrow 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— | (30), house being shut down for 
*Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Break | three days while ‘Fantasia’ equip- 
N-ws (Mono) Plenty of newspaper |Ment is being dismantled. ‘Rio’ is 
advertising getting this pair off to | one of about four films Fulton ex- 


Estimates for This Week 


whale of a start. Looks to reach | pects to play before being shut down | 
great $7,500. Last week, ‘Lone Wolf for summer. ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
Chance’ (Col) and ‘Under Age’ | wound up eight-week stay Saturday 


(Col), $3,800, fair, ‘night (26), getting around $3,600 on 
*usic Box (Hamricx-Evergreen) | closing stanza. Run was generally 
(86: 30-40-50)—'Men Boys Town’ | a disappointment, film getting only 


(M-G) and ‘Scattergood Bains’ | two genuinely good weeks, 0 ing 
_‘Scatterg ains Ss, Opening 
(RKO) (3d wk). Fair $2,100, but ,and Easter, finishing at about $45,- 


eaving off. Last week big $3,600. 000 for the engagement. 





. ~pheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
C "9; 30-40-50)—‘Back Street’ (U) 50)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Pooh- 
and ‘First Romance’ (Mono). All| poohing of critics doesn’t mean a 


~~: | has crix and customers in tears, but | 
Smith’ | house management in ecstasy. Looks | 


New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 


33)—‘Monster Girl’ (Par) and ‘Mad 


Doctor’ 
| feature, 
(Col - 


(Par), second-run double 

three days; ‘Under Age’ 
two days; ‘Great Swindle’ 
(Col), two days. Looks like s0-so 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U), 
(2d run), three days; ‘Border Vigi- 
lantes’ (Par), two days; ‘Ends Night’ 
(UA), (2d run), two days, $1,500, 
about as expected. 


Trial-Wayne King 
$12,500; Mpls. Is 
Worse Than Usual 


Minneapolis, April 29. 

Continued abundance of holdovers 
—for the second consecutive week 
there are four of them—probably 
throws a false light on the local box- 
office picture. As a matter of fact, 
instead of the prosperity indicated 
by the retentions, there's deep-dyed 
depression, Takings are far below 
normal in practically all instances, 
| and it doesn’t require much boxoffice 
vitality to cause a holdover. Most of 
them are in the smaller houses, or 
are due to contract requirements. 
| A truer reflection of the boxoffice 
picture is found in the disappointing 
lreturns for Wayne King ‘and his 
'stage show at the Orpheum. Or- 
‘chestra is coupled with ‘Trial of 
Mary Dugan™ and returns are all 
right, but not in the $20,000 class, as 
in former years. 
|. Both ‘Rio’ and ‘Zanzibar’ are hold- 
| ing over for a second and third week, 
| respectively. As for ‘Fantasia,’ in its 
| third week at the Minnesota, it’s do- 
ling better than was expected—for 
) this town—but the figures. are 
nothing to write home about, con- 








———wrs 


| sidering the fine advertising cam- 

|paign and the 500,000 population 

here. x 
What actually has happened is a 


general collapse. In nearly every 
line, business has dropped almost to 
the vanishing point. And they’re 
| blaming the lack of war industries, 
la trek of workingmen away from 
| here to busier parts of the country, 
land the draft’s inroads. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
| ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (7th wk). An- 


nounced as ‘positively the last week’ 
for this boxoffice miracle worker 
which has been a gold mine for all 
concerned. However, public just 
won't let it go and the engagement’s 
end is by no means a certainty. Al- 
ready has pulled in nearly $24,000 at 
the Gopher and here. Should finish 
with at least good $2,000. Last (6th) 
| week, $2,600, very big. 

| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44)-—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Looks like slow $2,806 for final canto. 
Last week, good $4,200 after very big 
$10,100 first week at State. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Henry’ (Par). Radio prestige helps, 
but appeal is mainly to juvenile 
itrede. Good $3,000 seen. Last week, 
eo Lady’ (M-G), $2,400, mild. 
| 
| 


Minnesota (Mpls. Theatre Co.) 
(1,855: 50-$1.10)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3d wk). Geting class trade from all 
over territory, with plenty of school 


Hot Pitt, $1750 


heyenne’ Dismal $3,800— 


‘Zanzibar’ 2d Good 


| thing; that title and the marquee 
names are enough. Fell off from big 
opening, but looks like $17,500, 
plenty good. Although ‘Meet John 
Doe’ (WB) is slated to open Friday 
(2), itSs likely that it will be pushed 


back a week, with ‘Girl’ staying 
here Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
fine at $16,000. 

Ritz (WB (800; 25-35-50)—‘Men 


Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d wk. down- 
town, 2d here). Doing very well at 
this small-seater and on h.o. should 
grab at least $2,600, very good. Last 
week, ‘Town’ got $3,500 after being 


moved from the Stanley. 
Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U). Will be 


lucky to wind up with $3,800, poor- 
est here in some time. Last week, 
| ‘Nice Girl’ (U) in five days of h.o. 
| week, not bad at $3,300. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO), Everybody 
likes this one and it’s building. 


| Should move either to Warner or 
Ritz for h.o. week. WB deluxer’s 
last straight film before it returns 
;to presentation policy Friday (2) 
| With Horace Heidt’s band. Should 
| better $13,000 at least. Last week, 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) fell off sharply in 
final two days and wound up dis- 
|appointingly at $11,800. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Brought here 
| from Penn and showing a powerful 
| draft. Weekend biz sizzling and 
| with momentum should steam down 
| the stretch with an easy $7,500, per- 
haps more than that. Last week, 
‘Great Lie’ (WB), also on h.o. from 
| Penn. $6,800. 


Philly Jam: 


Fantasia - Dictator’ Exit Eases 


Blondie -Heidt 206 





and club parties. Most of the busi- 
i/ness crowded into the weekends, 
| with heavy plays for the lone mati- 
nees, Saturdays and Sundays. Mild 
but profitable .5,000 in prospect. 
Last week (2d), $7,000, okay, after 
good $9,000 first week. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 
| 44-55)-— ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and 
Wayne King orchestra and revue on 
stage. Always has done enormous 
| business here, but times are so bad 
/now. Looks like $12,500, good, but far 
| under takes of other seasons. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), $5,600, pretty 
good under all of circumstances. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Great Lie’ (WB). Picture well 
liked, but only $5,200, light. Last 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th), $5,400, mild. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Satisfactory $2,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO), first neighborhood 
showing, $2,800, okay. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—Night Rio’ (20th) (2d_ wk). 
Moved here from State. Mild $900 
indicated. Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), $1,000, light. 


CINCY SWELL; 











Cincinnati, April 29. 

Grosses are on the rise for second 
successive week, and exhibs are re- 
storing smiles. Belated release of 
‘Great Dictator’ is the topper cur- 
rently for Cincy’s highest gross in 
| weeks, It’s in the biggie Albee and 
|fetching nearly double of the next- 
| best take, ‘The Great Lie,’ which ils 
}on the all right side at the Palace. 
| Other fresh release in the 
|screen houses in ‘Wagons Roll at 
| Night,’ at the Grand, but not rolling 
| very well. 
| Vaudfilm Shubert is in the okay 
| bracket with ‘Las Vegas Nights’ and 
‘Gay New Orleans’ revue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
|‘Great Dictator’ (UA). Rollicking 
$17,000, town’s tallest take for quite 
|}a spell. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par), 
| big $15,000 

Capitol 
| ‘Zanzibar’ (Par). 
Albee for extended first run. Very 
good $5,500. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
| Town’ (M-G), first-run switch (2d 
| wk), okay $4,500. 
| Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Old 
| Colorado’ (Par) and ‘Dead 
Shoes’ (Mono), split with ‘Lone Wolf 








(RKO) (2.000; 33-40-50)— 


Moveover from 


|Chance’ (Col) and ‘Trail Silver | 
|Spurs’ (Mono). Seasonal $2,000. 
| Same last week for ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 


| (U) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th), divided 


|with ‘Mutiny Arctic’ (U) = and 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB). 

| Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50) 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB). Poor $3,000 
Ditto last week on ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO). Transferred 
from Palace for extended first run. 
Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ 
(20th), first-run, moveover (2d wk), 
dull $3,000. | 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Third 


week of initial run and second move- 





over. All right $3,000. Last week, 
‘Model Wife’ (U), first-run switch | 
(2d wk), terrible $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB). Good $10,000. 
Same last week for ‘Miss Jones’ 
| (RKO). 


| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
|‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) and 
New Orleans’ revue. Okay $11,500. 
|Last week, ‘Melody Three’ 
and Ted Weems’ band, 
| last half to $9,500, fair. 


“TIEGFELD’ 136 IN K. C.; 
‘SLEEPERS’-DAVIS $7,300 


: Kansas City, April 29. 
Biz along theatre row hasn't been 
what was expected following Easter. 
Part of this is charged to film at- 
tractions, and part is explained by 
opening up of spring and outdoor 
attractions. 


Ly ae y 
Gay 


drooped in 








is giving the house its best week 
since ‘Phaladelphia Story,’ but 


trend of biz as are other houses. 
Newman is still strongly in the swim 
with ‘Road to Zanzibar’ in its third 


is twin bill of horror films at the 
Orpheum. 





(Continued on page 22) 


CHAPLIN $17,000 


straight | 


Man’s | 


(RKO) | 


| Loew’s 


/handsome $11,000. 
|Girl’ (U) (2d wk), faded to $5,000. 


Currently the only strong regis-| Yard’ (20th). 
trant among the boxoffice entries is | fair. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at the Midland, which | 


which isn’t reaching up into that | ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) (3d wk). 
class, probably feeling the general | 700 after good $3,200 last week. 


' : : | Ronds de Cuir’ 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis band is giving | 000. Last week ° 


vv 





Philadelphia, Apri! 29. 

Log jam of product, caused by the 
tieup of two first-run houses by long 
runs, is about to be broken, with 
the announcement of the ending of 
‘Fantasia’ after eleven weeks and the 
closing of ‘Great Dictator’ after 
seven sock weeks. 

The Disney concert-film has been 
playing at the Aldine, ordinarily the 
first-run show caser for United Art- 
ist product. ‘Dictator’ was featured 
at the Stanton, usual unveiling spot 
|for actian-type film and horse operas, 

‘Fantasia’ bowing out with a |imp- 
ing gross, while other deluxers are 
| still looking for the expected boom 
in their b.o.s in view of all the pub- 
licized ‘defense spending.’ Getting 
the top gross is Horace Heidt's show 
plus ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ at the 
Earle, but it’s below expectations. 
Only other newcomers are ‘Bad 
Man’ at the Stanton and ‘Rage in 
Heaven’—both only in the fairish 
class. 

For the rest it’s holdover week, 
| with the best biz being chalked up 
|by ‘Road to Zanzibar’ and ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl,’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-75-86- 
$1.14-$1.71) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(llth wk). Valedictory week getting 
the benefit of ‘last-chance-to-see-it 
advertising and raising slightly for a 
fair $6,300. Last week low $5,000. 
Disney's experiment winds up Satur- 
day. House vill be darkened for 
three days, reopening Wednesday 
with ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Ends Night’ (UA) (3d run). Dis- 
appointing and being yanked tomor- 
row (Wed.) after poor $1,800 for 
{four days. Last week ‘Nice Girl’ 
;(U), okay $3,200 for third run 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
| ‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). Slipping 
|somewhat on h.o. with mediocre 
| $11,500, after neat $17,00 for opener. 
Goes out Thursday (1) for opening 
lof ‘That Hamilton Woman.’ 

Earle (WB) (2,350: 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Blondie Latin’ (Col) with Horace 
Heidt’s stage show. Combo deriving 
an even $20,000, good, but no world- 
beater. Last week ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
with Abe Lyman’s band, sour $15,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68) 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (3d wk). Rollicking 
along with fat $11,000 for this round. 
Last week zingy $14,000. ‘Devil and 
Miss Jones’ unfolds tomorrow ‘(Wed- 
nesday ). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Rage Heaven’ (M-G). Just getting 
j}under wire with $4,500 for first run. 
|Last week ‘Buck Privates’ ‘(U) 
showed effects of long stay at Fox, 
netting a bare $3,500 for second-run 
try. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2d run) N.s.h 
$4,000. Last week ‘Men Boys Town 
(M-G), better with $4,400. 





Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Marquee names counteracting pan- 


ning by crix and netting a clicko 
| $16,500 for holdover. Opening week 
a hefty $21,000. 
Stanton (WB) 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G)., 


(1,457; 35-46-57)— 

Looks like satis- 
factory $4,800. Last week ‘Dictator’ 
(UA) bowed out after its long and 
successful run with fine $4,500 for its 
seventh week, 


‘STREET’ 11G, MONTREAL 


| 


| Moving Day for 100,000 Families 
Dents B. 0O.—‘Rio’ 2d 5G 


Montreal, April 29. 


ing in the annual Montreal trek this 
week signifies a big hole in grosses, 
which will last until next Saturday 
| (May 3). Best grosser currently is 
‘Back Street’ at Loew’s. Best of the 
others do not look for over $6,000, 
which should be the take at the 
Capitol for ‘I See Ice.’ Orpheum re- 
peats ‘Son Cristo’ for third week as 
a good filler 

Estimates for This Week 


| Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2d wk). Should 


be good for nice $5,000, after smash 
$9,000 last week. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 
i\See Ice’ (Brit-Emp) and ‘Street 
Memories’ (Rep). Pointing to good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Buck Privates’ (U) 
j}and ‘La Zonga’ (U), fair $5,500. 
(CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Best in town with 
Last week ‘Nice 


25-45-55)—'I 


Princess 
‘Bad Man’ 


(CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
(M-G) and ‘Scotland 

Best hope is $3,000, 
Last week ‘Rage Heaven’ (M- 
G) and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), 


| weak $2,800. 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
Fair $2,- 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


(2d wk). Pacing for nice $1,200 after 


| (600; 25-50)—‘Mayerling et Serajevo’ 


week. ‘Lady from Cheyenne’ in the | good $1,700 last week. 
Fox houses is showing up mildly, as | 


St. Denis (Fr 
34)—‘Le__ Bossv"’ 


-.-Film) (2,300; 25- 
and ‘Messrs les 
Good enough $4.- 
ttement de Coeur’ 
good $5,300. 





and ‘Le Voleur, 


A hundred thousand families mov-. 


-@ 
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Frisco So-So; ‘Ziegfeld’ Smart 








San Francisco, April 29. | 

‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ at the Warfield, and 
‘Penny Serenade,’ at the Orpheum, | 
have things pretty much to pect 


elves on the main stem this week. 
Most of the other first-runners have 
holdovers or weak entries. 

Even though competish is_ nil, 
neither ‘Ziegfeld’ nor ‘Serenade’ will 
do terrific biz. This is due partly to 
the long running time, which cuts 
down the turnover, and partly to me- 
diocre openings. Warfield took in| 
$2,300 and the Orpheum $1,700 on 
opening days. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Ride On, Va- 
quero’ (20th) (2d wk). Just fair $10,- 
000 on the holdover. Last week, 
strong $20,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk). 
For the first time will drop below 
five figures. Night trade has been 
heavy, but matinees have been pain- 
fully light. Will do around $9,000. 
Last week, okay $10,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
65)—Black Cat’ (U) and vaude. Tip- 
off on weak screen fare is the billing 
of the vaudeville, which is getting as 
much space as the ‘Black Cat’ in the 
newspaper ads. 
sense this, too. 
Last week (2d), ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) 
and vaude, poor $9,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- | 
40-55) —‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and) 
‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col), ‘Penny’ is | 
getting raves from the crix. Show is | 
running much too long, so ‘Lone | 
Wolf’ was dropped over the week-| 
end in order to increase turnover. | 
Will hit fine $13,000. Last week, | 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ | 
(U), a dud at $7,500. | 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
560)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep) (3d wk). If-biz 
continues to hold up, this combo will 
remain for a fourth stanza, which 
would establish a precedent here. 
Have sights on $9,000 this week. Last 
week, v.g. $12,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) (‘(move- 
over—3d wk). A disappointer at the 
Fox, but a good grosser for the St. 
Francis. Will grab around $5.000. 
Last week, sizeable $6,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) 
40-50)—Dictator’ (UA) 











(1,200; 35- 
(3d wk). 


Holding up surprisingly well. Will 
do around $7,500 this week. Last 
week, sweet $10,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 


—Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Shadows 
Stairs’ (WB). This house has had a 


couple of lemons of late, and can 
stand something like ‘Ziegfeld.’ Biz 


very much on the up side at $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and} 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), hit below $8,- | 
000, disastrous. 


‘Zanzibar’ Pacing 
OK Balto, $15,000; 
‘Penny’-Vaude 126 


| 








Baltimore, April 29. 

Downtowners here maintaining an 
even if not exciting pace, getting ir 
$ome solid grosses on weekends and | 
Olding fairish gait thereafter. Best | 
this week is ‘Road to Zanzibar’ at | 
the Stanley, where liberal capacity 
is helping build a rosy take. Also 
steady is ‘Penny Serenade,’ at the 
combo Hipp, and ‘Flame of New Or- 
leans,’ at Keith’s. Rest of town just 
$0-s0. Doings here have been slight- 
ly off since the pre-Easter period. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew's UA) (3,000: 15- 
28-44)—"Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 
Mild response to possible $7,000. Last 
week ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), held up fairly 
well at $8,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
16,26 -80-44-55-66) —‘Penny Serenade’ 
Col) plus vaude. Maintaining rath- 
er steady pace toward $12,000. Last 

eek, second of ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) 
&dded all right $9,400 to solid open- 
ing round at $14,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-35-40 )—’Flame New Orleans’ (U). 
Nicely spotted here for some steady 
daytime trade, and reaching for sat- 
isfying $9,000. Last week, ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA) attracted femme fol- 
lowing and okay $8,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
40)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Holding modestly at $4,000, after 
chalking up a total of $11,800 for | 
previous brace. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- | 
55)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Leading cur- 
rent parade and making house’s am- 
ple capacity count to total a rosy 
$15,000 and a sure h.o. Last week. 
Second of ‘Great Lie’ (WB), added 
Consistent $6,300 to strong initial 
sesh at $12,900, 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,567,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Be BOOP c ccaccccses $1,525,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 170 theatres) 








bo~pe biz all over town. ‘Great 
| Lie’ 
| traction, aiming at a good tally for 
Public seems to| the l : 
A loser at $10,500.| starrer was given special exploita- 
tion impetus in advance by the world 


month. 


| ‘Federal 


|and femme trade to tune of around 
| $19,000, 


| ‘Shadows Stairs’ 
| tinued 


’ ae se 
i ‘Ziegfeld 


, About $6,000. 


Man Borneo’ (M-G). Will wind up 
a little under $10,000, pretty fair. 
Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
and Wayne King orchestra and revue 


| On stage, a terrific $20,300, close to 


$17,000, Penny 136, ‘Cat’ Weak 


house record (10-40-55). 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—Zanzibar’ (Par) extra four-days 
holdover with ‘Father’s Son’ (WB). 
Last week, very good 
$10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Virginia’ 
(Par), split with ‘Frisco Docks’ (U), 
‘Get Girl’ (U) and ‘Night Train’ 
(20th). Fair $900. Last week, ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO), ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G), split with "Devil Commands’ 
(Col), ‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Bank 
Dick’ (U), good $1,100. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep), ‘South 
Suez’ (WB), ‘Vigilantes’ (U), triple, 
split with ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), 
‘Easy Question’ (Col), ‘Santa Fe’ 





BETTE $19,000: 
HUB B.0.S 
STRONG 


Boston, April 29. 
It’s a week of holdovers with en- 





is the outstanding new at- 


Metropolitan. Bette Davis 


preem in Littleton, N. H., earlier this 


‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ held over for five 
days at the Orpheum and State is 
showing superior draw over hold- 
over of ‘Nice Girl?’ at the Keith 
Memorial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—Streets of Cairo’ (U) and ‘Train 
Robbery’ (Rep), with Edith Fellows 
topping stage show, four days, and 
ugitives’ (Prod) and 
‘Break News’ (Mono), three days. 
Heading for okay $8,000. Last week, 
‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and Earl Car- 


(WB), ‘Virginia’ (Par), ‘Margie (U). 
Around $1,000. Last week, ‘Colo- 
rado’ (Par), ‘Reuters’ WB), ‘Honey- 
moon Tree’ (WB), triple, split with 
‘Ghost Patrol’ (Cap), ‘Spending’ 
(WB), and ‘Across Sierras’ (Col), 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ (U), just fair $900. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee . (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Back 
Street’ (U), ‘Virginia’ (Par), split 
with ‘Night Train’ (20th), ‘Reuter’s’ 
(WB) and ‘Suez’ (WB). Fair $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
(RKO), ‘Come Live’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Get Girl’ (U), ‘Victory’ (Par) 
and ‘Bank Dick’ (U), good $1,200. 


[ville Booming; 
Penny Best At 





846, ‘Lie’ $3,700 





Louisville, April 29. 
With the help of perfect weather, 
and a spending spree on the part of 
local patrons which amounts to a 
boom, downtown houses are holding 





roll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage, full week, 
$15,600, good but not sensational. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- | 
55)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Shadows | 
Stairs’ (WB), continued run from | 
Met. Indicating fair $4,500. Last | 
week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th) (both continued run | 
from Met), $5,500, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 
39-44-55) —‘Nice Girl?’ (RKO) and 
‘Man Lost’ (U) (2d wk). Sighting 
$12,000, okay. First week of same 
combo $19,000, very good. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 
$1.10-$1.65) ‘Fantasia’ 
(14th wk). Perking up to 
$9,000. Spurted last week, 
closing announced for May 3, 
tallied $8,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) — ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
‘Knockout’ (WB). Luring both male 


28- 


55-75- 
(Disney) | 
around 
after 
and 


{that downtown 


‘Night | 
Stairs’ 


Last week, 
and ‘Shadows 


good. 
(20th ) 


Rio’ 


| (WB), $18,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), holdover (five 
days). Will ring up about $14,500, 
dandy. First week (seven days), 
slicko $21,000. 

Paramount (M&P) 
44-55) — ‘Night Rio’ 
(WB) 
run from Met). 
so-so $6,500. Last 
(Par) and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th) 
(both continued from Met), $7,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-55) 
—Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dead Men 
Tell’ (20th) (both continued from 
Par and Fenway). May hit $5,000, 
excellent Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Adam’ (Col) (both 2d 
run), $4,000 

State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55) 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col) (five day holdover). 
Ambling along at a $10,000 gait, very 
good. Initial frame (seven days), 
$16,000, big. 


PENNY’ TUNEFUL $6,500 
IN OMAHA: ‘POT’ 106 


Omaha, April 29. 

Off to a good start, ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ at the Brandeis is earning 
$6,500. Orpheum’s ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
won't do badly, probably pulling up 
at slightly under the $10,000 mark. 
At the Omaha, ‘Road to Zanzibar’ is 
being held over four days after a 


(1,797; 28-39- 
(20th) and 
(both con- 
Aiming at 


nice initial week, and will touch 
$6,000 for four days. Settling 
weather is looked forward to as 


favorable to show business. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- | 
(Col) | 


25-35-40)—‘Penny Serenade’ 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Nice 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), very good 
$6,000 

Orphéum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-30- 
40)—Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) and ‘Wild 


| with ‘Penny Serenade.’ 
| at the Mary Anderson is well on the 


week, ‘Zanzibar’ | 


their own against a rapidly ac- 
celerating tempo, leading up to 
Derby Day (3). Gee-gees started 
running at Churchill Downs Satur- 
day (26), and drew a tremendous 
opening day crowd. Naturally, biz at 
the first-runs at night 
Leading the field 
‘Great Lie’ 


Miranda No Ball o 


Fire at $14,000, 


In L.A. with ‘Topper’; ‘Penny’ Wow 
29G, ‘Lie’ $20,500, ‘Zanz’ 2d $20,000 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
yh. ra $296,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
SS | Ree err $322,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


TAEGFELD’ 21!6, 
D.C. PATRONS 
FLUSH 

















Washington, April 29. 

Hordes of visitors still flocking 
here to augment the already flush 
‘boom town,’ and with milder 
weather breaking last week's un- 
seasonal heat wave, showshop pro- 
prietors are happier. dweek 
Government payday expected to aid 
eonsiderably in holding at high 
level grosses which started with fine 
week-end biz. 

‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ at Palace, is out 
to top the town, winning critical ap- 
proval for being as lavish and spec- 
tacular as a Ziegfeld musical, in spite 
of shortcomings. It’s having a tough 
battle, too, with Earle’s ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ plus Joe Cook personal. Loew’s 
is competing with itself, also, for 





filmusical trade, technicolor ‘Night in 
Rio’ being ensconced at Capital in 


| same block with Palace. 


was good. | 
is Loew’s State | 


okay side, while ‘Sis Hopkins’ at the | 


Strand and ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ 


turns. 
Switch to daylight saving time was 


made Sunday (27), after newspaper 
polls, court cases and the like. 
Change was fought by exhibitors 


here, but now that the new time has 
adopted, opinion generally is 
houses won’t suffer 
to any great extent. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
and March of Time. Returns on 
second week still plenty okay, and 
word-of-mouth has been potent. 
Looks like $2,000, after last 
week’s excellent $3,800. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 
—‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and 
Sierra’ (WB), split with ‘Henry’ 
(Par) and ‘La Zonga’ (U). Shaping 
up for good $1,600. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Bank Dick’ (U), 
split with ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and 
‘Victory’ (Par), allright $1,500 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col). Getting 
the breaks this week and filling ’em 
up in the evening, although switch 
to daylhght time Sunday (2 
may bring slackenimg of pace as the 
week pr Indications poi 
ng to best figure in town, probably 
Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
ind ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), copped 
hefty trade from teachers’ conven- 
tion to click off fine $8,000. 

Mary Anderson’ (Libson) (1,000; 
| 15-30-40) —Great Lie’ (WB). Day- 
| light saving time may be an advan- 
tage to this house, which follows 
sing Folks here like 
their night show to break at about 
11 p.m. maybe the single bills 
won’t hold ‘em so late. Doing plenty 
okay currently, and from indications 
should h.o Fine $3,700 in sight 
| Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) on h.o. 
stanza managed fairish $2,800. 


} a 
veer 


ZO d 
W 
15-25) 
‘High 


saving i) 
] 


yoresses it- 


ale nolic. 
I l€ pic policy 
. 


1 
ana 


30-40 )—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Re- 
pent at Leisure’ (RKO). Critics like 


top pic, but wicket traffic is not 
hefty. Early pace was on the light 


side, and from indications returns 
will be nothing to rave about, prob- 
ably fair $7.000. Last week, ‘Night 
| Rio’ (20th) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 
; (20th), healthy $9,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and 
‘Romance Rio Grande’ (20th). Strong 


family appeal, with natives going for 
the Judy Canova brand of tomfool- 
ery and singing. Pacing for allright 
$3.500. Last week. ‘Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep) and ‘Devil Bat’ (Ind), 
} $2,500. 


weak 


a+! 
at | 


| the Rialto are pacing for good re- 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- | 


Healthiest of the holdovers is 
‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ at Keith’s, 
shooting for $9,000 in its third week, 
only a grand shy of second week’s 
take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) 
66)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) and vaude. 
Fighting the competition for good 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ 
(UA), plus no-name vaude, dropped 


to $15,500. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Men Boys’ Town’ (M-G) (2d run). 


Pointing to good $4,500 for third 
downtown stanza. Last week, ‘To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) (2d run), just 
managed with $4,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and vaude. 
Combo of Dunne-Grant, plus Joe 
Cook personal on stage, both pushed 
by critics, excellent at $20,006. Last 
| week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk) 
| plus vaude, better than expected at 
$13,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO), Still holding 
up in third week at $9,000 and may 
stay on. Last week, fine $10,000. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Man-Made Monster’ (U). Not so 
hot $4,000 if it’s lucky. Last week, 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) (2d run), good 
enough $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)-— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Lavish pro- 
duction values plus draw of name 


cast makes it look like a winner at 
$21,500. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) died 
much to surprise of house and critics, 
with mere $14,000. 


‘LIE’ 21G, BROOKLYN 
$20,000—Penalty’— Wife’ 
Dull $14,000 


‘Zanzibar’ 


Brooklyn, April 29 


Satisfactory attendance at prin- 
cipal downtown deluxers this week 
Fabian Paramount on top due to 
‘Great Lie’ and ‘Mr. District At- 
torney.’ Fabian Fox also in the 


black, thanks to ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ 
and ‘Road to Zanzibar.’ RKO Albee 
is weak with ‘Penalty’ and ‘Model 
Wife.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) and ‘Model Wife’ 
(U). Dull $14,000. Last week, ‘Nice 
Girl’ (U) and ‘Scotland Yerd’ 
(20th), nice $18,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and ‘Zanzibar’ 
(Par). Strong $20,000. Last week, 
‘Submarine Zone’ (Col) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA), quiet $15,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618: 25-35-50)— 


‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 
Inspiration’ (M-G). Okay $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (U) and 


‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), good $17,000. 
Paramount (Fabian) €4,126; 25-35- 
,50)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep). Fine $21,000. 
Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB), quiet $15,000. 
Strand (WB) (2.870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Land Liberty’ (M-G) and ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep). Quiet $4,000. Last 
week, ‘School for Husbands’ (Ind) 
and ‘Virgin Bride’ (Ind), fair $4,500 


—~ + 


(3,434; 28-39-44- | 


Los Angeles, April 29. 

Mostly gloom in town this week, 
although a few of the acers are head- 
ing for neat profits. Biggest disap- 
pointment of the stanza is the poor 
showing of Carmen Miranda on the 
| stage of Grauman’s Chinese theatre. 
Temporary revival of stage shows at 
| this boulevard ace house failed to 
| elicit the interest expected, and the 
|South American comedienne will 
garner a slim $14,000 on her sevene 
day booking. 

Paramount is going strong on holde 
over of ‘Zanzibar’ and the Phi! Hare 
ris orchestra on stage, while ‘Penny 
Serenade’ should grind out a big 
$29,000 at the RKO and Pantages, 
with a holdover assured. 

Bette Davis in ‘Great Lie’ at the 
Warner day-daters, Downtown and 
Hollywood, is bringing in close to 
$21,000, good. Horror show at the 
Orpheum will not break any records, 
but similar show at the Hawaii is 
heading for big $5,000. ‘Hamilton 
Woman’ winds up (29) at the Four 
Star after six profitable weeks. ‘Fan- 
tasia’ continues as a road-show at- 
traction at the Carthay Circle, with 
Disney cartoon now in its 13th week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (13th 
wk). Will likely add another fair 
$7,000 on current stanza after 12th 
week brought very good $7,900. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
44-55-75) — ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
with ‘Penalty’ (M-G) matinees only 
and Carmen Mirenda on stage. 
South American film player, after 
| excellent opening, failed to hold up 
| as Was expected and a weak $14,000 
|is best in sight. Early estimates fig- 
|}ured the act would draw around 
| $25,000 at least. Lest week, ‘Night 
| Rio’ (20th) and ‘Jennie’ (20th), neat 
| $10,400. 
| Downtown 








(WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
|—'Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Black Pare 
rot’ (WB). Bette Davis opus head- 
ing good $10,500 and holds. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Mr. No- 
body’ (WB) (2d wk), very good 
$8,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
595)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (6th 
wk). Will grab week $2,300 on final 
stanza, making way for ‘Major Bar- 
| bara’ (UA). Last week, okay $3,400. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55)— 
‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hore 
ror Island’ (U). Weird effects both 
inside and outside the house coupled 
| with two spook films heeding house 
| toward probable $5,000. Last week, 
|\‘Emperor Jones’ (Levinson) and 
;‘Break News’ (Tri-Films) (2d wk), 
slipped to around $1,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—'Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Black Par- 
rot’ (WB). Good $10,000. Last week, 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Nobody’ 
(WB) (2d wk), so-so $5,600. 

Orpheum (B'’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 

‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face 


|Behind Mask’ (Col) plus veude, 
Horror show arousing just mild in- 
|terest, and Frank Gaby and Britt 


Wood on stage are not lending any 
mater draw. Best in sight is slim 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Wild Man Borneo’ 
(M-G) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO) with 
|holdover of Major Bowes Spring 
| Jubilee unit, $7,500 as anticipated. 

| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 


ial 


‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Foote 
light Fever’ (RKO). Big $15,000, and 
will hold with new second feature. 
Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) (2d 
boty) and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), neat 
7,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) with Phil Her- 
ris orchestra (2d wk). Heading for 
lucrative $20,000, after first week 
piled up just over $32,000. Picture 
holds for third week, with an added 
feature and new stage show brought 
in, 

RKO (RKO) 
‘Penny Serenade’ 
light Fever’ (RKO), 
earns a holdover. Last week, ‘Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) (2d wk) end ‘Dyna- 
mite’ (U), good $7,600. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Penalty’ (M-G). Best in sight is 
dismal $7,300. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ 
(20th) and ‘Jennie’ (20th), okay 
$14,100. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) —Night Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Jennie’ (20th). Not so hot on move- 
over, and poor $2,700 the probable 
answer. Last week, ‘Men Boy’s Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Free, Easy’ (M-G), not 
so hot at $3,900. 


(2,872; 30-44-55)— 
(Col) and ‘Foot- 
Brilliant $14,000 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
‘Rio’ (20th) and ‘Jennie’ (20th), 


Headed for weak $4,900 on moveover. 
Lest week, ‘Boy’s Town’ (M-G) and 
Free, Easy’ (M-G), slim $4,300. 




















12 


VARIETY Wednesday, April 30, 1911 














—— 











GOOD NEWS 


TRAVELS FAST! 





“A WOMAN'S 
FACE" 
inerehliy JOAN 
CRAWFORD 


MELVYN 


oe) tcl #.¥.) 
with 


CONRAD VEIDT 


Osa Mdssen + Reginald Owen... 
Albert Basserman ‘* Marjorie 
Main «Donald Meek «+ Screen 
Play byDonald Ogden Stewart 
and Elliot Paul » Produced by 


VICTOR SAVILLE 


Directed by the man who 
made ‘Philadelphia Story’’ 


cj te) tc) Malt] de) 





it started as a whisper... 


coast-to-coast columnists spread it... 
now all America will say: 


“A WOMAN’S FACE’ 
IS YOUR FORTUNE!” 


(from M-G-M, of course) 
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Australia Reports Possibility of U.S. 
Picture Firms Using Barter Setup to 
Escape Heavier Coin Restrictions 





4 
| 


Sydney, April 29. | 
With American distributors here} 


reported to have agreed to permit an Due 
| 


additional 1214% freezing of their) 
rental income in Australia, or a total | 
of 6214% (around $2,300,000), for the 
fiscal year ending March 1, 1942, it is 
unoflicially figured that some U. S. 
distributors may attempt some legiti- 


HAKE’S FOX HUDDLE 


in from Australia fer 
Office Huddies 








Clay V. Hake, 20th-Fox represen- 
tative in Australia and New Zea- 
land, is sailing this week from Syd- 


|ney for a huddle with home office 


executives, 
Hake’s visit is supposed to be for 


mate barter arrangement in mei the purpose of outlining recent film 
future to get additional money to| developments in Aussie territory. 
U. S., provided, of course, the Aus-| Understood that his trip is taking the 


tralian government does not set up place of 


any new restrictions. 

The $2,300,000 compares 
$3,100,000 permitted out of Australia | 
in the 12-month pact which expired 
last March 1. 


contemplated Australian 


| trek of one or more N.Y. executives 
with of company. 





Understood that the ° 
government intended to increase the | ase- e 
freezing to 75%, as in New Zealand, 


which would have permitted only 
$1,550,000 to leave Australia. Later, 
the amount was raised to $2,000,000 
with the U. S. distributors seeking 
at least $2,500,000. Final figure 
represents a compromise. 

It also was intimated that Ameri- 
can film executives were coming 
here to make a full probe of the 
present stup, with Walter J. Hutchin- 
son, 20th-Fox foreign chief, listed as 
the first to come dovén. 





Aids Yank Film 
Setup in India 


Passage of the U. S. Lease-Lend 
bill has caused such a favorable re- 





Present coin freeze of 75% in New action in India that the government 


Zealand will not be reducéd, 


it is| there is much less inclined toward 


understood here, with a possibility restrictions against U. S. film com- 
that the amount may be raised next| Panies on exporting coin and import- 


year. New Zealand pact is presently | 
operative for a year as of last Dec. 1. 
Amount allowed out in current 12-| 
month period is around $930,000, in- | 
cluding British films hamdled by 
U. S. distribs. 

Later it is believed that the Aussie | 
government will set a new tax, on| 
theatre circuit boxoffice receipts as| 
an additional aid in the nation’s war | 
effort. 





Barter Formerly Suggested 

Before the start of the present war, 
barter deals were suggested when 
Australia was having difficulty main- 
taining dollar exchange, but nothing | 
ever came of the idea. It was sug- 
gested the U. S. distributors accept 
wool, canned goods, timber, rabbit 
skins, precious stones and the like, 
but the American companies then 
fought any such arrangement, main- 
taining they were in the business of 
handling pictures and not other 
goods. It’s reported in New York 
that few if any companies would 
agree to the barter idea even now. 

It’s denied at the 20th-Fox home 
office that Hutchinson plans a trip to 
Australia. It’s also reported that no 
other film company officials contem- 
plate making. the trip, feeling that 
they are well represented by their 
managers on the ground in Sydney. 


WB TO SPEND $300,000 
ON ‘BIGGEST’ BRITISH PIC 


London, April 8. 








Warners’ ‘You Can’t Escape For- | 


ever,’ which goes on the floor short- 
ly, is intended to be the biggest WB 
picture locally since the 
Started production here. 

Cast is headed by Constance Cum- 
mings, Griffiths Jones and Ben Lyon. 
Supporting cast comprises Robert 
Morley, Ann Dvorak, who has joined 
the Mechanical Transport Corps, and 
intends to hand over her salary for 
this picture for the comforts of the 
MTC; and Harold Huth, who re- 
turns to acting after having directed 
four pictures for Associated British 
Picture Corp. Miss Dvorak recently 
came here from Hollywood to join 
husband Leslie Fenton, who recently 
joined Royal Navy. 

John Harlow directs ‘Can’t Escape, 
with picture expected to cost around | 
$300,000. 





‘Under One Roof’ Is 
London Legit Click 


London, April 29. | 

‘Under One Roof,’ legiter opened 
at St. Martin’s theatre April 24, looks 
a promising bet. 
It’s an amusing comedy, with a 
rather anemic plot well acted. | 
Opening audience liked it. 


{cause of almost total 
| English and other European product. 


i three of them 


| 


company | 


ing films, Carlos Moore, general 
manager of United Artists in India, 
said Monday (28) in New Yark, 
where he’s visiting the home office. 
He declared that only a profound 
change in the war situation as it af- 
fects the Far East would make re- 
strictions likely. 

Despite difficulties caused by lack 
of shipping facilities for transporting 
films, and other minor headaches 
caused by the war, business is 
slightly better than ever before, 
Moore stated. American films have 
been doing increased business be- 
absence of 


Moore said native product was im- 
proving greatly, but still was no 
threat to imported pix. 
ducers make features for anywhere 


tion is limited by the fact there are | 


52 dialects in India. 
good only in dialect district for 
which they are made, but foreigns 
can play anywhere, 

One of the difficulties caused by 
the war, Moore said, is the blackout, 


| which has been causing a reduction 


in attendance at late evening shows 
when highest prices are in effect. 
He declared India has no giveaways, 
raffles or bingo, but other ‘sacred 
cows’ cause trouble. 

‘Our sacred cows do cause trouble,’ 
he explained, because when two or 
sit down in front of 
the boxoffice, the natives stay away 
until the cows finish their nap.’ 

This is Moore’s first visit to the 
U. S. in three years. War detours 
made the trip 12,000 miles instead of 
the usual 5,000. It took 37 days. 











‘Music Shows Draw 
Best at Mex Theatre | 


Mexico City, April 29. 

That music is the most popular at- 
traction at the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre) is demonstrated 
by the comparative ease in obtain- 
ing $150,000 (Mex) ($30,000 U. S.) by 
public subscription to assure the 
financing of 12 performances of 
grand opera by a Mexican company 
featuring Evangelina Magana. 


Company made its debut last week | 


to a capacity audience 
President Manuel Avila 
and his cabinet and several members 
of the diplomatic corps. The preem’s 
proceeds were devoted to the na- 


including 


,| tional fund for relief of the earth- 
| quake victims. 


Such poor subscription response is 
being accorded comedy presenta- 


|tions at the Balace that it seems 


doubtful there will be offerings of 
that sort this season. 


PERKINS TO N. Y. 

J. E. Perkins, Paramount manager 
in the Orient and the Philippines, is 
scheduled to arrive in N. Y. this 
week for confabs with John W. 





| Hicks, foreign sales chief. 


He arrived on the Coast about two 
+ 


weeks ago and has been looking at 
product since his arrival. 


| 


| tended by high government officials | 


| 
| 


TETY 
Honor Mex Bernhardt 


Mexico City, April 29. 
Singular honors have been paid 
Virginia Fabregas, Mexico’s Sarah 
Berhardt who has a theatre named 
for her here, on the occasion of her 
rounding out 50 consecutive years as 
an actress. 


A benefit performance, presented 
by ace Mexican thespians and at- 





and socialites, was tendered the 
veteran actress at the Palace of Fine 


Home Arts (National Theatre) April 20. 





ANY SHOW BIZ 
ILLUSIONS 





London, April 8. 
Editor, Variety: 


DatLy Variety issue has not long 


since reached these shores. Just read 
Arthur Ungar’s gentle reproach to 
the studios anent cold previews in 
projection rooms. Coastal sunshine 
of his smile would likely be further 
glummed at the setup provided this 
side for crix—and that all-important 
first viewing. 

Not alone is the ritual ‘cold’ but 
the room itself frequently as frigid. 
It doesn’t help any. In one case you 
walk right in off the street to four 
tight walls keeping maybe 30-40 





chairs together. You can’t sidetrack 


The picture is ever subservient to 
the atmosphere wherein it screens. 
Place mentioned is alone of its kind, 
true, but those majors maintaining 
private ‘theatres’ in basements of 
their office plants, still cannot ef- 
fectively loose their product to a 
suitably ‘warmed’ crowd. 


Places are all small and pack a 
case-hardened bunch of crix into a 
shell harder than his own. The 
writer has checked on the resultant 
mental effect this has toward a pic- 
ture, by catching both preview and 
cinema showing. The difference in 
approach to—and appreciation of— 





Indian pro- | 
| from $5,000 to $75,000, but distribu- | 


Native films are | 


Camacho | 


| the film selected, was more than suf- 
| ficient proof of the evident folly in 
| trying to base a worthy reaction on 
| projection reom screenings. 


| And another zany fetish—or trend 
come up fast here lately. 
There’s never been such a lineup of 
show biz names eager to tell all. 
The essential element of illusion in 
| entertainment—films and _ legit—is 


| —has 


being cut by the very gentry whose | 
Secrets of | 


living depends upon it. 
sound, camera effects, technique and 
method of direction or enacting for 
pictures—they’re all being fed Joe 
Public like so much news matter. 
Right soon he’ll be in a position to 
squawk about lighting on sets, some- 
thing on the ns-h side over here. 


And as for the stage, it’s becoming | 


just that—a place where muggs 
stroll up and down. They’re even 
running an air series to ‘educate’ 
those to whom a play, heretofore, 
meant something written by a 
| magician and interpreted by those 
equally star-lit 
Joshua Lowe. 


A bit tardy perhaps but a winter’s | 


Maxwell Estate Mulls $4,800,000 
Takeover of 400 British Theatres: 


| 
| 





PHIL REISMAN TO RIO 


RKO Foreign Chief On 3-Week 
Business Trip 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 


paenie 

1¢ 9 | 

| sailed for Rio de Janiero last Satur- 
day (26) on a business trip to take 


| about three weeks. 

| Reisman probably will give the 
| situation a quick looksee, too, as 
representative of the, film division 
for John Hay Whitney’s film com- 
mittee for cementing hemispheric 
solidarity. 


Clements Starred 
In British Air Pic; 








Corfield Preps 3 





London, April 8. 





‘has gotten underway. Sergei Nol- 
|bandov directing the Navy flying 
| picture, being upped from associate 
'producer booth. Supporting John 
‘Clements in feature brackets are 


your mind from the surroundings, | Leslie Banks, Jane Baxter, Edward | 


Chapman, Michael Wilding, Hay 
Petrie, Basil Syney, Frank Cellier, 
Betty Marsden. Feature is follow-up 
ito Michael Balcon’s ‘Convoy.’ 

| John Corfield announces three fea- 
tures to be made by his new indie 
producing outfit. First will carry 
Vie Oliver and Sarah Churchill, 
‘Ring o’ Roses,’ a laugh-novel by 
|Monica Ewer. John Paddy Carstairs 
| directs from script by Bridget Bo- 


| 


| Gaumont British-Gainsboro start- 
|ing cameras on ‘Ay Thang Yow.’ 
| Feature is around radio quip of star 
| Arthur Miskey. Moore Marriott and 
|Graham Moffatt supporting the co- 
|median; Richard Murdech_ co- 

starred, getting leave from military 
| service. 

Leslie Howard completed chore in 
‘49th Parallel’ and resumed work on 
his own production; ’49th’ has still 
several weeks to go. 





Colon, B. A., Would 


Feature Foreign Stars 
Buenos Aires, April 29. 
Possibility that the municipally 
owned Teatro Colon, already the 
largest South American user of U.S 
concert and operatic talent, may 
augment its summer season to fea- 
ture foreign stars is being considered 
here. 
| Success of current al fresco season, 
| whose biz was almost 20% over that 
| of last year, has already resulted in 
|announcement of plans for a 
|eutdoor theatre seating 15,000 to re- 
place the stadium of the Sociedad 


| . 
| Show rink is now used. 





‘Mexican Gov t Denies Discrimination 


Vs. Native Talent for Foreign Draws 








‘ Mexico City, April 29. 

The Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre) is not being run as a 
racket but for the presentation at 
the most reasonable costs to the 
public of the best shows obtainable, 
and there is the utmost impartiality 
in bookings, foreign and Mexican 
presentations being treated alike, 
asserted the Ministry of Public Edu- 
cation, the Palace’s administrator, 


answering attacks by certain news- | 


papers that alien productions are 
being allowed use of the theatre at 
ridiculously low prices. 

All presentations at the Palace, 
the Ministry declared, are on a per- 
centage basis. The Monte Carlo 
Russian Ballet, the Ministry said, 
was allowed use of the Palace at a 
reduced rate because it was obliged 
to pay its members in U. S. dollars. 
Though the presentation of this bal- 
|let was held to be an artistic success, 


{the company went far into the red 
due to peso intake and dollar expen- 
ditures, the statement declared. But 
the recent presentation did not cost 
the Mexican government a centavo, 


for the company paid all its ex- 
penses, while during a_ previous 
presentation of this show at the 


Palace the cash setback for the gov- 
ernment was $80,000 (Mex). (16,000 
'U. S.), the Ministry said. 

The Ministry branded as false the 
accusation by certain newsprints 
that it makes special concessions to 
foreign companies and artistes over 
Mexicans because the aliens are the 
better grosser. The Palace, the 
Ministry said, is just as glad to pre- 
sent a Mexican company or artiste 
of merit as it is foreigners. Fre- 
quently, Mexicans are presented 
even though the Ministry has to pay 
advertising and all other costs, the 
statement said. 


Ealing Studios’ ‘Ships With Wings’ 


new | 


|}Rural (Rural Society), whose cattle | 


Abrahams’ 4,000,000 Offer Nixed 


' 


London, April 29. 
Trustees of the John Maxwell ese 
tate, seeking to dispose of the Mexe 


well holdings in Associated British 
Pictures Corp., have turned down A, 
E. Abrahams offer of 1,000,000 
$4,000,000 ). It's 
understood that the trustees are cone 
sidering an offer by Legal and Gene 
eral Assurance Co. with Philip Hill- 
Oscar Deutsch, in conjunction with 
Arthur Rank and Charles M. Woolf. 

Object of the latter dezl would be 
to acquire contro] of 400 theatres for 
which the trustees are asking 1,200,- 
000 pounds ($4,800,000) on which the 
government is claiming 600,000 
pounds ($2,400,000) death duties. If 
the deal is consummated, buyers can 
take over after paying part of money, 
| with the balance settled after the 
war. 

Such 2 deal would give Odeon 
theatre circuit, of which Deutsch 
is the head, 400 more theatres, or a 
total of about 700 houses in the 
Odeon operzction, nearly doubling the 
Gaumont-British circuit’s total. Pro- 
posed transaction also would give 
General Film Distributors a big 
booking advantage because Rank 
and Woolf, figuring actively in con- 
templated deal, are executives in 
General. Booking adventage would 
be shared by United Artists since 
it is a stockholder in Odeon. Deal 
as presently outlined would be so 
| comprehensive it. would virtually re- 
|; vamp the film booking and theatre 
| situation in Great Britain. 

Before his death, Maxwell turned 
down an offer of 1,600,000 pounds 

($6,400,000) for his 4,000,000 shares, 


AGENT BOOKS APTS. FOR 
GAMBLING SYNDICATE 


London, April 29. 

Local 10%-er, whose source of ins= 
come has been greatly reduced since 
the outbreak of war, has hit on new 
way of earning money. He has bee 
come the official spotter for a syndie 
cate which promotes chemin de fer 
|} and other gambling games nightly. 

Company has to find new prem- 
ises, to dodge the law, and agent 
hunts special apartments which must 
| be located in the heart of Mayfair. 

Besides getting $40 for each apart- 
ment he digs up, he is also supplied 
with a lavish supper which includes 
plenty of liqucr and cigars. To date, 
he has been netting @steady income 
of $200 per week. 


pounds (about 














| 


Rosita Moreno Sails 


To B.A. for Picture 


| Rosita Moreno, Spanish-language 
| film star, left New York for Buenos 


| Aires by boat Saturday (26) on a 
| single-picture deal with Baires 
| Films. Player, born in Mexico and 
an American citizen, expects to re- 
turn around July 15 to accept an 
offer for a Broadway play in the 
fall. 


Miss Moreno was accompanied to 


S.A. by John Reinhardt, who will 
direct her (he also directed her in 
‘My Faith in You,’ which RKO is 
distributing); William Gordon, her 
manager, and her mother. Bulk of 


playdates for new picture will be in 
the S.A. market, but it also will be 
| offered to arty theatres in the U.S. 

Actress is the wife of Mel Shauer, 
Hollywood agent, who recently 
placed her in the hands of A. & S. 
Lyons to avoid professional and 
| domestic conflict. 


WB’S MICHAUD IN 

Henri Michaud, Warner Bros. rep- 
resentative in France, arrived in 
N. Y. last week for huddles with 
home office execs. He left France 
before the German edict taking over 
U. S. film exchanges, other proper- 
ties and monies. 
Michaud likely will be assigned 
another territory. 


ite 
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and Jerry Wald * From a story by Leonard Spigelgass 


Se Se Re SO 














Yon Yom! 


YOU'LL SEE SOON! 
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FLEXIBLE ADMISH SCALE 





Defense Matinees Proving Big B.0.; 
Lack of War Industry in NW Depletes 
Biz; More New Army Camp Theatres 


——— > 





Philadelphia, April 29. 


The ‘defense matinee’ experiment! to Camp Leonard Wood being con- 
| structed by the army in the Missouri 


of the Lindy, Stanley-Warner nabe, 


begun two weeks ago, has proved so | 
popular with workers in plants en-| 
gaged in producing war materials, ' 
that the circuit has spread the inno- | 


vation to eight other houses. 

The ‘defense matinee’ is held two 
hours before the regular 2 p.m. mati- 
nee, to give workers in these plants 
enough time to see a complete show 
before they go into work on the 
4 p.m. shift. Other houses are fea- 
turing special midnight shows, for 
workers winding up the late shift. 

The eight added starters are the 
Forum, Midway, Richmond, and 
Kent, in the industrial northeast 
section of the city; the Liberty, 


North Philly, the Benn, in the south-| 


-~west; the Broadway, near the Navy 
Yard, and the Palace, in midtown. 





Northwest’s Plaint 
Minneapolis, April 29. 

Although the Federal Reserve 
bank report shows that Northwest 
business volume in March was at 
the highest level for that month in 
more than a decade, exhibitors and 
those engaged in other industrial 
activities hereabouts complain that 
April has witnessed a complete col- 
lapse of business. Grosses have 
sunk to a record low for the month, 
theatre men declare. Other lines 
are crying just as loudly, too. While 
other industrial sections are boom- 
ing, the pendulum here is swinging 
the other way, it’s asserted. 

Reason for the local situation, it’s 
claimed, is’ comparative lack of war 
industries and army camps, also re- 
sulting in a shift of population away 
from here to other sections. Me- 
chanics, carpenters and other skilled 
and unskilled workers are leaving 
this neck of the woods for the more 
industrially active centers, accord- 
ing to theatre men. Conscription 
and movements of national 
units out of the Northwest to the 
south and far west also are draining 
the territory and nobody comes in 
to replace them, 


bees of the camp. 


week. Waynesville is nearest town 


Ozarks as a cantonment for 30,000 
or more men. A force of 27,000 
civilians and army engineers are 
now in the vicinity of Waynesville 
during construction of the camp. 
Contract for construction of the Ft. 
Wood was let in February and com- 
pletion came after only 60 days. 

C. A. Schultz and O. K. Mason of |} 
Commonwealth have reported biz 
very satisfactory. A second house, a 
450-seater, was constucted previous | 
to the Ft. Wood, and is being oper-| 
ated by T. J. Goshen, Sedalia exhib. | 

Camp Wood is skedded for comple-_| 
tion in early July and is expected to| 
heuse its full complement of men 
within 30 days after completion. A 
force of 8,000 or more civilans will 
be necessary accessories to the Op- | 








MGRS. UNION WINS WITH 


‘TWO DETROIT CIRCUITS 


first strike, 


'dressed picket 


guard | 





Detroit, April 29. 


Having won a settlement in their 
which won them the 
reputation of having the town’s ‘best 
line,” the Theatre 
Managers and Assistants Union now 
has presented contracts for recogni- 
tion to two new circuits here, the 
Krim Bros., operators of the Har- | 
mony, Krim and Lasky, and to Moss 
Bros., operating the new Parkside 
and Van Dyke. 

Union recently came to terms with 
Raymond Schreiber circuit after 
picket line was put in front of his 
Palmer Park. Pickets got plenty of 
attention since managers paraded in 
tuxes, fresh flowers in buttonholes, 
etc. House’s manager, Walter Mor- 
gan, was taken back, given one day 
off at same pay and other adjust- 
ments made in working conditions, 


| Matters still are pending on Schrei- 


| ber’s other four houses. 
Incidentally, those | 


who have been and still are depart- | 


ing are the best spenders for enter- 
tainment, it’s pointed out. 

Local theatre men declare there 
never 
memory when so many girés ‘stag’ 
it to their showhouses at night, com- 


has been a time within. their | 


ing unescorted. Just like during the 


World War, they say, 
shortage of young men again and 
business is being badly hurt. 


Fort Knox’s $66,000 Theatre 
Louisville, April 29. 

New $60,000 theatre seating 1,038 
now under construction at Fort 
Knox, 30 miles from here, will be 
opened within three weeks, accord- 
ing to announcement by Brig. Gen. 
J. W. Heard, commander of the 
Armored Force Replacement Center. 
House, located in the center, brings 
to three the number of picture houses 
at the fort, exclusive of an open air 


theatre used during the summer 
months. Two of the show houses, 
including the new theatre, are 


classed as temporary buildings. 
Regular feature films, shorts and 
newsreels, furnished by the U. S. 
Army Motion Picture service are 
shown on a twice-nightly 





Another in S. C. 
Spartanburg, S. C., April 29. 


there’s 4) 


) with “Lucky Sixpence’ 





Shirley Temple Signed 
For ‘Rooney’ by Smali 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Shirley Temple was signed by Ed- 
ward Smgil to make one picture, with 
options on further productions. Defi- 
nitely set is ‘Little Annie Rooney,’ 
in the offing. 

‘Annie’ goes before the lenses in 
September, after Miss Temple has 
finished her job in ‘Kathleen’ at 
Metro. 





Geo. Pal Ups Ups Wages 


, April 29 
Tentative wege set up at 

George Pal studio averted a walkout 

over the wee kend by —— 


Hollywood 


scale 


Salaries of all classifications were 
| revised upward to satis matt on work- 
ers and goes to New York for offic 


en l 
schedule. 


Camp Croft here gets another the- | gn 
| pervising art director. 


atre, three in plans for recently com- 


pleted 18,000-man camp being found | 


inadequate. 
Camp Wheeler, Macon, Ga., 
gets another house, making three. 
Pix proving more popular than of- | 
ficials thought at first, with result | 


also | 


several other camps tentatively ear- | 


marked for expanding facilities. 
Fort Woods’ 1,200-Seater 
Kansas City, April 29. 
Ft. Wood, new 1,200 seater, 
by Commonwealth 





Theatres in 


Waynesville, Mo., population 400, last ' J. Carrol Naish in the heavy role. 


| 
| 


okay. 


| theatre in question, he explains. 








UP OR CUT PRIGES 


ACCORDING 10 PIA 


Northwest Independent Cir- 
cuit Owner Cites ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ and 
‘Northwest Passage’ as 


Forerunners of That Idea 


Already 


BIZ HYPO 





wood Labor Unions Urge AFL 
Negotiate Immediately with Prods.: 
‘Subversive Scuttling’ Fears Aired 





Hollywood, April 29. 


Labor program, film unions in the 
Studio Basic Agreement have peti- 
tioned their international officers to 


producers to negotiate conditions. 
The American Federation of Musi- 





Minneapolis, April 29. 
Bennie Berger, prominent inde-| 
pendent circuit owner, wants North- | 


west Allied to launch a move for. 
flexible admission scales in the terri-| 


tory. Under his plan, theatre prices 


would vary according to the attrac-! 


tions. In a limited way, he points | 


out, this already has been done suc- | 


cessfully by boosting admissions for 
such pictures as ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ ‘Northwest Passage,’ ete. 

The Berger proposal contemplates 
an agreement by all the exhibitors to 
adhere to schedules of prices for 
| pictures, with a Northwest Allied, 
committee and distributor ee 
tatives setting up the schedules. 
does not mean that all houses Soule 
charge the same admissions, but the 
increase or slash for a particular) 
picture would start from a basis 
which had been established for the} 


‘It’s unfair to charge the same ad- 
missions for all pictures, regardless 
of their merits,’ says Berger. ‘It’s 
unfair both to the public and to the 
exhibitor. My plan, I’m confident, 
could be worked out in a practical 
manner and not only would help the 
boxoffice, but also result in the elim- 
ination of cash and other giveaways 
and rackets generally.’ 

Local independent neighborhood 
exhibitors are alarmed over Berger's 
decision to ‘experiment’ with reduced 
admissions by dropping his regular | 
28c scale to a dime for one day a 
week at his Paradise, de luxe up- 
town theatre. He’ll play independ- 
ent product and even may double 
feature on the 10c days, he says. He’s 
also using giveaways and gifts at 
the house for the first, time in two 
years. 

‘These measures are born of des- 
peration,’ asserts Berger. ‘I’m trying 
to bring back business.’ 


| Schenck Case 


ernment’s case was highly technical 
The jury found Schenck guilty of | 
evasions amounting to $253,692 ir) 
his 19385 and‘ 1936 tax returns, but} 
found him not guilty with respec 
to 1937. Moskowitz was declarec 
guilty of aiding evasions in 1936. 
Discussing the verdict and such 




















| tmcontinued frum pate * Qe 


| portions of the evidence and testi- 


mony that had swayed the jury 
| following the verdicts, a member of 
the jury declared that the wash- 
sales of stock in the Caliente (Mex- 
ico) hotel company and. the race- 
track were the transactions which 
led to conviction on the first count 
(1935 returns). In the following 
year the proved incident of failure 
by Schenck to report $10,000 of 
Presidential election winnings was 
the pivotal point. 

All financial transactions which 
Schenck had with Willie Bioff 
Coast labor leader, took place in 
11937. Although the income tax fea- 


He’il ae Acwhile 


Hollywood, April 29. 


20th-Fox handed Richard Dey a 
straight seven-year contrect as su- 


Day has worked on the Westwood 
lot for three years, after moving over 
from Metro. 





BACK INTO THE CLOUDS 
Hollywood, April 29. 
‘Forced Landing,’ second Pine- 
Thomas production for Paramount 
release, hopped off yesterday at Fine 
Arts studio with Gordon Wiles di- 


opened recting. 


Richard Arlen heads the cast, with 


tures of these transactions have been 
disposed of in the criminal action 
the Government has not pressed 
perjury indictments which came out 
of the investigation. It is said that 
Correa will make no decision as tc 
pressing the perjury indictments 


| until disposition of the appeal hear- 


ings. 
A second juror said that little 
weight was given to the Govern- 


ment’s charge of excessive deduc- 
tions from income listed as business 
expenses and of which much testi- 
mony was taken at the trial. He 
declared that the jury believed tha‘ 
the Government at any time could 
have challenged the returns and 


; stopped the deductions. 


'cilans was the only group not repre- 


sented when the following telegram 


was drafted and sent to the interna- | 


tional head of the’ electricians, 
laborers, carpenters, plasterers, ma- 
chinists teamsters: 

‘The business representatives of the 
crafts signatory to the Basic Studio 


Agreement have been confronted in | 
the past four years with a stalemate ' 


in improving the working conditions 


of the men in their organizations. 


' Also the outside crafts of the AFL | 
and dual organizations have secured | 
‘conditions exceeding those existing | 
/ under the Basic Agreement and also 


seek an immediate meeting with the | 


ue to the fact that there is again | 


appearing in the studios a subver- 
sive element to upset the AFL we, 
the business representatives, upon 


demand of our membership, urge the | 


necessity of an immediate meeting 
between the internationals commit- 


| tee and the’ producers committee for 


the purpose of negotiating condi- 
tions equal to those in effect with 
other crafts and in other industries 
and preserving the membership of 
our organizations. Because of the 
present shortage of skilled crafts and 
manpower we believe the present an 
opportune time to demand the con- 


| ditions submitted, taking into con- 


sideration the necessity of going to 


| reached when E. J. Mannix returns 


Charging that a subversive ele- | from the east and a new wage scale 
ment in the studios is trying to scut- | is expected to be in force by next 
tle the American Federation of | Week. 


Strike Stalemate 


Negotiations between the Colum- 
| bia Recording Corp. and striking 
employees has reached a stalemate. 
The strikers agreed to accept a com- 
promise offer suggested by Edward 
| Fitzgerald, U. S. labor conciliator, 
but the company turned thumbs 
down on the settlement. Homer 
Mitchell, attorney for the company, 
said no further move would be made 
to renew negotiations. The United 
Electrical Radio & Machine Workers 
of America said picket iines would 
be maintained, ‘that a call for a sym- 
pathy strike of employees at the 
Bridgeport (Conn.) home office might 
be issued, and that plans were under 
consideration for a secondary boy- 
|cott against air sponsors af the 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. 

The workers are demanding that 
the minimum wage be tilted from 
55c per hour to 75c, but had offered 
to compromise on 65c. They claim 
the only offer the company has made 
called for an increase of 1.7 cents 


| per hour, but Paul Crowley, com- 


extreme limits to obtain adjustments 


| requested.’ 


Painter Demands 


Demands for a five-day, 30-hour 
week, have been drafted by Moving 
Picture Painters Local 664, and will 
be presented to the producers as 
soon as the Studio Basic Agreement 
negotiations are completed. The 
painters also are asking for a mini- 
mum six-hour call, a guarantee of 
250 working days per year for 
permanent crew members, 10% above 
the seale for men not employed in 
permanent crews, and two weeks’ 
vacation for men who have worked 
two years or longer in the industry. 

The painters are offering to ac- 


New 


F cept 10% under the scale when em- 


ployed on location, but are demand- 
ing a gusrarntee of 70 hours per week, 
with triple pay for all time worked 
in excess of 10 hours daily. The 
union is asking that the label of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers of America be 
placed on all films before they are 
screened. 

Recommendations for short week 
and pay seales for the various shifts 
included: ‘A 30-hour week for all 
hourly rate men. Six hours per day, 
five days per week, Monday through 


Friday, shall constitute a regular 
work week, six within seven con- 
secutive hours between 6 aim. and 
6 p.m. shall be termed a regular 
work day.’? 


Extra Farnings Jump 

Total earnings of film extras in 
March showed an increase of $69,900 
over February, and the ratio of in- 
crease has been even higher so far 
this month 3ecause of the demands 
for high school students and young- 
sters 18 to 25 years the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild has found it necessary to 
issue nearly 1,000 waivers this 
month. Masy of these were for film 
soldiers within the draft ages. 

Earnings in March totalled $259.- 
740.17, as compared to $218,783 in 
March, 1940, when placements 
totalled only 18,783. The job place- 
ments for March of this year were 
22,294, an increase of 2,400 over the 
previous month. 

Fearful that the proposed limita- 


. tion on $5.50 extra calls would in- | 


crease budgets for ‘B’ pictures, pro- 
ducers are holding off negotiations 
for contract revisions demanded by 
Screen Actors Guild. Believed, how- 
jever, that speedy agreement wili be 


pany general mariager, said the in- 
crease would have been nearly four 
cents per hour. The strike was 
called April 11. 

Walter Spreckels, former regional 
director of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, has assumed his new 


| duties as labor contact for the Walt 


Disney Studio. William R. Walsh, 
senior attorney for the NLRB, has 
been named acting directo~ pending 
a permanent appointment, 


Hollywood Newsmen’s 
Threat to Sneak in 
On ‘Sneak Previews’ 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Hollywood correspondents were to 
serve notice on studios today (Tues- 
day) they will catch all sneak pre- 
views following word from the 
Studio Publicity Directors Commit- 
tee. ‘It will continue to give scribes 
every cooperation, but carinot at this 
time promise Coast critics complete 








protection over the east in matter 
of preview priority.’ 
Correspondents have demanded 


that all films be shown here for pre- 
view before New York, some claim- 
ing their jobs are jeopardized if 
films are continued to be shown 
there first, 


How Con Come Fo Jane? 


Hollywood, April 29. 
for Jane Withers at 
20th-Fox is a film version of the 
stage play, ‘Not For Children,’ writ- 
ten by Edmund Wolf and Ludwig 
Hershfield. 
Walter 
Franc 
play. 


Next starrer 


and 
the secreen- 


Morosco is producer 


is Faragoh is doing 


Paul Malvern at U 
Hollywood, April 29. 

Paul Malvern checked out of 
Monogram to join Universal’s asso- 
ciate producer staff. 

He draws ‘Flying Cadets’ as his 
first assignment. Pic was originelly 
slated for Burt Kelly, who recently 
left the lot. 


BARTON DIRECTS ‘PANAMA’ 
Hollywood, April 29. 

Charles Barton gets the direction 
chore on ‘Girls From Panama,’ with 
Jinx Falkenberg in the top role. 

Filming starts May 15 at Colum- 
bia under production supervision of 
Wallace MacDonald. 
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Great American Broadcast 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, April 25. 


26th Century-Fex release of Kenneth 
Macgowan production. Stars Alice Faye, 
Jack Gakie, John Payne. Cesar Romero. 
Directed by Archie Mayo. Original screen- 
play by Don Ettlinger, Edwin Blum, Robert 
Ellis, Helen Logan. Songs, Mack Gordon, 
Harry Warren; musical direction Alfred 
Newman: camera, Leon Shamroy and Pev- 
erell Marley; editor, Robert Simpson. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, April 24, 
*41. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Vicki AdamsS....ccccccecs rere Alice Faye 
Chuck Hadley...... Set etesnee det Jack Oakie 
Rix Martin......cccece enneeseeens John Payne 
Bruce Chadwick....... éabees Cesar Romero | 
Specialty.....ee- eeceece «»-.-Four Ink Spots 
Singer..... . sosveccseeses RE Bowie 
{ Nicholas Bros. 
Specialties. .cccesvceeresess } Wiere Bros. | 
Becretary ..-c.esccececs Mary Beth Hughes | 
Madame Rinaldi............ Fula Morgan 
WUPOTMGR . 0 occ cccsceseeeseses William Pawley 
Justice of the Peace...... Lucien Littlefield | 
Conductor. ...+se.068 eeeoees- Edward Conrad 
{ Gary Breckner 
Announcers. ....eeeeeeees4 Mike Frankovich 
l John Hiestand 
Jimmy...... PETTITT LT TT Eddie Acuff 
Bonnie... .+s0% pabeteues bacsees Mildred Gover 
BrakOMAan. .ccccerseccscseccscces Svd Saylor 
Bleadwaliter.:..ccscccece Pree ers Eddie Kane 
Be: POrter 0s Fe ccccocce .-.- William Halligan 
Counter MAM..ccccccscccccceses Frank Orth 
DOOTTAAR . 2 ois cceoscossevs Herbert Heywood 


A companion feature to 20th-Fox’s 
successful ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ and ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ the gen- 
eral pattern closely parallels the 
latter and three of the stars repeat 
in rather similar characterizations 
‘Great American Broadcast’ is light 
and breezy, a showmanly admixture 
of comedy, romance, drama _ and 
music woven around the extraordi- 
nary progress of radio broadcasting 
during the ’20s. It’s tuned for hefty 
biz in all runs, with good chances of 
catching holdovers in many keys. 
Grosses generally will likely equal 
those clocked by ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

Narrative takes plenty of dramatic 
license with the actual facts of 
radio’s progress in the 1920-30 cdec- 
ade: and although audiences will re- 
member many facts at variance with 
the picturized history, the liberties 
exercised by the writers will be 
overlooked. Scripters fudged a few 
years in setting the year of the 
Dempsey-Willard heavyweight battle 
in Toledo, but the switch was neces- 


sary to utilize the event for a major 


sequence in the picture; and only 
fight fans with exceptional memories 
will discover the time misplacing. 
Picture has many attributes on the 
entertainment side despite its thin 
and sketchy story. Most prominent 


is the breezy and zestful perform- | 
ance of Jack Oakie, who works ener- | 


getically throughout and holds audi- 


ence attention every minute he is on | 


the screen. There’s an exceptional 
collection of new songs written by 
Mack Gordon and Harry Warren, 
sung mainly by Alice Faye; special- 
ties of showstopping calibre by the 
Wiere Bros., Nicholas Bros. and the 
Four Ink Spots; and a series of 
smacko comedy episodes. 


Story details the adventures of 
Oakie, John Payne, Miss Faye and 
Cesar Romero as early pioneers in 
radio broadcasting. Oakie tinkers 
with a crystal set in his room, idea- 
minded Payne gets enthusiastic over 
wireless entertainment possibilities, 
Miss Faye is radio’s first singing star, 
and Romero supplies the early coin. 
There’s plenty of static along the 
road for the quartet, and splitup 
when Oakie’s girl, Miss Faye, falls 
in love with Payne. Couple marry, 
and struggle with a small station in 
Jersey, while Oakie and 
prosper in New York. Quarrel 
separates Payne and Miss Faye, and 
latter accepts a singing contract on 
Romero's | station. Oakie adopts 

ayne’s previous idea of a coast-to- 
coast network hookup, and uses the 
first anniversary celebration of the 


event to bring the estranged pair 
together. 


Original shots of the Dempsey- | 


Willard fight in Toledo are utilized 
to accompany the radio account of 
the fight. No pretext is made that 
this is other than old film, but it 
has been provided with sepia toning 
in the laboratory processing that 
allows it.to unfold without calling 
attention to its antiquitv and ‘graini- 
ness.’ Insertion of the clips is gne 
of the best examples of expert pro- 
duction judgment and editing of the 
past year. 

Presentations of the several songs 
are neatly spotted for maximum ef- 


fect, and catch greater attention for | 


their brevity. The Gordon-Warren 
tunes are topnotch, with ‘Where Are 
You?’, ‘I Take to You’ and ‘Long Ago 
Last Night’ ranking candidates for 
current popularity. Miss Faye de- 
livers the songs showmanship 
style. 

Specialties hit their intended mark 
of providing general audience enter- 
tainment. The Wiere Bros. (of.Clif- 
ford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere’ re- 


in 


vue) do their violin routine and then | 7 


Swing into a novelty comedy dance 
for maximum results. The Nicholas 
ros. again appear in the 20th-Fox 
filmusical with a variation cf their 
acrobatic dancing on the railroad 
platform, and the Four Ink Spots 
click in their three opportunities 
with their typical harmonies. Eula 
Morgan catches more than passing 
attention as the opera singer broad- 
Casting in the rain—and with Oakie 
@ssaying the tenor’s role. 

Oakie’s outstanding performance 
and comedy interludes highlight the 
roceedings. Payne impresses as the 
mthusiast with ideas in the future 
f radio, and makes substantia) 
rogress towards marquee rating. 


Romero | 


Miss Faye holds up her acting as- 
| signment satisfactorily, while Cesar 
|Romero handles his role in fine 
| fashion. 

Direction by Archie Mayo ac- 
'centuates the entertainment and 
| comedy angles of the picture and 
| 





subdues considerably the formula 
| plot groove of the dramatic portions. 
, Mayo carries the pace at good speed, 
and injects many surefire touches 
for laugh attention. Photography by 
Leon Shamroy and Peverell Marley 
is of high standard avenged ‘. 
alt. 


_ Flame of New Orleans 
| (WITH SONGS 


Hollywood, April 24. 

Pasternak pru- 
Dietrich; features 
Roland Young, Mischa Auer, 
Andy Devine, Frank Jenks, Eddie Quillan 
| Directed by Rene Clair. Original screen- 
| play by Norman Krasna; camera Rudy 
Mate; editor Frank Gross; director, 
Phillip P. Karlstein; music, Charles Previn 
lyrics Lerner. Previewed in 


| room, April Zs, ‘41 R 


release of Joe 
Stars Marlene 


Universal 
duction, 
sgruce Cabot, 


ass’t 


Sam 
projection 
time 78 MINS. 


Brad SBahlor..ccccceesevess ..- Eddie Quillan 
Auntie eevee, CCT re Laura Hope 
I ‘ kl Pangborn 

Harris 
cine Gower ese-us Muse 


ir ‘ther-in-laW.sseee Melville Cooper 


Crews 





Wi \: PREPPRREPE EET EEE ET ‘ 
MOI. 6005 60008h4000"6 30008 Emily 
OUSIN ,. cece eee er eres eset resee 
Cousin Dorothy Adams 
{ Anthony Marlowe 
i Gitta Alpar 


Opera BiInSere. .-<c2c<eo 


This Marlene Dietrich starrer is a 


Revere | 


studio | 
unning | 


‘The Black Cat’ (U). 


Evans | 
! Fitzroy | 
Virginia Sale 


| 


very thin and familiar tale of the | 


romantic interludes of a lady of 
dubious reputation a century ago. 
Picture misses its apparent mark of 
being a smartly sophisticated farce 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Great 





American Broad- 
east’ (20th). Top entertainment 
for all audiences. Will dial hefty.. 
biz and good share of holdovers. 

‘The Flame of New Orleans’ 
(U). Stereotyped Dietrich item 
in thin and lightweight story. 
For adult trade and dubious biz. 

‘The Wagons Roll at Night 
(WB). Exciting meller of the 
carnival biz; top programmer, 
okay in standard runs. 

‘They Dare Noi Love’ (Col). 
Anti-Nazi melier starring George 
Brent and Martha Scott. Ade- 
| quate supporter for regular runs, 

‘A Very Young Lady’ (20th). 
Jane Withers carries lightweight 
tale of adventures in a girls’ 
school. Good program support. 

‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Good B 
meller for the lower brackets. 
A ‘B’ far 





down in the alphabet. 

‘Love on the Dole’ 
Click screening of 
draina and novel, 

‘Robbers of the Range’ (RKO). 
Best of the Tim Holt series of 
westerns recently started, with 
good biz possibility. 


(British). 
original 


‘Rockies On Parade’ (Rep). 
Moderately entertaining army 
film. 

‘Historia de Una Noche’ 
(Argentine) Spanish languager 


has okay boxoffice possibilities. 

‘Heroes of the Sea’ (Artkino). 
Gripping naval spectacle glori- 
fying the Russian fleet. Inter- 
estingly done. 








by a considerable margin, winding | succeeds in evading successive sher- 


up as a lightweight entry that will 
| have a struggle to get by 
|'metropolitan sectors. Strictly for 


in the | 


iffs to keep the show moving. Yarn 
uses the carny atmosphere casually, 
sticking directly ta the melodra- 


adult audiences in the subsequents | matics of the story for audience at- 


to catch minor attention as a sup-/| tention throughout. 


porting attraction. 

Tales of trollops have been done 
many times previously—and better. 
Dietrich arrives in New Orleans 
after a European tour, determined to 
grab off a wealthy admirer. Roland 
; Young is an easy victim and pro- 
poses marriage, but Bruce Cabot, 
tough and roving ship, captain, holds 
a strange fascination for her. Plot’s 
a case of how long before she tosses 
over Young for Cabot. 

Picture is Rene Clair’s first in 
America. Rated as one of the best 
;of the French directors, he works 
valiantly with the flimsy material, 
injecting many incidental by-plays 
that are amusing, but to meagre 
avail. Best episode in the picture is 
Laura Hope Crews’ dissertation on 
men and marriage to the wise ad- 
| venturess about to be married. 
| Miss Dietrich provides a familiar 
jperformance as the questionable 
| lady, shapeiy in appearance, but 
sparkles in a role calling for zest. 
Her attempts at coyness miss badly. 
| Young clicks as the victim of her 
marriage campaign, while Cabot 
does nobly with a vigorous char- 
| acterization as the sea captain. Cabot 
| has more than a passing resemblance, 
| with sideburns and moustache, to re- 
|cent Gable characterizations. Andy 
| Devine, Frank Jenks, Eddie Quillan, 
Laura Hope Crews, Franklin Pang- 
| born, Mischa Auer and Theresa Har- 
ris comprise adequate support. Auer 
|is on briefly to point the finger of 
| continental indiscretions at Miss 
| Dietrich. Miss Harris provides some 
| good moments as the maid. 
| Inclusion of a few songs fail to 
| provide a lift to the proceedings. 
Miss Dietrich sings ‘Sweet Is the 
| Blush of May;’ there’s an operatic 
sequence for an aria at the start; and 
|a salty tune on shipboard. 

Picture utilizes cutback narrative 
ito tell the story at the opening, a 
| growing practice utilized during the 
|past year by script writers. Pro- 
; duction layout is adequate, with Miss 

Dietrich beautifully gowned through- 

out. Walt. 





The Wagons Roll! at Night 


Hollywood, April 23. 
Warner Bros, release of Harlan Thomp 
son production. Stars Humphrey Bogart, 
Sylvia Sidney; features Eddie Albert, Joan 
Leslie Directed by Ray Enrigtt Screen- 
play by Fred Niblo, Jr. and Barry Trivers 
suggested by story by Francis Wallace; | 
camera, Sid Hickox; editor, Frederick 
Richards; special effects, Byron, Haskins 
and H. F. Koenekamp; ass’t director, 
Jesse Hibbs. Previewed at WB severly, 
April 22, '41. Running time, 83 MINS. 
SS Ble ere rr Humphrey 3ogart 
Flo Lorraine..... ssscceccsc neve Sidney 
BESS. VORROP sc cceecses oweaeades Eddie Albert 
Mary Coster....... coccccesoced0an Lasiie 
Hoffman The Great..........-Sig Rumann 
PEC ee eee ee ese povcceccccocse CHR Clark 
SMAPPE?. jnccccccaccccccececces- Charley Foy 
| or cocescccescsocceseo TRUK WiIKGK 
ree $000600ee0eses-.,00nn Ridgsiy 
Mrs, Williams...eccccesese--Clara Blandick 
Mr. Williams...ees.eeeee..-Aldrich Bowker 
CeO. . cevease eccccecesecccesss Garry Owens 
Bundy. .ccccvecccceccccccscessdack Mower 
L Wally. .cccccvcccccccovscsesccsd tank Mayo 


| ‘The Wagons Roll At Night’ is a 
fast-moving meller constructed to hit 
the fancy of action-minded audiences 


There are sev- 
eral exciting episodes in which Eddie 
Albert works the troupe of lions in 
the cage of the one-ring tent. 

When grocery clerk Albert cor- 
ners a loose lion in his store, ex- 
ploitation-minded Bogart hires the 
hick as a special attraction in the 
district. -Albert has a way with 
animals, and after he has been 
hostler to the cats for several weeks, 


| is drafted to work the act when Sig 


Rumann is drunk. Kid’s_ success 
gives him a permanent job as lion 
tamer, with seeress Sylvia Sidney 
taking special interest in his welfare. 


| After a fight with Rumann, Albert 


is spirited away to Bogart’s farm 
until the affair cools off. There he 
meets and falls in love with Joan 





Leslie, the carny owner’s sister. Bo- 
gart brings the kid back to the show 
and demands he forget about the 
sister. But Albert returns to the 
farm, again to be brought back to 
the show by Bogart, who plots to 





end the boy for good by tossing him 
| into the arena with a mad lion car- 
ried for exhibition purposes only. 
Albert faces the beast, puts up a 
losing battle when Bogart relents 
and enters the cage to rescue his 
victim. Lion, attacks Bogart who 
gives his blessing to the romancers 
before he dies. 

Bogart delivers his usually capable 
| characterization, putting plenty of 








| zest into his role of the carny oper- 
| ator. Albert is excellent as the bump- 
| kin, providing plenty of 
|and humor to the part. Return of 
| Sylvia Sidney after several years 


| away from pictures shows there is | 


still 2 place for her talents on the 
|screen. Joan Leslie is a likely in- 
| genue who clicks sufficiently to war- 
|rant Warners’ present buildup cam- 
| paign for featured rating. Sig Ru- 
|mann, Cliff Clark and Charley Foy 
| are most prominent in a good sup- 
| porting cast. Frank Mayo, star of 
the silents, has a bit part. 

Ray Enright’s direction focuses at- 


j} and keeps things moving at a con- 
sistently fast pace. , 

| Atmosphere of a motorized carni- 
| val utilized for background is neatly 
set up, with Sid Hickox turning in a 
good jobon the cameraside. Walt. 





THEY DARE NOT LOVE 


| 
4 Hollywood, April 29. 
Columbia release of Samuel Bischoff pro- 
duction, Stars George Brent, Martha Scott; 
features Paul Lukas, Roman Bohnen, Kay 
Linaker. Directed by James Whale. 
Screenplay, Charles Bennett, Ernst Vajda; 
story, Tames Edward Grant: ass’t director. 
William Mull; editor, Al Clark; camera, 
|} Franz F. Planer. Previewed in Projection 
| Room, April 28. ‘41. Running time 


| 75 MINS. 


Prince Kurt von Rotenberg. 
Marta Keller........ 
Baron von Helsing... 


George Brent 
eoccesse.-Martha Scott 
...Paul Lukas 


| Professor Keller........ e+es.- Egon Brecher 
| Baron Shafter........ceces: Roman Bohnen 
Captain Wilhelm Ehrhardt...Edgar Barrier 
| Barbara Murdock............. Kay Linaker 
GEE 0 65 0 06 bd 00s-c0bke~es Frank Reicher 


This is a topical melodrama, util- 
izing Nazi persecutions and Gestapo 
houndings of refugees who escaped 
from Austria when the Hitlerites 


| who crave excitement in their cine- | moved in. Rolling along at a leisure- 


;matic fare. It’s a topnotch program 
|attraction strong enough to do satis- 
| factory biz in the one-week key runs 
'and provide entertainment for the 
i family houses, 

Background ig supplied by a trav- 
eling a by the tough 
and calloused Humphrey Bogart who 


Re ng PB CNY PS 


ly pace, and with obviously familiar 
story structure, picture is not strong 
enough to hold up as solo or billtop- 
per, despite starring combo of George 
Brent and Martha Scott, but will 
slide by as adequate program sup- 
porter in the regular runs. 

Story starts in pre-Hitler Aus- 





lightness | 


| tention on the drama and excitement | 


| concoction has been tossed together 


tria, and when the Nazis move in, 
George Brent, Martha Scott and lat- 
ter’s father, Egon Brecher, flee to 
Czechoslovakia; and are eventually 
reunited on a boat bound for Amer- 
ica. Brent and Miss Scott’s romance 
starts on trip across, but the father 
breaks it up on arrival. Brent does 
the night clubs and sports events 
with Kay Linaker, and latter pro- 
poses marriage when she is prodded 
by Gestapo agent, Paul Lukas, After 
Brent discovers Miss Scott and her 
father running a Viennese restaurant 
and helping refugees, he decides to 
offer himself as a prize prisoner to 
the Germans in exchange for the re- 
lease of seven men, one of whom is 
Miss Scott’s fiancee (now a Nazi 
agent). Brent, for some reason, is 
a legendary leader of a possible .\us- 
trian revolt and a key figure for 
the Nazis. He boards a boat for Ant- 
werp. Miss Scott follows to warn 
him of double-cross, and the pair 
sail as prisoners. Non-Nazi captain 
marries the couple, and they are 
spared when a British destroyer in- 
tercepts the ship at war's outbreak. 

The Austrian opponents of Nazi- 
ism are handed some strong dialog 
directed against Hitler and his co- 
horts, and the Gestapo agents are 
sketched as villainous and untrust- 
worthy persons throughout. As and 
if the United States enters the war, 
th’s picture would, have a greater 
chance of acceptance as screen en- 
tertainment than under present cir- 
cumstances. As it stands, there’s 
too much apparent propaganda in- 
jected which detracts from the little 
genuine drama involved. 

Martha Scott is the one bright spot 
of the picture as the Austrian refu- 
gee who falls in love with the 
prince. Brent can do little with a 
static role, while Lukas is sufficient- 
ly villainous as the Gestapo chief. 

James Whale’s direction is delib- 
erate, and fails to take fullest ad- 
vantage of suspenseful opportuni- 
ties of script. Walt. 


A VERY YOUNG LADY 


Hollywood, Apral 23. 
20th Century-Fox release of Robert T. 
Kane production, Stars Jane Withers; fea- 


tures Nancy Kelly, John Sutton. Directed 
by Harold Schuster, Screenplay by Ladi- 
| slas Fodor, Elaine Ryan, from play by 
Fodor; camera, Edward Cronjager: editor 


James B. Clark. VPreviewed in studio pro- 





jection room, April 22, '41 Running time, 
80 MINS. 
Co 8 "| a eererr rr eer Jane Withers 
| Alice Carter...seccee er ccccrece Nancy Kelly 
DOP. BECTOGIUR. cvcccesoseucecess Join Sutton 
Miss Steele....... eeveece Janet Beecher 
| ‘Tom yee eT TT er Richard Clayton 
eee er eee eeecece June Carlson 
SET eerrrrrer rt Te Charles Halton 
| Prof. Starkweather. ...cecces: Cecil Kellaway 
| PN. ck cneetinwi vce err yT eT Marilyn Kinsley 
| Linda..... Tver rrTere TTT T eT JoAnn Ranson 
| JOAN. cocccccccescccess Catherine Henderson 
| SATAN. .erccerccescceseescsseees Lucita Ham 
_ 4) PPPETTTITCLTTT TTT TTT Tee June Horne 


studio paces her age accordingly in 
this instance. ‘A Very Young Lady’ 
details the romantic puppy love 
leanings of Jane as a student in a 
private school and, 
with familiar ingredients, emerges as 
satisfactory fare for the familv 
houses and the Withers followers. 
Ladislas Fodor’s play had been 
used about five years ago for film 
purposes under title of ‘Girl’s 
Dormitory,’ but the remake has sev- 
eral minor revisions to disguise its 
origin. Tomboyish Jane has been 
sent to the school for rejuvenation 
into a sub-deb. She develops an 
adolescent crush on John Sutton, 
head of the school, and gets in a 
jam when one of her imaginative 
| love letters is discovered by an old 
maid teacher who injects imaginary 
scandal into the event. After Jane 
refuses to disclose identity of her 
| romantic partner and is faced with 
| expulsion, Nancy Kelly stumbles on 
| solution to swing everythirg back to 
| normal. 
| Picture is carried along mainly 
i through the good trouping -of Miss 
Withers who does much to overcome 
| both the familiar story and standard 
direction. Sutton is a typical young 
head of a girls’ school, while Miss 
Kelly is okay with material pro- 
vided: Neat support includes Janet 
| Beecher, Richard Clayton (a likely 
|looking youth), Charles Halton 
| Cecil Kellaway. Walt. 








STRANGE ALIBI 


Warner Bros release of WRB-First Na 
tional production. Features Arthur Ken 
nedy, Joan Perry Directed by D. Ross 
Lederman Screen play by Kenneth Gamet 
from story by Leslie T. White, camera, 
Allen G. Siegler; editor, Frank Magee. At 
Globe, N. Y., week of April 26, 1941. Run- 


ning time, 63 MINS, 


rf ey SEER Eee Tee Arthur Kennedy 
Alice 


DIOIVIN . ci ccvccecsecscccssdOGn POrty 
ae! errr Jonathan Hale 
4 hase ONS 565 6455956000640500 John Ridgely 
Dé t<vhns adoh gadibeska Ke Florence Bates 
Governor Phelps....... Charles Trowbridge 

Captain Reddick... cisccsccccesic Cliff Clark 
Lieutenant Pagle..........Stanley Andrews 
MOOR, icc caves eocceeee-HOward da Silva 
Captain Allen... os Wade Boteler 
i eer Wreevrrorerrr TT Ben Welden 
Benny McKaye....ccccccccsscees-Dick Rich 
a rr ee $o06seceassn sae Bee 


Crips Vossen 
Warden Morrel. 


eee ee eee ee Joe King 
Prosecutor 


eocecesecs Paul Stanton 


This rates high among the average 
run of B mellers. 
| Warners’ crime-and-punishment ac- 
| tioners working at an all-out peak. 
| Everything in it has been seen be- 
| fore—particularly the sets—but the 


again under director D. Ross Leder- 
man to become a speedy and de- 
lectable dish for the houses that go 
for this low-bracket stuff. 

Plot is far from new, but hasn’t 


Jane Withers is growing up, so the | 


although filled | 


and | 


--Paul Phillips | 


It’s an evidence of | 


. 





been so frequently and nauseatingly 
repeated as a number of the others 
WB uses in its swiftie group. Un- 
fortunately, however, there’s not 
quite enough of it for a 63-minute 
production and Lederman has had to 
dive into the stock barrel for a load 
of trite court and prison stuff which 
bogs the picture right down in the 
center. 

Arthur Kennedy, recent find who 
played Jimmy Cagney’s younger 
brother in ‘City for Conquest,’ holds 
the top role. He resemhles Cagney 
somewhat and does a nice job when 
not stilted by the B-picture dialog. 
Joan Perry, who's the fillip for the 
guys and gals who like romance with 
their trigger-work, is almost com- 
pletely baffled by the standard WB 
idea of racket-lingo. Florence Bates 
j}also stumbles through without con- 
viction, although many of the lesser 
male parts are capavly handled by 
Warner cell-block contractees. 

Kennedy plays a detective who ar- 
ranges with his chief for a _ publi- 
cized break between them so that 
he can go over to the mob. Racket 
guys find out he’s not playin.; them 
straight and kili the chief, planting 
the murder on Kennedy, who is sent 
up for life. He breaks from prison 
and very neatly squares himself for 








fadeout clinch: Herb. 
THE BLACK CAT 
| Universal release of Burt Kelly produce 


tion 


Stars Basil Rathbone, Hugh Herbert, 
Brod 


Crawford, Bela 


Lugosi. Directed by 
Albert S. Rogell. Suggested by short story 
by Edgar Allan Poe; adaptation, Robert 


Lees, Fred Rinaldo, Eric Tayler and Robert 


Henrietta Winslow..........-Cecilia Loftus 
| Margaret Gordon.. ..-Claire Dodd 
| Stanley Borden............-John 


| 

| Neville: editor, Ted Kent; photography, 

| Stanley Cortez. At Rialto, N. Y.. week 

|} April 25, ’41. Running time, 70 MINS, 

go 7 See pues -+..- Basil Rathbone 

| Mr. Penny..... Sincoeceeecesc eee Herbert 

| Hubert Smith....ccceseeee--- Brod Crawford 
Eduardo...... 6900009260 6nawess Bela Lugosi 
Abigail Doone............Gale Sondergaard 
Elaine Winslow.....eceeees+-Anne Gwynne 

| Men Hartley......eeceeee.-Giadys Cooper 


Eldredge 


Richard Hartley...... Alan Ladd 


Like so many other B’s of late, 
‘The Black Cat’ is way down the 
alphabetical scale. Dating will prob- 
ably be slow, as will action at the 
boxoffice where played. 

Horror subject has been poorly 
| written by no less than four scenar- 
ists and loosely produced by Burt 
Kelly, a pretty old hand in the B- 
making ranks. A large and capable 
| cast tries to pull a wagon with traces 
|made of string thus they can’t be 
blamed for getting nowhere. 

A short story by Edgar Allan Poe 
caused the picture to be made. Poe 
may not be so much at fault, how- 
ever, as those who took his yarn in 


hand, moulded it into a 70-minute 
bore and are now out seeking an 
indulgent market for the finished 


work. Although four writers were 
| required, the combined talent of all 
has produced little. Among other 
things the dialog is trite. Result at 
| comedy is even less than that a typi- 
cal crack being: ‘Everything around 
here is for the cats, that’s why the 
| place is going to the dogs.’ 
Referred to is the bleak and 
| gloomy old house owned by an er- 
|ratic woman who is bugs about fe- 
jlines. She even maintains a cre- 
matorium for those that kick off. A 
| flock of relatives, near and fairly 
| distant, are waiting for her to die 
| SO that they may share in her will. 
| Knowing in advance what she is go- 
|ing to leave them one relative mur- 
|ders her whereupon they all learn 
|that they don’t get their bequests 
until all the cats have gone. Mean- 
|time, a faithful housekeeper con- 
| tinues if? charge. A _ succession of 
| murders figure, but none in reality 
or on the screen, were ever so un- 
interesting. 

Brod Crawford (billed that way 
instead of Broderick) and Hugh Her- 
| bert are outsiders in the action, all 
| of which takes places at and around 

the musty old house. Crawford is 
there trying to buy it for a client, 
| Herbert-having come along to get in 
the way. He’s an antique hound, but 
only meagrely funny. 

Bela Lugosi plays a caretaker who 
is constantly leering in windows 
while Basil Rathbone is one of the 
scheming heirs. His wife, played by 
Gladys Cooper, is another. Gale 
Sondergaard manages to be appro- 
| priately menacing and dubious while 
Ann Gwynne, as the heroine who’s 
fond of Crawford, adds sweetness to 
the sour scenes. Char. 


LOVE ON THE DOLE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 8. 


Film 


Anglo-American 


Corp. release of 
British National Film _ production. Fea- 
tures Deborah Kerr, Clifford Evans. Di- 


rected by John Baxter. 
by Walter Greenwood, Barbara Emary, 
Rollo Gamble, from Ronald Gow’s drama- 
tization of Walter Greenwood's novel: cam- 


Screen adaptation 


era, James Wilson. At Phoenix, London. 
Running time, 99 MINS, 

DRNEY 64 555905 54546560080065 05 Deborah Kerr 
pS”. Sey eee TrTiTT Clifford Evans 
Mrs. Hardcastle......c.e.....Mary Merral! 
Mr. Hardcastle..... eeeccecs: George Carney 
| Harry Hardeastle.........Geoffrey Hibbert 
| Helen Hawkins..............Joyce Howard 
| Sam Grundy.,.... esecececse. sank Cellier 
Ned Narkey...... eoccceeses- Martin Walker 
Mrs. Dorbell..... b0666b0 66608 Marie O'Neill 
Mrs. Nattle...ccccescocceees-Iris Vandeleur 
a eee $006 060806005060% Marie Ault 
mare. Bull....s ecceteeee+s.- Marjorie Rhodes 
Bill Simmons...-seeeeee--Charles Williams 
Jack Lindsay. crccccecsercs Colin Chandler 
Pals. 86s vieees eececeeeesss.-VDenis Wyndham 
Police Inspector....-..... Peter Gawthorne 





The camera’s facility in pin-point- 
ing the tenets of tragedy has been 
(Continued on page 18) 
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3,700 LOCAL : 
MUSIC CONTACTS 
made by Mr. C.M. Tremaine, 
Execusive Secretary of Na- 
tional Music Week—arg- 


Sb FERRE 








“ference primed fo carry 
the word about "There's: 
Magi¢ in Music” to their 
fellow teachers and pizpils. 


2,000 NATIONAL 
FE DERATION 
. Music Clubs ready to place 
” their full resources and co- 
© operation behind Teas $ 
« Magic in Music.” 





.. dust a small part of 
one of the most exten- 
give campaigns ever 
placed behind a pic- 
ture. The Press Book of 
'PHERE’S MAGIC 
_ IN MUSIC” gives yer 
call the details. 
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Film Reviews 


—- Continued from page 16 


LOVE ON THE DOLE 











harnessed for excellent results in 
‘Love on the Dele.’ The Walter 
Greenwood novel screens as power- 
ful dramatics and is in for a good 
deal of attention from patrons, both 
here and in the U. S. 

Closely followed play and original | 
book’s mean subject matter, moral ' 
outlook and frequently the dialog of 
the characters in the drab tale of 
near-matrimony under the Depres- | (WITH SONGS) 
sion are served without softening or | , Repubile ssleans of iver cone ey. 
Hand of author Walter Greenwood | sie'mblaz: (Karl Brown, Jack, Townley 
in the production likely accounts for | and Saul Chaplin; camera, Ernest Miller; 


the hand to steady patrons. To get it 
to the customers, cameraman Harry 
Wild does nice peckaging, and rates 
a bow. All technical departments are 
|in the superior class as werterns go. 
rt. 














this rigid, but unfortunate, adherence editor, Charlies, Cratt; dances, Louie Ds 

j ; | ‘on; c rec , ; > 

to his theme. The disregard is to be |} Sammy Cahn, Saul Chaplin, Jule Styne, 

regretted, particularly as picture is! adie Cherkose, Sidney Claire, Nick Cas- 

otherwise a commendable effort and | tle: ore hestrations, Gene and P Rose 

j | Walter eharf, reviewe n projection 

wer mae ite mark anywhere. | oom X, Yer Apel fo, as” Konsing tine, 

- 49 MINS. — 

be the answer, but it would certainly | MR saa cigt en cesen Bob Crosby 

Toisas Romers....ccscecscccesssss Ruth Terry 

we , Gott hand. P Marilyn Fenton. eee Gertrude Niesen 

Sepia tintage wee manger the gloom | Clit Dugan.......e0e++0+++-Bddie Foy, Jr, 

of film’s representation of a North of | Kitty Mulloy...... ‘eheeenens Marie \ ilgon 

j 9 | JOO Martin. .cocccccccccecsserk Nazarro 

ym ae ap a Rayo menter’s Mike Brady......cccecess William Demarest 

irec ion sKIMully ul § episo © | Augustus Moody .cocccses: Sidney Blackmer 

upon episode as he drives for that! ‘ricer Brannigan........-. Horace Mac Mahon 

final decision of the wench, Sally, to | Hob Madison.....++++++-+.. William Wright 

trek self and family out of the relief | TOMMY) ;-...crrrstssesessdimmy, Atemanoee 

mire via the primrose path. Direc~) jij... eee eee ee eee ,. Bill Shirley 
tion, plus the tight scripting of Bar- , _ 

bara Emary, Rollo Gamble and! 


Greenwood, makes the tragie jour- i ae Pan — = 
ney vital and real. Deborah Kerr is | Rookies on Parade,’ a musical about 
satisfactorily hard as Sally; Clifford l the U.S. Army that suggests consid- 
tg may sows wacersuning * | erable boxoffice potentialities in sec- 
e role o e labor crusader ou : 
for a better deal in life. Top honors gg Mg A AK, “—_ 7 
go to young Geoffrey Hibbert, as the ge topper , 
girl’s kid brother who can’t get a|- chai Re sie — 
stake to right himself and a girl-|. There's nothing of ‘A’ proportions 
friend after a slip. in ‘Rookies,’ but plenty of enterprise 
Comedy is well represented in a| has been put into the production. It 
bunch of typical gossipy dames from | ope oe ee cae ts 
Maire O’Neill, Iris Vandeleur, Marie | seen eee eae on ea bbott 
Ault and Marjorie Rhodes. Latter’s | na‘Costello, with their comedy, and 
isa particularly choice pres of char- the Ab y oo len eth ‘ely 
tg ge supper: Te Ba. | songstering, did to enlarge that pic- 
ones. Be ace (edo Car. |ture’s general entertainment values, 
rage na eal 0 + ar rents | SFC factors that mean the difference 
ot rd ‘between ‘A’ and ‘B’ status for 
chores athe bookie’ gam Grundy, | Rookies! Unfortunately, “Rookies 
nl ' 7 ‘| has no people even closely approxi- 
who eventually snares the virtuous. | mating their talents. Withal, though, 


Destined as an effective sop to|.;, re 
present times and pseudo patriotism | picture has enough to get by with 


Aude Sy. ;out the marquee names it lacks. 
is new tag ending for ‘Dole.’ It’s ob- = : _ 
viously hung on and has a ring like PP ame the ved teuss ee” in 
a very thin dime. It would've been | Ter ure 4 Gert ey Niesen 7° eh i. 
better to leave audiences to do their | te Pent hw Roa wy spotlight 
> ae ae Mg yon |as a cutie with a penchant for troup- 
gestion looms as more discreet than | a My i pp rey Mae 
the factual representation attempt. ‘that vn d h ¢ credits 
North Country town and its pov-| ion "with most of the faces being 
erty are authentically caught in at- | oe “ ; : 
mosphere and sets, Photography of | familiar, all of which, coupled with 
Jimmie Wilson is topline; equa! plau- | Joseph Santley’s brisk direction and 


- ; |some bright tunes, none of hit-pa- 
Ee ceeeet diene cat ant department | -4de proportions, are responsible for 


the picture’s modest success. 

| Story, of course, as in nearly all 
{such films, means little, following the 
|familiar lines of the songwriter pair 


| (Crosby and Eddie Foy, Jr.) caught 


Robbers of the Range 


RKO-Radio pelea of Bert Gilroy produe- 


tion. Stars Tim Wolt; features Virginia|in the draft and the circumstances 
Vale, Ray Whitley, me ie = that confront them in their attempts 
Oliver Drake; screenplay, Morton Grant and } to put on a musical at the army 
Arthur V. Jones; camera, Harry Wild; | camp which they ultimately plan for 
editor, Frederick Knudtson; music, Fred | Broadway production, 

Rost and Ray Whitley, At Colonial Lin Most of the comedy is supplied 
atone Lompranrbieryeiatet a Holt | by Cliff Nazarro’s double-talk, which 
MON, ore enee ca hesea ke eeaea Virginia Vale} Was long standard with him in 
SMOKY .seeeesceeeeeeeeeesee+ Ray Whitley yaudeville, and it garners consider- 
= PREF sovesserevongeseenes pamper ies able laughs, though to the initiates 
Tremaine toetiiilutlol Howard Hickman | familiar with that type of humor, 
Greeley ...+0. EET PRE ERIS Ernie Adams | Which he’s contributed in other Re- 
Higgins .sccccecceccceseseces: Frank LaRue | publie pix, Nazarro’s double-talk- 
Sams shesenecses ys soneeees sae a ing is wearing a bit thin. Foy, too, 
Sheriff eet ga Cassidy | handles some of the comedy, while 
DEE Sc ahacxeendenweaeeecas Bud Osborne | William Demarest, as the tough ser- 
Cc : LOGBO..coscscseoescrces George Melford geant, is ina couple of familiar situ- 
on A alata ltl 00 alee = pl ations involving the frustration that 


accompanies the training of rookies. 

Crosby is still considerably uncom- 
fortable as an actor. This 
third film, his second for Republic, 
He and Miss Terry form the primary 
romantic interest. Crosby 


Tim: Holt’s third go in this Bert 
Gilroy-Edward Killy series finds him 
increasing his stride and becoming 
more of a bet with the action popu- 
lace. His first was slightly weak, his 
second improved, but ‘Robbers of the 
Range’ begins to show prospects of 
meat for the bush leegue patrons, 

It’s all about the railway coming 
to the west, the crooked R.R. land 
agent who frames murders on right- 
of-way holders, and the modest 
group of landowners about to be 
cheated who rise to outstrip him at 
his own game. Holt starts it off by 
refusing to sell to LeRoy Meson, the 
iron horse grifter, which puts him up 
as a target for Mason's clicque, Ernie 
Adams, Ray Bennett and Tom Lon- 


which there’s too little heard, is 
smasho in that finale flag-waver. 
Sidney Blackmer, as a Broadway 
producer, performs creditably, along 
with Foy, Demarest and Marie Wil- 
son, the latter once again playing a 
familiar role for her, that of a dumb- 
dora Army hostess. Naka, 


Historia De ra Noche 


(‘Story of a Night’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 





don, and they stand him over a Buenos Aires, April 15. 
corpse to fix him with a bad rap to Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
beat. En route to trial, Holt manages.| '****: Poatures fedina Olmoy, Rantiago 
< - ° Arrieta *edro sopes zagar, Sebastian 
to elude, and goes to work on the | (yjoia, elisa Mary, Raimundo Pastore and 


harrassers, eventually getting them. 

Romance fixture at RKO in west- 
erns is Virginia Vale, who jumps 
away from the George O'Brien | 
opuses for a change of lip with Holt. 
She doesn’t have much to do, but 
does it well when allowed the hall. 
The steady meanness of LeRoy 
Mason, handsome menece of dozens 
of westerns, asserts itself in good 
commereial quantity as a Joe Crook. 
Ray Whitley and Emmett Lynn, sing- 
ng and lying partners respectively of 
Holt, are oke, too. Whitley does one | 


Riufael Frontaura, Based on a comedy- 
drama by Leo Perutg and directed by Luis 
Slavasky, Reviewed at the Monumental, 
Kuenos Alres, 





Clever plot, attractive dialog and 
more than efficient acting make this 
new Argentine Sono Film, ‘Historia 
de una Noche’ (‘Story of a Night’), 
a better than average Spanish-lan- 
guager. Director Luis Slavasky, who 
has had Hollywood training, takes 
every advantage of the story aside 
from sometimes harping too long on 


: . . A 4 one theme, keeping the pic moving 
igh-voiced musical jingle in theme swiftly. It has both loeal and U. S. | 
of the pic, ‘Railroad’s Coming to possibilities. 


Town,’ | Plot deals with a playboy who 
Highlight of these Holt flickers is| wastes his fortune on gambling and 
the scenery, having a newness which! returns to his home town near 


is welcome after the femiliar ex- Buenos Aires after an absence of 


panses of the various film plant 
ranches which have been crossed and 
re-crossed from every conceivable 
jangle and become like the palm of 


ROOKIES ON PARADE) 


| seven years. He's the last of a re- 
spectable family, but has become 
estranged from them. His sweet- 
heart, whom he left without a word, 
has married a sensible, hard-work- 
ing fellow and the return of the 
gambler starts complications. 


ian writer Leo Perutz. 


ling an exciting railway accident. 





| drew excellent notices in the Buenos 
| Aires press. ; 
Pedro Lopez Lagar, prominent 
Spanish stage actor, whose only pre- 
vious film was ‘Bodas de Sangre’ 
(‘Marriage of Blood’), shows himself 
a top-rank screen actor, likely to be- 
come a leading draw in Latin Amer- 
ica. Santiago Arrieta plays the hus- 
band with customary aplomb. Sabina 
Olmos is pleasing and expressive as 
the wife. Settings are good and pho- 
tography excellent. Ray. 


HEROES OF THE SEA 


Artkino release of Odessa Film produc- 
tion. Features V. I. Osvetimsky, 8, D. 
Stolyaro, A. M. Maximova. Directed by 
Viadimir Braum, Story by I, Zeltser, 8. 
Abramovitch-Bleck; camera, Michael Kap- 
lan; musie, 1. 8. Miliutin. At Miami, N. Y., 
April 26, ‘41, Running time, 
80 MINS, 

Rear Admiral Beliayev....V. I, Osvetimsky 
Division Commissar Lobod..8. D, Timokhin 





Alexander Beliayev Submarine...... 

| Commander.,.........+...%. D. Stolyaroyv 
Ist Lieut. Galya Zorina..A. M, Maximova 
Lieut. Ivanovek@ya........- EK. G. Yegorova 
Captain Choglokov..........-- 8. », Petrov 
Lieut. Commander Bvetiov..A. A. Arkadev 
Fleet Commander,........ Fr. L. Blaghevich 
eS rrr ae a 


Commander of Battleship. ...G. D, Plughnik 





(In Russian; with English Titles) 

This saga of Soviet naval might 
is the best preparedness spectacle to 
come out of Russia to date. It makes 
previous Soviet productions on de- 
fense appear amateurish. Of course, 
the picture contains the customary 
propaganda blurbs and heavy-handed 
plugs for the Soviet state and its 
leaders. But once into the plot, it 
moves aie 

Amazing thing about ‘Heroes of 
the Sea’ is that the yarn is familiar 
and contains only a smattering of 
romance, yet the direction and acting 


make it among the foremost pictures 
to come from the subsidized Soviet 
studios. Michael Kaplan’s direc- 


torial job stands far ahead of recent 
Russian efforts. Film has been 
neatly scored, fine dramatic music 
ey the battle scenes. 
Familiar fable of the old sea cap- 
tain, whose father and grandfc her 


Based on a story by Czechoslovak- panies fo 
Slavasky has | 
| added a number of touches includ- | 


Camera is cleverly used in many | 
ways, especially a sequence in which | 
the ears of the busybody are em-| 
loyed to carry part of the story. | 
Pic has other unusual touches and | 


FILM BOOKING CHART 








(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Vagiety presents 


a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


COPYRIGHT, 


1940 KY VARIETY 


INC, 


r the current quarterly period, Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
ALL RIGHTS BESERVED 


Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Metograma; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 





Lone Wolf Takes a Chance, (Cet) 3/12 M 


Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD~Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Vamiety’s review and running time. 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/7/41 





| Rage in Heaven (M-G) D 
Fiving Wild (Mono) 4/16 D 
Tobacco Road (20th) 2/26 D 
Mr. Dynamite (U) 3/12 D 
Great Dictator (UA) 10/16/40 on 





Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 3/5 


7Z 
Bs 
65 
91 
63 
147 
Yo 


W. William-J. Storey 

R. Montgomery-i, Bergman 
L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 

G. Tierney-C. Grapewin 

L. Nolan-l, Hervey 

Cc. Chaplin-J. Oakie 

E, Flynn-B, Marshall 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 











3/26 


The Penalty (M-G) 13/12 D 17 L. Barrymore-E. Arnold 
A Girl, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) 3/5 C WW G. Murphy-L. Ball 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) 3/26 W 11 G, Autry-8. Burnette 
Sleepers West (pete) 3/19 D 7 L. Nolan-M. Hughes 
Double Date (U) 1 C 59 P. Moran-U. Merkel 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) D 57 &E. Norris-M. Coles 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/21/41 ’ 
E. Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) 3/12 M 69 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Sign of the Wolf (Mono) D 69 G. Bradley-M. Whalen 
The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 D W UH. Fonda-B, sianwyck 
Footlight Fever (RKO) 3/26 Cc 6% A. Mowbray-D. McBride 
Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) w J. Brown-F, Knight 
Man Who Lost Himself (U) 3/26 D 71 SB. Aherne-K, Francis 
Topper Returns (UA) 3/12 C 5 J. Blondell-R. Young 
The Sea Wolf (WB) D 9% E. Robinson-I. Lupino 





— 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/28/41 





North from the Lone Star (Col) w 
The Bad Man (M-G) 4/2 w 
Las Vegas Nights (Par) 3/26 Cc 
eeeey for Three (RKO) 3/5 D 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5/4/38 cD 
Mr. District Attorney (Rep) 4/2 D 
Dead Men Tell (20th) 3/26 M 
Horror Island (U) 4/2 M 
Man-Made Monster (U) 3/26 D 
Knockout (WB) D 


™ 
yo 
67 
yw 
6Y 
6i 
61 
59 


B. Elliott-D. Fay 

W. Beery-L, Barrymore 
P, Regan-B, Wheeler 

3. Hershojt-F, Wray 

G. Rogers-J. Stewart 
D. O’Keefe-F. Rice 

8. Toler-S, Ryan 

D. Foran-P. Moran 

L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill 
W. Morris-O. Bradna 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 





The Roundup (Par) 3/19 w 
Repent at Leisure (RKO) 4/16 RD 
In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 4/9 w 
Scotland ¥ard (20th) 4/9 D 
Mutiny in the Aretic (U) M 
A Shot in the Dark (WB) Cc 


BR. Dix-P. Morison 

K. Taylor-W., Barrie 
R. Rogers-G, Hayes 

N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 

W. Lundigan-N, Wynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 








sailed the seven seas, and who car- 
ries on as a rear-admiral in the 








is his 


Saviet navy while his son commands 
a submarine, has been accorded neat 


| treatment plus libera1 suspense. The 


outstanding romance is between the 
sub commander and the comely miss, 
A. M. Maximovya, pilot in the Soviet 
naval flying forces. 

Film differs from others glorifying 
|/naval operations in that it depicts 
motor torpedo boats in a battle with 
cruisers, and indicates how success- 
ful the air arm of: the navy can be 
employed in present day welfare. 

I. Osvetimsky, as the veteran 
|naval commander; §S. D. Stolyarov, 
|as the submarine commander; A. M. 
|Maximova, cast as his sweetheart; 
|}and E. G. Yegorova, as the athletic- 


| looking miss who is her naval] flying 


|companion, all rate mention in the | 
Photography is best on | 
handling | 


| main roles, ; 
|the trick shots and in 
| miniatures, but suffers from lighting 


|on several outdoor shots. Wear. 
SCHINES’ UNLUCKY 13 
Frank Boucher Assigned to Hypo 
Rochester 








| 











Rochester, N. Y., April 29. 
| Frank Boucher, Western 
York zone manager for 


| Louis W. 
| Schine, 


general manager; 
Leishman and booker Harry Gold- 
smith came to town with him to 


| 
| 


Douglas | 


The Great Swindle (Col) M 
Men of Boys Town (M-G) 4/9 D 
Break the News (Mono) 1/8 cD 
Roag to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 D 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 4/8 CD 
Sis Hopkins (Rep) 4/9 MU 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) w 
Two Gun Sheriff (Rev) 4/23 w 
That Night in Rio (26th) 3/12 MU 
The Lady from Cheyenne (U) 4/2 wD 
Pot 0’ Geld (UA) 4 . Cc 
The Great Lie (WB) 4/9. D 


1uZ 


J. Holt-M. Reynolds 

8. Tracy-M. Rooney 

M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 
B. Crosby-D. Lamour 

J. Arthur-C. Coburn 

J. Canova-B. Crosby 
B. Steele-B, Livingston 
D. Barry-V. Carroll 

A. Faye-D. Ameche 

L. Young-R. Preston 

J. Stewart-P. Goddard 
B. Davis-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/18/41 





Penny Serenade (Col) “4/16 
Washington Melodrama (M-G) 
Hoosier Schoolboy (Mono) 6 


Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona (Mono) 


Border Vigilantes (Par) / 
Robbers of the Range (RKO) 
Rookies on Parade (Rep) 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 4/2 
Flame of New Orleans (U 
That uncertain Feeling (UA) 


4/30 


4/23 
30/37 


3/19 


cel sqeteuze 


92 
78 
62 
o 


61 
64 


78 
uy 


I. Dunne-C, Grant 

F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
M, Rooney-A. Nagel 
R. Corrigan-J. King 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

T. Holt-V. Vale 

B. Crosby-M. Wilson 
C. Romero-M, Hughes 
M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
M. Oberon-M, Douglas 
A. Kennedy-J. Perry 





Strange Alibi (WB) 


WEEK OF RELEASF—4/25/41 








Under Age (Col) 

The Big Boss (Cel) 

Ziegteld Girl (M-G) 4/23 
The Invisible Ghost (Mono) 





Roar of the Press (Mono) 
Power Dive (Par) 4/9 

They Met in Argentina (RKO) 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) 
Singing Hill (Rep) 


Inspector Hornleigh Goes to It (20th) M 
| Model Wife (U) 4/16 


That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 


D 
D 
MU 
M 
cD 
D 


MU 
D 
Ww 


cD 
3/26 D 


Wagons Roll at Nizht (WB) 4/30 D 


135 
63 


68 


78 
12% 
83 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 


N. Gray-A. Baxter 

0. Kruger-G. Diekson 
J. Garland-J. Stewart 
B. Lugosi-P. Young 

J. Parker-W. Ford 

R. Arlen-J. Parker 

M. O’Hara-G. Raymond 
J. Wayne-O. Munson 
G. Autry-8. Burnette 
G, Harker-P. Calvert 
J. Blondell-D. Powell 
V. Leigh-L. Olivier 
H. Bogart-8. Sidney 





They Dare Net Love (Col) 
People vs. Kildare (M-G) 
The Pioneers (Mono) 





New | 
Schines, | 
also| takes personal charge of 13 theatres | 


handles a couple of the tunes, along| in Rochester area in effort to pull 
with Miss Niesen, whose voice, ofjthem out of the red. 


meet with managers and conduct in- | 


|tensive survey of 
| situation. 

| chines’ troubles have mounted 
| here since adding four Fenyvessy 
| theatres three years ago. Numerous 
| managerial changes failed to cure 
|the headache. 


the Rochester 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Columbia shifted from ‘Singapore’ 
to ‘The: Blonde from Singapore.’ 

‘The Secret Ship’ became ‘The 
Mystery Ship’ at Coli mbia. 

Republic reduced ‘The 
Hills’ to ‘The Singing Hill.’ 

‘The Man Who Came to Life’ was 
retagged ‘The Man Who Returned to 
Life’ at Columbia. 

Paramount changed ‘Henry for 
| President, to ‘Henry Aldrich for 
President.’ 
| Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Blitzkrieg’ was 
altered to ‘A to Z’ as a working title. 
| ‘Glamour Boy’ is the new tag for 
‘Paramount on Parade’ at Para- 
mount. 
| Republic switched two titles: 
‘Jason, the Bucket’ to ‘Tonight's the 
|Night’ and ‘Nevada City’ to ‘Bad 


/Men of Deadwood.’ 


Singing 








Reaching for the Sun (Par) 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 
Country Fair (Rep) 

Sheriff of Tembstone (Rep) 
Black Cat (U) 


4/30 
| Thieves Fal] Out (WB) 


4/9 


eSEenvece 


90 


70 


M. Scott-G, Brent 
L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

T. Ritter 

J. McCrea-E. Drew 

K. Hepburn-C. Grant 

J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

R, Rogers-G, Hayes 

H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 
E. Albert-J. Leslie 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/41 





Her First Beau (Col) 


| Love Crazy (M-G) 


House of Mystery (Mono) 
There’s Magic in Music (Par) 
Gay Vagabond (Rep) 

Desert Bandits (Rep) 


Cc 


Zas 


D 
Cc 
w 


Great American Broadcast (20th) 4/30 D 
D 


Affectionately Yours (Wn) 





J. Cooper-J. Withers 
W. Powell-M. Loy 

K. Kent-J. Kelly 

A. Jones-S. Foster 

R. Karns-R. Donnelly 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
A. Faye-J. Payne 

M. Oberon-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 








She Knew All the Answers (Col) Cc 


Vil Wait for You (M-G) 
Redhead (Mono) 
One Night in Lisbon (Par) 


Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 


Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 
Singapore Woman (WB) 


D 
Cc 
Cc 
D 
RD 
D 


4/23 


bs 


J. Bennett-F. Tone 

M. Hunt-V. Weidler 

J. Lang-J. Downs 

M. Carroli-F. MacMurray 
G. Roland-B, Barnes 

M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
B. Marshall-D. Bruce 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





Naval Academy (Col) 
A Woman’s Face (M-G) 
King of the Zombies (Mono) 


Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 


Saddlemates (Rep) 

Great Commandment (20th) 
Too Many Blondes (U) 
The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 


wottckscs 


F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
J. Crawford-M. Douglas 
J. Archer-M, Moreland 
G,. Kibbee-D. Trout 

3 Mesquiteers 

J. Beal-M. Moscovich 

R, Vallee-H. Parrish 

L. Patrick-R. Toomey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 





Adventure in Washington (Col) 
The Get-Away (M-G) 

Caught im the Draft (Par) 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 

Sunny (RKO) 

Blood and Sand (20th) 

In the Navy (U) 

Million Dollar Baby (WB) 


Zaye 


= 
base 


V. Bruce-H. Marshall 
R. Sterling-D. Adams 
B. Hope-D, Lamour 
8. Grey-H. Sinclair 
A. Neagle-R. Bolger 
L. Darneli-T. Power 
Abbott-Costelio 

P. Lane-J. Lynn 
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..-but action...drive...push and 
aggressive selling bring results. 





| That means advertising. That means. Trailers ... that 
means Lobby Displays consistently used . . . intelligently 
placed...expertly created...that means General Adver- 


tising Accessories tied in with your Lobby Displays... 





tied in with your Trailers ...plentifully used... regularly 





used... full of selling action ... full of selling drive... 


full of ticket-selling push. 


Wishing is wonderful... but the Three Best Seat Sellers 


bring results. 


) NATIONAL Sc?" SERVICE > NATIONAL Geet ACCESSORIES 
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Metro's ‘Drivin’ Woman’ Story Deal 


Stalled: Other 


— 4 


Metro and agent Ned Brown are 


baitling over a technicality that may 
have considerable effect on 


studio contracted to buy 
weeks ago. 


several 
Agreement of purchase 


was on a sliding scale basis, final ! 


price to be. determined by number 
of copies sold. . 
Now it appears that the yarn may 
become a Book of the Month Club 
selection, which would give it an 
immediate sale of between 120,000 
and 150,000 copies. Metro wants to 


final | 
price of ‘Drivin’ Woman, unwritten | 
novel by Elizabeth Chevalier, which | 


Hollywood Buys 


Pathe Labs’ Expansions 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Pathe Laboratories, Inc., is spend- 
ing $100,000 on the expansion of its 
local plent. Three times that 
amount will be spent on Pathe’s 
Boundbrook and New York City 
labs. 

Landing of printing contract with 
Universal primarily is responsib!> 
for this expansion program  an- 
nounced originally a couple of 





exclude the B. of M. copies from | ™onths ago. 


the count, while Brown wants to in- | 


‘ROMAN SCANDALS’ PIC 


clude them. 


Arrangement was $15,080 down, 





$15,000 when the book is completed, | 


and $2,500 for each 10.000 copies | 


sold after the first 100,000, with a 
maximum price of $75,000. If B. of 
M. copies are counted, payoff imme- 
diately falls into the bonus for copies 
s0ld classification. 

Paramount, which bought Ernest 
Hemingway's For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ on a sliding scale basis by 
which the maximum figure of $150.,- 
000 was to be reached when the book 
s0ld 500.090 copies, bas now paid off 
Hemingway in full. Studio sent 
check for the final payment to the 
author’s attorney, Maurice Speiser, 
following his certification a couple 
weeks ago of copies sold. About 
550,000 volumes have gone over the 
counter to date. Maximum ¢ first 
edition, it appears now, will b» about 
650,060. , 

Paramount holds an option on ‘At 
Our House, a segue] by Bellamy 
Partridge to his ‘Country Lawyer.’ 
Studio bought latter last year but 
hasn't sent it into production yet. 
Partridge is just finishing the second 
book. 

Metro is interested in a new novel- 
ette for Cosmopolitan by Paul Gal- 
lico. It's labeled ‘The Fabulous Dr. 
Dandolo.’ 

20th-Fox paid approximately $11,- 
500 for ‘New York Nocturne,’ pur- 
chased last week. Yarn by Matt 
Taylor is a long short story pub- 
lished in American Magazine. A 


three New York gals. 





Coast Buys 
Hollywood, April 29. 
Republic purchased ‘Navy Blue 
Eyes,’ by Mildred Cram. 
Dennis Jones sold his yarn, ‘Pride 
of the Circus,’ to Republic. 
Samuel Goldwyn acquired ‘Stage 
Station,’ by Ernest Haycox. 


ODEON CHAIN, CANADA, 
EXPANDING FURTHER 


Regina, Sask., April 29. 

With theatres in eastern and west- 
ern Canada, Odeon Theetres of 
Canada, Ltd., looked on by some as 
a threat to the powerful Famous 
Players-Canadian chain, is moving 
towards the centre of Canadze now. 
Latest announcement is that the cir- 
cuit will build a new house in Leth- 
bridge, Alberta, to be known as the 
Odeon. Chain has already bought 
the property which has been used by 
the Capito] (F-P) for a parking lot 
and expects to heve the new theatre 
operating by Dec. 1. 











New Vancouver Link 
Vancouver. B. C., April 29. 

Birvest theatre in the Odeon chain 
jn Vencouver, the Vogue, opened 
here April 15 to a sellout first night 
et $5, proceeds to the Queen’s Ca- 
radian Fund for Air Raid Victims. 
House, seating 1.400. is said to be the 
most modernly constructed end ap- 
pointed theatre in western Canada. 

W. J. 
Howard Roothe. of the Vancouver 
office, pnd Walter P. Kennedy. To- 
ronto office, in charge of arrange- 
ments. 

Among conations was a check for 
$500 from Pav] L. Nathenson, pres- 
ident of the chain. and one for $300 
from Pete Barnes. Texas film man. 





You’re Up, Michele 


Hollywood, April 29. 


Next Lewis Milestone picture at | 
a Michele) 


RKO is ‘Joan of Paris’ 
.Morgan ‘starrer, due to 
week. 

Currenfty Milestone is winding up 
P oduction on “My Life With Caro- 
ine.’ 


start this 


ee 


Long, district manager: J. | 


RE-TRIAL ENDS IN N. Y. 


Re-trial of a $2,000,000 plagiarism 
suit by Mort Eisman, Clara Dellar and 
Robert Louis Shayon against Samuel 
Goldwyn, Inc., Samuel Goldwyn, Ed- 
die Cantor and United Artists Corp. 

vended Friday (25) before Judge 
| Clarence G. Galston in N. Y. federal 
| court. 

The court ordered briefs by May 
‘12. Suit charged the plagiarism of 
| plzintiff's play ‘Oh Shah’ in ‘Roman 
| Scandals. Suit was filed in April. 
1935, and dismissed by the federal 
court in 1938, but the Circuit Court 
of Appeals ordered a-new trial. 


U. S. Has ‘Out’ 


ae ONtinved from page ee 


|the Minnesota law will be tested 
further in the courts is a matter 
strictly up to Thurman Arnold's de- 
| partment. In the meantime, the five 
| majors concerned no doubt will 
seek court relief so that there will be 











no delay in spotting 1941-42 product | 


| deals in Minnesota. 


Gev. Stassen Signs It; 





| Majers Will Appeal 
Grand Hotel idea, it tells of the ef- | 
fect of a blizzard on the lives of | 


Minneapolis, April 29. 

With the signature of Gov. H. B. 
Stassen, affixed late Saturday night 
(26) after the measure had reposed 
with him three days, the Northwest 
Allied anti-consent decree bill be- 
came a Minnesota law. Overwhelm- 
| ingly passed by the state legislature, 
|it contravenes the consent decree’s 
| group-of-five selling plan by com- 
| pelling distributors to offer for sale 
\their entire season’s product, the 
same as at present. It also requires 
distributors to allow a minimum of 
20% cancellation and to refrain from 
forced selling of any films. 

The next move is ‘up to the dis- 
tributors who have opposed the bill 
—Metro, Fox, Warners, and United 
Artists. 

A last minute amendment to the 
bill, intended to strengthen its con- 
stitutionality, modifies the 20° can- 
cellation section. 

As amended, the clause states spe- 
cifically that the exhibitor shail have 
the right to cancel a minimum of 
20% ‘where the exhibitor deems the 
same injurious and damaging to his 
business or offensive on moral, re- 
ligious or racial grounds.’ 


| 





@ 
Mich. Law Likely, Too 
Detroit, April 29. 
Enactment of Minnesota's anti- 
consent law has caused supporters 
of Michigan’s Snow bill of a simi- 
lar nature to grow jubilant of the 


bill’s passage in the _ legislature 
within the next few weeks. How- 
ever, at the same time, rapidly 


spreading reports that the Big Five 
will not sell in the State if the Snow 
anti-five block bill becomes a law 
has started to shape up some major 
opposition among the exhibitors. 

Silence on the part of Allied The- 
atres of Michigan indicates the ex- 
tensive group does not see eye to eye 
with Cooperative Theatres of Michi- 
gan which has gone on record in 
support of the bill. In fact, Pear) 
M. Sprott, business manager cf Al- 
lied, has indicated her personal op-~ 
position to the bill, declaring that 
she does not see how it will benefit 
the State’s exhibitors, arguing that 
the consent decree should be given 
a fair trial. 

However, the Minnesota action has 
strengthened ‘the position of the 
_bill’s backers, with Rep. Snow re- 


|porting that since the Northwest | 


group passed the law, he has re- 
lceived increased support from the 
out-State exhibitors. 


Order Execs’ Pre-Trial 
Exam in Pic Plot Suit 


Darryl] Zan-ck, Walter Wanger, 
Isline Auster, Edward Chodorov, 
Lucien Hubbard, Frances Manson 


and Archie Mayo will be examined 
before trial during early May in 
connection with a suit by Thomas 
Carlton Upham against “Warner 
Bros. Judge Murray Hulbert in the 
N. Y. federal court ordered the ex- 
amination yesterday (Tuesday), at 
the request of the film company 

Upham charges the plagierism of 
his play. ‘Lost Boy.’ in ‘Mayor of 
Hell’ (WB). He seeks an injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
ages. The film company seeks to 
examine its own executives, em- 
ployees and others to prove its film 
was based on ‘Junior Republic,’ an 
original by Auster, with screenplay 
br Chodorov. 

Wanger and Frances Manson were 
bot; with Columbia at the time Up- 
ham’s play was submitted to the 
studio, while Zanuck was with 20th- 
Fox. Through the testimony of 
these rival executives, Warner Bros. 
will seek to prove that other com- 
panies had rejected ‘Lost Boy,’ and 
that there was no similarity between 
that play and ‘Mayor of Hell.’ 


| More Taxes 
Continued from page 75 


legislators think is a fair return on 
investment. The Treasury would levy 














a surtax of 5% on the first $25,000 of | 


‘new income’ (that is, over amounts 
earned in a certain previous year) 
and 6% on the remainder of addi- 
tiona] net. 

Some of the covetous looks at the 
amusement business and its earnings 
were cast by Congressmen who defi- 
nitely 
recommendations. Such as much 
| heavier taxes on individuals whose 
Imcomes are in the ‘middle brackets.’ 


Any move of this sert would affect | 


'each legislator, and most of them 
fee] they are underpaid, anyway. 
The experts of the House-Senate 
joint taxation committee pointed to 
motion picture films and all kinds, of 
coin machines as good potential rev- 
enue producers. 


ratus, but the Capito] Hill brain- 
trusters singled out films for a 5% 
tax, and suggested a similar sur- 
charge could be added to the sale 


price of all kinds of slot machines. | 


pin games, jukeboxes, etc. Just how 
much these would bring into the 
Treasury is problematical, and it is 
uncertain what the committee advis- 
ers woul use as a base in determin- 
ing value of motion picture films. 
Tax on Every Admish 
Proposed dropping of the ceiling 
from 20c to 9c for all theatres would 
mean that not a single film house 
would escape, since mone charges 
less than 10c, the minimum fixed by 
distributors in selling pictures. 
Without taking into account a the- 
atre’s needs for raising prices in or- 
der to come out ahead, it is bélieved 
that if the ceiling is dropped to 9c— 
favored by some industry experts 
the tendency would no doubt be to 
tilt prices all along the line. Many 
theatres dropped their prices last 
summer when the exemption was 
lowered from 40c to the present 20c, 
with plenty of theatres reducing to 
the 20c¢ in order to be entirely free 


of the tax, trouble in collecting it, | 


etc. 

It is probable that the industry 

| would strongly resist a 5% tax on all 
| film rentals, and doubted right now 
how it would be handled except that 
it would have to be passed on to the 
exhibitor for collection, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, more likely t.. 
latter through stepping up film rental 
to cover. It is not clear, pending 
finalization of tax measures in Wash- 
ington, whether the distrib or the 
exhib would be assessed the tax on 
rentals, but assumed it would be 
levied against the distrib, since he 
collects the rental. 

While in Washington it is estimat- 
ed that a 5% bite on rentals would 
produce $12,000,000, it might go con- 
siderably beyond that figure. Based 
on estimated annual film rentals of 
$350,000,000, the tax, if standing at 
, 9%, would make $17,500,000. Distribs 
| now collect a N. Y. City sales tax on 
film from exhibs. 





| ‘Navy’ Drafts Anderson 
Hollywood, April 29. 

Herbert Anderson took over the 

| job originally assigned to Eddie Al- 

‘bert in ‘Navy Blues’ at Warners. Al- 
bert is on leave from the studio. 

Rest of the ‘Blues’ cast includes 

, Ann Sheridan, Martha Raye, Jack 

Haley, Jack Carson and Jackie Glea- 

n, directed by Lloyd Bacon. 


don’t like certain Treasury | 


Treasury suggested | 
a 10% levy on photographic appa- | 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


The spectre of a Hearst frown on RKO things to come is said to have 
that organization not too keyed up over ‘Citizen Kane,’ which they must 
go out and sell now that it’s been established that its releasing goes 
through, per plans, starting with its preem tomorrow (Thursday) at the 
RKO Palace on Broacway . 

A sample of the journalistic intrigue was the talk of N.Y. newspaper 
row as regards John O’Hara, whose Newsweek critique on ‘Kane’ some 
weeks ago concluded with the admonition ‘you must see it, and if you 
cannot, go out and demand of your theatre manager why he’s not exhibit- 
ing the film.’ Seemingly Hearst newspaper workers are going down the 
line. because the N.Y. Hearst dailies have been singularly devoid of ‘Pal 
Joey’ publicity, this being a current Broadway legit musical whose book 
was authored by O'Hara. The thing came to a head with an item of a 
‘Joey’ chorister’s wedding plans, when the show’s title was elided and ‘a 
musical show’ substituted. 








Trying to get s.a. into films with military background seems Holly- 
wood's nut-to-crack at the moment. Several studios recently took title 
to the tag ‘Army Hostess,’ while Reliance (Harry Goetz and Max Gordon, 
working at Columbia) has laid claim to two more. They are ‘She's in the 
Army Now’ and ‘Her Enlisted Men.’ 

Direction of Hollywood's geographical story wind is clearly pointed by 
two studios. 20th-Fox recently bought Maurine Watkins’ book, ‘Chicago,’ 
while Metro registered the title, ‘Seattle.’ 





The old Paramount reorganization, dead and buried for six years, raised 
its head in N. Y federal court yesterday (Tuesday) when Judge Alfred C. 
Coxe expunged two claims still pending against the Paramount Publix 
Corp. for $1,000,000 each. Claims were by the DeForest Phonofilm Corp. 
and General Talking Pictures Corp. Claims had been filed Sept. 14, 1934, 
and charged infringement of plaintiffs’ motion picture patents by the film 
company. 





Samuel Goldwyn’'s original idea was to out-lavish Alexander Korda on 
set designs when he tried to borrow Vincent Korda from Alex Korda ito 
design sets for ‘The Litthe Foxes.’ Alex said nix because Vincent was 
busy on a lavish set-designing job for the Korda production, ‘Illusions,’ 
on the same lot. Because of the competition, Goldwyn hoisted his set 
budget to $150,000 and assigned Stephen Goosson to the designing on 
‘Foxes.’ 





New high in employment was set at Warners studio during the week 
_ending April 26, with a mark of 176,000 man-hours, equivalent to 29,333 
| working days. Payroll carried 5,266 workers during the week, breaking 
‘the old studio record of 5,027. Heavy work call was the result of six 
| pictures in the shooting stage, 12 in preparation and 13 being readied for 
| release, 





| Draftees employed on the RKO und Columbia lots will receive sums 
ranging up to $400, according to length of employment, when called for 
Army service. Amounts start with two weeks’ salary for workers of one- 
to-two years and increase until the $400 mark is reached. In addition, they 
will be given free group life insurance policies for one year and assurance 
of re-employment when they return from camp. 





Tommy Guinan, brother of Texas, collected $15,000 from Paramount's 
B. G. DeSylva fer the screen rights to a film biog of the late nitery mis- 
tress of ceremonies. This covered a wealth of press books plus the of- 
ficial family OK for the picture version. 


— ‘U's $728,280 Earnings 
|___ AKO Loan ji In 17 Weeks; Officers’ 
swung into the K-A-O treasury, we New 7-Yr. Pacts OKd 


the theatre company paying the| 
‘same price as Atlas did originally. 





— 





























| Universal Pictures earnings for 
| Part of the bank loans would go to | the first 17 weeks of the company’s 
| financing this deal by K-A-O, leav- fiscal year ended March 1 last totaled 
ing only about 15,000 K-A-O pre-| $728,280, or $139,414 above net in 
ferred in the hands of the public.) Corresponding ‘period of past fiscal 
With approximately $3,000,000 plus: Year, after all charges, and providing 
interest of the loan coin used for for normal Federal income taxes. 
switching this stock into the treas- This was revealed in a report sent 
ury, he remainder would be almest| holders of Common Stock Voting 


entirely employed in retiring $4,-| Trust Certificates of Universal Corp. 
500.000 worth of B. F. Keith 6%. !ast Saturday (26) by J. Cheever 
bonds. Cowdin, board chairman. This main- 


Understood the reason more coin) tains the pace set in the first quar- 
is required to swing the two deals ter Of the corporation’s fiscal year 
by the parent corporation is the when $53,795 was reported with 
higher interest rate now prevailing, | Similar tax deductions. 

Also financing the Meehan stock Report actually showed net profits 
proposition will cost considerably , Of $931,280 before Federal income 
more than when originally proposed| Or excess profits taxes as against 
about a year ago by George J.| $588,866 in the corresponding period 
Schaefer as a means of simplifying; a year ago. Statement to common 
the RKO corporate setup and bring- | Stock certificate holders went out to 
ing an annual saving in imterest inform these shareholders of action 
charges. This saving will amount to taken at the Wilmington, Del., meet- 
around $256,000 per year and also ing, April 22 when contracts for 
wipes out around $16 due in back Seven senior operating executives 
dividends on K-A-O shares. * was approved for a seven-year term 

Additionally, the arrangement by a vote of nearly 99% in 
brings a more centralized theatre Of the proposals. 
operation, with the Odlum group, Corporation also were amended at 
always the largest single one in that time to indemnify directors 
K-A-O, dominating more than ever.| against suits excepting where they 
Meehan transactions likely will swell acted in bad faith or are liable be- 
Odlum holdings in the K-A-O thea- Cause of wilful misconduct. 
tre setup to 35-40% of the total. Cowdin also stated that production 

Acquisition of the Meehan stock | on 1940-41 program had been sub- 
in K-A-O, which is understood all | stantially completed and within the 
set to go through, at a reported | over-all budget for the program, only 
price of $120 a share, will mean the four pictures out of 56 features and 
end of at least one disruptive ele- | four serials being completed. He 
ment in RKO and the start toward said that six features have been 
| simplification of the complicated completed on the 1941-42 product 
structure of subsidaries. With Mee- | lineup, which officially starts Sept. 1. 
han out, K-A-O will be dissolved | By that date Cowdin said about one- 


and the parent company will be- half of new season product will be 


come direct owner of the theatre | ready for release, Universal never 
circuit. 


| before having been so far advanced 
| Bank loan and a mortgage on the 


in itt history. 
| theatres provided by the Equitable 
| Life Assurance Co. will supply the 
|coin for the refinancing, which in- 
| volves retiring 6% B. F. Keith bonds 
jand the 7% preferred stock. Meehan 
|stock will be acquired by RKO in-, RKO starts a new group of pic- 
'directly through Floyd Odlum’s|tures May 2, with George Sanders 
_ Atlas Corp., which is an approxi- | and Wendy Barrie in the top roles. 
;mately 40% shareholder in the pa- Opener of the series is ‘The Gay 
rent company. Atlas recently ac- | Falcon,’ based on a story by M'-nael 
quired 7,000 Meehan shares. Arlen. 


favor 
By-laws of the 





Sanders-Barrie Series 


Hollywood, Apri] 29. 
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Deliberate Overbuying By Exhib 


Not An Anti-Trust Law aan othe oe te a 
10 a 10n rege ans on the other side of the 





+ 
. 2 





Minneapolis, April 29. 
Deliberate overbuying of product 
by one exhibitor in order to deprive | 
an opposition theatre owner of film 
sufficient to permit the latter to op- 


erate and, thus, ultimately force 


him out of business or damage him | 


extremely, does not constitute a vio- 
ogi of the Sherman enti-trust laws 

- provide a federal court cause of 
pot at for the damages sustained by 
the injured party. Upholding the 


motion of Stan Donnelly, attorney | 


for the defendant, Judge R. C. Bell 
in federal district court made this 
ruling at the conclusion of the plain- 
tiff's case and without hearing the 
defense in the $75,000 triple damage 
suit brought by David Ratner, White 
Bear theatre, White Bear, Minn., 
against Mrs.*Jessie Jensen, owner of 


the competing Avalon theatre in the | 


same town. 

Judge Bell directed the jury to re- 
turn a verdict in the defendant's 
favor and to assess the damages 
against the plaintiff, which was tan- 
tamount to dismissing the action. He 
held that, even though the defend- 
ant’s conduct prevented Ratner from 
entering into film contracts necessary 
to keep his theatre open, no Sherman 


lew violation was involved. Though 
impressed with the ‘wrong’ done to 


Ratner, according to the plaintiff's 
side of the case, the defendant's acts 
didn’t relate to interstate commerce 
and, therefore, the federal court has 
no jurisdiction, according to the 
court’s opinion. 

L. B. Schwartz and S. P. Halpern, 
counsel for Ratner, announced they 
will appeal from Judge Bell's deci- 
sion and the directed verdict. 


The case was unique in that it in- 
voked the anti-trust laws for the 
first time in a damage suit by one 
exhibitor against another one alone, 
involving the ‘sewing up’ of product, 
without joining in the action any of 
the film companies thet made the 
deals and refused to sell the com- 
plaining theatre owner. 

It was brought out that Mrs. Jen- 
sen was successful in tying up 330 
pictures per season, although she 
played no more than 218, and was 
enabled to use the latter number 
only by inaugurating one double 
feature change a week and én extra 
feature for the Saturday midnight 


shows. Testimony also was brought 
out to the effect that she also over- 
bought newsreels and shorts. The 
evidence showed that, although she 
uses only 150 newsreels a year, she 
buys a total of 312 from four com- 
panies. 


FIELDING EX-SPENCER, 
STARTING OWN CHAIN 


St. John, N. B., April 29 
As a nucleus for a new theatre cir- 
cuit, Arthur A. Fielding, of suburban 
East Riverside, has taken over 
Capitol at Bridgewater and Digby, in 
Nova Scotia. These were formerly 
in the Spencer chain, of which Field- 


ing was general manager for 16 
years, and on the staff 28 years, until 





the 


recently. Fielding hes opened an 
office in St. John, within sight of 
the Spencer head offices in the 
trand. Indications are he will add 
several more houses this year. 

The Strand, at Truro, N. S., which 


Was presumed to go with Fielding on 
the breakup between him = and 
Spencer, is now adhering to the 
Spencer banner, and with likelihood 
of purchase or continuation of the 
lease. Spencer hed announced a new 
theatre for Truro, which would make 
the third in a town of about 8,000, 
all controlled by Spencer. The agree- 
ment on disagreement between Spen- 
cer.and his ex-g.m. is understood to 
have called for sale of the stock in 
the company held by Fielding to 
Spencer. 

Opposition has been rumored for 
Spencer at Charlottetown, P.ELI. 
which he has sewed up with the 
Capitol end Prince Edward, old road- 
show houses. Charlottetown is prob- 
ably the best profit bearer on the 
Spencer lineup at present. Among 
those connected with the rumor have 
been A. A. Fielding, erstwhile Spen- 
cer chief; Odeon circuit, F.P.C.. 
Franklin & Herschorn, Bernstein & 
Lieberman. But nobody is admit- 
ting anythin’ 


‘Movieless Dates’ 








Detroit, April 29. 

Again the pinch is put on the 
pictures, 

Students at the University of 
Michigan have started the vogue 
of ‘movieless dates’ which has 
started to whittle down theatre 
attendance in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Church groups originated the 
idea for the students with the 
idea that the money thus saved 
would be contributed to a fund 
to support the needy scholars 
from Europe and the Orient. 


Variety Club Ties Up 
With Preakness Ball 
For Balto Charities 


Baltimore, April 29. 

Preakness Ball which follows run- 
ning of famous turf classic of same 
name at Pimlico, May 10, is getting 
considerable exploitation here this 
season via tieup with local Variety 
Club. Previously operated by civic 
committee in highhat style, 








| 


the Ball | 


/on 
| tronize pix 


| 
| 


NSG for Indies South 
Of the Canadian Border 


Minneapolis, April 29 
is closed and 


line now are unable to come across 
Saturdays and Sundays to pa- 
in northern Minnesota 
affected exhibitors are very 
up against it, with business 


towns, 
much 


'almost vanishing completely. 


| 


Many of the theatres have 
been placed on the market at bar- 
gain prices, but no buyers are in 
prospect. 





‘Erich Remarque Novel 


| Published After Film | 


Version’s (UA) Reiease 


Unusual in the novel-into-film re- 
lationship is the novel being pub- | 
lished after the picture into which 
it has been converted is released. 


| That was the case last week with 


this year has been taken over by the | 


local 
to 


showmen’s club, all proceeds 
charity fund. Scaled at $1 and 


$2, shindy is offering Vincent Lopez | 


and Raymond Scott orchestras on 
two floor levels of the Armory here, 
plus a local combo filling in between 
switches. 

Wealth of showmanship angles has 
town completely’ blanketed 
neon signs on traffic towers on 
prominent corners; street banners 
stretched cattycorner and an advance 
ticket selling campaign which has 
tied in all local department stores, 
theatres and hotels. Trailers in all 
film houses and spots on all radio 
stations also spreading the word 

Committee headed by Howard A. 
Burman includes Bill Hicks, Izzy 
Rappaport, Rodney Collier, Bill Sax- 
ton, Lawrence Schanberger, Leonard 
‘Chum’ McLaughlin, Eddie Perotka, 
Nick Weems, Ed Sherwood, Joe 
Grant, Morris Oletsky, Mark Silver, 
Ed Kimpel, Lou Rome, Barry Gold- 
man, Leon Back, Bernie Seaman and 
Ted Routson. 





Pitt’s Convention Crowd 
Pittsburgh, April 29. 
Tent, No. 1 of Variety 
working like the proverbial 
beavers to bring back attendance 
trophy for second consecutive 
from Atlantic City convention 
month. Local chaper the first 
leg on it in Dalles last April. More 
than 60 have already made reserva- 
| tions on special train pulling out of 
here night of May 14 and at least 
that many more are expected to sign 
up in next couple of weeks, 
ing to I. Elmer Ecker, who is ch 
mening the Pittsburgh end of 
trip. 

Dallas and Atl 
claiming the cup 


Pittsburgh 
Clubs, 


yeal 
next 


got 


accord- 
alr- 
the 


anta are 
unofficially. Win- 
ner determined not by number of 
delegates but by number of miles 
travelled to reach scene of conven- 
tion. 


already 


= 
Dallas Variety’s Fete 
Dallas, April 29. 

The Variety Club of Dallas is mak- 
ing plans for a summer festival, con- 
tinuing the policy of the past two 
years, and this time plans to present 
the Gainesville Community Circus a 
part of the program 


Two Selznick Reissues 


Hollyw April 29 

oldies ‘The Prisoner of 
and ‘The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer,’ both David O. Selznick pro- 
ductions, are being reissued by 
United Artists May 16. 

‘Zenda’ is a Ronald Colman starrer 
and ‘Sawyer’ is filmed in Techni- 
color. 


od, 
Two 
Zenda’ 





SCHUBART’S APPENDECTOMY 
Chicago, April 29. 

A. A. Schubart, manager of ex- 

change operations for RKO, 

stricken with appendicitis suddenly 

here on Saturday (26). He was on 


Was 


a tour of the company’s branches. 
Emergency operation was _ per- 
formed at St. Luke’s hospital, where 


Schubart is said to be recuperating 
| satisfactorily. 


| panies when they buy rights in ad- 


with | 


' meeting, 


| half-hour shows in the open air 


‘Flotsam’ by Erich Maria Remarque. 

David Loew and Albert Lewin, 
United Artists producers, bought 
screen rights to ‘Flotsam’ after it had | 


run serially in Collier’s back in 1939. 
From it they made ‘So Ends Our 
Night,’ released some months ago. 


‘Flotsam’ just appeared, however, as 
a book last week. Publishers claim 
it has been generally revised and 
rewritten from the original version. 


One of the principal reasons for 
studios buying screen rights to books 
is the pre-selling of the picture ob- 
tained among those who have heard 
or read about a best-seller. Com- 


vance of publication, usually wait a 
time before making the picture to al- 
low the book to get a maximum 
number of readers. 


‘Flotsam,’ as a novel, got gener- 
ally good reviews last week. Pic- 
ture drew mild approbation from 
reviewers as a sincere effort, but 
did only mediocre business. 


' tre business. 





Charlie Casey Sells All His Houses 


To Prudential: 


Retiring from the exhibition 
and show business, Charlie Casey on 
Friday (25) turned over his in- 
terests in theatres in the east to the 
Prudential Playhouses circuit headed 
by Joseph M. Seider. Desiring to 
| remain partially active, however, 
| is leaving in about two weeks foi 
| Florida with his family to oversee 
| real estate which was recently pur- 


field 


he 


chased _ there. It includes some 
theatres in Miami as well as undey- 
eloped property on which others 
;/may be built. 

Casey’s interests included those 


1eld in theatres which he and Irwin 
Wheeler, his partner for many years. 
operated in Westchester, Connecticut 
and northern New Jersey. The 
Prudential circuit has held a share 
in these houses also, while in turn 


| Casey has had an interest in those 


houses of the Prudential circuit over 
which operation rested with Seider 
and his associates. The entire cir- 


cuit numbers 36 theatres. 

Wheeler retains his _ interests. 
Originally an attorney as was 
his partner, Casey practiced law 


in the same office with Wheeler. 
They formed a partnership in 1917, 
though never having a contract be- 
tween them, and went into the thea- 
Office headquarters 
were maintained in New York. 


Casey is among independent ex- 


Retiring From Biz 


hibitors who has nourished fears 
over the consent decree and that 
may have partly impelled him to 


step out of the field at this time. 


PRODUCT DEALS 
Loew's Spots ‘Liberty’ Into N. ¥, 
RKO ean Pacts 
With Loew’s vals easing the picture 
for sale away from its own theatres 
in the Greater New York area, RKO 
has closed a deal with Metre to play 
‘Land of Liberty.’ Film. a caval- 
cade of Hollywood which was at the 
N.Y. World’s Fair before being sent 
on general release, is dated from this 
week to May 14 in the RKO stands, 
An early deal of major importance 
for Republic has been closed with 
Warner Bros., calling for the use of 
the company’s 1941-42 product in 80 
theatres in the western Pennsylvania 
territory and 44 in the Washington 

zone, 

J. R. Grainger, general sales man- 
ager, headed the Rep forces on the 
Washington contract, John Payette 
being :in the buying end for War- 
ners. For the Pittsburgh district 
Harry Kaimine handled the negotia- 
tions for the theatres while J. H. 
Alexander and Sam Fineburg, Rep 
franchise holders, acted for the dis- 
tributor. 























| New York Theatres | 




















Rose Irks 4-A’s 


—em continued from page 3——_— 














she declared, ‘we don’t want to stop 


anything thet’s done right. However, 
we do want to know about it and 


’ 


know that it satisfies our conditions. 

Rose’s ‘medicine show’ plan is to 
have a group of name performers do 
on 
collapsible stages let down from the 
tailboard of specially - constructed 
Army trucks. Trucks would move 
from one portion of a cemp to an- 
other and repeat the show three 
times an evening so that all the sol- 
diers would get a standing-up look 
at it. 

Flock of Names 

Wires asking whether they would 
be willing to play such benefits were 
sent to a large number of entertain- 
ers by Rose. Those who he declared 
yesterday have definitely signified 
they are ready to accept dates are} 
Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Bill Robin- 
son, George M. Cohan, George Jessel, 
Burns and Allen, Jane Froman, Ken 
Murray, Tony Martin and Ben 
Bernie. 

Army will pay all expenses, trans- | 
porting the performers by train to} 
the station nearest the camp, where | 
they will be picked up by the Army | 
trucks. Rose plans to put on the first | 
show May 15 and continue until July | 
1, when field maneuvers will start | 
at many posts. 

‘Real’ Shows in Fall 
Showman declares that the plan is 





just a makeshift to fill in and prom- 
ises ‘real shows’ in the fall with paid 
erfo er 

Who te o the paying wasn’t 
clear I as the Army up to 
this point | O ap} ropriation for 
the purpose. There are already other 
how toul the camps at paid ad- 
m1 ] 

Rose ys his plans were worked 
out with Brig. General James Ulio, 
chief of the Army Morale Division, 
and Co mmander Reynolds of the 
Navy. Sherwood and George S 


Kaufman, he said, worked with him 
on the plans. 

Four A’s committee to handle 
camp shows was formed almost six 
months ago, but has gotten practi- 
cally nowhere. Mrs. Holt said that 
it was anxious to cooperate with the 


War Department but couldn’t be- 
cause the War Department would 
give it no information. That’s why 
it was so burned to suddenly learn 
from the papers that Rose already 
had a scheme in operation. Mrs 
Holt and Lytell are both on Sher- 
wood's official committee, but Mr 

Holt said it had never held « 


rife 
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Landers on ‘Mystery Ship’ 
Hollywood, April 29. 
Jack Fier assigned Lew Landers 
, direct ‘Mystery Ship’ at Columbia. 
Production is slated to. start 





' May 15. 





4TH WEEK 
BETTE DAVIS in 
**THE GREAT LIE” 
A New Warner Bros. Hit with 
George BRENT @ Mary ASTOR 


—In Person— 


JIMMY DORSEY 1. 


and His Orche.tra 


STRAND 


Extra ! 

Tap & Toe 
Buddy Schutz 

BROADWAY 

AND 47th STREET 
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Schine Scores a Point 


In U.S. Anti-Trust Suit 
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(Continued from page 9) 


week ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Re- | 
nt Leisure’ (RKO) not-so-good | 

6,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- | 
40)—Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Lost’ (U). Good $8,000, with all! 
credit given to Bette Davis pic for 
healthy biz. Last week ‘Eve’ (Par) 
and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), okay $7,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
=—‘Miss Bishop’ (Par) and ‘Bad Man’ 
(M-G). Weak $5,500. Last week 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col), fair $6,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and Ray Her- 
beck’s orchestra. Poor $7,000. Last 
week ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and 
Boone County Jamboree, okay 
$10,500. 


‘LANZIBAR’ H.0. $7,000, 
PORT.; ‘POT’ GOLDEN 66 


Portland, Ore., April 29. 

After a terrific first week, ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ is still wowing all comers 
at the big Paramount for a second 
try. It’s the only h.o. in town. 

‘Pot o’ Gold’ is drawing a goodly 
crowd to the Broadway, with ‘Devil 
and Miss Jones’ doing average biz 
for the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep). Opened ahead 
of schedule and going over for good 

6.000. Last 10 days, ‘Men Boys 

‘own’ (M-G) soloed to great $9,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1.500; 
85-40-50)—‘Adam’ (Col) with stage 
unit ‘Bert Smith Revue.’ Fair $4.500, 








the Denver. Nice $4,500. Last week, 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA), after a week at the 
Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 40-60)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G), 10th week in Denver. 


Still amassing a strong $4,500. Last 


week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Mel- 
ody Three’ (RKO), after a week at 
the Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (3d wk). Nice 
$7,000. Last week, strong $13,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Queen’s Pent- 
house’ (Col). Good $9,000. Last 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk) 


‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), nice $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Pot 
| Gold’ (UA), after a week at each the 
| Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Missing 
| Girls’ Select. Poor $1,500 best that 
| ean be expected. Last week, ‘Cheers 
| Bishop’ (UA), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Along 
Rio Grande’ (RKO), good $2,000. 


‘PENNY’ $12,000, ‘LIE’ 
1036, PROV. PERKING 


Providence, April 29. 
Grosses generally are on the up- 
grade, but could stand an even high- 
er rating for the season. ‘Great Lie,’ 
at the Majestic, is going great guns, 
and ‘Penny Serenade,’ at Loew’s, is 














but not up to expectations. Last 


week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘fe sate | 


Penthouse’ (Col) went over for fair 
$3.800 in its second week. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 35-40-50 )—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Average 
$5.600. Last week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) 
and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th), fell off in| 
second week to fair $4,200. 
‘ Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(3,000: 35-40-50) — ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) ) 
and ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col). Still | 
doing a fine biz in second week and 
will probably make high $7,000. First 
week. with ‘Scattergood Baines’ | 
(RKO), went over the top for | 
terrific $11,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Lady Cheyenne’ (1) and 
‘Meet Chump’ (U). Disappointing 
$3,200. Last 10 days, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) 
and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), satisfactory 
$7,000. 








Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 


Looking for only fair $5.500. Last 
week, ‘Lady Chevenne’ (U) and ‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U), ditto. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Double 
Date’ (U) @d run). Stepping along 
nicely for good $3,300. Last week, 


‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Queen’s 
Penthouse’ (Col) (2d run), nifty 
$3,506. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)—‘Back 


in Saddle’ (Rep) and vaude. Autry 


|a favorite hereabouts, and holding up| only certain powers, 


week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th), nice $10,000. | 


and ‘Footlight’ Fever’ (RKO). Good, 
enough $7,700. Last week, with | 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), strong 
$14,000 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 





Buffalo, April 29, 


| Motion of Schine Circuit, Inc. be- 


fore Federal Judge John Knight to 
compel the Government to amend 
its complaint, in its anti-trust suit, 
was granted in U. S. Court here this 


' week. Upon the arguments of Wil- 
‘lard S. McKay, representing the de- 
fendant, the U. S. was directed by 
the court to specify exactly what 
kind of conspiracy it now alleges 
against the Schine organization, in 
view of its recent dismissal of com- 
plaints against the five major dis- 
tributors originially charged with 
having been co-conspirators. 
Government attorneys were also 
directed by Judge Knight to notify 
‘him within two weeks whether it 
will proceed with the Schine case 
here first, or against the Nashville, 
Tenn. chain in a similar suit pend- 
|jng there. 











Shurlock Vice Breen 


i (‘ontinued from page 4 











work a help in swinging the job. 
Hence, the belief that Shurlock 
would get the job. 


Hays office. He is a former editor 
/of Hattiesburg, Miss., newspaper, but 
is best known for his activity in 
YMCA work, for years having been 
General Secretary of its Interna- 
tional Committee and president of 
the National YMCA council. 
Numerous reasons are given by 
Breen’s friends for his resignation. 
‘It is said his recent ill-health 





also good. Other stands look so-so | prompted the resignation from such | 


'an active spot. Others close to him 
'in his work of censoring at the 


| ‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Play Girl’ (U).| source admit that he was annoyed 


| by the lack of cooperation from pro- 


| ducers in the past 18 months, finally , 
deciding his health was not being | 


improved by the constant bickering 
| Breen is supposed to have had a 5- 
| year pact, with several years yet to 
|run. A former newspaperman from 
| the east, Breen is regarded as hav- 
| ing been ideally suited for the PCA 
post. 

| Breen’s friends admit that he had 
even though 
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Hemispheric 





| 


| 








| tion and exhibition people. 


| made, and individuals who left in- 
| dustry jobs are constantly bumping 
into a former associate who now is 
holding down a desk job. 

War Department, with a recently 
established bureau of public rela- 
tions, is in the throes of setting up 
a pictorial division that in time 
probably will be the roosting place 
for a considerable number of people 
from the industry. To date, how- 
,ever, only a few of the staff have 


taken over from professional ranks. | 


| Ray Hall, of Pathe, is serving as 
civilian advisor and liaison between 
ithe Army and the newsreels. Asso- 
| ciated with him in this work is Rich- 
‘ard W. Sears, formerly with News 
‘of the Day, who was put in uniform 
as a major in the Reserves. , 
Rockefeller Setup 


the national defense machinery is 
|chiefly people with industry back- 
ground. That’s the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Cultural Relations (Nel- 
son Rockefeller), which is charged 
with furthering the Good Neighbor 
program and tightening bonds be- 
tween all the American Republics. 


| Expecting to make considerable use | 
Harmon had charge of PCA work | 


in the east when he first joined the | 


of celluloid, Jock Whitney has re- 
cruited numerous film people, be- 
|sides setting up various committees 
heavily populated with Hollywood 
j}and New York names, 

| Kenneth Macgowan of 20th Cen- 
Pridgen is one of the key execu- 
| tives, heading the branch of Rocke- 


feller’s outfit charged with produc- | 
Kenneth | 


ing documentary films. 
| Thompson, secretary of Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild, recently has been desig- 
|nated executive secretary of an off- 
shoot called Motion Picture Society 
for the Americas, which will be a 
link between Hollywood and Wash- 
ington and is expected to further 
| production of features for the Latin 
American market. 

| In the Rockefeller organization 
|are Francis Altstock, who has been 
associated with Whitney in financing 
film activities and who now is Whit- 
ney’s right-hand man with $l-a-year 
|status. Shirley Burden, associate 


Nucelus of one important wing of | 


Defense Workers | 


Continued from page 3 











There's |gency Council and other agencies 
m8 comprehensive catalog, though, or |making documentary pictures, 
;central point where a survey can be | with the Office of Government Re. 


is 
| ports. Floyd Brooker, formerly 
/with the American Council of Edu- 
cation, is in the Office of Education 
| Steering the efforts to use pictures 
‘for training of civilians for jobs in 
‘industries connected with prepared. 
ness. 

| Generally, the Government is go. 
| ing slow in any attempts to turn out 
its own pictures, being short on ap. 
propriations and remembering past 
Congressional screams of rage about 
cinematic propaganda. So far, em- 
phasis has been on establishing con- 
|tacts with the newsreels, with the 
chain exhibitors being begged to 
/program educational films portray. 
|ing defense efforts. 


| 





Capt. Barney Oldfield’s Post 
Lincoln, Neb., April 29, 

Capt. Barney Oldfield, formerly 
film critic on the Journal here, has 
| been ordered effective today to Jef- 
| ferson Barracks, Mo., where he’s to 
'be attached to the post’s reception 
center. He has been, since Nov. 23 
|'when he went on duty at the 7th 
Corps Area headquarters in Omaha, 
jin the press section of the intelli- 
‘gence department. 
| Recognized champ film reviewer, 
' who glimpsed more than 500 films a 
|year for five years running, will 
| probably be the press relations man 
‘at JB. 











RKO’s Revamp 


Continued from page 5 


to Paramount pronto). Studio head 
Joe Nolan is also understood to have 
handed in his departure notice, 

Joe Breen, on the Coast, 
emphatically denied yesterday 
(Tuesday) that he has had any 
negotiations with RKO. RKO 
prez George J. Schaefer, before 
leaving Hollywood for New York 
last night, also denied the re- 
ports of Breen’s affiliation. [In 
trade circles, however, it is re- 
ported they have been talking— 
and not about the weather.] 














;producer at RKO, has been made 
the Pacific Coast representative for 
ithe documentary film unit, which 
also includes Luis Bunuel, a Span- 


promising $6,500. Last week, ‘Rob-| head of the PCA, and that he could | ish linguist who will help with the 


bers Range’ (RKO) and vaude, nice 
$6,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— | criticism aroused by ‘Strange Cargo,’ | ing. 


‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB). A nifty and heading for 


|enforce the code activity only ‘if 
| given cooperation.’ The public 


| ‘Primrose Path,’ 


|editing, and Gustavo Duran, com- 
| poser, who will take charge of scor- 


| nations 


2. Also not remaining with the or- 
ganization will be John J. O’Connor, 
operating head of the theatre chain, 
and Fred Meyers, chief buyer and 
booker, who telegraphed their resig- 
to president George J. 
Schaefer last week because of ‘dis- 





and ‘This Thing | licist, has joined the setup, along 


| gust with the continued carping’ of 
| Malcolm Kingsberg and Leon Gold- 
berg, reps of the M. J. Meehan stock 


Walter Brooks, industry pub- 


grand $10,500. Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ 


| Called Love’ were said to have been | with Norbert Lusk, former editor of 





KANSAS CITY 





(Continued from page 10) 
the Tower a little more than the 
usual attraction here. 

Estimates for This Week 





Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— | 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (20th). 


mild and looks to finish same way | 
at around $6,000. Last week, ‘Night | 
Rio’ (20th) (2d wk), came through | 


nicely at $5,300. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ 
(M-G). Giving the house a strong 
week, best recently. About $13,000 
anticipated. Last week, ‘Cheers 


Bishop’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Man’ (M-G), | 


fair $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44 )—‘Zanzibar’ (Par). In its third 
week this one is giving a better ac- 
count of itself than some films do in 
second weeks. It moves out after to- 
day (Tuesday) for ‘Great Lie’ (WB). 
Current $5,000 follows $8,000 and 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
— ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster 


Girl’ (Par). Couple of left-overs 
from the Newman’s regular source 
of supply. Little strength here at 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Wagons Roll’ 
(WB) and  ‘Scattergoo Baines’ 
(RKO), $5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—/| 


*Sleepers West’ (20th) and Johnny 
*‘Scat’ Davis band on stage. Good 
$7,300. Last week, ‘Back in Saddle’ 
(Rep) and Rosita Royce heading 
stage bill, $6,500, not bad. 


‘WOLF’ $9,000, DENVER 


‘Boys Town’ H. O. Fair $7,700— 
‘Zanzibar’ 3d $7,000 











; Denver, April 29. 

With three houses sticking to hold- 
Overs, ‘Sea Wolf’ at the Denver 
romps home with top coin. ‘Gone 
with the Wind,’ playing a 10th Den- 
ver week at the Broadway (but not 
continuous), and ‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
in its third session at the Denham 
are both above average. ‘Men of 
Boys Town’ is slightly sub-par in its 
second week at the Orpheum, but is 
still doing okay biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 

Night Rio’ (20th), after a week at 


a a a a 


(WB) and ‘Double Date’ (U), hefty 
$8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). Packing 


|’em in for good $12,000. Last week, 
| ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), 


slipped for so-so $9,000. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 


Started | ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and ‘Round Up’ 


(Par). Paced at not too bad $6.000. 
Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep) (2d wk), nifty 
$6,500. 











‘Sweater Gals’ | 


—__— _—Continued from page 1 





| plainly annoyed about subsequent 


| pictures. Worst of all, many of these | 


| claim, is the tendency towards more 
|nudity and risque actions. 
of femme breasts in a couple of re- 
|cent films also have brought protests 


|directly to the Hays office, these | 


|coming not alone from the Legion or 
| Catholic church. 

| ‘Veronica Lake Closeups’ 

| Feeling among Legion representa- 
tives is that “Veronica Lake closeups’ 
and other material of same _ sort 
|might develop into unsavory screen 
|fare for those in military service, 
and tend to harm those living more 
lor less restrained camp life. Crack- 


|down by the Hays-PCA boys on | 


i‘sweater girls’ was an attempt to 
curb this slipping in of spicy close- 
ups. 

Others interested in the Legion of 
Decency’s welfare claim that the 
present move for moral code revi- 
sion is an attempt to revitalize the 
Legion's operations. Typical of this 
attitude is an editorial in the Inter- 
national Federation of Catholic 
Alumnae Quarterly Bulletin which 
claimed that members of the alumnae 
had been jolted from napping be- 
cause the League of Decency needs 
a united front to aid in its eternal 
vigilance against subversive activi- 
ties working openly in this country. 
Conclusion of the editorial asked 
members to watch pictures with a 
critical eye....and that concerted 
| action by the alumnae would help 
‘rectify subtle innuendoes in pictures. 





Closeups | 


| particularly annoying. More re- 
| cently has been the fight over cuts 
'on Howard Hughes’ ‘The Outlaw.’ 
| And there have been other pictures 
| which have caused Breen trouble. 
Plea for ‘Cooperation’ 

| Difficulty with producers became 
|so bad last year that Breen came to 
New York and appealed to the Hays 
office directorate for ‘cooperation.’ 
This was unanimously given, but 
some producers evidently did not 
hear about it, because the squab- 
bling continued. 

On ‘This Thing Called Love,’ 
Breen was able to get some con- 
cessions from the producer but the 
changes made did not include all 
of the recommended ones. With this 
picture and ‘Strange Cargo,’ its un- 
derstood that it was necessary for 
Breen to come to N. Y. to get the 
necessary pressure for sufficient 
changes for the Legion of Decency 
| to give approval. 

Breen’s Mounting Headaches 

Developments in recent months are 
said to have especially irked Breen. 
It was the tendency of some pro- 
ducers to ignore his suggested 
changes in script before the film 
goes into production that caused 
headaches. Instead, the completed 
film is shown to the PCA end a 
whole flock of suggested changes are 
discovered in the finished production. 
Then the producer is told to make 
the revisions. But in the meentime, 
| the producer points to the fact that 
| release date is approaching and that 
plenty of money is tied up in the 
picture. Result has been, so insiders 
aver, that the print is hurried 
through with as few cuts as pos- 
sible. Sometimes, what remeins in 
the filron escapes unnoticed but other 
times the church people, editors and 
other organizations notice the lapses 
—and tell the Hays office and the 
public generally. 

Breen has the reputation of being 
a fighter and sticking up for what 
he considered his duty in administer- 
ing the code. But this type of 
maneuvering and constent sniping 
at his work finally is reported to 
have prompted him to move to an- 
other post. 


= = 





| Pictureplay, who’s handling review- 
jing chores for the Cultural Rela- 
tions gang. 

National Defense Advisory com- 


| 


| pany, 


| mittee hasn’t done much in the way | 


of picture work yet, although liaison 
has been established with the indus- 
| try. But Robert Collyer, formerly 


| with Universal 
| newsreels, is with the Commish as 


liam B. Nelson, former Washington 
correspondent for Look mag and 
more recently engaged in scripting 
|for industrial films. 

| Lieut. Col. Zanuck, Et. Al. 

| Most publicized industry figure 


who has been asked to help the | 


Government is Lieut. Col. Darryl 
| Zanuck, but he’s getting competition 
;now that Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has 


been sent ona looksee trip to South | 


America. Howard Dietz of Metro is 
|consulting with the Treasury on 
| ways of putting across the defense 
|Savings bond drive. Col. Frederick 
Herron, former export boss for the 


Hays organization, is now in Army | 


morale division. 

The Navy has made no call on the 
industry for experts to help with 
public relations work from head- 
quarters, although reservists in the 


industry have been called to duty | 


and are strewn over the western 
hemisphere. Head of naval intelli- 
gence’s film section, however, is a 
long-time newsreel editorial and 
contact man, Comdr. Stuyvesant 
Wright. Since the last war when 
he was on naval duty he has been 
|with Paramount, Pathe, and Fox 
Movietone. 

The Army’s roster also includes 
| Lieut. Jack LeVein of Pathe, who’s 
|doing public relations for the cav- 
-alry, and Russ Worthington of Pathe, 
| with civilian status in the Bureau of 
‘Public Relations. Numerous film 
people, mostly technicians, have 
been called by the Signal Corps, but 
are concentrated at Fort Monmouth, 
|\N. J., where most of the Army’s 
j}own film work is done. 

Individuals with industry ac- 
quaintances are holding down a va- 
riety of jobs related to some degree 
to defense activities. Arch Mersey. 
‘formerly with the National Emer- 





interests in Keith-Albee-Orpheum, 
circuit operating company. 

3. RKO, the parent holding com- 
has obtained the approxi- 
mately $8,500,000 needed to swing a 
refinancing program. Atlas Corp. 


| (Floyd Odlum) at the same time, 


and Paramount ' 


intermediary between U. S. and in- | 


| dustry and has as his assistant Wil- | to strengthen ‘the RKO prestige and 


will exercise the option expiring to- 
day (Wednesday) for acquisition of 
the 17,000 shares of K-A-O preferred 
held by the Meehan group. 

4. Schaefer took important steps 


product outlook by inking Samuel 
Goldwyn to a distribution deal for 
his next two films and obtaining 


| Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ for road- 


showing. 

Present series of changes at RKO 
was prefaced early in April by res- 
|ignations of William Mallard, v.p. of 
RKO Radio (producing company) 
and general counsel for Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum, and Frank R. Donovan, 
operating head of RKO Pathe News, 
Inc. That was followed by the death 
of Wilford J. Merrill, v.p. and. treas- 
urer of RKO on April 10. 

Forecast of Nolan’s reported de- 
parture is seen in action at the April 
¢ board meeting when he lost the 
title of v.p. in charge of production 
and became an assistant secretary of 
the corporation. 

Harry Edington, who holds the 
'rank of executive producer, it is un- 
derstood will have the choice of a 
contract settlement or remaining 
with the company with a producer 
title until his pact expires in about 
a year. His work as exec producer 
was taken over partially by Schae- 
fer himself some months ago and 
| it was expected Breen would assume 
the rest, when and if he aligned with 
RKO. 

Schaefer more than a month ago 
offered the top studio post to Sol 
| Lesser. Lesser wanted to take it, 
but was prevented by his exclusive 
| pact to produce for United Artists. 


Dix Rides for Sherman 


Hollywood, April 29. 
Richard Dix was signed by Harry 
, Sherman to star in two westerns at 
| Paramount. 
First is ‘Tombstone’ and second is 
‘The American Empir@® 
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Films Had Hard Time Deciding 
That Jack Benny Was Boxoffice 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 





Hollywood, April 29. 

Waukegan’s ‘first ranking citizen,’ 
Jack Benny, came to filmdom’s star- 
ring circles the hard way. Benny 
came to pics from vaude. Metro 
used him as a master of ceremonies 
in the ‘Hollywood Revue of 1929.’ He 
was no b.o, cyclone. He had plenty 
of top-seasoned film mames_ sur- 
rounding him in the cast. His main 
job was through a trick camera shot 
pulling Bessie Love out of his 


pocket. It did not help Jack in the 
cinema belt. He was new to the 
biz. His smart quips and wisecracks 


were not in line with film require- 
ments, the tops thought. So he went 
back to vaude. 


In 1930 Metro tried him again in 
‘Chasing Rainbows.’ Charlie King, 
Bessie Love and Marie Dressler were 
the names. Benny was brushed off 
in a VARIETY review: 


‘Jack Benny was a humorous- 
ly dry stage manager. Poor 
Jack, though a good lookin’ guy 
and a shrewd showman, was 
handicapped. ile was not a 
young Lothario, and therefore 
was just a sustainer of audience 
interest so far as the pic was 
concerned. He worked in a cou- 
ple of shorts, that meant noth- 
ing much, nor did a job he did 
for Tiffany in the summer of 
1930 in ‘The Medicine Man.’ 
Hollywood just had a lapse of 
memory so far as Jack and his 
talents were concerned. They saw 
no reason for figuring out how this 
showman would fit into the cinema 
picture, so Jack again headed east. 

Then radio via the Canada Dry Pro- 
gram discovered him. He got around 
$1,500 a week for the chore and paid 
his writers out of it and probably 
took care of the Mary Livingstone 
coin too. 


JUST IN THE CAST 


Later he hit around Hollywood 
again and did some Vitaphone shorts, 
also a pic ‘Mr. Broadway’ in 1933 
for Broadway-Hollywood production, 
That one featured Eddie Sullivan, 
Johnnie Walker and Josephine Dunn. 
Walker directed it. He had a lot of 
screen and vaude names and cur 
hero was just mentioned with Mary 
Livingstone as among those in the 
cast. 

Along came Edward Small in 1934 
and gave Jack an m.c job in “Trans- 
Atlantic Merry-Go-Round.’ Pic was 
not much, but Jack got an okay no- 
tice for his toil. 

Then gradually Benny became more 
popular on the radio. Metro hav- 
ing a ‘Broadway Melody of 1936’ to 
make figured Benny now had a lit- 
tle draught through his radio and 
cast him in this picture. With his 
value potent Benny topped the fea- 
tured cast. In it he played the role 
of a columnist and with dramatics 
entwined in his role he took a cou- 
ple of socks on the button from a 
young guy named Robert Taylor. In 
its notice on Benny’s performance 
VARIETY said: 

‘Benny’s usually decisive de- 
livery is punchy, but it might be 

a good idea to give him an as- 

signment which won’t ‘-t him 

wind up with an apple and a 

morning paper for the finale.’ 

So Benny still had not arrived as 
far as films were concerned. He was 
just being used to draw them in as 
a result of his radio rep which was 


becoming more and more important. 
However, Metro knowing it had a 
good thing in that direction tried 


him again. He was a star this time 
in an opus called ‘It’s in the Air,’ 
made late in 1935. Cast support was 
none too strong. Neither was the 
picture. It had plenty of laughs, but 
it was too slow to get anywhere in 
the coin taking belt. 


PARAMOUNT SIGNS HIM 


long came 1936 and Paramount, 
too. They saw that Benny really 
meant something. That in meaning 
something, something must be done 
in preparing material for Benny that 
meant something. Studio got close 
to Benny. It knew that he was a 
showman, and that a showman knows 
how to sell himself as well as the 
merchandise he has to deliver. First 
chore to prove the fact that the guy 
from radio meant something was in 
making ‘Big Broadcast of 
which was released in October, 1936. 


This was a sock picture. It had 
in the cast with Benny, George 
Burns, Gracie Allen, Beb Burns, 


Martha Raye and a lot of sure-fire 


1937,’ 


talent. Paramount then knew it was 
right, the Benny method of think- 
ing was right, also the Benny box- 
office value, too, as by this time he 
was the No. 1 guy in radio. It fol- 
lowed through with another Benny 
hit on top of this one, ‘College Holi- 
day’ being released just around the 
Xmas holidays of 1936, and then with 
a one-a-year until the present time. 


NOT GREEN-EYED 


Benny throughout his entire film 
career never was jealous of anyone 
|/or his ability. He always figured 
showmanship and consequently man- 
| aged to develop talent both on ra- 

dio and in films that was helpful 
| to him in both branches of the biz. 
| Phil Harris, who was his orchestra 
|leader, became an important cog 
| through the Benny buildup and got 
|into pictures as well, and is now 
| reaching the point where he will top 
| the cast of an ‘Ice Follies’ picture 
for RKO. Then Eddie Anderson 
(Rochester), who was one of the 
Fanchon & Marco unit standbys, 
also appeared on the scene with 
Benny. He hit instantaneously in 
both films and radio. Don Wilson, 
who was an Earle C. Anthony an- 
nouncer around here at $75 a week, 
got into the Benny camp. He was 
given his chance, has been a fea- 
tured player in Harry Sherman pic- 
tures that Paramount now releases, 
and is even desirous of spreading his 
acting historionics to more film work. 

Those seven pictures that Benny 
has made for Paramount since 1936 
have been both helpful to Benny and 
those who worked with him as well 
as the coffers of the company. 

His last Paramount release brought 
Fred Allen to play opposite him in 
‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ after a long 
radio ‘feud’ between the two. And 
| Allen, too, thought Benny was great, 
compared with comics and others he 
had chored with in pictures. Re- 
sult, Allen was the guy who sponsor- 
| ed the present Jack Benny 10th Anni- 
versary in VARIETY. And that’s the 
story of Jack Benny to date, out- 
side of the job he starts at 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox May 14 in ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ 
and then another chore for Warners. 

It took radic tc make Benny im- 
portant in pics, and films should be 
most grateful for Benny. 











Old Timer’s Calling Card 
Boasts That ‘Uncle Bill 
Was Benny’s First Boss 


William A. Haas, who lives in 
Pasadena, Cal., still flashes an old- 
time theatrical-type calling card. In 
addition to itemizing salients in a 
career of 55 years in show biz, ‘Uncle 
Bill’ boasts that he was road man- 
ager for the Cherry Sisters, of vege- 
table fame, in 1903, and was Jack 
Benny’s first employer in 1910. This 
was in Waukegan, Illinois, where 
Haas, at the time, managed a theatre 
and Jack Benny, then Benny Ku- 
belsky, entered the profession, as 80 
many before him and since have 
done, by ushering. 

‘Uncle Bill’s’ calling card is re- 
produced below: 
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THEATRE MANAGER 


SHOWMAN — 55 YEARS 
STRAND THEATRE, Pasadena, Calif. 


Wm. A. (“UNCLE BILL’’) HAAS 
Retired — Pasadena, Calif. 264 So. Euclid Ave. 








JAKE ROSENTHAL’S ATTRACTIONS 
ROAD ADVANCE and MANAGEMENT 
JACK BENNY’S First Employer 


AMBASSADOR THEATRE, Los Angeles, 
WAITE’S COMPANIES, N. Y. City 
CHERRY SISTERS’ First Road Mgr. 














THEY JUST GET ALONG 


For more than 10 years Arthur 
and Sam Lyons have been the agents 
for Jack Benny. 

They have never had a written 
contract. 





—_——> 


For Benny It Was Big Time Or 
Nothing; He Wasn't for Coalminers 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 





In 1910 Jack Benny was a theatre 
usher in Waukegan, III. 


During the war he was in the U. 8. 
Navy. 

Somewhere along the early path 
he seriously played the fiddle in a 
dance orchestra. 

In 1916 there was a two-act, Benny 
and Woods, which seems to be lost 
in the debris of theatrical records. 

By 1921 Benny was doing a single, 
breaking in at Procter’s 5th Avenue 
(see Sime’s review from VARIETY 
on page 45). 

From 1921 onward his career was 
steadily progressive, spreading out- 
ward from vaudeville to include 
Broadway musicals, films and, finally, 
radio, 

His previous obscurity, the lack 
of identification prior to the sudden 
click in vaudeville, gave rise to the 
legend that Benny was never on the 
small time but sprang, full-born like 
a Greek god from Olympus, to strut 
on the big time. 


‘THROW-AWAY DELIVERY’ 


Actually, there is grounds for the 
legend. For in substance and style 
Benny was ‘big time or nothing.’ 

His style was subdued, his deliv- 
ery one of the first examples of 
modern ‘throw-away.’ He was 
poised, unhurried, seemingly effort- 
less. 

From the earliest days he was also 
an ‘afterpiece’ comedian. One of his 
earliest exploits was appearing in 
the lineup of a group of Arabian 
tumblers, hiding his identity alto- 
gether in costume but 
working into a laugh routine, 

Old time lovers of vaudeville re- 
member with nostalgia the week 
Nora Bayes was on the bill with 
Benny at the Palace. 


when Benny stepped into 


gradually | 


at the Palace, New York, or the Or. 
pheum, Los Angeles. 

It is doubtful if Benny’s vaudeville 
routines were ever written down 
into formal scripts. He was not an 


ad libber, in the general sense. He 
prepared his stuff ahead but 
| changed it frequently, infused it 


with topical allusions. 


But he sounded ad lib. That wag 
one clue to his artistry as a vaude- 
villian. 


He was what used to be known as 
a natty dresser. His only props were 
a cigar which he didn’t smoke and 
a fiddle which he didn’t play. 


He was not a night club per- 
former, although he did do a spell 
at the old Little. Club. During the 
gin-gargling era of prohibition he 
| demanded too much attention and 
quiet. The dives patronized by the 
bon ton of the twenties weren't big 
timey enough for Benny. 

Benny could play the Joliets and 
the Sioux Citys and adapt himself 
but there were levels that were defi- 
nitely not for him. Once he ap- 
| peared before an audience of coal- 
|miners. They gaped and Benny 
| gulped. 

Benny was in George S. Kaufman's 
| ‘Bring on the Girls’ which brought 
on the moving men in three weeks, 

His early broadcasts for Canada 
Dry weren’t marked off as the great- 
/est event in that company’s history. 
| He was also-ran for that honor with 
‘Information, Please’ (years later). 


CANCELLED BY DETROITER 


A Detroit motor nabob gained a 
sort of oblique fame in the early 
thirties by dropping Benny on the 





| grounds he wasn’t funny. 
The by-play | 


Benny represents himself on the 


Miss} gir as a tightwad. In four and a half 


Bayes’ act was of a smartness sel-| years he paid one gag-writer, Harry 


dom encountered today. 
were virtuosi 
fire. 

Thomas J. Fitzpatrick, then and 
now a vaudeville agent, handled 
Benny for years. Significantly Fitz- 


_The pair) Ww. Conn, $170,000. 
of vaudeville cross-| 


Benny used to drop in for coffee 


| at the old Wolpin’s in Times Square, 
| His favorite 
| timer, 


old- 
knew 


waitress was an 


May Stewart, who 


patrick also handled Burns and Al-| every actor, agent and booker in the 


len, Barry and Whitledge and other 
slick acts of the day. 

Benny was preeminently a hold- 
over act. He stayed weeks at a time 





Officials of NBC—Benny’s Medium 





Sidney Strotz 





SALES VICE-PRESIDENT 
Roy Witmer 





PROGRAM VICE-PRESIDENT 





PRESIDENT 
Niles Trammell 


DIRECTOR 





COAST VICE-PRESIDENT 
Don Gilman 





OF PROMOTION 


| Keith office. 


Years after Wolpin’s 
demise Benny with his agent, Sam 
Lyons, went into another restaurant, 
looked up, saw May. Still rushing 
java. Under the cup when he left 
the restaurant May found a $10 bill. 


Both Paramount and Fox con- 
tracted for the comedian not long 
ago, an unusual situation for Hoily- 
wood, 


Benny has used several changes of 
radio writers. But Bill Morrow and 
Eddie Beloin have been with him 
for five years. 


General Foods (Jell-O) has negoti- 
ated a series of unique contracts 
with him. The latest carries him 
into 1942 and assures him, as an ac- 
tor, that his prize time spot, Sunday, 
7 p.m., on the Red, goes with him to 
his next sponsor. 

Benny is, like all good troupers, 
very audience-conscious. He never 
rehearses his air routines in front 
of Phil Harris musicians. They are 
part of his audience, too. And he 
likes to see them laugh. 

That’s part of the reason he doesn’t 
like re-broadcasts. The freshness is 
partly gone, the lassitude of fa- 
miliarity may set in. (Vaudeville 
actors always loathed audiences, 
especially .kids, that sat around 
through more than one show.) 

Down front at the Hollywood 
studio when Benny goes on the air 
every Sunday night are such regu- 
lars as Mary Livingstone’s 
Benny’s lawyer and his brother-in- 
law, Myrt Blum. 


POUNDING PACE 
Benny’s radio tempo has always 
been the fastest in the comedy race 
and only Bob Hope in the last couple 
of seasons has attempted anything 
like the same pounding pace. 


Benny married outside the profes- 
sion but ultimately eased his wife 
into the act. The outsider, Mary 
Livingstone, began surprising vaude- 
ville oldtimers and then radio with 
the expert timing of lines. 


Benny exploits running gags to 
make dozens of laughs sprout from 
one root. A recent example revolv- 
ing around a pet bear is ‘where is 
the gas man?’ It sounds anything 
but funny but all America con- 
vulses. On another occasion he used 
the plaintive complaint, ‘I told you 
to phone the little woman.’ 


The Benny formula established 


sister, 





Ken R. Dyke 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Jack Benny in Radio’s First 10 





(The Comedian’s C.A.B. Since 1934)* 


Broadcast Period 


March, 1934 to February, 1935..... 
March, 1935, to September, 1935.... 


October, 1935, to April, 1936. 
October, 1936, to April, 1937..... 
October, 1937, to April, 1938..... 
October, 


October, 1940, to April, 1941... 





eeeeee 


5 ee 
October, 1939, to April, 1940................ 


Benny His C.A.B. 
Ranked Rating 

verre 6 17 
1 28 
ee Gaoes .' 3 26 
gids Oia wae 1 33 
cemkveueeas $2 36 
$2 36 
$2 89 
etisawes ; 1 i 


* Averages as provided by Variety Information and Research 


Department. 


+ Major Bowes was No. 1 this period. 
t Edgar Bergen-Chase & Sanborn program was first these 


years. 











Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin 
Admit perso Is Useful 


By JaCK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, April 29. 
Gags are where you find them. 


And who should know better than | 


Bill Morrow 
have been dreaming them up for 
years for Jack Benny and his Jell-O 
cohorts. 

But where to look for them is still 
the moot question. They've tried 
every corner of the continent, sailed 
the blue Pacific and hied away to 
odd places in quest of the elusive 
spark to touch off a comedy situa- 
tion or a running gag. 

The frightening bugaboo is stale- 


ness and milked-dry locale. When 
inspiration doesn’t come they start 
looking around. Close-by Palm 


Spings seems to be a favorite haunt 
with the gagsters and with the head- 
man along ideas seem to come easier 
and they can whip out a script in one 
good sitting whereas three or four 
days are required to keep the re- 
partee flowing smoothly. 

Ask the team where they have the 
best success and they’ll let go with 


a gag, but not the answer. 

‘If we knew that,’ puts in Beloin 
(he’s the one with hair on his tur- 
ret), ‘our worries would be over. 
Why we'd just go there and that’s 
all there would be to it. No head- 
aches, no fearS of ulcers, no more 
corrugations in the brow.’ 

The boys will admit, however, that 
Palm Springs holds some attraction 
for them. There’s only one attrac- 
tion for a gag writer, and that’s 
where the gags come as fast as the 
beads of perspiration. Whether it’s 
the cacti, the balmy air or the re- 


moteness from civilization, 
they know not. 

; If They Only Knew 

If we knew then our worries 
would be over,’ sighs Morrow. 


so-called, 


and Ed Beloin, who! 


‘Hey, that’s my line,’ interrupts 


| Beloin. 


‘Yeh, but ain’t we a team?’ and 
that puts that ripple to rout. 
Truth be told. they’re probably the 
non-scrappingest writing team in the 
biz. That from those who know 
them well. They’re the highest sal- 
aried combo spinning gags on the 
air and it’s their smooth-working 


| teamwork that has helped produce 


| warmed over 


such astonishing results. (See 
C.A.B.) 

It’s really a triumvirate that) 
whips up those chuckles, week in 


and week out (with 13 off for the 
summer). Headman Benny, his 
writers admit, is sort of useful. 

‘He can spot a gag a mile away 
and make a spot piece of biz run on 
and on,’ chirped Morrow. ‘One of 
us picks a piece of funny business 
out of the cold air and once it’s 
by Jack it’s ready to 
go into the script. And it’s generally 
a sock. He can call the turn on them 
as fast as we dream them up.’ 

One might say that 10 years on the 
air 
public likes 
like an egg. 
trying to name a few others, on the 
air much longer, who’re still trying 
to woo that winning formula. Benny | 
captured it almost from the start. 

Gag-writing, Morrow and Beloin 
will tell you, is serious business. It's | 
an occupation like digging ditches or | 
packing apples. When mental inertia | 
sets in that’s when it really puts one 
back on his heels. 


and what rolls around 


‘When putting those gags together 
comes hard and your head is spin- 


that’s when we know we're in 
sez Morrow. Benny 


ning, 
a tough racket,’ 
knows it as well as they, 
when one reads that the trio has 
packed up for Palm Springs, or New 


York. or Honolulu. 





TOTAL DOES NOT 
INCLUDE TALENT 


Four Advertisers Span the 
Radio Career of Comedian 
—- Talent Package Now 
Costs $17,500—Canada 
Dry Paid Him $1,500 
Decade Ago 








VAUDE SALARY 


Jack Benny got $1,500 per broad- 
cast for his first radio sponsored 
series (Canada Dry, 1932). Today 
General Foods on behalf of its 
Jell-O product pays Benny $17,500 
a week. Out of both figures, the 


smaller and the larger and 10 years 
apart, Benny paid for the writers, 
the supporting cast, the stooges, etc. 
Benny was among the first of the 


* Including Canada. 





psn senso cto 








History of Jack Benny Broadcasts 


NO. OF 
SERIES DATES NETWORK STATIONS SPONSOR 

May 2,1932-Oct, 26,1932..NBC Blue 16 Canada Dry 
Oct. 30,1932-Jan. 26,1933..CBS ..... 27 Canada Dry 
March 31, 1933-June 23, 1933..NBC Red. 55 General Motors 

(Chevrolet) 
Oct. 1,1933-April 1, 1934..NBC Red. 57 General Motors 

(Chevrolet) 
April 6, 1934-Sept. 28, 1934..NBC Red. 53 General Tire and 

Rubber Co. 
Oct. 14,1934-July 14,1935..NBC Blue 62 General Foods 
Sept. 29,1935-June 21, 1936..NBC Blue 62 General Foods 
Oct. 4,1936-June 27, 1937..NBC Red. 60 General Foods 
Oct. 3,1937-June 28, 1938..NBC Red. 92 General Foods 
Oct. 2,1938-June 25, 1939..NBC Red. 98 General Foods 
Oct. 8,1939-June 16, 1940..NBC Red. *82 General Foods 
Oct. 6, 1940-to date.........NBC Red. *105 General Foods 








A Comedian Who Gave 
Away Good Gags 


_ By EDDIE CANTOR 





It’s quite a celebration they're hav- 





‘package shows’ which are bought by 
advertising agencies and sponsors | 
because of their self-starting, self-| 
driving showmanship. Benny and) 
his aides are first of all a producing | 
unit. 

Estimates are hazardous on 
Benny’s personal earnings over the | 
10-year period since the radio 
build-up assured him his niche in 





| of the many false beginnings of that 


pictures (see Arthur Ungar’s account| 


career from 1929 onward). Benny | 
may have made less and had a lot! 
more expenses than, say, Major) 


Bowes so far as radio was concerned, 
But his film duties have now become 
a lush source of income. 

Jack Benny is, of course, one of 
the actor-millionaires of his genera- 
tion. (He did well in vaudeville, 
jumping up from $150 around 1921 
when he first became a single to 
around $1,250 as a next-to-closer.) 

In the following table, prepared by 
VaRIETY’s Information and Research 
Service, summer replacement pro- 
gram costs (he was NBC except for 
1932-1933) have been subtracted from 
the ann**:] totals (wherever neces- 





must have taught him what the| 


That’s no more so than| 





and that’s | 


sary), so that the dollar volume ac- 
tually applies only to the Benny 
show in person. 
YEAR SPONSOR TIME 
COST 
1003... (Canada Dy: sés<0<s $133,988 
| 1932....Canada Dry........ 71,836 
1933....Canada Dry. 32,568 
RR td Po ot, 211,252 
NR 111,053 
a 203,314 
1934....Jell-O .. 90,266 
1935....Jell-O .. 373,091 
1936....Jell-O .. 205,296 
1936....Jell-O ... 122,328 
1937....Jell-O ... 401,095 
1938....Jell-O ... 509,191 
| 1939....Jell-O .... 518,355 
1040... .deH-O ...4.. 494,859 
Total. cccccees $a,410,492 


| ful. 
;a real pioneer on the networks. 


| ‘that stingy Mr. 
| his friends drop a nickel in the pay 


ing for Jack Benny’s 10th anniver- 
sary in radio. Well, he deserves it 

. 10 years in radio—that’s a long 
| time in any branch of entertain- 
|ment, but in radio, that’s three or 
four careers...Who’s around today 
who started in 1931?...Just a hand- 
It’s a great job Jack has done— 
.. He 





started a new trend in comedy—he| 


made all 
away their joke files. 
away too, but not too far! 


the other comics throw | 
I threw mine) 
I want to) 


be able to lay my hands on it—just| 


in case... 


Yes Sir! Benny deserves saiuta- 
tions, hurrahs, ticker-tape and con- 
fetti for 


But I wonder if the people know the 
Jack Benny I know?...this warm, 
big-hearted, sentimental, human sort 
of guy...It’s a great running gag— 
Benny,’ who makes 


telephone in his living room... Yes, 
that’s a great running gag. People 
laugh—it’s funny all right, but we, 


| who have been the recipient of his 


liberality, tell that 
‘miser’ 
tine, 

Yep, lucky Jack Benny! 
a helluva salary—lucky world to 
have a guy like Jack in it so they 
can share his salary with him... 

I first met this ‘lousy violinist’ 
back in 1918...My goodness! Do I 


know him 23 years? Yes, that’s what 


can you that 


He makes 


it is—this is 1941...He was doing an 
act—it wasn’t good but it was differ- 
ent...That’s it—it was different... 


He’s always been different—on stage, 
off stage. 

I can recall him at the Friars Club, 
giving an actor a good gag for the 
finish of his act...Imagine that—one 
comedian giving another a good gag! 


See what I mean—different. 
I’m just trying to think. Yes, I’m 
right—I’ve never heard the guy ‘pan’ 


what he has brought to, 


radio and to the millions of listeners. | the fireworks. . 


business is a swell radio rou- 


anybody...If a guy is an awful ‘heel,’ 
that nobody likes, Jack might say— 
(and get this—he might say) that fel- 
low is ‘not too nice.’ 

He’s a character—this Benny... 
When the big parties are going on 
in Hollywood, he likes to run over 
to the house and play casino for the 
evening. He'd rather have the good 
ten than two extra points in the 
C.A.B....He’s one of the few fellows 
who hasn’t a Crossley stomach— 
maybe it’s because he’s always been 
up there. But then he didn’t start 
with a terrific rating; but he had one 
pretty good idea. That idea was to 
get the best comedy program on the 
air and keep it. 

Ten years...Yes, he deserves all 
.The National Broad- 
casting Company is proud of him; so 
in his agency, Young & Rubicam, and 
his sponsor General Foods. But most 
of all his friends. I’m proud to be 
one of them. 














BENNY’S GUEST DATES | 








March 29, 1932, CBS, La Geradine, Ir 
(Ed Sullivan) 

June 1, 1954, NBC Red, Keep Chicago 
Ahead Civic Committee. 

July 24, 1934, NBC Blue, Armour 

Oct. 6, 1934, NBC Blue, RCA Radiotrons. 

Oct. 11, 1934, NBC Red, Maxwell House 
Showboat 

a @) 15 193%, NBC Blue, Borden 

eb 2th 1936, NBC Red Briste Myers 
(Al ler ) 

Sept %, 1936, NBC Red, Packard (Fred 
Astaire) 

March 2, 1937, NBC Blue. Ame n Can 
Dex 22 1937, NBC Red, Bristol-Myers 
(Allen) : 

I ) 17 1038 NBC Red, nera Foods 
(‘Good News’) 

July 20, 1938, NBC Red, Brown & Williame 
80n 

Jan 0, 19410. NBC Red, March mes 
for Infantile Fund. 

Ma 26 14 N Be Biue, Americar hed 
Cross Program 

June 19 1940, NBC Red Bristol-Myers 
(Allen) 

Jan 1, 141, NBC Blue, Bundles for 
Britain 

Feb. 8, 1941, NBC Red, Greek War Relief 
I ve 


1041, NBC Blue, Quiz Kids (Miles 
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There is a sense of great pride in an achieve- 
ment. And when the achievement is the pinnacle 
of radio success that alone would normally be 
sufficient acclaim. But Jack Benny is deserving 


of greater tribute. 


His long record as radios No. 1 comedian is 
not the complete story of Jack Benny. We know 
him as a master showman in every field of enter- 
tainment. We know him as an intelligent and 
hard worker. We know him as an artist who is 
cooperative. But above all we know him as a 


sincere friend. 


We are justly proud of our long association 


with Jack Benny. Over the years, and through 





- the years—and in the yeors to come—our rela- 


tionship has been and will continue to be happi- 


ly fraternal. 


A. & S. LYONS, Inc. 


ARTHUR LYONS SAM LYONS 
BILL STUHLER DON STAUFFER 
NAT WOLF RICHARD J. MADDEN 


And the rest of the gang. 
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‘Yassah, Mr. Benny! General Foods has sent ovah a great 
big cake with ten candles. An’ dey’s a cyard sayin’: 


Con-gratulations Jack to you on yo’ tenth 


yeah on de air an’ yo’ eighth yeah fo’ Jell-O. 


“Yassah, Mr. Benny, you bettah git heah quick fo’ Miss 
Mary an’ de rest de gang sees dat cake. 


**Nossuh, Mr. Benny. Dey wasn’t nothin’ to pay. Not a cent.” 





—— 
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of people a great deal of happiness. 


But ...it would still be just a lot of dots and 
dashes if it were not for talent. Talent makes radio. 
Talent is more important than all the tubes and 
wires and scientific principles in the world. And 
Jack Benny is the greatest talent radio has known. 


That’s why Jack Benny deserves the thanks of 
everyone who has ever twisted a dial. 





We take this occasion to salute him. And to 
proclaim publicly that we’re very proud to be 
associated with Radio’s Number One star. 






t 
: : 
Mr. Marconi’s wonderful invention has brought millions 
$ 
? 
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NEW YORK * CHICAGO « DETROIT « SAN FRANCISCO » HOLLYWOOD + MONTREAL + TORONTO 


| Se Young & Rubicam, Inc., aovertisine 
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LAUGH WITH 


GEORGE KELLY 


AT THE 


A48' st, TAVERN 


Rare Old Jokes 
Joe Miller Steaks 











LAUGHING SAM 


AT THE 


BAR 
GRILL 


148 W. 46th St., N. Y. 


Drink Your Vitamins 
Help Nature the Easy Way 

















LAUGH with eR, 
Get a New Set of Uppers 





YANK 


YANKEE BLODG., N. Y. 


DR. |. 























LONELY HEARTS! 


Billingsley Correspondence Club will find 
love, romance, happiness and bliss for you. 
Our members are most congenial, and many 
have independent means, Beautiful girls, 


handsome men are reaching for their mates 
through the Billingsley Correspondence Club. 


Confidenthl, dignified introduction. We have 
made theusands of lonely hearts beat with 
happiness and contentment. Why not you? 
Write today for sealed particulars in pf¥n 
envelope, 


Billingsley Correspondence Club 
Jackson, Calif. 





Straight Men 


RENT YOUR TUXEDOS 


No Money Down! No Co-Signers! 
Our Oculists Simply Remove Your 
Right Eye as a Deposit 
JACK’S BLUE FRONT 
BOWERY, NEW YORK 
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TEXACO 


STAR THEATRE 
Winner of the Fred Allen 
Radio Poll for 1941 


' e 
© Be the Life of the Party! Listen ® 
to the Texaco Star Theatre. Tell the 
jokes to your friends the next day. 

@ Hear them scream. se 
Texaeo Star Theatre. 

Here’s all you have to do. Next 
Wednesday night at 9 p.m. turn your 
radio dial to WABC. 

; ° 
s s 


Sit Back, And Listen 


You’H Chuckle! You’ll Laugh! 
You'll Roar! 


A OOO 6 ER 8) EKA 


Tune in the 





“NON-SKID SPAGHETTI | 
LUIGINO’S f 

115 West 48th Street E 

a Now 1 York _ a 


























BENNY KUBELSKY 


At BARNEY DEAN’S TAVERN 
Sixth and Kline, Hollyhock, Cal. 


Benny is not only an accomplished mixer, 
but a versatile musician. He can drop & 
nickel In a jukebox with either hand. Be- 
cause of his pleasing personality he is a 
great favorite with the customers, and Is 

















complimented every time the house buys. 























Glasses, Visors. 


Dice Tools and Accessories. 





CARDS—DICE 


Expert card-work on any pattern of Card, Readers, Strippers, Trimmers, 
Inks, Shiners, Daubs, Thumb-Picks, Check-Cops, Luminous Card Work, 


True Precision Dice, Weights, Shapes, Tops, Poker Dice, Dice Magnets, 
Send for catalogue. 


BUTCH POWER, BOX 711, FROMHUNGER, PA. 














radio. 


to prove it. 


dealt with for many years. 
in business more than ten years! 


reliable! 


p.s. and oh, yes! 





jack benny is celebrating his tenth anniversary in 
variety talked me into taking this full sage 
and I’ve got two black eyes and a hole in my head 
why should | get stuck for a page he- 
cause benny is a success? 
space to these tradesmen and merchants | have 


patronize these people! 
fred ailen 
congratulations jack benny! 





| have sold part of my 


these people have been 
these people are 





LEARN TO PLAY 


The Violin by Mail 
You can be a Rubinoff in 


10 easy lessons 


Mr. Jackson writes: “After a double 
helping of your lessons, | am now able 
to play ‘Love In Bloom’. What am I 
waiting for? It’s ASCAP. 


Write: Box 12, R.F.D. 
Okmulgee, Okla. 











CORN FOR ANY OCCASION 


We Bushel lt—or Write It 
Add.: MORROW & BELOIN 


General Delivery, Hollywood, Cal. 








My ‘cole is 
coming yo pineapples” 


“SLOPPY MOE'S | 


























\lf you’re getting that over-forty, 
Bay Window use Ship-Shape belt| 
with front-laces for easy adjust-| 
ment. Don’t let your waist-line| 


bulge. 





|| “Ship-Shape has done wonders 
for my paunchy abdomen.” 
—Mr. Jackson. 








Ten-day free trial. We ship ‘‘Ship- 
Shape”’ on approval. 


NO FATSO COMPANY 


POTTSVILLE, PA. 
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CHOPPED LIVER 
HERRING 
AND 
SONG WRITERS 

















Regards 


MINK'S MULES 


c/o Bing Crosby 
DEL MAR, CAL. 


























“What Became of the Gas Man?” 


TEXACO 


“Maxwells Gussed Reasonably” 
Visit Your Texaco Dealer 
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1 TOUPEES Dry Cleaned 


OVERNIGHT SERVICE 
~ “Ask the Man Who Combs One” 


SANITARY SAM 
Putnam DanenS. New York 


tH 5 sae at Serer © 


Pawntickets Boush 


Consult Us for Higher Prices 


JACKSON & JACKSON 


Jackson Blidg., Jackson, N. Y. 


BLACK’S BLOCKS 
An Extraordinary Treatment for | 
STOMACH ULCERS 

INDIGESTION 


GAS PANS 


Due to Gastric Hyperucidity 
































Prompt Relief for 





Comedian’s 
Stomaeh and 


Will Positively 
Cure Sponsor’s 
pains? 





Stomach 


Why go on suffering with horri- 
‘ble, burning, gnawing 
These famous tablets will eure you 
in ten days or blame us, Raliog 
' comedians, shoestring producers 
need suffer no longer. ( 


“<< Psvat’ aa 





Note happy expression on the 
iace of Mr. Jackson, pictured 
above. He writes, “For eighteen 
years my stomach ulcers were so 
bad I had to do a double act so my 
partner could lay two eggs. Black’s 
Blocks cured me in ten days.” 
There is only one Black’s Blocks. 
Be sure and get the original 
Black’s Blocks, packed in a con- 
venient egg-crate to fit your prop 


trunk, 
———__ 
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Vas 
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TO JACK BENNY 


On Your Anniversary 
No. 10, 


Don’t Get Smart 
I Knew You When 


MARY LIVINGSTONE 
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PTO THE “BAREFOOT BOY FROM WAUKEGAN” 
(WHO ELSE COULD SELL PAPERS LIKE HE CAN) 


We pay our respect 
; KIDS To the GREAT intellect 


Presented by Alka-Seltzer every Wednesday sled ; 
8 p.m. —.D.S.T. — N.B.C. Blue Network Of radio S funniest he-man! 


Wade Advertising Agency ° 
COST 
Program Created by Louis G. Cowan IZ 
+ 
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You deserve it Jack... 
Now settle down and make it 20 


EDGAR BERGEN 


++4+o+ 


P.S.--P’m open to any offer 
Your Pal, 


CHARLIE 




















| FIBBER McGEE and MOLLY 











Hiyah 
MISTER BENNY! 














: 


Salute You for 10 Years on NBC | 


: 
, 
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Hiya Jackson! 
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1 love ya. 
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Maybe we shouldn’t have asked the Quiz 
Kids to extend Paramount’s congratula- 


tions to Jack on his Tenth Anniversary in 


radio-after all, we really like the guy! 
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"Listen fellows, if | told you once, | told you a thousand 


_ times... you've gotta have the script written before 
Sunday." 





























TO Congratulations, JACK 





JACK BENNY 
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A Very Promising | 


| 
| 
66 , , . 99 | 
| BILL MORROW AND ED BELOIN 


Young Fellow! 
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RALPH RAINGER and LEO ROBIN | MYRT BLUM 
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Congratulations Jack, 
Hope you have 110 more... 


BOB HOPE 

















Congratulations 


JACK BENNY 


and your “gang” 








Congratulations to you, Jack, for the laughs 


“EVERYBODY'S HAPPY" 


cans. That you keep your place in another if 


you’ve given a whole generation of Ameri- 


generation’s hearts is our sincerest wish. 


| Good luck. 





KPO 


N.B.C.’s Northern California Red Network Station A ffectionately, 


ADA and TED LEWIS 
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Kudos Where 
Audos are Bue! 


O the Dennp: 


For having the horse sense and the showman- 
ship to assume his réle as the butt of the gags. 


0 bis supporting Companp: 


For having the horse sense to put up with the 
eccentricities of that toupee-bearing mammal. 


0 the Spongors: 


For having the horse sense to permit ribbing 
in their commercials. 


0 the Agencp: 


For using horse sense in their very efficient 
co-ordination of all these things. 


0 the Rational Broadcasting Company: 


For having the horse sense and the long-range 
vision to provide the world’s finest facilities. 


| (UK the P. B. €. Afliliates: 


For having the horse sense to become a part 
of the greatest public service medium of the 
greatest nation on this earth. 


6 the Anverican Public: 


For having the horse sense to make all of 
this possible and logical, under the American 
scheme of life. 
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Hollywood 











B 


Dear Fred: 


Merely the fact that you're 
toasting Benny in a commemorative 
Variety issue makes the gesture a 
guaranteed philanthropy and I 
must get on board. Not knowing 
the space rates, I shall let you 
select me an appropriate crypt, 
and I will even let you write the 
copy. I don't want more than five 
good laughs therein, and make 
KRAFT MUSIC HALL stand out like 
Mae West in an open barouche, 


Best regards, 
Sincerely, 


BC: rc 
Mr. Pred Allen 


154 West 46th Street 
New York City, New York 



























Congratulations and Best Wishes 


To My Favorite Comedian 


JACK BENNY — 
But Don't Tell Fred 


— KENNY BAKER 
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GARY COOPER ones Sree RONALD REAGAN 
| BETTE DAVIS ee ee EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
FRED MacMURRAY 
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Thanks to the grandest guy in the 


world for giving me the break of my 
life. 
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Congratulations to my swell boss 


JACK BENNY 


My eight delicious years with you | 


have been grand 


DON WILSON 
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GENERAL FOODS TOPS C.A.B. 





‘Great Guy Stuff Pianissimo At 
Benny Dinner; Allen Waxes ‘Insult’ 





Hollywood, April 29. 

Speech-making at the testimonial 
dinner to Jack Benny in Biltmore 
Bowl May 9, commemorating his 10 
years on the air, won't all be on the 
jighter side. Nor will serious trib- 
ute run the length of the speakers 
table. So far only Niles Trammell, 
NBC prexy, as spokesman for radio, 


+ 
vv 








BENNY IN 1921 ON 
VERGE OF BIG TIME 


{The ieaiiaati, te New York break- 
in date at the old Proctor’s Fifth 


Avenue was reviewed by Sime in 


. | VARIETY. From this time onward 

: Se ¢ TeV s } ’ en ° 
and — pe gg ert yes Ag |Benny’s career was in high gear. 
sentiments 0 p . caine’ 'Keith, Orpheum tours, Broadway 


are down for straightaway 


Benny’s response is expected to be | 


tinctured with persiflage. 

Fred Allen, unable to 
trip here between broadcasts 
shunning air travel is sending along 
a transcribed ‘tribute’ to be played 
at the festivities. He was the na- 
tural choice for emcee. 

Rudy Vallee 
NBC is making three pickups on 
the half-hour nationwide 
just before dinner, Vauders who 
trouped wth Benny will be cut in 
from N. Y. Film stars will pay trib- 
ute from here, and for a comedy bit, 
there will be a switch to Benny’s 
Bevhills home where Rochester is 
dressing him for the banquet. 


make the | 
and | 


| 


revues, the first big M-G-M film mu- 


sical, then radio followed.—Ed.] 


(From Variety, Jan. 21, 1921) 


| JACK BENNY 


instead will emcee. | 


broadcast | 


| Later 


Phil Harris is the only member of | 


the Jell-O program cast missing from 
the Shindy because he is booked for 


an out-of-town band date that night. | 


Clay Morgan, dispatched here by 
NBC to handle the arrangements, is 
anticipating a turnout of better than 
1,000. If all requests were to be 
care of then the wrong Bowl 
was picked. It should have been 
Hollywood Bowl. 

Morgan is 
torial 
formal 
doesn’t 
made a 


emphasizing the 
requirements, being a strictly 
affair, but he apparently 
know his Hollywood. He 
bet the other day that out 
of the thousand or more there 
wouldn't be a dozen show up with- 
out black or white ties. Even at that 
figure it would constitute some kind 
of a miracle. 


That NBC is going first class all 
the way on the Benny testimonial 
is best shown by the $10 a head din- 
ner to be served the guests, which 
will inelnefe imported wines and 
fancy vittles. 


sar- 











Bis or Nothing | 


| 
| 





—s CONtinued from page 21 


Situational 
‘Joke-tellers’ 
Benny 


comedy on the. air. 
were corn 
formula began to flower. 


INFUSES NOVELTIES 


Periodic infusion of new show- 
manship elements keeps the Benny 
program from lagging. Perhaps his 
greatest program 


recent seasons were (1) the pseudo- 
feud with Fred Allen, (2) the dis- 
covery and embellishment of the flip 
Negro butler-stooge Rochester (Ed- 
die Anderson) and (3) the current 
exchange with Lou Cowan’s _— 
Kids of Chicago and Alka-Selt 

On May 9 in Hollywood at the 
Biltmore Bow] 1.000 celebrities will 
Salute Benny’s 10th year (beginning) 
in radio. Clarence Francis of Gen- 
eral Foods, Chet LaRoche of Y. & R.., 
and Niles Trammell of NBC will 
toast the comedian. 

Amos ’n’ Andy were the symbol 
par excellence of radio’s starting- 
down-the-boulevard period. Th he 
blackface pair achieved radio’s first 


big, class line-jumping audience. It 
is the distinction of Benny that he 
has been the comedy king, the gig- 
gle-master of the great years of 
fabulous expansion that took radio 
from the startling omens of 1930-33 
to the astonishments of these 
years. 

Along the way Benny, the next-to- 
closer of the Palace, became, thanks 
to radio, one of the great personali-| 
ties of his era. 





ARMBRISTER TO NBC 
Cyril Arr srister, formerly a pro- 
gram director for Benton & Bowles, 
has joined the NBC production staff 
as a director. 
He succeeds Wynn Orr, who re- 
signed to join Decca Records. 


Monologist 
14 Mins.; One 
5th Ave. 
Jack Benny has a violin and talk. 


Mostly talk. He handles himself as | 


though having played small time, 
though his talk material is new. 
When Benny said he had stopped 
smoking as smoking is now too ef- 
feminate, he waited for the expected 
laugh which was not as hearty as he 
looked for, so he repeated the gag. 
when nearing the finish and 
the right exit, he pointed to his name 
on the card, while playing the violin, 
and saying, ‘Jack Benny. That’s me. 
They couldn’t get my right name 
on it.’ 


+ 





| 





SPONSORS NIGHT. 
DAY LEADER 


Latest Report of Cooperative | 
Analysis of Broadcasting 





Reveals Jack Benny Still 


Tops in Night Series— 


Meantime Kate Smith) 


N oontime Commentator. 


Series Moves Into Daylight 
Front Spot 


‘McGEE’ IN SPURT 


General Foods currently has a mo- 


nopoly on the highest-rating network | 


programs, both day and evening. 


Latest C. A. B. report indicates that | 


Jack Benny 
keep a hammerlock on the No. 1} 
evening spot, 
shows a 2.4 drop, part of which may | 
be seasonal. Meantime, Kate Smith 
has nudged out P & G’s ‘Ma Perkins’ | 
for the top daytime honors. The) 
warbler-commentator now rates 9,| 
while the ‘Perkins’ show stands ~ 


| 8.9. 


girl, who lives in Philadelphia, with | 
an idle brother and a father who | 


died, Benny said, the same evening 


he was to take his girl to the theatre. | 


On account of the death of his girl’s 
father, he added, they were late for 
the performance. The 5th Ave. audi- 
ence thought that was funnier 
he smoking gag, which about sums 
up the 5th Ave. 

In outline of turn, Benny has been | 
a student of Ben Bernie, it seems. 
He talks much like Bernie, but has | 
none of Bernie’s gags. His violin 
playing is negligible for results. He 


| holds the instrument in the regular 


when the 


developments of 


latter | 


way, under the neck, whereas Bernie 
holds its carelessly, often against his 
body, which Green of Green and | 
Myra, on the same bill, must have | 
inten on observed, as he played his 
violin along that style 


. wasn’t venneviine to 


| spot pretty 


than | 
summer 


have two | 


violinists on the same bill and have} 


both of them recall Bernie, although 
Bernie may not mind it. It certainly 
did not help Benny. But Benny 
seems able to help himself. He has 
gags, presence and assurance. His 
only worry 
is going to follow Bernie if he can 
make the - time. The answer 


seems to be * Benny to throw away 
his violin while Bernie is using one 
and try another method of working 


? 

A 
if he doesn’t care to be- 
yutright. 


in his talk, 
come a monologist, 

The Delmar time can handle Benny, 
also the Orpheum Circuit, and the 


other bookings in between and be- 
low, but while Benny looks good 
enough to make all the time, he can’t 
make the best as at present framed 
up. 

Heres a g a T ere. } take 
It was broug fron e ( I 
Bill Hal fan a 1 rele 1 fe . 
benefit just before he 1iled It 
An optimist is a bartende ] 
ing dues to his unior Sime 


Milton Burgh Quits NBC 


For Tracy-Locke-Dawson 


Milton Burgh has quit as news 
editor in NBC’s special events de- 
partment to become radio director 
for the Tracy-Locke-Dawson agency 
in New York. 

Francis C. McCall 


moves up into 


| Burgh’s spot. 


| 





It’s Tom Mix’ Again 


Ralston has decided to return to 
its spot on the NBC-Blue with the 
‘Tom Mix’ serial Sept. 29. Its new 


just now may be how he | 


. ta gain of 18 
His talk is along the lines of his | 


Also on the ascendancy is the ‘Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly’ series. With) 
(and a total sortigs 8 of | 
Johnson wax stanza has 
itself into second place, | 


36.6) the 
slickered 


{right on the heels of Jack Benny, 
|and ahead of the Charlie 


McCarthy 
has had the No, 2 
safely to itself. 
Otherwise, median rattings con- 
tinue to ease off toward the coming 
levels. For some reason, 


show which so far 


| however, 
ing the trend with mighty gains. 
Aside from Fibber McGee, these in- 
|clude Kraft Music Hall, Ford Sun-! 
day Evening Hour, and Blondie. 


Meantime, the C. A. B. has added | 


a new member to its governing com- 
mittee. He is Robert B. Brown, as- 
sistant v. p. of the Bristol-Myers Co. 


PACIFIC RADIO 
LISTENING IS 
A PUZZLE 





Situation which deeply puzzles 
network sales and research execu- 
tives is the consistency shown by the 
metropolitan centers on the Pacific 
coast for low listener ratings. Not 


only are the ratings for network day- 


time shows in such areas about a 
third less than the level prevailing 
for eastern cities but they are sub- 
stantially below the average for the 
n I The except in the wa 
f ir pre ire fe 
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REORGANIZE TEXAS STATE 


Mrs. 





Elliott Roosevelt 
Cagle Is Promoted 
Fort Worth, April 29. 
Gene Cagle, manager of KFJZ 


has been app ted cecal manager 


iof the Texas State Aig a chain 


contract with the network calls for | 


five additional stations. 
The ‘spirit’ of the late Tom Mix 
has keynoted the script show since 


his passing. 


of 16 stations. Charles F. Roeser, a 
director and member of the 
tive committee of the chain, states 
that reorganization of the network 
will be completed within 90 days. 
Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt is retaining 
the presidency. Hardy Harvey was 
named assistant chain manager in 


execu- 


'charge of KFJZ. 


(Jell-O) continues to| Steve Merrill, 


although his rating) 


a couple of shows are buck- |} 





As Is—Gene 





Tributes, Hollywoo 
| 


d Style, Poured 


Out and on Fellow Radio Artiste 





‘U.S. RUBBER E.1.’S 


ON 157 STATIONS 


San Antonio, April 29. 

Transcontinental Tours, a new 
| series of transcribed programs, will 
debut over 157 stations under spon- 
sorship of tiie United States Rubber 
Co., with local tie-ins by outlets in 
| each city. Program will be aired here 
|through KTSA each Sunday after- 
|noon starting May 4, under sponsor- 
| Ship of the Broadway 
| Co. 
Each week a ‘tour’ in a different 
| state will be conducted. Hal Ayres 
will be narrator. Others who will 
be presented in the programs in- 
clude Jan Rubini, violinist; Salvatore 
Santaella, ,ianist; Mavis Lee and 
vocalists; Dick Terry 
and Mildred Stone, motion picture 
players, and Bob Moore, announcer. 

Hal Ayres and his wife were here 
| the past week gathering material for 
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Auto Supply | 





any weed, April 29. 

John Barrymore — ‘Jack Benny 
should have the luck with his writerg 
that I've had with my wives. Egad, 
he’d still be playing ‘The Bee’ on 
Waukegan street corners for the Sale 
| vation Army,’ 


Bob Burns—‘Ten years! Why I 


| . . 
/used to break in my act in two 
| weeks’. 

| Frank Morgan—‘There are comed- 


ians in the radio business who won’t 


let making less money and rating 
lower in the Crossley stand in the 
way of their congratulating Jack 


Benny on the 10 years he’s managed 
to stay on top. We've learned to 
take our Angostura bitters with the 
| sweet.’ 
| Irene Rich—‘Has it been 10 years? 
What did he do before Rochester?’ 
Jim Jordan (Fibber McGee)—Ten 
years, hey? With or without a 
toupee?’ 
Jerry Colonna—‘You could be tak- 
ing delightful naps every afternoon 
}in your own clothing store in Wau- 


the local opus of the broadcasts. | kegan now, but you had to go and 
|Mrs. Ayres will do the scripts. | open your big mouth. Now you'll 
|Broadcasts are a quarter hour in probably have to stay in radio 10 
length. | years more. Disgusting, isn’t it?’ 
| Bob Hope — ‘Congratulate Jack 
| Benny? Certainly. He deserves it. 


‘Carleton Morse Feels Strain 
Of Writing Two Serials; 
| May Vacation ‘Mystery’ 


Fleischmann Yeast may have to 
shelve its ‘I Love a Mystery’ series, 
which is on the NBC-Blue Monday 
nights, because Carleton Morse, the 
| writer, would like to ease up on his 
work for the summer. Morse also| 
does ‘One Man’s Family.’ 

Layoff would become effective at 
the end of June and entail 13 weeks, 
with the account meanwhile signing | 
up for a fall return. 


TED STEELE UPCOMING 


Two Years Ago a Page Boy—Now 
NBC Guarantees Him $250 Weekly | 





| 








NBC has given Ted Steele a new! 
contract which guarantees the singer- 
bandleader-m.c. $250 a week for 
five years. Net further contracts to 
provide him with at least $500 worth 
of weekly commercials within a 
year. To earn the $250 guarantee he 
has to handle a maximum of three 
half hour sustaining shows a week. 
Steele is currently on Harry Salter’s 
‘Song of Your Life’ show on NBC- 
Blue. 

Steele started a 


Monday-Tuesday- 
Wednesday 9:45-10. p.m. series Mon- 
day (28) on NBC Blue and Red, | 
picking up whatever stations are} 
open, using his band and vocals. In} 
addition a 6:30 p.m. Sunday is 
being built for him. Welbourne 
(Web) Kelly and Eddie By 
are writing program 
Jacoby is. arranging 
Steele’s 16-piece band 

Steele is 23 and two year 


an NBC page bo} 


Gottlieb Gandering 


show 


rnbrier 
and Elliot 
music for 


principal cities where Mutual ha 
yutlets He'll 


ie y ¢ 
clation of 


also attend the Na- 
tion 3roadcasters 
convention. Due back in 
weeks. 

Among the cities he’ll visit 
iin Washington, 


Whee ling, 


three 


will be 

Pittsburgh, 
Indianapolis, 
St. Louis, Des Moines, Minneapolis, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buffali 
and Boston. 


Cincinnati, 


BOB McNELL’S OPERATION 


Bob McNell, radio exec with the 
New York office of Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, is recovering from a 


minor operation performed at the 
New York Medica! Center last 
| Thursday (24). 

| He will be back on the job next 
| week. 


After 10 years in radio he’s still got 
his stomach.’ 

Bing Crosby—Any comedian who 
can stay on the radio for a decade 
without alluding disparagingly to my 
horses deserves the world’s greatest 


| tribute.’ 


Rudy Vallee—What other man 
could make us eat Jell-O and like it? 
What other man could have a bear 
eat a gas man and make us think 
it’s just good clean fun? What other 
man could be so funny with only 
Rochester, Andy Devine, Mary Live 
ingstone, Phil Harris, Don Wilson, 
Dennis Day and the best gag writers 
in the business to help him? The 
Sealtest cast salutes Jack Benny.’ 

Fanny (Baby Snooks) Brice—‘Con- 
gratulate Jack Benny? Why, daddy?’ 

Al Pearce—‘Happy days, supere 
salesman, and no returns, I hope, 1 
hope, I hope.’ 

Amos ’n’ Andy—‘After blowing out 
candles on nine other birthday cakes 
you ought to know enough not to get 
too close. Hair will stand only so 
much singe. Good luck 


Hedda Hopper-—‘It took him 10 


years to work up to being a Quiz 
Kid.’ 
Edgar Bergen—‘Ten years! He 


should have gotten life.’ 


TEXACO OPERA 
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ACTOR-FINANCED SHOW 


hildren’ Returning to 

Don Lee Network 
Hollywood, 

Only program on the air sustained 
by contributions from film and radio 
performers returns to the Don Lee- 
Mutual] network May 4.-. It is Walter 
White’s ‘Nobody’s Children,’ dealing 
service problems. 

It’s 13 weeks on the chain is as- 
sured by $10 weekly donations from 
20 air and screen actors, who pre- 
fer to remain anonymous, for the 
period of the series. Stars also make 


‘Nobody's 


April 29. 





witn socla 


| appearances on the program, first on 


the new 
Donald. 


start being Jeanette Mac- 
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WASHINGTON REMAINS CONSISTENTLY 
INCONSISTENT: B'CASTERS CONFUSED 


‘ ’ | 
What Mark Ethridge’s ‘Investigation’ Means Is ALLEN-PEARSON CONTINUE | 
Theme of Much Conjecture—Whole Monopoly stay on 





and Newspaper Issue Is Fog-Bound 





Washington, April 29. 


Just where the Roosevelt adminis- | 
tration stands on the newspaper-radio 
issue, let alone what it proposes to 
do, is even more of a puzzling brain- 
twister than before. Actions and 
words do not jibe, or there are some 
very badly garbled signals. 


Front men for the radio industry 
are more perplexed than ever as a 
result of President Roosevelt’s veri- 
table commandeering of Mark Eth- 
ridge (WHAS, Louisville) to make 
an independent study of numerous 
controverted policy matters and the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion announcement Saturday (26) 
that all newspaper applications will 
be put on the hook. The Commis- 
sion’s implication that ‘this hurts us 
more than you’ is even more con- 
fusing, especially since the regula- 
tors have been so insistent that they 
were not acting from bias and they 
guffawed at fears the original order 
for an inquiry to decide regulatory 
principles for frequency modulation 
would have an immediate effect on 
standard stations. 


Either the White House doesn’t 
know what the Commish is up to or 
President Roosevelt is unaware of 
actions of Chairman James L. Fly 
and his echoes. That’s the way more 
and more industry observers feel 
about the latest shenanigans. 


Bewildering 


, plore’ the subject. 
frequency, industry watchers have! blue Sunday nights. 
' noticed signs there is*a very potent | network will keep the pair running 


The most bewildering of all the | 


Federal maneuvers is the Commish 
statement that ‘in keeping with’ the 
policy of deferring action on FM | 
pleas, all requests for new standard 
stations and transfer of control 
where newspapers are involved will 
be shunted to the ‘pending file.’ The 
Commish said ‘this supplemental ac- 
tion is in conformity with Order 
No. 79,’ which disclosed the inten- 
tion of another of those alleged fact- 
finding studies. Ironic last paragraph 
said existing press-owned plants may 
get permission to improve their | 
facilities if they show ‘the proposed | 
increase in service’ conforms to pub- 
lic interest, convenience and neces- | 
sity and to the engineering require- 
ments, 

Suspension of action on such pleas | 
hardly fits in with the President’s 
assurances to Ethridge that ‘no ac- 
tion is contemplated that would 
effect any present ownership.’ The 
Commish tried to justify its action 
with observation that shelving of all 
newspaper pleas would safeguard 
the press from ‘incurring substantial 
radio expenditures’ that might later 
be jeopardized when the fact-finding 
study is over. 

More apparent—at 
plained-contradiction 


least unex- 


results from 


comparison of Ethridge’s statements | 


with the Commish 
While the WHAS executive said he 
has been assured the 
radio group will have plenty of time 
to get ready, Chairman Fly declared 
once more that ‘date for this hearing 
will be set in the near future.” The 
FCC did not say definitely that the 
sessions will open soon, but the tenor 
of the several announcements is that 
the regulators’ evidence-taking will 
be deferred for than a few 
weeks. (Suspicion remains, though, 
that the Commish will let things ride 
and the hearings are months away.) 

At the time the investigation was 


more 


voted, there was scoffing at idea it 
was likely to smack the existing 
standard press-owned plants. That 


was a case of seeing things under the 
bed, inquirers were told, and any- 
body who felt the order implied a 
threat was a jittery alarmist. 
Another upsetting aspect is the 
seeming (and unexplained) conflict 
between the way the Commish was 
induced to call the inquiry and the 
President’s comment that nobody 
can object to ‘airing of the subject in 
this democratic way.’ The order 
was adopted by a 3 to 2 vote after 
the original suggestion had been 
buried by a count of 5 to 1. Heat 
was applied with at least some 
Commish members being led to be- 
lieve the President wanted the in- 
vestigation conducted post 
while comments of certain influen- 
tial people in the FCC law depart- 
ment together with other indications 
of the way the wind is blowing cer- 
tainly do not harmonize with the 
Suggestion the only intent is to ‘ex- 


announcement. 


newspaper- | 


haste, | 


NBC Sustaining—Brazil 
Contract Expires 





NBC is dickering for another ac- 


| count to underwrite the Bob Allen- 


Meanwhile the 


. . . . | = bs 1 
element in the Commish which is| on a sustaining basis. . 


convinced newspapers, by and large, | 


Team's contract with the Brazilian 


ought to be driven out of the radio} government has expired. 


field. 


portant questions. Among the fore-| 
most is whether the Commish or the| 
White House makes radio regula-| 
tion policy. For if Ethridge is to 
give the President his slants on ‘the 
whole problem of radio in America— 
its ownership, its regulation, and its 
possibilities of public service,’ that 
long-pending chain-monopoly report 
may have to go on the shelf. How 
the WHAS exec can be helpful if 
the Commish goes through with the| 
ideas now written into the report) 








| Enlisting of Ethridge to make an 
independent study for the President’s 
guidance has raised several very im- 9 


MAN, NAVYS 
PUBLICIST 


Frank Mason, starting May 1, will 
divide his time and his presence be- 





which has been under discussion for| tween the United States Navy de- 
several weeks is a regular Houdini.| Partment in Washington and his reg- 
If everything is on the up-and-up, | Uar vice-presidency at NBC. He 


there is apparently a tug of war of 


will be a $l-a-year man in charge 


no insignificant proportions. |of the Navy’s radio publicity staff 


Commissioning of Ethridge to 


while continuing as NBC’s publicity 


weigh the various problems is pre-| °VeTS€et. 


| 


sumably a temporary victory for the 


industry. The President’s letter to; former World War officer. 


Mason is a lifelong Army man and 
He goes 


the Louisville broadcaster-publisher | to the Navy at the call of Secretary 
came after Lowell Mellett, one of the| FTank Knox who was a fellow-exec 


White House advisors with a ‘passion | 
for anonymity,’ reported the issues 
too complicated for him to make a' 
useful study while handling all of his 
other chores and followed by less 
than a month a brief White House 
visit by Ethridge. 

From the standpoint of industry 
watchers, it’s another case of where 
do we go from here? 


KMBC PROMOTES | 
SHIRER LECTUR 


Kansas City, April 29. 

KMBC was sponsor of the appear- 
ance today (29) of William L. Shirer | 
in the arena of the muny auditorium. 
Shirer, former CBS correspondent | 
from Berlin, is currently on lecture | 
tour. 

Appearance here was means of a 
test to KMBC which promoted 
lecture only through use of radio 
announcements. Arena seating over | 
10,000 was scaled at $1.12, 56c and | 
29c. 











| in the old Hearst newspaper setup. 


Knox, too, is an ex-army man. 

At the moment Mason’s plans are 
vague, but he will probably spend 
two days in New York each week. 


VON STROHEIM VS. BACHER 


| Philadelphia—Betty Hurd, former 





Slight Tiff as Mothball Ceremonial 


on in Chicago Tonight 





Chicago, April 29. 
WGN is dropping its ‘In Chicago 
Tonight’ show for the summer and 
will replace with a new comedy 
show tagged ‘The Great Gunns,’ a 
backstage serial. 


producer of ‘Chicago Tonight,’ a 
show which used top-flight show 
| talent names as guesters and who 


occasionally became a bit hard for 
Bacher to handle. 

Bacher had a little run-in last 
week with Erich von Stroheim, cur- 
rently in Chicago with ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace.’ According to witness von 
Stroheim won the decision on a tech- 
nical k.o. when Bacher refused to 
come out of his corner, 





Mullen Urges All NBC Employees 


To Become Promotion-Minded 


In connection with recent em- 
phasis within radio concerning 
‘senior officer responsibility’ for pub- 
lic relations the following memo- 
randum from Frank Mullen, NBC 
v.p. and general manager, to all NBC 
outlets is significent. Memo reads: 

I am sure that each of you 
shares with me a feeling of pride 
in the position of leadership 
which NBC occupies in the field 
of broadcasting. This po- 

sition of leadership is our most 


radio 





prized possession and is the re- 
sult of the individual efforts and 
improvements of all departments 
and of each end every member 
of our widespread personnel. 

However, the maintenance of 
this leadership carries with it a 
responsibility which all of us 
must share in order that we may 
maintain it. Practically every 
day some depertment or some in- 
dividual does an outstanding job 
which contributes materially to 
the maintenance of our leader- 
ship. Many times only a few in- 
dividuals know about the matter 
and we are too often prone to 
work on the basis thet ‘virtue 
will be its own reward.’ 





This letter is a plea to all of 
vou and to your organization to 
become promotion and publicity 
minded in regard to everything 
we do. We have excellent pro- 
motion and _ publicity depart- 
ments set un to function quickly 
and effectively to tell the world 


| 
| 
| 


about the worthwhile things that 
NBC accomplishes. But these 
depertments must know about 
these things before they can 
start the publicity and promo- 
tional wheels rolling. 

On Saturday, April 5, NBC 
scooped not only the broadcast- 
ing field but the rewspapers and 
news services as well on the an- 
nouncement of the German 
march against Yugoslavie and 
Greece. Due to the alertness of 
George Tobler, interpreter on 
duty at the NBC - short- 
wave listening post, and Robert 
Massell, engineer, NBC 
another notable ‘first.’ 

As a result of their enterprise 
and the appreciation of certzin 
other individuals of the publicity 
value involved, it was possible 
for the company to get out an 
effective promotional release 
covering the scoop within 24 
hours—despite the fact that the 
next day was Sunday. Just one 
excmple of what can be done 
when we are publicity minded. 

I want each of you from here 
out to consider yourselves as 
‘roving reporters’ for NBC on 
permanent assignment. When 
you know of something that has 
been accomplished by NBC that 
will make good news or good 
promotion, be sure to see that the 
information is immediately 
vlaced in the hands of Kon R 
Dyke, director of promotion. 


scored 


Will be produced | 
| by William A. Bacher, who was also 




















i. 
| Salt Lake City--Artie Clark, sales- 
man for KUTA, reports for active 
duty as Ensign in the Naval Re- 





| serves at Los Angeles. No Replace- 
ment at KUTA as yet. 
Spokane— Homer Mason, from 


KOMO-KJR, Seattle and KSL, Salt 


Lake, added to announcing staff of | 


| KFPY. 


| 
| 


| San Antonio—KABC staff has Joan 





| Longview, Texas—Sue Rainwater 
will conduct a new series of airings 
| over station KFRO. 


| Bob Olben added as announcer. 
| 





He’s from KGNO, Dodge City. 





Madison, Wis.—Edwin C. Allen, 
from Chicago, has been appointed 
general manager of radio station 
WIBA here. He’s from Reynolds- 
Fitzgerald advertising agency, Wil- 
liam E. Walker, WIBA station man- 
ager since 1930, has resigned from 
the position to head his own local 
advertising agency here. 





Nashville—Mac McGar, hillbilly 
fiddler, has been added to NBC’s 
‘Down South’ program from WSM. 





Pittsburgh—Herb Morrison, an- 
nouncer at WCAE, named assistant to 
James Murray, publicity director for 
station. Morrison will continue on 
the spieler’s staff. 

With moving of Johnny Boyer 
i from KQV to KDKA as an announ- 


| cer, Jim Thompson, salesman and 





| former announcer has taken over! 


| Boyer’s Today’s Sports program on 
| the former station. 





| 

| Columbia, S. C.—Fred B. Maness 
iback to WCOS after stay with 
WTOC, Savannah, Ga. 





feature writer on Philly Record, 
| joins WCAU to do a film chatter 
series. 


Joe Handschetz, engineer at 
WFPG, Atlantic City, returning to 
WHAT, replacing J. C. Geise, Jr., 


who has been ordered to Navy Sub- 
marine base in New London. Geise 
is a lieutenant in Naval Reserve. 

Bob Roberts, spieler on WDEL, 
Wilmington, Del., transferring to 
| WPEN, here. 

John Irvine, formerly with RCA- 
Victor and WCAM, Camden, N. J., 
| joining engineering staff of WIP. 





New York City—Charles C. ‘Bud’ 


Barry, night supervisor of NBC sta- | 


tions in Washington, has been ap- 
pointed assistant to William Hillpot, 
program director of the NBC blue 
(WJZ) network, succeeding Robert 
| Button, who was called in the draft. 

Albert A. Grobe, newscaster of 
| WINS, New York, has added the 
| duties of continuity director, suc- 
|ceeding Harry W. Pascoe, who re- 
signed last week to become 
nuity and program head of WAAT, 
Jersey City. 





nouncer-producer at WJLS, Beckley, 


’, Va., takes a similar assignment 


| at KLO, Ogden, effective May 1. 
| was once an NBC page boy. 


EZRA STONE DRAFTED; 
AGENCY HUNTING SUB 


Erza Stone, 


| Ogden, Utah—Howard Flynn, an- 
| 
| 


He 








starred and 
plays the part of Henry Aldrich on 
| the ‘Aldrich Femily’ series for Gen- 
Foods, 
draft in 
|is unmarried. 

Francis Van Hartesfeldt, director 
of the program for Young & Rubi- 
cam, has been auditioning for a pos- 
'sible replacement, but hasn’t yet se- 
|lected a successor. Stone is under- 
stood to get $1,500 a week for the 
show. Not known what, if 


who is 


| eral 


the 


called in 
weeks. He 


expects to be 
about two 


| back on the program when he re- 
turns from his year’s military train- 
ing. 


Katherine Roche in N.Y. 


| 

t 

| Katherine Roche (June Baker) of 
| WGN, Chicage, is in New York on 
|}one of her periodic visits. 








through the Mutual wire out of 


WOR, 


conti- | 


eny | 
prospect there is of his being put | 





lin the ‘Peter Quill’ show via Mu- 


pesens Charles Thornton Snyder, pro- 


[ PAYROLL TRAFFIC PRIORITIES MAY 


KILL KEGLINED 
SHOW 





American Can Co. and the Young 
| & Rubicam agency find themselves 
}in a ticklish position over the stand 
taken by the O.P.M. Priorities Com- 


With increasing| Drew Pearson news program on the Moore as receptionist and vocalist. | mittee on the use of metal for beer 


containers. ‘The Amazing = Mr. 
Smith,’ mystery comedy, now run- 
| ning on Mutual, had been bought to 
| plug the Keglined brand and because 
|of the curb imposed from Washing- 
| ton the manufacturer, which on the 
four broadcasts to date hasn’t men- 
tioned that product, would like to 
‘cancel the series at the end of the 
first 13 weeks of the contract, 
|mamely July 28. Obligation on the 
show itself runs through 1941 and 
,this may cause some legal contro- 
versy. 

The priorities angle came up just 
at about the time that the program 
| went on the air. An ironic twist to 
| the predicament is that when the of- 
| fer from American Can came along 
| the Lyons office, agenting the script, 
Gea in the process of negotiating a 


deal with a soap account. 


Ex-Amer. Legion Lady 
_ Exec Joins NBC to Tour 
U.S. Contacting Groups 








Mrs. William H. Corwith has 
| joined the National Broadcasting Co, 
as an aide to Educational Counsel 


James Rowland Angell. She is a 
'former president of the American 
| Legion Ladies Auxiliary and also 


| served for a time as its radio chair- 
| woman. She’s from Rockville Cen- 
ter, L. I. 

Mrs. Corwith will spend much 
time traveling for NBC, contacting 


local patriotic, civic and cultural 
groups. 
NBC's educational counselor, 


James R. Angell, has the following 
speaking schedule: May 12, Barn- 
well Foundation, Philadelphia; May 
18, William College Alumni; May 19, 
New York Academy of Medicine; 
May 24, Taft School. 


TOM PARRY IS N. A.B. 
| ST. LOUIS PUBLICIST 


| 
St. Louis, April 29. 

Thomas W. Parry, a St. Louisan, 
has been hired by the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters to handle 
general publicity for the St. Louis 
convention. 

George Burbach of KSD and Merle 
Jones of KMOX made the choice. 


VAGUE LADY ESTHER 


Keeps Time on NBC but Lombardo 
Continuance Indef 

Lady Esther intends to retain its 
Monday night half-hour on CBS 
through the su*amer but it hasn't ae- 
cided on the program that will re- 
place Guy Lombardo. 
| Pedler & Ryan, agency on the ac- 
|count, reported yesterday (Tuesday) 
that it didn’t know how long Lom- 
'bardo would be continued and that 
everything connected with the talent 
end of the spot was pretty much up 
in the air. 


Chick Allison Gets Tapped 


Kansas City, April 29 


| 

| Milton ‘Chick’ Allison, former dl- 
rector of publicity for KMBC here 
and now sales promotion manager 


at WLW, Cincinnati, and John Bon- 
deson, promotion director for WREN, 
Lawrence, Kansas, were designated 
last weex to membership in the Le- 
gion of Honor of the Order of De 
Molay. 

| Others of the radio and entertain- 
ment world designated this year in- 
| clude Clyde Lucas, orch leader; Clan 
| Soule, radio dramatic actor of ‘Bach- 
elor’s Children’; Marvin Elliott Muel- 
ler, formerly of KMOX and one time 
‘Quiz Kids’ announcer, now acting 


gram director KWBG, Hutchinson, 


; Kansas; Frank Cyrus Carman, g.m. 
| and part owner of KUTA, Salt Lake 
| City. 

| Will continue her Chicago series 


Charles Taibi, philharmonic violin- 
ist, and John Tompkins, tenor, also 


| received the degree locally. 








| 
| 
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STAGEHANDS RIVAL AFRA 
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WGN Not Party to Press Defense 


we SEPP G44 444644444644 444644 


Initial rift in the ranks of newspaper-owned stations in connection with 
the FCC’s forthcoming investigation of such ownership has been caused 
by WGN, Chicago, and there are indications that other newspaper-con- 
trolled outlets affiliated with Mutual will follow the action of the Chicago 
Trib’s station of resigning from the Newspaper Radio Committee. WGN, 
in its letter of resignation, expressed the fear that the newspaper group 
in its aetivities might become allied with other groups faced with pressure 
from the FCC and that the station would prefer to handle the monopoly 
allegation in its own way. The implied alliance is NBC and CBS, which 
Mutual has charged in FCC hearings with monopolistic practices. 

Following is the letter which WGN (E. M. Antrim) sent to the News- 
paper Radio Committee (Harold Hough) and the reply which the com- 
mittee made to WGN: 


1, ANTRIM TO HOUGH 





2. HOUGH TO ANTRIM 


» en 


QUUND EFFECTS 


ULE Aa LooUE 











Meantime Other Conflicts in 


Unionism Seen Involved— 


Mahoney of WIOD, Miami, 


in Cordial Call on Union’ 





OTHER NEWS 








(Copy) (Copy) 

I hereby resign as a member of I acknowledge with regret the 
the Newspaper Radio Comna,ittee. | receipt of your letter of April 23 
I am further authorized to state resigning from the Newspaper 
that WGN, Inc., cannot support, | Radio Committee. If you lack 
or continue to be represented in, | confidence in the Committee, 


the Committee. which wes appointed by approxi- 


Our reason for this action is | mately 250 newspaper publishers 
thet developments to date indicate | at the meeting which you recently 
to us that there is not sufficient attended, you have, of course, no 
assurance that the iarge fund of | other course open to you but to 
$200,000 to be collected from the | resign. 
newspapers will be devoted ex- | At the same time I must insist 
clusively to the preparation and that any lack of confidence on your 
presentation of the case on be- | part is wholly baseless. The Com- 
half of newspaper ownership of | mittee subscribes most  whole- 
broadcasting stations on the merits heartedly to the principle that any 
of the issues involved, and that hearings on newspaper owner- 
there is not sufficient safeguard ship of radio stations should be 
against intermingling of these is- | limited most strictly to the ectual 
sues with other unrelated issues | issues involved. It is our belief 
and activities in which the mews- | that a dispassionate consideration 
paper group, as such, have no in- of the question will demonstrate 
terest. We believe that the course that the newspaper publishers who 
indicated by these developments have had radio facilities entrusted 
will seriously prejudice the in- | to them have been operating them 
terests of the newspaper group by | in the highest public interest. It 
linking its fortunes with those of is in this belief that the Com- 
other groups having entirely sepa- mittee desires to approach the 
rate problems. Federel Communications Commis- 

As has been repeatedly stated sion in a he apte of full coopera- 
by our representatives, particularly tion and in full confidence that 
at the meeting held in New York hearings will establish that there 
on March 28. 1941, we believe is neither legal nor social Jjustifi- 
that the issues involved in news- | Cation for the classification of 
paper ownership of broadcasting | MewsPpaper publishers Ss caregary 
stetions have not been prejudged | Of Persons whose rights are in any 
by the Federal Communications wey different from other citizens of 
Commission, that the facts and the United States. 
arguments bearing on these issues I am convinced that the prog- 
should be gathered and _  pre- vision and actions ot indir agpinnl 
sented exclusively on the _ basis tee wil! ultimately ooyeeree a 
of their merits, without regard that your present suspicions with 
to whether such facts and ar- respect to ene Commitee a 
guments help or hurt the cause wholly unjustified, but sistas eae 
of other radio interests before the T must acquiesce in your deci- 
Commission, and that with such | 0”: 
preperation and presentation the | ~ soe initetiae 
newspaper group should be able to | paper owners of stations, but also 
convince the Commission not only that such ownership has served 
that there is no basis for any and will continue to serve ¢ 
charge of monopoly against news- | public interest 


DIFFERENT SHOW DAILY 


ALIEN TONGUES |,rrs*ss¥0n om 
OUT AT WPEN 


Philadelphia, April 29. 


tions for Beer 


San Antonio, April 29 
This is believed to be a radio first 
Every station of a network will orig- 
A 


inate one program per week for the 





; ,; same sponsor. Deal is being pre- 
Arthur Simon, general manager of | -..+eq here by the Gulf Brewing 
WPEN, yesterday (Monday) declared Co., bottlers of Gand Beer, and wa 
that within the next two months all | set through Rogers-Gano Advertis- 
foreign language programs will go | "8 Co. en 
off the outlet, part of the Arde ee eg pot 2 eon é 
the Texas Quality Net rk I 
Bulova chain. The ‘Americanization’ ing WOAI, here, KPRC, Houst 
Process will coincide with the in-| WFAA, Dallas, and WBAP, F 
crease in power from 1,000 to 5,000} Worth. Each broadcast presents a 
watts. Simon explained that al- | varied type of mu al entertainmée 
though the foreign language broad-|such as San Antonio, Spanish 5 


Fort Wort! Cowboy and 
gs, Dallas Popular musi 
Houston a variety snov 

each Tuesday 


enadors 
range 
and from 
Programs are aired 
through Thursday. 


——$ 


casts represented lucrative biz, many 
large national accounts balked at 
having their programs follow those 
in another tongue on the ground 
that no audience was built up for 
their shows. 
_, Another factor believed behind the 
Anglicizing’ of the outlet is the pub- 
licity given to the recent investiga- 
tion by Government agencies of for- 
elgn-language broadcasts and an- 
nouncers. Although WPEN’s spielers 
were given a clean bill of health, 
Station officials feel that the station’s 


son 


Worcester, April 29. 
An all-out program to promote 
enlistments in Army, Navy, Marine 


i and Air corps is under way at 
r ; : ; a | we at 
prestige would be helped when the WTAG. National defense drive is 


‘foreign” stigma is removed. 
Relinquishing by WPEN of foreign 

language programs, leaves only 

WDAS and WHAT in this field. 


aimed at increasing enlistments by 
publicizing opportunities in armed 
| services. 
| From sign-on to 


days a week, announcements are 


sign-off, seven 


in- 





Andy Devine, film actor and his serted at very available station 
wife arrived Friday (25) for a ten break. At least 100 weekly spots 
day visit with J. T. Ward, owner of are carried as a vital contribution t 
WLAC, Nashville. defense. 

- 


| 


| 
{ 


cal of 


| another 


WTAG’s Enlistment Splurge 


|many of 


Jurisdictional dispute is threatened 
between the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees over of radio 
sound effects men. New York lo- 
the stagehands’ union, has 
asked AFRA, which now represents 
the men in question, to 
turn over its jurisdiction. AFRA 
has countered with an offer to let the 
sound effects men themselves de- 
cide the matter of representation in 
an election supervised by the 
American Arbitration Assn.’ Stage- 
hands have not yet answered that 
proposal. 

Stagehands’ 


representation 


move is regarded as 
attempt by that 
foothold in the radio 
which it has thus far never 
able to crack. Union tried 
ago to gain jurisdiction over 
technicians, but the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
was able to get recognition from the 
American Federation of Labor. How- 
ever, the American Communications 
Assn. (CIO) has also made some prog- 


get a 
been 


years 


+ 
vv 














union to 
field, 


several | 


ress in organizing the radio engi- | 
neers, so the field is divided. An- 


other subsequent move by the stage- 
hands to represent various classifica- 
| tions of television workers likewise 
made little success. 
Involvements 

In some quarters, the stagehands’ 
move to take over the sound effects 
men is viewed as a renewal of the 
battle of two years ago with the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, AFRA’s parent group, An- 
other possibility is that the stage- 
hands, closely allied with the musi- 


cians’ union, are trying to exert 
oblique pressure on AFRA to bring 
about a settlement of the pending 
fight by the radio union and its 
affiliate organization, the Ame an 
Guild of Musical Artists, against the 
musicla! Sin he entry of the 
Department of Justice into the pic- 


ture with a grand jury probe of 


music union president James C. Pe- 
trillo, the musicians have been in an 
uncomfortable position Withdrawal] 
of AGMA would obviously weaken 


the Government’s case. 
Although AFRA’s jurisdiction over 


sound effects men is not completely 





clear, many of the men in question 
have joined the organization will- 
ingly. AFRA has a number of con- 
tracts, including one with NBC and 
CBS, covering them And in fact 
the contract with NBC has just bee 
ews with ar ncrease iges 
7 ets + 
‘ 
Other Battles 
O I FRA 
t T e’t 
In ¢ é 
‘ - 4 
re t t 
A Ww H é I f 
] f n ¢ f the 
situation. Chicago local is glowering 
at statio WJJD and WAAF. Situa- 
tior n Detroit is at a virtual stand- 
t ] wit Vi Cor nors the ur TY 
new nat al organizer, due to er- 
rive to ow .(Thursday) from the 
Coa: 
AFRA’s national paid-up mem- 
bership was Officially tabulated last 


members 





eek at 3.865 Of this 
total. 1.526 are in New York, 1.161 
in Los Angeles, 680 in Chicago and 
the lance scattered in various lo- 
cal On the basis of the n 
New York will have 18 delegates at 
the union’s annual convention, witt 
Los Angeles having 13 and Chicago 
eight. Total number of delegates 
will he 48 
Transcription code, approved last 
- Ce 


Censor Group Mulls Labor Complaints 
Of Not Getting Fair Share of Air Time 








WAR DEPT. OKAY NEEDED 


For WLAC Description of First 
Vultee Test Flight 
Nashville, April 29. 
WLAC will broadcast forma! 
opening of the Vultee Aircraft plant 
in Nashville. Opening ceremonies 


are set for Sunday (4) with Tim 
Sanders handling the mike. 
Permission of the War department 
had to be secured before Sanders 
could describe initial test flight. 





“SIMILARITY RAP 


DELAYS COAST 
KIDS’ 


Hollywood, April 29. 


National Broadcasting Co. refused | 
to put ‘The Kids of the Week’ on 11] 


15 NBC LINKS 


of its Coast network Sun- 
day (27) to start off series for Lime 
and 


stations 
is threatened with legal 
Donald Davis, 
David-Pearson egency, 


Cola, 


action. head of 


said the net- 


work ignored a formal demand to 


put the program on the air and ‘will | 


be made to suffer the 
for breaching contract.’ 

Davis said the show originally was 
approved by the NBC program de- 
partment but leter was tabooec and 


postponement ordered. It was 


| dicated by Davis that the reason for 


was that it verged 


the NBC action 


| too closely on the formula of Alka 


Seltzer’s ‘Quiz Kids’ and that 


r ep- 


resentations were made by the Wade | 


agency for thet show. Don Gilman 


NBC western head, said the com: 

plications which have developed 

should be ironed out shortly. 
Davis said the setup of his show 


differs from ‘Quiz Kids’ inasmuch as 


the only quiz angle used is grilling 
of an outstanding personality ap- 
pearing as a guest Hi hts are 
11ISCUSS1ONS of curre! topics yy 
even youngsters reng in age 
from 10 to 14 years and the picking 
of ‘the kid of the week’ for some 
meritorious act. 

Kids appearing on the program are 
selected by schools and from letter: 
sent in by dialers Pro am was to 
have begun its origination in Seattle 
and by easy stages move down the 


Coast to Hollywood. Devis said that 
unless NBC the show a clean 
bill of health he will move it to 
Don Lee chain 


gives 
B1lV 


the 


week by the union and the nego- 
tiating eee ttee f the t rip- 
I ( er 
e e é qd T é ers 
he ¢ ¢ and ed € 
gned te este i Tue ) 
if ce I otne t f the 
il ¢ é ecte re 

é " the ne» fey 
D: Mahoney, president of WIOD 
M ere AFRA recently set- 
tled its dispute before the NLRB 
wa 1 New York week for the 
newspaper publishers’ convention 
During his stay he visited the AFRA 
national office and was said to have 
had a cordial meeting with union 


Both sides pledged ef- 


peaceful relati 


executives. 
forts to maintain 


the future. 


ons 
NBC Men With AFRA 
Hollywood Ap: i! 29. 

Sound technicians at the Nat 


Broadcasting Co. here have voted for 
affiliation with AFRA. Current con- 


tract with network under the name, 
Radio Production Guild, continues i: 


force until expiration. 
AFRA now holds jurisdiction over 
all soundmen in the count 


consequences 


in- | 


+ es 


A luncheon meeting was held last 
Thursday (24) at the Men's City 
Club, New York, by the radio com- 
| mittee of the National Council for 
\the Prevention of Censorship, This 
is an offshoot of the American Civil 
| Liberties Union. Meeting was called 
to consider whet action or position 
to take on three issues: 

1. Labor complaints of not get- 
| ting a fair shake or share of radio 
| time compared to manufacturers and 
business, 

2. The divorce of newspapers and 
radio stations, a move often proposed 
iby Morris Ernst, who is active in 
this group. 

3. Anti-libel laws already passed 
,in Oregon and Iowa which exempt 





| stations from co-liability when 
speakers jump scripts and utter 
slanderous remarks. 

About 15 persons attended the 


luncheon, over which Quincy Howe 
presided. Joseph Miller represented 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, and Sidney Kaye the news- 
paper-owned stations. Morris Noe 
i vik, of WNYC, Ernst and Hazel Rice 





| were also among those present. 


Meeting took no action. 





GET KROGER 


Cincinnati, April 29. 

Some 15 NBC stations are now 
carrying the ‘Hearts in Harmony’ 
dramatic-musical series which the 
Kroger Grocery & Baking Co. ine 
augurated March 31 on several out- 
lets, Programs are recorded in New 
York by the Ralph H. Jones agency. 
They run 15 minutes and are aired 
Mondays through Fridays. 

Special piano arrangements, script- 
ing and directing are handled by 
Victor Arden, Larry Klee and Mar- 
tha Atwell. Joan Allison, who is in 
the ‘Aldrich Family’ the 
Queen in the ‘Hearts in Harmony’ 
stanzas. For first time in radio work 
she is vocaling. Supporting her are 
Andy Donnelly, Irene Hubbard and 
Louis Hall. 


es 
tation 


sel ies, is 


carrying the Kroger show, 
which blurbs Tenderay meat, are: 
WLW, Cincy; KDKA, Pittsburgh; 
KMOX, St. Louis; WBNS, Columbus, 
O.; WGN, Chicago; WIRE, Indianap- 
olis; WMBD, Peoria, Ill.; WJR, De- 
troit; WLWO, Ft. Wayne; WSPD., To- 


ledo; WTAM, Cleveland; WCHS 
Charleston, W. Va:; WDBJ, Roanoke, 
Va.; KARK, Little Rock, Ark., and 
WOOD, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


More stations will be added grad- 
ually, according to Malcolm D. Mace 
Pherson of the Jones agency’s office 
here, 


——— — ———_ —_—__. 


Flamm, Weinberg Need 


Not Be Examined In 
WMCA Commish Suit 


Donald Flamm and Emile 2 
We her er not be exarny né e- 
fore ria Justice Carrol G Walter 
ruled yeste iy (Tuesday) in N. Y. 
upreme court, in connect on with 
Alexander J. Jacoby’s $117,500 and 
$21,250 suits against both of them 


and the Knickerbocker Broadcasting 








Co., Inc. Jacoby claims breach of 
contract in alleged failure to pay 
commissions on the sale of WMCA, 
Jacoby avers he was hired by 
Flamm, presidert of WMCA, on 
Dec. 3, 1935, to secure a purchaser 
for the station. Certain percentages 
of the sale price were agreed upon 
ind Weinberg was t act aS C0- 
roker It is claimed that a pure 
chase 4 ecured t Flamm de- 
clined to g ( with the deal, 
It is ther serted Weinberg se- 
cured Edward 7 Noble to buy the 
tation for $859 °**%. and no commis- 
sions were paid Tacoby by Flamm 
ind no split w: ide by Weinberg. 
. _ 
1 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


‘Information, Please’ costs Lucky Strike $8,500 weekly for the program 
alone. Budgeted expenses to Dan Golenpaul, owner of the quis, are un- 
derstood to be as follows: Clifton Fadiman, $1,500; John Kieran, $750; 
Oscar Levant and Franklin P. Adams, $600 each. Guests usually get $250 
maximum. Research and clerical expenses are around $1,000 weekly. 

‘Information, Please,’ newspaper feature, containing Q’s and A’s from 
Lucky Strike show, is being offered dailies gratis with exclusive terri- 
torial guarantee by NBC press department. 








German short wave radio continues nightly to ‘answer’ the radio- 
grammed questions it asked Americans to send a couple months ago. 
Queries being answered, however, are not those sent, it was learned 
through authoritative sources, the Nazis merely having used the question- 
sending gag in the hopes of building up their American listening audience. 

Example of the type of question being replied to is: ‘What is Germany 
doing for the health of its children?’ Announcer then goes into a long 
and very complimentary spiel. 





Deal under which WTRY, Troy, and the Fabian Theatres was to jointly 
sponsor a one-night stand of the Metropolitan Opera Co. at the Palace 
theatre, Albany, May 6, is off. The Met management has decided that it 


MILTON FLAMM’S JOB 


Brother Donald Denies Any Link te 
WPAT, Paterson, N. J. 

Milton J. Flamm, formerly with 
the WMCA, N. Y., sales department, 
is national sales director for WPAT, 
the new Paterson, N. J., outlet which 
starts operations Saturday (3). He 
is a brother of Donald Flamm, for- 
mer WMCA owner. 





that the first he knew of his broth- 
er’s connection with the Jersey out- 
let was when Milton told him about 
it the day before. 


12 Profs Give 





would rather rent the house and assume the entire responsibility for the Announcer A 
date. Practically all the seats for the engagement have been sold. The 


station had gone into the venture merely for the promotion value that it 


would get out of it, since the guarantee was too high for allowance of 
much profit. 


Thomas D. Thatcher, former Federal jurist, who has been retained by 
the newspaper-owned stations to head their legal staff in the forthcoming 
probe of such outlets by the Federal Communications Commission, was 
at one time employed by ASCAP. He served as special counsel at the 
trial of the Government’s monopoly suit against the Society in the N.Y. 
federal court in the summer of 1935. Thatcher was brought in to make 
the opening argument in ASCAP’s behalf on the legal questions involved. 


William Ackerman, a Princetonian, is the librarian who is organizing a | 
reference library at the New York headquarters of CBS. He spends much 
of his time tracking down out of print volumes on radio. At CBS, as at 
NBC, the scarcity of records, logs and facts pertaining to the early years 
of broadcasting are painfully realized. Cross-indexing and cataloging of 
radio material of the last few years is fairly complete, with many uni- 
versities now taking an interest in the medium. 





Kate Smith's 10th anniversary broadcast last Friday (25) was marked by | 
dignity and class, obviously consciously sought by Ted Collins. Event was 
followed by a reception in a private ballroom at the Hotel Astor, which 
was also notable for the taste and gentility of the event. Clarence Francis 
and William S. Paley participated in both affairs. A clock with diamond 
hands was presented by CBS to the star. 





Fast Smarting-Up 


Detroit, April 29. 


Designed solely to drill into one 
city radio announcer’s head some of 
the farm problems and background, 
Duncan Moore’s one-man, two-day 
blitz college pulled in educators 
from four States. The 12 rural ex- 
perts spent April 25-26 coaching 
Moore in the requirements for the 
‘Farm Forum,’ new rural _ service 





6:30 a.m. 


chores were: 

John Baker, Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington. 

Joseph Ryau, Surplus Market Ad- 
ministration, Milwaukee. 

Claud Patterson, Surplus Market 





Art Donahue, RAF flyer and author of ‘Tallyho’ in the current (May $3) | 
issue of the Saturday Evening Post, is a brother of Bob Donahue, man- | 
ager of WLLH, Lowell, Mass. ‘Tallyho’ deals with his experiences fight- | 
ing the Luftwaffe and was written during the aviator’s six-week confine- | 
ment in a hospital. Incidentally ‘before becoming a radio manager Bob | 
Donahue was an actor in Broadway musicals. 


In line with a policy adopted by Louis Wasmer, Ine., owners of Spo- | 
kane stations KHQ and KGA last September, employees of the announc- 
ing and continuity staff received their semi-annual increase in salary, 
March 1, on a range from $15 to $25 monthly. This is separate from the 


annual bonus, which amounted to two and one half months salary, last 
December, 








R. E. Miller of Omaha has been named to succeed the late Senator Morris | 
E. Sheppard of Texas as treasurer of the Woodmen of the World society, | 
which has its head offices in Omaha, and which owns radio station Wow, | 
red net outlet for NBC. 


| 


For ‘audience reactograph experiments’ on the WHO Iowa Barn Dance | 
Frolic, John Beeston, chief engineer: Stan Widney, producer and an- 
nouncer; Ken Houchins and Anne Coon of the talent department, are pay- | 





ing unannounced visits to farm homes around Iowa. | 


canis | 


Dorothy Kilgallen, N.Y. Journal-American gossip columnist whose ‘Voice 
of Broadway’ program Saturday mornings on CBS is sponsored by John- 
gon & Johnson, expects to become a mother early in July. She has an 
‘act of God’ clause in the contract. 





Fred Allen program, One of the last of the full hours on network radio, 
may go either to the NBC Red or Blue next season. That possibility 


eh tea in inquiries made by Bristol-Myers for available time spots and 
ook-ups. 


NBC expects to use native South American music (serious kind-not 
sambas, etc.) as background for its now-organizing series of 
bor’ programs glorifying Latin republics, 


Series starts May 22 on the 
Red network. Musical research is now unde 


r way. 





NBC blue has distributed its own time finder among advertisers and ad 
agencies this year. Device, which shows the clock standings in’ over 300 
localities during the period of daylight savings, is more simple in mechan- 
ical operation than it has been in previous years. 


Forthcoming book by Lee DeForest and a collaborator bears the same 


title, ‘Television, Today and Tomorrow,’ as an English volume of some 
years ago by Sydney A. Moseley. 


WOR INCORPORATED 


| STOKOWSKI’S YOUTHS 





a 


IN NEW YORK STATE 7° 7" Cyzscs, stexio ana v. 8— 


46 Dates in All 


sen | 


Albany, April 29. 





Leopold Stokowski 


and his All 
| American 


Youth orchestra will 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service. | ities i 
s . » make at 
Whth dnereies WOR. Yee tock our Of 46 cities in the U. S., 


»; Canada and Mexico, including in- 
q a sin 
has become a N. Y. state corpora-| gle concert May 16 at Carnegie hall, 
tion. WOR recently changed its lo-|N. Y. Rehearsals are currently go- 
ee exclusively to New | ing on in Atlantic City 

ork end the incorporation charter | i sek? revious 
was taken out to conform with this | seer ao ee 


‘Good Neigh- | 


Administration, Detroit. 

Philip B. Lush, Surplus 
Administration, Detroit. 

Ewing Jones, Radio 
Soil Conservation, Dayton, O. 

G. E. Ferris, Radio Editor, Agri- 
cultural Extension, Ohio State Uni. 

R. E. Crowell, Forest Supervisor, 
Huron State Forest, Mich. 

Gordon Zimmerman, Soil Conser- 
vation Service, Washington, D. C. 

Daniel A. Wallace, Surplus Market 
Administration, Milwaukee. 

Everett Swingle, Assistant Exten- 
sion Editor, Michigan State College. 

Robert J. Colesman, Manager Sta- 
tion WKAR, Michigan State College. 

Elmer Isaksen, Farm Security Ad- 
ministration, Milwaukee. 


Market 





DICKER FOR WILLSON 


ON FORD HEAT SHOWS 


Ford Sunday evening hour (CBS) 
goes strictly popular with the May 
18 Broadcast. Talent for the sum- 
mer series has not been set. 

McCann-Erickson, agency on the 
account, would like to have Meredith 
Willson for the baton assignment. 
This would require Willson’s com- 
muting between Hollywood and De- 
| troit until the Maxwell House Coffee 
| show takes its hiatus from the NBC- 
red late in June. Jane Pickens may 
be the first guest for the summer 
Ford series. 

Florence George (Mrs. Everett 
Crosby) has been booked to appear 
Sunday, June 4, 





| 





WITNESS SUES WGRC 


Citizen Alleges News Report Preju- 
diced Public Against Him 


Louisville, April 29. 

Making the charge that a news 
airing over WGRC, Mutual's Louis- 
ville outlet, was slanderous, John B. 
Pryse of Jeffersontown, Ky., a de- 
pertment store floorwalker, asked 
c ages of $25,000 in a Circuit Court 
suit against the Northside Broad- 


| casting Corp. and S. A. Cisler, presi- | 


dent. Suit was filed Saturday (26). 
| Pryse charged the station aired a 


news report Feb. 17 in which it was! 


| Stated the the Commonwealth At- 
| torney had prepared an indictment 
charging him with obstructing jus- 











which WJR launched here April 28 | 
on a daily schedule from 5:30 to} 


| first time on the U. S. air. 
| brought following changes in announcer assignments: Richard Stark re- 
| placing Nelson Case on ‘Against the Storm’; Alan Kent, already doing the 


i red schedule for Saturdays has been reshuffled. . . 


| construction at NBC here 


| to Kansas City to look after biz interests there. . 
| Pepsodent troupe to March Field, Riverside, Cal.. 


————s 





Pooreoe 


rom The Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Helen Walpole, scripter of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and ‘Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill” did an acting stint on NBC's ‘Listener’s Playhouse’ last week..., 
radio author who has written the legit comedy ‘Lullaby for Husbands’ is 
Doris Frankel, not Doris Krankel, as reported last week....Coca-Cola hag 





Rumors in the trade have had it | renewed the Kostelanetz series for over the summer... .‘Creative Ameri- 
that Donald Flamm has an interest | cana’ half-hour dramatic series built around the lives, personalities and 


in WPAT, but Flamm Monday (28) | anecdotes of noted, no-longer-living Americans, have been outlined as a 
not only stoutly denied this but said | 


network summer replacement by Mitchell Grayson, production head of 
WNYC, N.Y.....Joe Julian playing the ‘Big Sister’ lead... .Alice Frost no 
longer billed on the series....Monday (28) night’s ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
script, ‘The Heart and the Fountain,’ was the first radio writing attempt 
by actress Peggy Riley, former Chicago emoter who came to New York 
about a year ago and has appeared on various programs....Cy Walter, 
classic-pop pianist, doing Friday afternoon series on WOR-Mutual....Ad- 
dison Smith is directing ‘Colgate Spotlight,’ with Ed East....Lyn Murray, 
CBS composer-conductor, has taken a summer place at Nyack, N. Y,, 
which he describes as resembling a set for a murder-thriller. 


Jo Delinois’ French Hour on WBNX held its fourth annual banquet for 
its fans recently at the Champiain. .. . NBC delegation to Ohio State’s 
Institute for Education by Radio includes Walter G. Preston, Lewis Titter- 
ton, Harry Summers, H. M. Beville, Blevins Davis, Dr. James Rowland 
Angell, William Kostka, Judith Waller, Jennings Pierce, William Drips, 
Tom Eishworth, Bill Q. Webb. ... AFRA will hold annual] dance May 9 at 
Waldorf-Astoria. ... 

Jim Parker, manager of WATR, Waterbury, Conn., on weekly safari to 
Manhattan for Earle McGill’s production course at N. Y. VU. 

Wythe Williams has bought a farm in Stout’s valley, near Easton, Pa., 
and will move from Greenwich, Conn....Frankie Hyers, Pat Harrington 
and Jack White auditioned (again) last week for a series being readied by 
Al Rinker for CBS....Arlene Francis and Martin Gabel being considered 
by Ruthrauff & Ryan for a ‘Girl Lawyer’ series to sub for ‘Big Town’ 
during the summer....Hi Brown’s ‘Thin Man’ show, with Donald Cook 
and Claudia Morgan, a possibility for the same spot....Margalo Gillmore 
being written out of WOR-Mutual’s ‘We Are Always Young’ serial, so she 
can accompany her husband Robert Ross to St. Louis, where he'll direct 
the Muny Opera summer season....Dick Pack, of WOR’s publicity staff, 
scripting ‘Weekend Review’ series for the station’s FM outlet W7INY.... 
Dick Dorf will announce the show....Dorothy Ann Crowe, soprano soloist 
on Wheeling Steel’s ‘Musical Steelmakers’ program on WOR-Mutual, has 
announced her engagement to Ardenne White, tenor soloist of the show. 


Those who drilled him in his rural Queen Marie, mother of King Peter of Yugoslavia will do a Mother’s Day 


broadcast on NBC blue (WJZ) via shortwave from wondon, ... It'll be her 


... Realignment of Procter & Gamble serials 


‘O’Neills’ first show, replacing Kenneth Roberts for the repeat; Ed Herlihy 


| replacing Stuart Metz on ‘Pepper Young’ and Bill Rogers succeeding Jim 


Fleming on ‘The Goldbergs.’ 
Paul Douglas doing sustaining sports series at 6:45 p.m. across the board 
on NBC red (WEAF). ... Brown & Williamson moving ‘Uncle Walter's 


| Doghouse’ to Friday nights and putting a new show called ‘College Humor’ 
Information, | 


into the vacated Tuesday night spot on NBC red (WEAF). ... Whole NBC 
. New shows include 
Happy Jack Turner, for Fitch shampoo, and ‘Texas Jim.’ ... Ray Nelson's 
‘Spice of Life’ news oddities series five mornings a week on WEAF locally. 
.. . Women’s shows on NBC blue (WJZ) moving from afternoon to morn- 
ing hours, opposite the red network’s serials, effective May 12. Old Gold 
ciggies and ‘P.M.,’ New York daily, added to participating sponsors on Ed 
East’s 7-7:55 a.m. ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ show on NBC-Blue. 


IN CHICAGO... 

Louise King goes off the Carnation ‘Contented Program’ next week, and 
the show in the future will be based exclusively on classical music rather 
than mix in occasional pops as has been the policy since Percy Faith came 
in as conductor....Gail Henshaw moves into the cast of ‘Romance of Helen 
Trent’....Ken Fry suping the Drake Relays broadcast out of Des Moines 
for NBC....O. B. Hanson in from N. Y. for a quick o.0. of new studio 
... Buddy Clark and Dale Evans visiting WSBT, 
South Bend on May 12 to aid station in celebrating shift to new wave- 
length....Eddy Howard bowing off the Land O’Lake Butter program for 
a month to snatch off some vaude dates in the midwest, and Eddie Guest 
will continue the show on his own....Nikki Kaye, writer and commenta- 
tor of the ‘That’s Show Business’ program on WAAF, sold a story to the 
Chi Daily News tagged ‘Call Me Dear’....Radio Theatre of Chi, headed by 
Arthur Peterson, is producing a little theatre musical labelled ‘VVV’ 
Cornelius Peeples is now in with ‘Road of Life.’ 

NBC Chicago Athletic Ass’n holding its first social of the season in the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel with Dorothy Masters of the press department as 
chairman of the shindig along with association president Lynn Brandt. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Shirley Temple makes her second guest stand on Chase & Sanborn May 


4... .Seaside oil backer of Tom Breneman’s ‘Spelling B-Liner’ keeping show 
on the hop, covering cities all over the state and edging into Arizona. Paul 
Pierce is the perigrinating producer....Abe Reynolds, veteran burlesque 


comic, getting plenty of radio work since he enlarged on his versatility.... 
Arch Oboler presides over panel discussion at Ohio State Institute for 
Education by Radio next week....Upton Close pitching here for his NBC 
commentary series....Edward Everett Horton and Barbara Jo Allen (Vera 


Vague) packaged in half-hour show by NBC....John Christ of J. Walter 
| Thompson N. Y. radio force, given a breather before shipment to an army 
camp Amos ’n’ Andy going east to look over the shows and pick up 
some ideas The Jim Jordans made another of their occasional jaunts 


Bob Hope taking his 
for a broadcast from the 
Frances Langford goes along as guest vocalist Reed Kilpatrick, 
KHJ staff announcer, takes on the added duties of television director for 
Thomas Lee’s W6XAO....Ben Alexander, radio-screen actor, takes the 
matrimonial dip this summer with Elizabeth Robb, sec to Joe Bigelow at 
J. Walter Thompson....Don Thornburgh, CBS Coast top kick, heading east 
for home office parleys and the NAB convention in St. Louis. 


Beer Night on WOR | CONVENTION IN HOME, 
Monday nights on WOR Newas,| RNPUOL EN TAD 


has become known as ‘Beer Night.’ | 
The station has four accounts that | 


alr base 





Nashville, April 29. 
Tom Williams, Columbia’s Old Dirt 








move. The New Jersey corporation | 


covering the same operation will 
probably be dissolved soon. 

Papers filed with the N. Y. secre- 
tary of state gave the total amount 
of stock authorized as 200 shares. 
no par value. The directors named 


in the epplication were A. J. Me-| 


Cosker, president; T. C. Stribert, v.p.; 
and Emanuel Dannett, WOR lawyer 


eile Ca WE BS 


; announcement that he would take | tice in the John C. Maas case, which 
the orchestra on tours of North! was recently closed. 
America and abroad during alter- 
nate spring and summer seasons, he | posed him to ‘public hatred, distrust, 
revealed plans for a second South! contempt and ridicule’ and caused 
American trip next year, him to lose his job. 

Maas is in the reformatory serving 
|} 21 years for the killing of his es- 
Lanny Ross fell off a horse Mon- | tranged wife last December. 
day. One rib. Singing for Franco- | 
American spaghetti strapped up. 


Pryse con- 





Pryse 
was supposed to have witnessed the 
| tragedy. 


| tended the report on the radio ex- | 


evening plugging the suds between 
8 and 11 o'clock. 

At 8 o'clock its Keglined Beer Cans 
with ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ and 
for the succeeding program (8:30) 
there’s Piel’s Beer with Boake Car- 
ter. P.O.N. is the beer brand at 9:15 
and Red Barber, the talent, while 


| the 11-11:15 news period plugs Hoff- 
} man’s Bock Beer. 


' 


Dobber, will air his Saturday morn- 
ing program May 10, from his eight 
and a half acre garden. The occa- 
sion of the broadcast is the annual 
meeting of the American Iris Society 
which is being held at the Dirt Dob- 
ber’s home on May 9 and 10. 

The Dirt Dobber has introduced 
20 new iris varieties in the commer- 
cial field. Program is aired weekly 
at 9:30 EDST Saturdays. 


ee 


ca nM, F 
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More NBC Portugal-Spain Newscasts: 


24-Hour Day for Shortwave Looms 





Added newscasts to Spain and 
Portugal every afternoon in those 
languages has been instituted at 
NBC in New York, It’s an open 
secret that the Government is dis- 
quieted by developments in those 
countries, which are well-fed on Nazi 
propaganda. 

Meantime, it is possible NBC’s 
shortwave department will shortly 
go to a full 24-hour daily service. 
John Royal, NBC vice-president, has 
made this recommendation and the 
matter is up for conference this 
week. 

NBC reports 14 South American 
stations linked with NBC took Sec- 
retary of State Hull’s speech last 
Thursday. 


BBC INCREASES 





ITS GOVERNORS 


London, April 8. 

New governship setup for BBC 
went into effect this week, when 
Parliament announced appointments 
of Captain Sir Ian Fraser, J. J. Mal- 
lon, Lady Violet Bonham-Carter, 
and Arthur J. Mann. These person- 
eges will operate in control of radio, 
along with Sir Allan Powell and C. 
H. G. Millis, present governors. 

Sir Ian Fraser was on the gov- 
erning board of BBC from ’37 to ’39, 
and has a close association with air 
matters. 
governship for the same _ period. 
Arthur J. Mann is former editor of 
the Evening Standard and Yorkshire 
Post. Lady Bonham-Carter is 
daughter of late Lord Asquith. She 
is prexy of Women’s Liberal Fed- 
eration. 

Increase in the board is result of 
recent flare-up in Parliament over 
matters of censorship and_ the 
People’s Convention fiasco, when 
BBC put < personal ban into effect 
against hiring performers who were 
members of the leftist group. 





WLWO’s Razor stems! 


Cincinnati, April 29. 

American Safety Razor starts on 
WLWO, Crosley’s short-waver, this 
week with a series of Tuesday and 
Thursday 15-minute sports review 
programs, on at 6:30. 

Bayer Aspirin is renewing its 
Tuesday night quarter-hour Bajo el 
Cielo de Mexico series on this sta- 
tion for another 13-week stretch. 


f 


¢ London Calling 


444444 





MARGE’S SON TO DAD 


Kretsinger Gets Custody of Late Ra- 
Gio Actress’ Second Child 








Custody of Richard Kretsinger, 
four-year-old son of the late Marge 
Damerel Fick, of ‘Myrt and Marge,’ 
was awalded to his father, William 
J. Kretsinger, Kansas City adver- 
tising man, last week in New Jersey 
Court of Common Pleas. Child’s 
mother died Feb. 15 on the birth of 





London, April 8. 
‘Front Line 
North American listeners a line on 
life under the blitz this side. New 
series hits shortwave (27) and wiil 
star Ernest Butcher, with Nell Bal- 
lantyne, Dulcfe Gray, William Ash- 
ley, Tony Halfpenny, and Nancy 
Nevison as members of his brood. 





Elsie Carlisle renewed for the air 
with her vaude session ‘Carlisle Ex- 
press.’ Show returns (16) with seme 
principles and Billy Ternent orches- 
tra. 





Johnny Claes, trumpeter with 
Teddy Joyce outfit before batoner’s 





J. J. Mallon also held a| 


death, has formed his own aggrega- 
tion and will air from current dance 
| Spot, Palm Beach Club. Further 
| radio dates will be lined up. 


Frances Day, Arthur Askey and 
| Tommy Trinder heve given their 
| Okay to an appearance on new Flan- 
/nagan and Allen airer. Daetes not 
| yet set. 





George Formby takes to the air 
|}again, heading e unit playing to 
'troops and on which BBC will run a 
| cut-in. 


| 
| Oscar Wilde’s ‘A Woman of No 
|Importance’ has been readied for 


| radio. 


| 
| 








‘The Old Town Hall’ is being re- 
vived to fill spot vacated by ‘Music 
Hall.’ Setup of the variety show is 


Family’ will give} ;, 
| Film and legit actress Helen Mack 
|has since succeeded to the Marge 


another son, Donnie, by her third 


husband, Peter Fick, a swimmer. | 


part in the radio series. 

Charles Griffith, 12, Mrs. Fick’s 
oldest son by her first husband, 
Frank W. Griffith, is a student at 
Staunton Military academy and is 
in the custody of his father. Chil- 
dren were the beneficiaries of in- 
surance policies on their mother’s 
life. ‘Myrt,’ who is Mrs. Myrtle 
Damerel Lambert, wife of Eddie 
Lambert, also has placed money in 
trust for them. 


Drop Swing 
As Drawing 
Poor Spenders 


Boston, April 29. 

‘No more swing music on the 920 
Club,’ is the edict handed down by 
George Lasker, manager of WORL. 
The 920 club is a recorded session 
from two to five p.m., music by dif- 
ferent band leaders on 15-minute 
stints, interspersed with commer- 
cials. 

The sweet music encourages an 
older listening audience, more fa- 











as close as the titling, one to the’ 
other, end will bring gladness to | 
many vaude acts. 





Charles Heslop inked for a series | 
of six weekly airings. Actor will 
travel on his own script around com- 
edy professor of music. 





New Glens Falls Station 


Glens Falls, N. Y., April 29. 
Glens Falls Broadcasting Corp has 





been chartered to conduct business | 


vored by the clients because of their 
purchasing power, according to the 
station. 


New WCFI Buys ASCAP, 
Only One in Rhode Island 


Pawtucket, R. I., April 29. 

ASCAP music is being heard lo- 
cally in Rhode Island through the 
state’s newest radio station WFCI. 
The station began test programs 
Saturday (26) and is planning dedi- 
cation ceremonies for next Saturday 
and Sunday. It is an affiliate of 





in Glens Falls, with a capital stock | the Mutual Broadcasting System and 


of $25,000, $100 par value. 


Direc- 


will also carry Colonial 


tors are: John R. McKenna, of King- | shows. , 


ston; Louis P. Brown, and Attorney | 


Francis W. McGinley of Glens Falls, 
as directors. 

John R. McKenna is president cad 
station manager of WKNY in King- 
ston. McKenna and Brown own 81 


| McGinley, 18. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


shares each in the new company;) 


Station is operating on 1420 kilo- 
cycles and will carry its Mutual 


| broadcasts on a special high fidelity 
| transmission line. 


Howard J. Thorn- 
| ley, a stockholder, is chief engineer; 


| Theodore Allen, formerly with NBC 


in New York, is commercial man- 
;ager; George Sutherland, formerly 


= | of WLW, Cincinnati, is program di- 


| Tector; Arthur Paquette, musical di- 
j}rector; Don Graham, chief an- 
| nouncer. Other announcers are 
David Brooks, formerly with WEAN, 
Providence, and David Adams, 
Brown University graduate and for- 
mer member of the television de- 
|partment of NBC. 
| Jefferson Borden, John Perry, Bar- 
ton Albert and Charles Hayman. 


Daily Is Well-Licensed 


Milwaukee, April 29. 

Extent of The Milwaukee Journal’s 
radio activities may be gauged by the 
fact that it has FCC licenses for eight 
stations. Starts with the regular AM 
station, WTMJ. 

To recently commercialized FM 
, Station W55M, the newspaper adds 





licenses for a_ television: station, 

WS9XMJ, being constructed ‘this year, 

and for five short wave relay ste- 

WEIN, WEIP, WEIO, WJER 

1 WAHB, operated as part of the 
regular program service 


| Marquette’s Radio Studios 


Milwaukee, April 29. 


Indicative of the growing im- 
portance of Marquette University 
faculty attaches to radio is the es- 
ltablishment of a fully equipped 
| campus studio in the School of 
iSpeech building. Here will orig- 
inate a half hour broadcast by 
| WTMJ every Saturday, the program 
|being made up of original radio 
| plays written, directed and acted by 
| students, interviews with  the| 
faculty and a resume of varsity 
news. 
| Aim is. not only publicity for 


| Marquette but development of ft 


| ture professional radio talent. 


Network | 


Engineers are | 


| 


Some Possibility Armament Burdens 
May Usher in Radio Gross Tax 





Washington, April 29. 
Dat Ol’ radio tax Debbil is prowl- 
ing around the Capitol now that 





| the problem of finding billions more 


| of revenue to help the Treasury cut 
down next year’s Federal deficit and 
help meet the costs of the extraor- 
dinary defense program. Nothing 
has been said publicly but the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
has taken up the suggestion of a 
special levy on broadcasters’ re- 
ceipts. 

The Treasury Department was re- 
vealed to have given some consid- 
eration to such an idea as is being 
plugged by the printing trades as a 
means of limiting radio advertising 
Assistant Secretary John L. Sullivan 
admitted that behind closed doors 
last week. 

Question whether in canvassing 
the field for every possible additional 
dollar of taxes the radio industry 
had been given a thought was tossed 
at Sullivan during the confidential 
discussion of fiscal headaches. Sul- 
livan confessed there has been some 
talk, but said no conclusions have 
been reached because there are 
many angles. Still, he agreed a levy 
on gross revenue of radio stations 
and networks would yield a hand- 
some total and added an opinion 
that it probably would be framed so 
it would not be especially harmful 

A report on the possible revenues 
from such a tax was asked and 
promised, without any talk of the 
rates which might be imposed. 
Figures given the House Appropria- 
tions Committee some months ago 
showed a possible take of $15,000,- 
| 000 to $18,000,000 annually. This is 
| the guess of the printing trades, 
| based on 1939 financial reports to 
| the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. ° 


Exempt Low Watters 





The 
American Federation of Labor crafts 
| embodies exemptions for the little 
| stations. By starting with stations 
receipts are more than ample to meet 
their stated operating expenses 


sist. A scale of 10% on everything 
from $50,000 to $500,000 would not 


on all admissions tickets from 20c 


|up, the argument goes. And the 


Congress has begun wrestling with | 


| 25% bite on anything over $500,000 
fits in with the idea of soaking the 
| rich, which Congress likes to do. 
Real danger, as far as radio is 
concerned, lies in the way the House 
group writes tax bills. After send- 
|ing up an assortment of trial bal- 
_loons and seeing many of them shot 
,down immediately, ‘the legislators 
| customarily retire to their sanction 
and begin drawing on their inge- 
nuity for other possibilities which 
| weren't even mentioned at public 
| hearings. What comes out of the 
, executive sessions usually is vastly 
different from the indicated sched- 
ule of taxes at the outset. So far, 
| since nobody publicly has recom- 
| mended a special radio levy, the in- 
| dustry cannot very well appear to 
protest; that would be inviting 
| trouble, At the same time, it is de- 
finitely being ogled as a possible 
object of a ‘painless tax’ that would 
bring in badly-needed revenue. 


BOB HOPE SUB 
STILL NOT SET 





Lord & Thomas is still dickering 
for a show to take Bob Hope’s place 
on the NBC-red for the summer. 
Agency's main interest is a script 
held by a Hollywood literary agent, 
As yet it has no title for the com- 
edy drama, nor a name to head the 
cast. 

Hope does his last broadcast for 
the current season June 17. 








idea put forward by the) 


having a yearly gross income of | knee and some other strains. 
$50,000, only the big fellows whose /| Partridge, of the publicity staff, rid- 


r 2 P ° s 
| ing with Dorsey received minor in- 


would be nicked, the laborites in- | 


be out of line with the levy of 10% | 


Claude Dorsey Injured 





Kansas City, April 29. 
Claude Dorsey, KMBC newcaster, 


| hospitalized as result of an automo- 


bile accident last week. 
Suffered torn ligaments of the 
Dave 


juries. Partridge returned to work 
following day. 

John Cameron Swayzee is filling in 
Dorsey’s shift as well as his own 
regular newscasts in the interim. 
Dorsey is scheduled to be bed-bound 
‘for another week or ten days. 
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Our town always has 


into being. 


colored eggs in two of 


SEVEN THOUSAND 
search for the hidden 


This is the third year 


thing to the civic life 
believe it should offer 


something there! 





—_— 





WE 
LAID SOME EGGS 


and we ve proud of it: 


tree. Puts on a Fourth of July celebration 
second to none. And, when we had the idea 
something should be done about Easter, the 
now-famed Annual Easter Egg Hunt came 


Before crack of dawn on the eve of Easter, 
our staff was out hiding thousands of gaily- 


Not long after, the happy youngsters began to 
assemble — a thousand, two, 


ducted and broadcast by WGAR, Cleveland’s 
Friendly Station. The third year of sponsorship 
by the Kroger Grocery & Baking Company. 


We believe that a radio station owes some- 


simply time on the air. Judging by our loyal 
audience and the growing preference of ad- 
vertisers for WGAR as their Number One 
choice in Northern Ohio— we must have 





a big municipal Xmas 


Cleveland's city parks. 


three, five, 
EGG-VENTURERS to. 
‘““hard-boileds.”’ 


the event has been con- 


of its community. We 
advertisers more than 











ont tie a an 











50 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 30, 191] 





CBS Staff Takes Over Scripts For 


Ontario (Ned Sparks) Program 








Columbia’s program department 
has stepped in on the preparation of, 
fhe Ned Sparks show which the) 
Ontario Travel and Publicity Bureau | 
carries on that network Sunday af- | 
ternoons. Initial move the CBS de-| 
partment made after the initial 
broadcast (20) was to bring in Aji 
Lewis and Hank Garson, comedy 
writing team, to punch up the series’ | 
scripts. | 

Sparks wrote the initial script and 
Columbia programmers suggested) 
that it lacked surefire touch for | 
American listeners and that it might 
be advisable for the Ontario setup | 
to send on the scripts to New York 
for extra treatment. It is figured 
that CBS’ next move will be to dis- 
patch a staff producer to Toronto, 
the program's originating point, to 
lend Sparks a hand in whipping the 
thing together. 





Ken Stowman, WCAU Phildelphia 
publicity director, teaching at Tem- 
ple University ‘principles of radio’, 


+ 
vv 


Spears Manages Clauser 


Cincinnati, April 29. 

John C. Spears, for the last two 
years in charge of publicity, adver- 
tising and road show bookings for 
the WLW artists bureau, has re- 
signed to take over personal man- 
agement, bookings and publicity for 
Al Clauser and his Oklahoma Out- 
laws, cowboy band currently heard 
over WCKY, local CBS outlet. 

He'll maintain offices at WCKY. 

WCKY Opens at 5 A.M. 
Cincinnati, April 29. 

Starting Monday (28), WCKY ad- 
vaneed its week-day kick-off 45 
minutes to 5 a.m. EST, for its ear- 
liest regular eye-opener end a half- 
hour aheacw of WLW, also a 50,000- 
watter. Hillbilly platters are aired 
45 minutes as a warm-up for 
WCKY’s rural combo, Al Clauser 
and His Oklahoma Outlaws, which 
continues in the Hot Coffee period, 
5:45 to 7 a.m. 





WOR SUBSIDIZES STAFF 


_ BRAINCHILDREN WITH $ 


bers of the staff. Any ideas used 
| will bring a bonus of between $5 and 


$25. Suggestions may cover program 
or production ideas, slogans, more 


efficient office or business methods, 
etc.. and may be offered by any em- 
ployee of the station, except that 
members of the program, special 
features or publicity departments 
may not receive awards for progiam 
ideas. 

At the end of each half-year first, 
, second and third grand prizes of $75, 


A 


$50 and $25 will be given 


/ individual suggestions during 
period. Also, if any suggestion 
proves in operation to be more val- 
uable than at first estimated the 
original bonus may be adjusted. All 
ideas are to be submitted in writing, 


Management of WOR, New York, | © 
is soliciting ‘suggestions’ from mem-_| 


' Angeles 
to those | 


that. 


in sealed envelopes, to the Sugges- | 


tion Committee, composed of J. R. 
Poppele, chief engineer; 
Creamer, sates promotion head, and 
Julius Seebach, Jr., program director, 
Special forms for the submission of 
suggestions have been distributed to 
the staff. 


Joseph | 
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. Radio Daffodils . 
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Washington—Quote: ‘Radio news reporters all say ‘quote’ but only one 


reporter always says ‘unquote’, 


Unquote. 


How are we to know what the quot 
is if the reporters do not say ‘unquote’? 


tation 
Issue an order and enforce it.’ 


This is the latest headache of the Federal Communications Commission 
° ’ 
which is constantly bumping its head on problems sent in by the radio 


public. 


quite stern about it. 


Above request was received from a California listener who was 


Other sticklers received during the week include: (Quote) ‘A Houston 
resident objects to news rebroadcasts from Berlin as propaganda: a Los 


resident objects to 


ground.’ (Unquote.) 


rebroadeasts from London on 


the same 


Washington.—Ultimate in service was demanded last week from WJSV 
A listener to John Charles Daly’s quiz program, ‘Magic Carpet,’ called the 


studio and requested ‘one of those magic carpets,’ toot-sweet. 


Attempts of 


the management to explain that they could not furnish the article failed 


to convince the lady. 


Even after it was explained that magic carpets had 


not been available or in use since the Arabian Nights era. 


Philadelphia—Buck privates who have a yen to tell their sergeants 
where to head in will get their chance on a program skedded to start Satur. 


day (3) by WCAU. 
Division). 
A squad of four bucks and four 


Broadcast will originate in Indiantown Gap, Pa. (28th 
It's called ‘The Old Army Game’ and works this way: 


non-coms is chosen. Each buck will 


order his opposing three-striper to do whatever »ops into his mind, in the 
| manner of the ‘Truth and Consequences’ game. 





Se 


_ 








coneerning SPOTS 


They’re serious business. And that’s why pick- 
ing the right station in the right market for 
national spot advertising is so important. WEE! 
is the only station that knits Boston and 190 
other New England communities into a single, 


easily-sold market. In this rich area WEEI 


produces so successfully that, during the March 


period of 1941, WEEI’s net income from the 


sale of station time for national spot advertis- 


Radio Sales concerning spots, 


ing increased 34% over that for the same period 
of last year. For actual sales results in New 


England national advertisers consult WEEI or 


WEEI * CBS IN BOSTON 
Operated by CBS. Represented by Radio Sales / ® 





7% 
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BLUE PLANNING 
HOUR OF KID 
PROGRAMS 


Chicago, April 29. 
The NBC-Blue network is going 
ahead with plans for a full hour of 





children’s shows as a_ business-get- 
ting magnet for the coming radio 
season. Plan will take the 5-6 p.m. 
slice of NBC-Blue time and devote 
it exclusively to kid programs. One- 
|fourth of this period is already set 
for the Ralston’s ‘Tom Mix’ show, 


and it is likely that 
hour will be taken 
Mills for its pending 
children’s show, 


another quarter- 
up by General 
‘Treasure Island’ 


Remainder of the time, if not sold 
for children’s programming, will be 
devoted to sustainers for the child- 
ren by NBC. And should these com- 





mercials drop off the ether for the 
summer—which is likely—NBC 
would keep the session going along 
with its own kid shows so as to hold 
the youngsters’ loyalty until the 
commercials return the following 


season 


Third for Charlotte 


Charlotte, April 29 


Autho for a third radio 
| station fo. Charlotte has been 
grented by the Federal Communica- 
|} tions Commission. The station, to be 


operated on 610 kilocycles, will have 
power of one kilowatt with unlimited 
operating time. It’s owned 
|v lle News-Piedmont (also 
| tion WFBC of that city). 

Other Charlotte stations are WBT, 
| 50,000-watt southern key station for 
!CBS, and WSOC, locally owned NBC 


by Green- 


own la- 


| affiliate 
ee 
| WSTV Now Full Time 
Steubenville, O., April 29 
Grant of full-time vperation s 
een receive f t} F< 
WSTY, lo I Y it S 
tion \ 1 r off the 
17:15 to 8:45 p.m. Tuesd 
Thu ( 1 fro 4:30 Q) 
p.m. S lay Those e 
used by WSAJ, te ( € 
‘itv (Pa.) college. 
WSTV’s regular schedule will! 
be from 7 a.m 


to 1 a.m. daily 


LOCAL SPONSOR 12 YEARS 

Ft. Wayne, April 29. 
Perfection Biscuit Co. has signed 
' for its 12th consecutive year of radio 
advertising. Firm is currently spon- 
soring. a 10-minute news program 
six days a week on WGL. 

Vicki Harris, WOWO-WGL femi- 
nine newscaster, has been set in a 
new series of programs sponsored by 
Troy Dry Cleaning Co. Broadcasts 
consist of five-minute shots of Hol- 
lywood news twice weekly on WGL. 





Edward Flynn of the Leighton & 





Nelson agency, Schenectady, and 
' Sally Martin, of WABY-WOKO, Al- 
bany, have announced they'll wed 
June 14. 
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SULLIVAN 
with Will Bradley Orch, 
Gerard, Lynne Gardner, 
Allen, Harry Von Zell 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
Sunday, 6-6:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York | 


(Young & Rubicam) 

This summer replacement for the 
Silver Theatre (dramatic show) is a 
variety entertainment headed by the 
N. Y. Daily News’ Broadway column- 
ist, Ed Sullivan. It’s a variation <n 
the ‘new faces’ theme and shapes up 
as acceptable light summer fare 
topped by Sullivan’s chatter about 
Hollywood and Broadway, in order 


Adele 
Terry 


named. 

The gossip is divided into sessions, 
which is a good idea. Emceeing is by 
Sullivan. Harry Von Zell is confined 
to the straight commercials. 


Will Bradley’s upcoming crack 
band, with Ray McKinley featured, 
faly within the scope of the pro- 
gram’s ‘new faces’ theme. There's 
emphasis on the band’s jukebox and | 
disk popularity. Swing harpiste | 
Adele Girard, handling ‘Intermezzo’ | 
as her major specialty, was in like | 
category. Lynne Gardner and Terry | 
Allen, regular vocalists with the 
Bradley-McKinley band, will con- 
tinue, but Miss Girard was a one- 
timer. Latter, incidentally, was given 
a personal profile buildup ase a 
young mother of a_ lovely child. 
Her novitiate with her husband’s , 
dance band and her background as 
the daughter of a concertmaster in 
Sousa’s band and an operatic mother 
was mentioned. Presumably this 
kind of copy is intended as homey | 
stuff for the Sabbath diners-in. 


Sullivan, no novice at _ confer- 
enciering, is by now of professional 
mien and manner at the mike. His 
address is authoritative and _ his'| 
Coast and Broadway chitchat of gen- | 
eral interest. 

Bradley’s band wisely leans to} 
melodic excerpts instead of killer-| 
dillers, only sizzling off with ‘Beat | 
Me Daddy Eight to the Bar’ as the} 
major bounce barrage; for the rest it | 
veered to ‘Amanpola,’ ‘What Do You) 
Do With Your Heart?’, ‘You Walked 
By’ and kindred foxtrot balladeering. | 
Featured drum*.er Ray McKinley 
only got a couple of opportunities 
with his stick work. 

George McGarrett produces half- 
hour variety frolic. Okay for sound. 

Abel. 





| by 


Wilson as Rambeau N.Y. Rep 


William M. Wilson has been pro- 
moted by William G. Rambeau as 
manager of his New York Office. 

Wilson’s predecessor, Roy Shults, 
has gone with International Radio 
Sales. 














VACATION 
SHOWPLACE 


FOR SALE 


Will sacrifice beautiful Thou- 
sand Islands, N. Y., Estate 
Convenient terms. 


BOX 291 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 














24 HOURS 
A DAY 
EVERY 

DAY 


Blair 
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‘WORLD WITHIN REACH’ 


With Helen Dycer, Patricia Doebler, 
Paul Knopp, Lyle Burt, John 
O’Hara, Al Morris, Dick Kirk, Al 
Weisberg, Art Williams, Hal Wein- 
stein, Betty Evans, 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

KOL, Seattle. 

This weekly dramatic program, 
written, directed and produced by 
Alice Emel, of the University of 
Washington drama_ school, with 
characters portrayed by members 
of the U’s Cempus Radio Players, 
did an adaption of Michael Foster’s 
novel ‘The American Dream’ on the 


night heard. The group. shows 
talent and direction and sound ef- 
fects were handled with a profes- 


sional touch. 

Miss Emel’s adaption dramatized 
the portion of the book up to the 
separetion of Captain Thrall and the 
emancipated Joanna, with a _ nice 
feeling for contrast, showing good 
dramatic unity in the selection of 
scenes afforded in the half hour. 
Lines were fumbled 8 few times, but 
each character was clearly recogniza- 
ble with ¢é 
ligibility and unhammy 
reached throughout. Helen Dycer, 
as Joanna, has an attractive and dis- 
tinctive voice. 

Program is put on by U. of W. 
drama school and Seattle Public Li- 
brary and cerries a plug for the use 
of the library’s facilities. Reed. 





MAURICE C. DREICER 
‘Ghost Stories’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 11:15 p.m. 
WHOM, Jersey City 

Maurice C. Dreicer, who has liter- 
ally conceived and aired several 
dozen different ‘idea’ programs on 
various New York stations within 
the last year (he brain-sired and has 
a piece of ‘Where Are You From?”’, 
with Dr. Henry Lee Smith), recently 
launched this series on 
Jersey City. He had to discontinue 
it last week when he went away for 
a rest, but plans to resume it when 


he returns. It’s worth resuming, for | 


it has distinct possibilities, but with 
all of Dreicer’s other concurrent 
stanzas, it adds just that much more 
to a physique-crushing routine. 

As heard Wednesday (23) night. 
the show offers straight reading of 
spine-chilling supernatural yarns. 
In this ease it was ‘Maxim’s Master,’ 
Ambrose Bierce, a_ not-too- 
credible concoction about a scientist 
who creates a chess-playing robot 
which finally rebels against being 
check-mated and __ strangles his 
master. Naturally there is a terrible 
thunderstorm at the time. There’s 
obviously a large market for 


shudder-fables, particularly at this | 
{hour of the night. 


straight narration job, they involve 
negligible production expense. 
Dreicer has a_ tendency 
kilocycle-gnawing, but otherwise the 
show is a natural. Hobe. 





WOW’s Sponsored Races 


Omaha, April 29. 

Falstaff Brewing (Omaha plant) 
will sponsor WOW broadcast the 
Ak-Sar-Ben races May 27 to July 5. 
Tentative schedule which is subject 
to fluctuations, will cover the feat- 
ure race every day. 

WOW is now airing spot an- 
nouncements described as compiete 
one-minute musical comedies for 
Schulze Butter Nut bread. These 
capsulated announcements’ repre- 
senting something entirely new, 
were evolved by R. J. Potts & Co 
Kansas City, in charge of the ac- 
count. Jane Rodgers wrote group 
of singing spots. Straight spoken 
commercials combined with these 
verses. Recordings made in Holly- 
wood. 
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Edgar Lee Masters guested Thurs- 
day (24) on ‘Against the Storm.’ 
playing himself and reading some of 
his poems before Prof. Allen’s class 
in English literature. It was the first 
of several such appearances by the 
poet on the show. Masters read sev- 
eral of his ‘Spoon River’ verses, 
answered a few questions and re- 
lated a couple of capsule anecdotes. 
If any serial can get away with it, 
‘Against the Storm’ is that one. But 
regardless of that, Masters is a 
distinct, colorful air personality, as 
well as a name in American letters. 
His appearance on the show was 
skillfully worked into the script, 
with the air of informality admirably 
retained. Use of applause by the 
classroom students was the only 
dubious phase of the production. 





Leopold Stokowski did a spectdcu- 
lar stunt program last week when he 
aired 30 minutes of his rehearsal of 
the NYA orchestra over WNYC, 
New York. Only a Stoki would have 
the audacity to attempt such a 
broadcast and only he would have 
the poise and showmanship to bring 
it off successfully. Composition be- 
ing rehearsed was the fourth move- 
ment of the Brahms first symphony. 
Being a highly melodie portion of 
one of the best known of all sym- 


| phonic works, it made ideal material 


WHOM, | 


for such a broadcast. 
Stoki guided the 


However, 
young musicians 


as 


through the piece, it took on a new | 


and fasginating character. Obviously 
on his best benign behavior for the 
radio» eavesdroppers, the conductor 
was kindly, yet exacting and, also 
for the listeners, was careful to 
clarify the intent and flavor of the 
music. It not only provided a stimu- 
lating and illuminating show, but 
suggested a fertile new program 
idea. However, possibly only in a 
Stokowski’s hands could such a 
broadcast be a click. For he is not 
only a great musician—he is also a 
personality and an intuitive show- 
man, 





Vera Gilmer, whose photogenic 
blondeness adorns the current Life 
mag cover, sings with Matty Mal- 
neck’s ultra-modern band at the 
Rainbow Room, New York, from 
whence she was heard Monday night 
on a regular NBC pickup from the 
Rockefeller nitery. Miss Gilmer is 
still a looker if no killer as a vocal- 
ist although not worse than many 


| another femme chirper with some of 


| vanced with his 


the other bands. 
other hand, is by 


Malneck, on the 
contrast, so ad- 
rhythmic versions 


| of the classics that perhaps it makes 


Moreover, as a} 
| sustainer serial out of WGR, Buffalo, 


toward | 


the contrast the more striking. 


‘ll Find My Way,’ Mutual 
has not maintained the promise of 
its early chapters. Wednesday’s (23) 
edition was hyper-melodramatic and 


painfully repetitious. As the heroine | 


| waited outside to see if her surgeon- 


sweetheart could save her injured | 
brother’s life, she wrung her hands | 
and the listener’s patience with | 
labored histrionic-hysterics. Mean- | 
while, the faithful old printer from 
her newspaper plant babbled on | 
with some of the most tiresome | 
bromides ever sprayed over the} 
ozone. Apparently on the outmoded 
serial scripting theory that every- | 
thing should be said at least twice so 
it won’t be iost in a slammed re- 
frigerator door, every speech was | 
repeated three and four times—and | 
in virtually the same words. Whole 
stanza was played. in a single locale, 
though with a couple of time-lapses. | 


‘Right to Happiness,’ as heard 
Wednesday (23) was an over-intense 
drama about everyday doings of 
everyday people. Chapter was in 


two takes, the first a cliche-studded 
love scene between the boy and girl, 
the second a between the 
latter and what seemed to be her 
room-mate. Direction and playing 
were rather pliant. Procter & 
Gamble’s plug for Crisco was brief, 
but the spiel about cash prizes for 
jingles was interminable. 


‘The Bartons,’ sustaining serial on 


i NBC blue (WJZ) out of Chicago, is 
| the revised stanza formerly titled 

‘The Story of Bud Barton.” It’s a 
| much-improved how Caught 


| hold 





Wednesday (23), it related the minor 
crisis injected into the Barton house- 
by Midge’s young beau, ap- 


parently a copy-boy and would-be 


| journalist-novelist who comes to the 


artons too early in the day, talks 
too much and stays too late. It’s ail 
folksy family stuff, with an amusing 
comedy flavor, shrewd character 
drawing, clear story line and good 
pacing. In other words, expert 
writing; much superior to most of 
the sponsored serials on the air. 
Incidentally, NBC is still mis-billing 
it as a children’s program. It’s 
thoroughly adult. 





‘Mail From Constituents,’ an eve- 
ning broadcast by senators and rep- 
resentatives, from Washington over 
NBC blue, had a good title aid a 


promising idea for a regular pro- 
gram. However, in the unfolding, 
participants did too much stump 
speaking and too much _ obvious 


script-reading. Royce Powell of the 
Committee of Americans, was emcee. 
He, too. made the shot seem rather 


| and 


| pace, 


'‘The CA .LAGHAN TOUCH’ 


| With Jack Livesey, Betty Hardy, 

| Macdonald Parke, Lydie Sher-| 

wood, Thea Holme, James Mc- 
Kechnie 

20 Mins. 


Thursday, 8 p. m. 
BBC, London 


Super-sleuth is latest entry to the 
whodunit urge now frequently hit- 
ting BBC. It’s a tightly framed af- 
fair from Peter Cheyney, who scripts 
this kind of thing in between bouts 
of thinking. As listener fodder it’s 
grade A stuff for radio, asks little in 
the way of concentration while sup- 
plying a return of very listenable 
entertainment to lovers of the ¢ 
bonair in thrills. 

Hero Callaghan takes the folks 
along on one crime per week. He 
may have not so much to work on, 
but what there is comes over with 
commendable punch. At this opener 
(3) he successfully ripped the cloak 
from a scarlet woman when the bad- 
|die would frame her ward on theft 
|of a diamond necklace. 
| Story moved with nice pace, crisp 


‘dialog sustained that effect, and 
playing provided all the support 
needed. Piece has been given the 


better class performers in BBC Rep- 
ertory Company, and benefits by that 
attention. Macdonald Parke holds 
down comedy stuff as Callaghan’s as- 
| sistant; he has little to .do but sup- 
|ply the occasional wise-crack, and 
handles the assignment effectively. 
Characterization is being plugged as 
Canadian. Livesey’s reading as the 
sleuth is punchy. 


Script itself has quite enough pace; | 


players can afford to take it easy. 


stiff, slow and oratorical. Questions 
sounded ‘leading’ and they did not 
flow freely. Several awkward pauses 
and at least one re-reading of an 
interrogation already answered were 
noticeable. 

If proceedings were handled more 
informally and comments by mem- 
bers of Congress 
while full play were given to con- 
| stituents’ letters, result from listen- 
ers’ viewpoint would be better. The 
reading of communications on con- | 
voying, defense strikes, St. Lawrence | 
| development, is an idea worth de- | 
veloping. Although danger of ‘load- 
ing’ is easily imagined. If someone 
with a sense of showmanship were | 
permitted to do a little winnowing, 
a series of brisk, provocative broad- 

casts might be bagged. 





Edmund Taylor was the second of 
the personages talk-guided on NBC 
by Rex Stout on behalf of the Coun- 
cil of Democracy. Taylor proved a 
secky speaker, with a lot of plain 
speaking about Nazi use of terror 
defeatism as weapons for its 
own advantage. A year ago such a 
talk would have been a _ sensation. | 
Today it is just a little franker than 
the average. Stout is also emerging | 
as one of the latter-day personalities 
in the post-lendlease era. 





Sammy Kaye’s poetic readings on 
his Sunday midday dansants, on 
NBC hookup, are a neat change of 
They blend quite smoothly 
into the swing-and-sway stylist’s 
program. Coming on a Sabbath, the 
classical poetic interludes, well re- 
cited by maestro Kaye, against an 
appropriate musical background, is a 
class departure, with'a capital K. 





Leon Keller’s stringophonic music 
from the Hotel Bismarck (Chi) on 
WOR is very listenable stuff Sunday 
nights. 

Dick Gilbert (now night manager 
of WOV, New York), is doing two 
daily sessions. The 5-6 p.m. Latin | 
dansapation daily, and the two an 
a half hours later in the evening 
(pop stuff) is more than the usual 
platter chatter. He has created a 
style of singing with the disks, skill- | 
fully blending his own voice against 
the instrumental passages. ' 


were curtailed, | 


‘YOUNG AMERICA ASKS’ 
30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 10:15 a.m. 


| WOR, New York 


Originating at Newark Academy 
and heard locally over WOR, New 
York, ‘Young America Asks’ is somee 
thing along the lines of ‘Town Meet- 
ing of the Air’ or WOR-Mutual’s 
‘American Forum of the Air.’ Howe 
ever, it’s'an inferior edition. 

For each Friday morning’s proe 
gram a guest speaker, the diplomatie 
representative of some foreign coune- 
try, answers questions submitted by 
students of Newark Academy and a 
few visiting pupils from other near- 
by New Jersey schools. What might 
provide provocative material is 
made innocuous by having the whole 
thing prepared in advance. All stu- 
dents about to ask questions are ane 
nounced by name, then stand up and 
| obviously read their queries. 

Naturally, nothing combustible ig 
permitted, so the entire affair bee 
comes classroomish and stilted. On 
the program heard Friday (25) the 
guest was Dr. Yictor Ner, Swiss 
consul general in the U. S. Hobe. 





H. E. JAMISON 

|‘Armehair Cruises’ 

15 Mins.-Regional 

| FISHER FLOURING MILLS 
Tues day-Friday, 8:15 p.m. 
KOMO, Seattle. 


the bass part of Mendelssohn's 
|‘Fingal’s Czeve sets the right mood 


_ |for these tales of the sea, ships and 


Sailors, and Jamison’s yarn-spinning 
style sails elong shipshape. Old tale 
of sailor rescue from raft on the 
| Caribbean, who picks up his rescuer, 
a Swedish captain in the Atlantic 
'years later made a story that held 
\interest throughout the program 
‘ caught. 

Jamison also reeds the commer- 
cials which are toned down to blend 
with the program, and his salty style 
and leisurely manner is a welcome 
change from strident news flashes 








of the day’s disasters. Reed. 
Billboard 
Alnnual Radio Publicity 
and 
Qxploitation F{wards 
In recognition of outstanding achievement 


im radio publicity and exploitation according 
to selections made by the E ditorial Staff 
of Ghe Billboard and radio editors of daily 
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David © Alber 
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DAVID O. ALBER 
ASSOCIATES 
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WJSV, Washington —6: 
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Exclusive 


ARTHUR GODFREY 


“The Friendliest Voice on the Air” 
THIRD YEAR RUNNING FOR | 
IRRADIATED CARNATION MILK | 


Coast-to-Coast by Transcription 


— 


one ae 
Otherwise Unemployed 
_ yon 


— K —— 


ARTHUR M. GODFREY PRODUCTIONS — 


808 Earle Building, 
Metropolitan 3200 





to 7:45 A.M. EDST Daily 


45-9:00 A.M. EST Daily 





WABC Participation 
WJSV Participation 
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Washington, D. C. 
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Columbus, April 29. 


Herewith are revised and added meetings to be held next week 
i. +. dena ' ' : : 
(May 5 and 7) at the Institute for Education bv Radio, conducted 


by Ohio State University at the Deshler-Wallick hotel, Columbus. 


MONDAY MORNING 
Radio in the Present Emergency—A Town Meeting Discussion. 
Participants 
George \ 


Denny, Jr., president, The Town Hall, In Moderator, 
Ed Kirby, Office of the Chiet of Staff, United States Army 
Robert Landry, Radio Editor, VARIETY 


Clifton Utley, Chicago Council on 
Discussion from the floor. 


Foreign Relations. 


Announcement of awards for the Fifth American Exhibition of Record- 


ings of Educational Radio Programs. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


Agricultural Broadcasts 


Chairman, John C. Baker, Radio Extension Specialist, United States 


Department of Agriculture. 


Participants: 
Gertrude Dieken. Iowa State College. 
Cc. M. Exst, New Albany, Indiana 
Mrs. Alene Hazard, WHA, University of Wisconsin, 
Woodrow Hattic, WWL, New Orleans. 
tichard B. Hull, Minnesota Extension Service, St. Paul. 


G. Emerson Markham, 
Arthur G. Page, WLS, 
Morse Salisbury, U. S. 


General 
Chicago 
Department of Ag 


Electric Co 


culture, 

Broadcasting by National Organizations 
Chairman, Charles Dillon, in charge of radio, American Red Cross, 
Participants: 


W. W. Bauer, American Medica Association, 

W. H. Cameron, National Safety Council 

Mrs. W. R. Cavanaugh, National PTA Congress, 

Gloria Chandler, Association of Juntor Leagues of America, 


Vera EFikel, National Girl Scouts 

Belmont Farley, National Education Association, 

John D. Fitzgerald, National Association of Manufacturers, 

Henriette K. Harrison, National YMCA Council, 

G. W. Johnstone. President s Birthday Celebration. 

Edward McGrail, American Legion. 

Laurance D. Redway, New York State 

Mary M. Robert, American Nurses’ Association. 

Bent Taylor, Community Chests and Councils, Ine, 
Educational Broadcasting for Adults 


Medical Society. 


Chairman, Joseph Ries, director, Public Service Programs, Station WLW, 


Cincinnati. 
Participants: 
Josephine Smith Horchow, Western College Club, Columbus. 
Herschel W. Nisonger, Ohio State University 


Children’s Programs 


Chairman, Dorothy Lewis, vice-chairman, Radio Council on Children’s 


Programs. 
Participants: 
Mildred Batchelder, American Library Association, Chicago. 
John S. Carlile, director of Radio Activities. University of Alabama, 


Marjorie Cooney, Station WSM, 
Louis Cowan, Chicago. 
Margaret Cuthbert, dire« 


Nashville, 


tor of Women’s Activities, National Broadcasting Company. 


Mrs. Ralph T. Edwards, editor. Purents Magazine. 

Vera Ejikel, radio chairman, National Girl Scouts, 

Dorothy Frost, Seattle Public Schools. 

Earl J. Glade, Salt Lake City. 

H. Clay Harshbarger, Department of Speech Arts, State University of Iowa, 
Herta Herzog, Office of Radio Research, New York City. 

Harriet Hester, educational director, Station WLS, Chicago. 

Mrs. Lowell F, Hobart, president-general, National Society New England Women, 


Cincinnati. 
Rita Hockheimer, New York City Public 
Hazel Kenyon, Portland Public Schcols. 
Paul F. Lazarsfeld, director, Office of 
Howard FE. 


Schools, 


tadio Research, New York City. 
LeSourd, dean of Gracuate School,. Boston University. 


Jessica MacFarland, Station WMBD, Peoria, Illinois. 

Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, president, National Council of Women. 

Mrs. Bryan L. Mitchell, Wilme*te, Illinois. 

Frank Monaghan, Yale University. 

Mrs. George Palmer, Radio Council, Minneapolis 

Jennings Pierce, educational directur, National Broadcasting Co., San Francisco. 
Mrs. A. W. Proetz, Gardner Advertising Agency, St. Louis. 

Arthfur Pryor, Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, Inc,, New York City, 

Mrs. Knox Reeves. Knox Reeve Agency, Minneapolis. 

Joseph Ries, director, Public Service Programs. Station WLW, Cincinnatf, 
Howard Rowland, research associate, Evaluation of School Broadcasts, 

Lavinia Schwartz, midwestern educational director, Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Mrs. Nathaniel Singer, United Parents Association, New York City. 


Margaret 
Dorothy 


Stoddard, Cedar Rapids, lowa., 
McFadden, Junior Programs, Inc. 


Broadcasts in Religious Education 


Chairman, James H. Scull, publicity manager, the National Conference 


ef Christians and Jews. 
Participants: 


Gilbert Harrison, University of Religious Conference. 


Barnet R. Brickner, Euclid Aveoue Temple, Cleveland, 
Edward J. Heffron, National Council of Catholic Men, 
H. B. Summers, NBC, New York. 

Sterling Fisher. CBS, New York 


Frank Nelson, 
Roy Burkhart, 


Bureau of Institutional Broadcasting. 
First Community Church, Columbus, 


Research in Educational Broadcasting 


Ohlo. 


Chairman, A. L. Chapman, director, Bureau of Research in Education by 


Radio, University of Texas, Austin. 
Participants: 


Elithe Hamilton Beal, University of Texas, Austin. 
H. M. Beville, research manager, National Broadcasting Company, 
H. L. Ewbank, Department of Speech, University of Wisconsin, 


H. C. Harshbarger, Department of Speech Arts, State University of Iowa. 
Robert B. Hudson, director, Rocky Mountain Council, Denyer. 

Paul F. Lazarsfeld, director, Office of Radio Research, New York City. 
Howard Lumpkin, director of broadcasting, University of Texas, Austin. 
Mrs. Bryan L. Mitchell, Wilmette, Illinois. 

Leonhard Power, coordinator of research, Federal Radio Education Committee, 
Seerley Reid, Evaljuation of School Broadcasts, 

Edgar Willis, Detroit Public School 
Norman Woelfel, associate director, 
« E. Hooper, ¢ E. Hooper, In 


Evaluation of School Broadcasts. 





CBS research director, 
manager, CAB. 


MONDAY NIGHT 
Women’s Organizations 
Presiding Jessie F. Magee, Radio Council of Greater Cleveland. 
Participants 


Frank St 
A. W. Lehman, 


nr< 
inton, 


Glo Chandler, A iation of Junior Leagues of America, 

Mrs. Ralph W. Hoffman, Columbus Radio Council, 

Mrs. J. R. Inman, Federation of Women's Clubs of Greater Cleveland. 
Mrs. Tracy LaCost, Ohio Congress of Parents and Teachers, 

M Frederick T. MeGuire, Jr.. Clevelara Junior League, 

Mr Harold V. Milligan, National Council of Women, 

Mrs. Lawrence Smith, American Legion Auxiliary. 

Mr Keith Weigle, Ohio Congress of Parents and Teachers, 

Robert S, Stephan, radio editor, Cleveland Plain Dealer, 


Advertising Agencies 
Presiding, Arthur Pryor, BBD&O, Inc., New York. 
Farm Editors of Radio Stations 
Presiding, John F. Merrifield 
Louisville. 
Participants: 


Bill Prance, Station WSB, Atlanta 
Arthur C. Page, Station WLS, Ch cago 
Emerson C. Markham, Station WGY, Schenectady, 


Radio Councils 





| Statesville, N.C, to File 


agricultural coordinator, Station WHAS, 


Presiding, Robert Hudson, director, Rocky Mountain Radio Council, 


Denver. 
Participants: 
Genevieve Allen, 
Boyd F, Baldwin, 


Council. 
broadcasting. 
Board of Education, 


Western Massachusetts Radio 
Montana Council on Civie 
William H. Bowen, Jr., Virginia State 
A. L. Chapman, Texas Radio Cotncil, 
James D. Finn, Colorado State College of Education. 

Ruth L. Goodnough. National Committee on Education by Radib. 
H. R. Heck, Qklahoma Radio Council, 

Harrison Holliway, KFI-KECA, Los Angeles, 

Harold W, Kent, Chicage Radio Council. 

Hazel Kenyon. Portland Public Schools. 

Dorothy Lewis, Radio Counci' on Children’s Programas. 


Jennings Vierce, California Redic Council, 
Leonard Power, FREC, 

Burton Paulu, WLB, Minneapolis 

Thomas D. Rishworth, NBC 

Luke Roberts, KOIN-KALE, Portland, 


Ralph E, Stettle, Louisiana Stat- University. 


TUESDAY MORNING 
Radio and Cultural Relations with the Americas 


Hox’ Radio Can Improve Cultural Relations: 
Needs in Inter-American Broadcasting: 


and literary critic. 
Developments in Short-Wave Broadcasts to the Americas: 
Philip L. Barbour, 
between the American Republics. 
Short-Wave Broadcasts Today: 
Antonio Gonzales, assistant director, Pan-American Relations, CBS, 
Activities of NBC: 


Edward Tomiinson, NBC representative for Latin-America, 


TUESDAY NIGHT 
Special Responsibility of Radio 


bia Broadcasting System. 
Writing for Radio 
Chairman, Lewis H. Titterton, script division head, NBC. 
Dramatic Programs 
Shairman, Arch Obler, noted radio and screen writer, 


WEDNESDAY MORNING 
Radio in War Time 

Presiding, Shannon Allen, United States Department of Interior. 
Speakers: 

Ww. C. Newton, BBC, 

Ernest Bushnell, CBC, 
Participants: 

Louis Franke, National Defense Advisory 

Helen Hie .t, NBC European observer. 

Colone! Pi rker Hitt, U. 8S. Army. 

Harold Lasawell, Social Scientists. 

H. B. McCarty, WHA, University of Wisconsin. 

Caesar Saerchinger, American Historical Association, 

Eric Severeid, CBS commentator, 

Norvelle Sharp, U. S. Navy. 

Louis Wirth, University of Chicago. * 


‘The Role of Radio in Wartime England.’ 
‘Status of Radio in Canada at War.’ 


Commission. 


Presiding, W. S. Hendrix, professor of Romance Languages, Ohio State 
| University. e 


John M. Begg, Division of Cultural Relations, United States Department of State. 


Mauricio Magdaleno, head, Department of Fine Arts, Republic of Mexico; novelist 


Office for Coordination of Commercial and Cultural Relations 


Chairman, Lavinia S. Schwartz, midwestern educational director, Colum- 














contract 


| Theatre Visio 


amma Oltinued from page Cn 








producer would get from the exhib |on the shoals. 
for each event would be variable, 
but on a starting basis of from 50 to | W™ 
100 theatres he suggested 10c to 20c | in its top year, 1921. 
per seat for ordinary affairs and 40c | JO1n €m, was Joyce’s moral. 
for a Joe Louis championship fight 
or something of that sort. In addi- 
tion, special service on the ma- 
chinery might run from $25 to $50 a 
week, although an ordinary projec- 
tionist quite easily could be taught 
to operate it, Joyce said. 
NBC Out of It 

He declared that David R. Sar- 
noff, RCA topper, had ruled out 
NBC as a producer of the programs 
for theatres. 





impossible. Second 


non-subscribing theatres or 


shows out of the sky. 


entertainment and should remain so, 
Joyce explained. 

Press confab was a prelim:to a 
demonstration for newspapermen and 


expensive. 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER- ]EARS ano {EART-THROBS 


0, 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **: 100 °c 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 
IN ; WABC—5:15-5:30 EDST—CBS 
° COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


pure 





77 ETS 
sorb i eC HS 


| theatre from Madison Square Gar- | immediate 





exhibs of the new RCA equipment 
on May 9. 
the 1,000-seat New Yorker (NBC) | cheaper. 
future 
around New York. 


only in 
den the Billy Soose-Ken Overlin 
middleweight championship bout. 

Joyce, who admitted RCA had 
made a considerable study of the 








U. 8. Dept. 
|picked Lee Vickers, WJSV 


question, estimated that a top of 500 | MOUncer, for commentaries on g se-| 


| felt that was out of its line. Finally, 
| although it had many artists under 
and could have made a | 
| profitable deal, Victor’s business got | 
so bad the company virtually went | 
RCA stepped in at 
that time and took over and in 1941 
will sell as many discs as Victor did 
Don’t fight ’em, | 


Two reasons were advanced for 
wiring the pictures instead of ether- 
izing them. First is the fact that it 
would be necessary to get a special 
channel and permish from the FCC 
for air transmission, which might be 
is to prevent 
home 
television owners from copping the 


Transmission by wire for long dis- 
tances is entirely feasible from an 
Sarnoff’s stand is that | engineering standpoint, Joyce said 
NAC is strictly in the field of home| although he admitted it is highly 
Sky-pix must be sent for 
long distances over a coaxial cable 
(the one from Philly to New York, 
90 miles, cost $1 a foot) but for 
shorter stretches a ‘balanced’ tele- 
Company will televise to | Phone line can be used, which is 
That’s why Joyee sees an 


and 


of Agriculture has 


an- 


theatres throughout the country | Tes Of film shorts which the Gov- 


were in situations that would make | *T2™ment is producing. 


| Charlotte, N. C., April 29 

| Dr. James W. Davis was re-elected 
|president of the Statesville Broad. 
casting Co. at the annual stockhold- 
ers meeting. Other officers elected 
were: Frank L. Johnson, first vice- 
president, and R. M. Lazenby, secre. 
tary and treasurer. 

It was announced at the meeting 
that an immediate application for a 
radio station for Statesville will be 
filed with the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. 
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(and as Zanesville 
' grows, 80 grows 
WHIZ, Ohio's big- 
gest little radio sta- 


1940 census 


tion). 














figures showed a 


definite population \ 





| gain for Zanesville. i 


1940 audience fig- ! 


ures showed a defi- 
nite popularity gain 


| for WHIZ. (And 
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we’re still growing), 


Tell It and Sell It 


to 
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the visio setup practical within the | 

















next five years. He guessed that 50- 
100 might find it practical in the 
metropolitan New York area now. 

He stressed the fact that RCA is | 
only in the equipment-manufacturing 
business so far as theatre visio is 
concerned and it is up to someone 
else to be the producer of the shows 
that would make installations de- 
sirable. He suggested that the film | 
industry, instead of fighting tele- 
vision, as it is inclined to do, get in 
on the ground floor. 

Victor Records’ Object Lesson 

He pointed out, as an example, the 
Victor Record Co., which refused to 
go into the radio business because it 


My thanks to the 


Survey. 


for their quality, 





Publicity-Public Relations 





BILLBOARD’S RADIO AWARDS COMMITTEE 


for choosing me winner 2nd place, Independent Press 
Agents Division, The Billboard’s 4th Annual Exploitation 


Deeply grateful to the NBC, CBS and MBS Publicity 


Departments for their cooperation, and to my clients 


IVAN BLACK 


128 E. 58th Street, New York 
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‘Min. Howard & Shelton Platters — 


To KECA for Royal Crown Cola 


LARIETY RADIO MARKETS 53 


Delay Packard Spots Woman's Home Companion on KFRC 
une Via Jean Abbey’s Femme Stanza 











start 


the 
of its spot announcement campaign 


merece ene Las 





























to May 12 because it hadn’t ample 
‘ opportunity to get the new models ee: ae 
| around to all the dealers. 
s Angeles, April 29. | : : 
) - . - | DES MOINES RESTS Schedule was to have started Mon- SPOTS ROCKET IN K.C. San Francisco, April 29 
: Just another week of coasting and . pigeon —n Local and spot biz got out of the 
i most of the stations satisfied that the |Units Languid After Spurt—Nat'l ~~ wn BB Hypos Biz—KCMO Reports “40!Crums last week. and in all cases 
dips aren't any steeper. Network Spot Off 5% Record Week excey ncereases, however slight, 
‘ - ; 3 | —_—_ wer re rted The exception was 
nits helped for a plus total, with a , * = : ‘ KSP ee : 
| t ctions marking the differential. Des Moines, April 29. Kansas City, Anril 29 KSFO HOSS Spor lumped 
ee ECA: Zeeman Clothing, 261 quar- After several months of mounting Bulk of activity is concentrated °°" biv. but whose nite 
_ ~4 sore Senne Lock- | 82ins, Des Moines biz leaned on the > in the national spot accounts, which un yed appreciably. KSFO's 
, ee Oe “wane . |oars the past week. Only category | are unusually lively this time of werk biz also drooped last week 
od-Shackelford; Murphy Motors, ; oa : , m ee id th ’ 
be half-hour broadcasts of ‘Musical | t© keep rowing was network, which | year. Clarence Brazeal of KCMO 9)" the other web outlets here— 
eck? through Charles N Stahl: | Showed a slight increase. reported past week was the best M 20k KFRC and NBC’s KGO and 
. é . oe en. —————$—_—— r KP either ys ro: + 
Royal Crown Cola, 52 five-minute | | Comparative Unit Count | single seven days on record at his sao ne . gre loss nor gain to 
transcriptions of Howard and Shel- % of | station, and bids to hold in that EF age svesIOR. 
ton, through BBD&O; Cunningham- | April 26. April 19. Change. | vein for a time. _— nee ” rw joo eine atae Products Co., 
for-Mayor, six quarter-hour periods. Network 7,588 7,540 +06 Jump in national spot biz is large- Quy. 4 nad mee i Breaktant 
KFI: Zeeman Clothing, 22 quarter- |Lecal ...... 3,342 3,476 —3.9 | ly accounted for by surge of base- tli malta tenia a through 
hour broadcasts of ‘Cabbages and Nat'l Spot.. 2,857 3,014 —5.2 | ball through General Mills sponsor- clothing). §@ to Acta lisesi 
Kings,’ through Lockwood-Shackel- Total ...... 13,787 14,030 —1.7 | ship over KOKN and WRFN (which «pr3in Battle’ through Sidnes Gon. 
ford. | (Included: KRN'1, KSO, V’7HO) San Antonio, April 29. isn’t tabulated in the K. C. comnari- finkel thant Dr J Cc ? sn 
KNX: Wrigley’s Spearmint, 52 time | Rain the past week cut the num- son but which brordeasts Welt (gonticty 1.265 spots thro oy ; a 
signals, through Vanderbie & Ru- ber of baseball games placed here, Lockman’s  play-by-nlav_— reverts woeRnroe: Paid Murdock Co. | ; aaa 
bens: Mayflower Nurseries, 20 par- with a drop in units noted. simultaneously with KOKN). This, foods). 1 300 postive aeaoeea mca rs 
ticipations in newscast, through The political season opens here 1s likely largest town has ever ret- Smith: Transnort Motors Co (autos), 


Torrey & Torrey. 


KHJ: Central Bus Depot, 26 half- | 
hour periods, through Ferry-Hanly; | 


Progressive magazine, 13 quarter- 











SPOT GAINS 











with a local race for Mayor and City 
commissioners, as well as a state race 
for a Senator to fill vacancy caused 
by death of Senator Morris Shep- 


istered in the national snot column. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 


of 





% 








230 spots, through Stack-Goble: Bar- 
Co. (shave cream), 
programs, ‘Close 


basol 
minute 


39 five- 
Shaves,’ 
| through Erwin, Wasey; Euclid Candy 


i hour periods, through Adverianes | pard. KABC reports 14 hours per Wetwerk —_ mer Cannes. Co., 13 quarter-hour programs, 
| Sales; May Co., nine spots, through | week of political time sold already, y oa) 6229 6100 4. 2, | American Junior G-Man.’ through 
i Milton Weinberg. | il ap — with WOAI also reporting a heavy way Spot. 7979 6883 4.15.9 sage Bog fey ingest pater 
| some Ta Sea al. Lake City, April 29. | load. a vo | Inc., 390 E. T. spots, through Joseph 
@ wn nn —— | All three™@lassifications up or, WOAI: American  Chicle Co. issisnallaenhan — |Katz; White Laboratories, Ine, 
April 26. April 19 theese ‘holding their own in Salt Lake City.| through Badger & Browning, Te- «no change. | (Chooz), 50 KE. T. spots, throush H W. 
a 838 , - 814 ‘ : * Indications are that this rosy condi-| newal of the 5:45 p.m. newcast with, (jncnuded: KCKN. KCMO. KITE Kastor & Sons; Rockwood & Co. 
Network .. 1% ' 0.2 tion will last well over the spring| Corwin Riddell; ABC Multigraphing | KMBC. WDAF. WHB) * | (Chocolate ‘Bits’), 30 five-minute pro- 
ee soos * — oo +06 | season and on into June at least. Co., for one year, direct, one 25-word | : 2 |grams, “Bess Bye, Market Scout, 
Nat’l Spot ian 1,402 —1.7 | Local stations, who must stay on announcement per week; Frank | | through Federal Adv.; Garden City 
Total ...... 22,858 22,805 +02) tondard time, complain that day-, Bros. direct, one announcement per Publishin~ Co, (business encyclope- 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, light saving is a pain in the neck.| week. Reader's Digest, April 26 to - = ), ss five-minute E. T. programs, 
} KHJ, KNX) This year, instead of a reduction, May 10, one announcement per day | throush Huber Hoge & Sons; Wal- 





they report no loss of network time 


with the exception of Sundays; Gulf | 


tham fountain pens, 457 five-minute 


: i talks, j : $e * 
. due to revised schedules, and in the Brewing Co. through Rogers-Gano, } bm hay ment = — 

‘ Soil-Off Company case of KDYL, there is an additional one additional quarter-hour program : ee ce s on™ Bai . 
. 45 minutes of network biz. per week over the Texas Quality, Lindlahr,’ through Ruthrauff & 


Buys + Hour News 


On KOA for 1 Year 


Denver, April 29. 





KSL: Columbia Marriage Club’ 
| audience show has been held over 
for another week, although last Sat- 
urday it played to 6,500 people in 
the South High School. Grocers re- 
| port the demand for tickets to be as 


Network and 208 station break an- 
nouncements, St. Anthony Hotel. 
three half-hour remote broadcas'7 
per week from the Anacacho Room; 
station will start Monday carrying 
the NBC ‘Portia Faces Life’ for 


Calox Toothpowder is un for an- 
other spot campaign. The J. D. 
Tarcher agency has been making in- 
quiries on available packages 


| 
| 
} 


Ryan: Dr.. B. L. Corley’s Produc‘s 
(medicinal), 52 quarter-hour talks, 
through Rufus Rhoades, from KFRC 
to Don Lee California network— 
KIEM,. KHSL. KVCV, KTKC. KDON, 
KYOS, KMYC; Crowell-Collier Pub- 


| lively as before. General Foods, quarter-hour Monday tke nfs : : ishing an’s a a 

Remoting from the Mammoth Gar- KDYL: Bennett Glass & Paint Co.,! through Friday, through Benton & oe a se — ~ nore Ae ps ang RB ogee Bisa 
dens Roller Skating Rink, KFEL has | series of 26 fifty-word spots; Rexall Bowles, the ‘Bess Johnson’ quarter- mind ge will consider chainbreaks, | <7 on Mier’ Guan tielaan. 
signed the K & B Packing Co. to a seus. thine eeaveee hours, through hour, Monday through Friday for minute Snnounetmants, participation ihe Clee i. gf en Co. 
series of quarter-hours, five a week | sireet & Finney: Packard Motors, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet via Ward PFO8rams, oF what have you. |(paints), 104 spots, throuth Emil 
for one year. Wesley Battersea, | through Young & Rubicam, series of Wheelock Co., ‘Home of the Brave,’ hii ~ | Reinhardt: T. M. Sayman Products 
free-lance announcer, will feed the | evening spots; General Mills (Wheat-| Quarter-hour, Monday through Fri- Mills; Joske’s Bros,.Store, additional Co. (so2p), 117 quarter-hour E. T. 
questions to the skaters. ies), extension of five quarter-hours “ay, for Calumet Baking Powder spot announcements; Elks Club Bull talks, ‘Katherine Turney Garten,’ 


KFEL: K & B Packing Co., through 


per week, through Westco Advertis- 


and ‘Road of Life’ for Procter & 


Fight, 30 spot announcements; Inter- 


through Kelly, StuhIman & Zchrndt; 


Raymond Keane agency, 260 quar- | jng. Sperry Flour, renewal of early Gamble, through Pedlar & Ryan, state Theatres, 30 spot announce- A. S. Boyle Co. (Old English floor 
ter-hours; Ambrose & Co., wines, morning news broadcasts through quarter-hour Monday through Fri- ments for Road to Banzibar.: Schlitz wax), 16 half-hour programs, ‘Break- 
through Max Goldberg agency, sports | waecteg Advertising , day. On the political side, station Brewing Co, John W. Scott, news fast Club.’ through J. Walter Thomp- 
review, 10 minutes, three times a| wpa: J B Tiilads Finance Will carry a half-hour broadcast on analyist, quarter-house Tuesday, 90M; Glen C. Stater, Inc. (autos), 60 
week, one year; Cramer's Foot Com- |, 1309 five-minute ‘Dug Out Inter- the Texas Quality network of Martin through Saturday from KABC to spots, throuwh Ad-Service: Bank of 
‘ fort Shop, through Ted Levy agency, wlewe* General Mills sual Goodrich, Dies; Gerald Mann will speak for Texas State Network: on Mutual net- America, 30 spots, through Charles 
nine five-minute announcement serv- es : hy * one hour over the TQN web and has_ work, station will carry the | R. Stuart; Nash-Kelvinator Corp. (re- 


ice to Anderson Service Station. 


sponsorship of Pioneer League base- 


scheduled 17 cuarter-hous and two 


frigerators), 30 e.t. spots, through 


: ball, through Westco Advertising Lutheran Hour. “ed . ; : 
Arapahoe Cleaners, Remington-Rand, Agency: Barnett & Weiss Jewelry hour broadcasts; local Anti-Maverick ;— c tive Unit C Geyer, Cornell & Newell; Gener! 
Resler Truck Lines, Public Grocery,| C9. daily quarter-hour newscast; ticket for four quarter hours sched- negeremre Tan Count Brewing Corp., 30 spots, througn 
E. S. Toy Heating Co., Stile Mfg. Co., | Gtsh Finance. 130 nightly announce. Vled: Maverick ticket has three- 13 eee 
National Upholstery Co., Western | ments through Gillham Advertising quarter-haur scheduled and Gov. W. April 26. April 19 Chance. Comparative Unit Count ‘| 
Sewing Machine and Vacuum Clean- Agency: Beneficial Life Insurance, | Le O’Danie’ wil’ speak for one Network 6.253 6,169 +84 | m 
er Co., Geo. A. Beverly Grocery, E. | 139 nichtly thinieomentimiake through full hour over TQN. Leocet ...... 9,532 10,051 —5.2 in? : =. x 
P. Martin Grocery & Market, Gold | yw "h vocthortone. Ajvertising _KABC: There was only two games Nat'l Spot.. 2,016 2,134 5.5 AYON DS. APSE SR. Chetan, 
Top Bakery, Flower Shop, Evettes pena y : . “played this week under sponsorship Total ... 17,801 18.345 —3,9 | Network 10,600 ete => 2.9 
Beauty Shop, Cash Fruit & Vege- | _°- ~~" of San Antonio Seven-Up Co.. and (Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, Local oh oe oe = 
table Co., Bill's Pharmacy and Co- | | Comparative Unit Count | two games sponsored by General KTSA, WOAIT) sere ees mer rent es 
operative Mercantile ce. esas . . o% of Tene . , AG 538 . owe c an wn 
KOA: Soil-off Mfg. Co., through April 19. April 12 Change. | SEPPPPPPOPO POP PPHPFt-S4 PPI HTHT4HTHPTTHPOsOsseooos (Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
Hillman-Shane, two quarter-hour oe won ‘| ¢ $ | — 
eeeeenery. UES ‘ Network 7,731 7,731 tt THIS WEEK | NOW AND A 4 ————— 
newscasts weekly, < rear; T 9% z sad L TY 2 | - 
Botterill, cdg Manis can ai - — “- re 4 . ARIE ay ’ Sig N 
announcements; Lehn & Fink Prod- aan _— 11 126 11 240 18 + AND LAST | RADIO INDEX YEAR AGO ; Sweetheart Soap Set 
ucts Corp., through isty, 13 an- ei “ ad bO-4-046-666646664666664 04404 7 . >N ; “W 
p ui Wm. Esty, 13 an a +++ + 946644 4944644644466 64646664 For Al News on KY W 


nouecements and chain breaks week- | 
ly, 11 weeks; Denver Grand Opera | 


Co., one spot. 


*No change. 
(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


(Each week Variety publishes 
tn leading markets. These market 


reports of radio time placements 
sare selected from the standpoint 


Philadelphia, April 29. 
Very little action along Radio Row 


KLZ: Sears, Roebuck & Co. | ets Sot > Risin : this week, after a brisk selling boom 
through Otto Shaw agency, 104 an- GIVEAWAY SHOW T0 of: ( 1) tmportance ; (2 ) existence of normal competition ; (3) avail-| in the earlier part of the month. 
nouncements; Lever Bros., for Rinso, | ability and reliability of data. A umt system ts followed in com- Spring ennui has apparently hit 


through Ruthrauff & Ryan, eight an- 








| TRY WHK IN HEAT 


puting network, local and nation 


u spot radio advertising activity. 







































































time-salesmen, with very little new 


nouncements: ? > rr ' . . . ? ory bi 
on nts; Denver Grand Opera The totals are for markets. not for individual stations. The units 2 * ported. 
~).. one spot; Sears, Roebuck, five ' With Daylight Saving Time mek- 
spots. Cleveland, April 29 corre spond to the clock, the mcasurement fundamental of radio as tim tenes ra se » th oa s 
. _ tele pana At cigatsi Sey ae re red broaram con ' nant ch age bic Ape nit A oe thd 
| _— Comparative Unit Count — WHK has 13-week test for summer | /?! 5 lo Say’, an fou) ' red prograin counts as OO 13 . Al there’s the usual dropping off of spot 
wince : . ~ appeal of ‘It’s a Gift,’ give-away pro- | /iaij hour is S0 units. Lach spot announcement counts as one unit announcements and the regular sea- 
: : “ of | gram sponsored by Rosenblum’s, sonal hiatus by local business houses 
Network -s oe ——e clothiers. Broadcasts are aired three z : KYW showed the best action of 
° , Rit eee ° r bd TN) -<minut ry SJ : 3 z Py ™, 1e Ww ee] Ur’ th if ' , 
Len... Sane Ra Lay | times weekly on 15-minwie, evening PULSE OF AMERICAN RADIO the week with the safe. of its nem 
Nat’? < ; pote a *“ spot, anc winners are selected ae A Associated Press News show to the 
se noms... Bad Began +-®3 through city directory. Winners re- ¢Ae Exe mplified hy the VARIETY Sample) Manhattan Soap Co. to advertise 
« hive’ 2 > 45 —!] wiea > | mn additK -e S “etheart Soap -al wras 4 \ 
(Included: KFEL. KLZ. KOA | ceive $20 and an addi ional five if %, of Channe Swet reart Soap. Deal was set by 
: ah, “A, | they call station within half-hour. AY 2 Ee Franklin Bruck agency. Other KYW 
KVOD) Since start of program sponsor has Compared ter biz: Wilson Line, Inc. (river excur- 
= —— | given away $3,325, and 80° of win- LAST YEAR sions), %5 minutes on ‘Musical 
° 'ners have called station within the m WEEK AGO Clock,’ Monday through Friday, 13 
Tulips on 105 Blues | required half-hour to land the ex*r: weeks through Jobn Falkner Arndt. 
| fin. = 0, Abbotts Dairies, ice cream, renew- 
| ——$—____—-—-- NETWORK ge em 0 +15% al of participation in woman's pro- 
ice “jf Wi gram, 13 weeks, through R. A. Foley; 
Holland Fur a gv Dept. Store ith KOCY bd Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, two 
will . eas ” yes ' | Oklahoma City, April 29. LOCAL ge % ‘a — % +6% spots weekly, through Donovan- 
again sponsor a single network John Brown department store, this a Armstrong; American Chicle Co., six 
broadcast of the annual Holland town’s largest emporium, last week] spots weekly, 13 weeks, throuch Bad- 
(Mich. ) Tulip Festival. Has bought signatured contracts with station NATIONAL SPOT 1% 0 ger & Browning. 
30 minutes on 105 NBC-Blue stations KOCY here for the b aypete —s fees Saad Comparative Unit Count | 
for the shot on May 17. Will ride ‘™® Watch show. This will make | ee e . arts - oa 
starti tl CI . ae ee es ae ae April 26. April 19. Ch” 
“arving at 1 p.m. CDST. station for this program and spon- § © 4 AL 0. ; April 26. April 19. Chon<e. 
Set, as usual, through the loca! sor — Ws TOT , bP Sis » bad ol ae /0 +9°% Network 9,813 10,8306 —9.2 
anol & Ryan agency, with radio Show is a full hour ——- oo eas aoe ag 
emef Ros ing ™ eekly program conducted by uis ; : .. ’ ’ Ta 
Wieteger mating all meves-| weekly OrNe Sete 6355: 21,803 22,375 26 


Sary time and show arrangements. 


Hartman, KOCY productien chief. 
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Wednesday, April 30, 191] 





| 


Postal Telegraph Co. Contracts 





Announcement Campaign on WINS 


DETROIT HOLDS GAINS 








Boston Brightens As 


Renewals Pile Up 


Boston, April 29. 
Business took a definite upswing 
here this week, with renewals prom- 
inent. 
WAAB: Lester L. Burdick, Inc. 
(insurance), six 100-word participa- 
tions in news service, Tuesdays and 


All local 50,000-watters were . 
cut in on the spot campaign | Thursdays, April 22-May 15, through 
which RKO placed for the open- | Network Cancels Other Losses— @°' —. hr ggap ene Mea tel 
ing of ‘Citizen Kane’ at the Pal- Total Figure Uuchanged ley Kimball Co. — — 
ace theatre tomorrow (Thurs- plane), extension of 27 100-word 
day). On WOR. WJZ and WABC Detroit, April 29. participations in —_ tage erg 
e ; : jays through Saturdays, May l1-sl, 
the schedule, cleared t gt _— a iin webttie eae | Coe 5 7 
: ~~ cleared through | There was little activity amon > and renewal of 13 30-word cut-ins, 


Lord & Thomas, called for two 
mentions in participating pro- 
grams, while WEAF was given 


Detioit’s six stations as reflected by 
the latest figures, which show. prac- 
tically a stand-still on total units. 
four one-minute announcements. However, several of the chain sta- 
The lull in New York, which was tions and one of the smaller ones 
noted previously, continued during took a healthy lift during the week, 
the past week. Most of the new ac- held down by sluggishness in a pair 
counts were from short-term local of the smaller studios. 
clients, though several healthy na- Biggest gain was in the network 
tional spot contracts were passed out category, which went up close to 
about town. two per cent to take care of the re- 
WHN: Waltham Fountain Pens. cession in the other two groupings 
throuzh United Advertising, five- Even the stand-still is good, freezing 
minute periods with Bruce Wendell; major gains of the past weeks which 
Astor theatre, through Donahue & | put the time for Detroit's six studios 
Coe, spots; the publication PM, ! apove par with comparable ratings 
through Harry A. Berk, daily par-| of six and seven station centers. 








Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, May 
2-30, through Glaser-Gottschaldt; 
L. J. Peabody Office Furniture Co., 
three 100-word participations in 
news service, April 29-May 2, direct; 
First Federal Saving & Loan Assn., 
renewal for 25 190-word announce- 
ments, Mondays through Saturdays, 
April 26-May 24, through Doremus; 
Tremont Temple Baptist Church, 52 
75-minute programs, Sundays, June 
1, 1941, May 24, 1942, direct; Eastern 


Racing Assn., 16 100-word participa- | 


tions in news service, May 9-July 18, 
through Harry M. Frost; Clinton 
Clothing Co., 26 100-word participa- 


ticinating’ announcements. four-wee ' | tions in news service, Mondays 
pone dar enti “digest Comparative Unit Count || through Fridays, April 23-May 29, 
six additional quarter-hour shows. | @ of through Bresnick & Solomont; 

WINS: Loew’s, Inc. (Astor Thea- | April 26. April 19. Change. Gerard Pub. (Who magazine), eight 
tre), through Donahue & Coe, six 30- | Network 9,348 9,189 +1,7  100-word announcements, April 25- 
second announcements; Madison | Local ...... 13,563 13,722 —1.2. 29, through H. C. Morris Co.; Radio 
Long Island Personal Loan, through, Nat'l Spot.. 4,521 4,547. —0.5 Telephone Club, 39 15-minute pro- 
Klinger Advertising, 21 one-minute | Total ...... 27,432 27,458 * , | grams, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri- 
announcements per’ week, 13-week | |days, April 28-July 25, through 





contract; the publication PM, through 
Harry A. Berk, two announcements 
per day, four-week contract; Postal 
Telegraph Cable Co., through the 
Biow Co., 70 one-minute announce- 
ments. 

WMCA: Stegmaier Brewing Co., 
through Crowly Advertising Agency, | 
13-week contract for announcements; 
Packard Motor Co., through Young 
& Rubicam, one-week contract for 
announcements; Manhattan Dress Co., 
direct, 13-week contract, participa- 
tion in ‘Rise and Whine.’ 

WNEW: Pepsi-Cola Co., through 
Newell-Emmett, renewal, 30 an- | 
nouncements per week, 52 weeks; | 
Abelson’s, direct, 52-week contract; 
DeCozen Motor Co. of Newark, di- 
rect, 12 announcements per week; 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. (Roxy 
Theatre), through Kayton Spiero, 10 | 


*No change. 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJBL, 
WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 





SPOTS ON WBAL 
FOR DUZ 


Baltimore, April 29. 


Nice rise here in network and na- 
announcements. | tional spot classifications last week. 
WOR: Newark Committee Ticket | Shifting around to make way for 
(political), direct, one quarter-hour | daylight savings switch in this town, 
program; Packard Motor Car Co., | where the time remains static sum- 
through Young & Rubicam, two-week | mer and winter, effected the local 
contract, three announcements on| Unit count to some degree. WBAL 
participation program and four one- | reported an active slate and WFBR 
minute E. T.’s; Foster-Milburn Co.| has started some ambitious promo- 
(Doan’s pills), through Street & Fin- | tion aimed at imminent switch from 
ney, 52-week contract, one-minute | NBC Red to Mutual. 
T. T.’s per week; Duffy-Mott Co., Inc. 
(apple juice), through Al Paul Lef- 
ton, 13-week participation on ‘Dear 
Imogene’; Ten-B-Low (ice cream 
mix), through Ralph H. Jones Co., | 
one-minute announcements, 20-week 








through Compton Adv., 
Barbasol, through Erwin, Wasey, 28 
one-minute announcements; Dr. 
Pierce’s Medicines, through H. W. 
Kastor, extended spot usage to eight 








contract. more days; D. 8. & D. Motors, through Saturdays, May 1-Sept. 30, 
— through Leon Golnick, 101 spots; | im ‘Musical Roundup,’ and, beginning | 

Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics, | Oct. 1 to Dec. 31, three announce- 

JEWELRY CHAIN USES through Leon Golnick, 101 75-word | ments weekly, through Street & 


spots; Consolidated Gas & Electric 
|Co., 26 one-minute announcements; 
| City Baking Co., through J. Walter 
Thompson, 15 spots and 45 one-min- 
| ute announcements. 


| WCBM: RCA, 52 five-minute ‘Min- 
| jature Concerts’; Fleer’s Dubble Bub- 
ble Gum, through N. W. Ayer, daily 
'spots; Baltimore Bed Spring Co., 
through Louis Schecter, two spots a 
week. 

WCAO: Trufit Clothes, through 
Leon Golnick, renewed 105 quarter- 


DISCS IN N. Y. ZONE 


Schenectady, N. Y., April 29. 

Another series of 26 five-minute 
transcriptions for Rudolph Bros., 
jewelry chain, will be cut, through 
Leighton & Nelson, with Landt Trio 
and Curley Mahr featured. They 
will start spinning during the latter 
part of Mey or the early part of | 
June, over stations in cities where 





P. & G. TAKES 13 


WBAL: Procter & Gamble (Duz), | 
13 spots; | 


| Chambers & Wiswell; Shubert thea- 


| tres, three 100-word participations in 
;news service, April 26-30, through 
Harry M Frost. 

| WNAC: H. P. Hood & Sons, Bos- 
ton, 36 participations in Yankee Net- 
' work news, also on WTHT, WEAN, 
, WICC, WCSH, WLBZ, WFEA, 
WLLH, WNBH, WSAR, WSPR, 
WBRK, WNLC, WLNH, WRDO, 


| WCOU, WHAI, WSYB, WATR, Tues- | 


|days and Thursdays, April 29-Aug. 
28, through Harold Cabot: 
| Inc., 138 one-minute transcriptions, 
in ‘Musical Roundup,’ Mondays 
| through Saturdays, April 21 till for- 
| bid, through Joseph Katz; Sudbury 
| Laboratories (Chaperone), 30-word 
| announcements, April 23, through 


|Mason L. Ham: First* Church of 


Christ Scientist, 100-word announce- | 


ment, April 30 and May 12, direct; 
First National Stores, Inc., renewed 
series of 234 15-minute programs, 
‘First National Food News,’ Mondays 
| through Saturdays, also on WTIC, 
| WEAN, WTAG, 
|WLBZ, WFEA, Sept. 22, 
| June 20, 1942, through Badger & 
Browning; R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. (George Washington and Top 
tobacco), renewal of 78-100-word an- 
nouncements, Mondays through 
Saturdays, May 12-Aug. 9, through 
Wm. Esty; Arrid (feminine product 
division of Carter Products) 
one-minute transcriptions, 


Mondays 


Finney; Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine 
Co., five-minute program, Mondays 
through Fridays, May 5-30, renewal 
through Erwin, Wasey; Boston Her-| 
ald, three 15-minute programs, April | 
| 30, May 7, 14, ‘Interviews with Bill | 
Cunningham,’ direct. 

WEEI: Griffin Mfg. Co. (shoe 
polish), renewal of 21 radio headline 
announcements per week, through 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce; 
| American Chicle Co. (Dentyne gum),| 
renewal, one-minute announcements, 
Mondays through Saturdays, through 


Rudolph has stores. hour nighttime sportscasts; City Badger & Browning: Gruen Watch 
First series, waxed for use around | Baking Co., through J. Walter , 
tes 2S, Wé ( se aroun Srommenn oh ehemanents anh oh Co., renewal of 10-minute news 
hristmas time, turntabled on WGY, tng <iis . broadcasts, Mondays through Satur- 
Schenectady; WOKO, Albany; WTRY, | Station breaks; Montgomery Ward, | gay. through McCann-Erickson; 
Troy: WMBO. Auburn: W. ., 3 through Paul Brown, 12 a.m. clock | g,°’ a : supe Ghenniraayatetys 
y: I , Auburn; SYR end | - Se ie . 5 | stream Studio (photographers), one- 
WFBL. Syracuse: WHAM. Roches- announcements; Hanna Rug Co., 12 hea 3 et Pn ae 
. AM, oche: minute participations in Caroline 
ter: WIBX Itica: WKIP. Pough- clock announcements. Cabot Sho ra Sanuin divert: 
: : > WFBR: Manhattan Soap Co. ; pping bona we 


keensie; WNBF. Binghamton: WJTN, | 
Jamestown: WHCU, 
WAAT, Jersey City. 


(Sweetheart), through Franklin 


Ithaca . 
: Bruck, 60 announcements; Maryland 


and 


————— — | 


/announcements; Trufit Clothes, 
through Leon Golnik, 150 announce- 
| ments; Typewriter Sales Co., through 


Ferm Utica Radio Corp. 


Albany, N. Y., April 29. 











Jtica Broadcasting Co, Inc, has) Sherine Mahool, 100 spots; D. S. & | Plotkin Brothers Cwomen’s apparel), 
been chartered to conduct a radio 100 s ie ee eon roms: | one-minute participations in Caro- 
broadcasting business in Utica. Capi- | tte line Cabot Shopping Service, through 
tal stock is 500 shares, no par value. | | Comparative Unit Count || Bresnick & Solomont; Coleman’s 
lage each owning 100 shares, | % of |Fashion Shop (women’s apparel), 
are: Herbert E. Trevvett, Alexander : one-minute participations in Caro- 
T. Herron, Samuel D. Earl, Utica. | Metweek —> wee age line Cabot Shopping Service, through | 

Fuller, Brown, Hubbard & Felt are 7 ocal 4.694 4861 —34 Bresnick & Solomont; Swartz 
filing attorneys. bow Spot... ° 404 9992 ir 8.2 Brothers (furriers), 100-word an- 
Ree — Total ...... 15.956 15,860 10.6 | 2ouncements preceding news, Tues- 
Frank Silva on WHAM | eiatebed: WBAL. WCAO. WCBM days, Wednesdays, Fridays, direct. 
Rochester, N. Y., April 29. | ~ WEBR) nwa -” 

Frank Silva returns to WHAM | 
from WSAY with Bond Clothes! Klek Soap Flakes Spots 
sports reviews, He airs 15-min-| WCCO Singer Wins Contest 


ute chatter Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday at 6:15 p.m. and 10-minute; Penny Perry, WCCO soprano since 

sports roundup daily at 11 p.m. | 1932, was returned winner in a state 
This puts both local Bond pro- | contest sponsored by the National 

grams on WHAM aas it already had /| Federated Music clubs. 

Thursday night ‘State Troopers’ on | As a result she’ll compete for a 

that station. | final $1,000 prize. 


Minneapolis, April 29. 


| Trust Co., through Emory Adv., five | 


Shaler Co. (Rislone, motor tune-up), 
one-minute announcements, Mon- 
days through Saturdays, through 
Kirkgasser-Drew; Welch Grape Juice 
Co., one-minute participations in 
Food Fair, Mondays through Satur- 


days, through H. W. Kastor & Sons;| 














| Ted Bates agency is placing a spot 
| campaign on Klek (formerly Super- 
| suds) for Colgate. They are 100- 
word announcements. 

The new ‘Concentrated Supersuds’ 
is still on the markets. 
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Active National Accounts 


POOH 9444444 
Account Agency Time Purchases 
American Cigarette & Cigar..Ruthrauff & Ryan................. 1, Hours 
RE gs ces OK KEN oa |. Sr --+.% Hours 
Beech-Nut Packing........... | ee “4 Hours 
Bost Toothpaste........ err. EWI, WOOT ck occ cc ceee cic /.nnouncements 
Bunty Bars (candy)..........Presba, Fellers & Presba....Announcements 
Canada Dry (ginger ale, 
sparkling water)..........>. J. M. Mathes..... beesaeeeaes Announcements 


Carter Products (Little Liver 

| ers ee eee ee Street & Finney.............Station Breaks 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ...... Benton & Bowles........... Announcements 
Consolidated Drug (Yeast 

FORM) . 0... ccccccccccccveses Benson & Dalle..... Y%, Hours, Participationgs 
i Cae. (Bepatads) «occ cccccaes Herbert Slifer............. Announcements 
Matas MOOS... i ccccccccoes Ruthrauff & Ryan.......... Announcements 
Double Bubble Gum........ ee ee et Announcements 
ae 5g ae a hie 666 RAG a onc os Gd 6 we 6 whee b 05 Announcements 
Fruit Growers Exchange......Paulsen-Gerlach ............. Participations 
NGS TE ik cick icieexe see Pemeret AGG... ic cicceiast Mee Steen 1% Hours 
General Foods (Grape Nuts).. Young & Rubicam.......... -+-.% Hours 
Generai Mills (Wheaties)..... EE NI, cee sa p etiwstsealels Baseball 
Hinds Honey & Almond 

es a cica s as Aer .. a ere e+eeeee-- Announcements 
Johnson & Johnson........... fo3o | | ree . .Chain Breaks 
OE OW, 6 vis oo cw seonweee Kenyon & Eckhardt........ Announcements 
Mieivtmeter Core. .. ... ccceses Geyer, Cornell & Newell.......... Vy Hours 
Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy)....... MEME eS cto © vis sedan Rae RRC Baseball 
Lever Bros. (Rinso)...........Ruthrauff & Ryan.......... Announcements 
Longines-Wittnauer Co....... Asthur ROSORDOFE .......ccesccccess 1 Hours 
Look magazine..............- Raymond Spector.........0.. ¥4-Hour News 
| McKesson & Robbins (Calox). Brown & Tarcher............. Participations 
|Manhattan Soap Co.......... Franklin Bruck......... . Announcements, 


John Morrell & Co. (Red Heart 


Participations 


Gog. £000).........5. ee Henri, Hurst & McDonald. ..Announcements 
| Morton Salt.........-...s20e0s Blackett-Sample-Hummert ...Participations 
| Moxie Co, (soft drinks)....... wtiey G Richeras......1.+: Weather Reports 
| reel, Ee. ‘CReval Crown Cola). BBO .cioacc csc cc cecWebdcssencess 5-Mins, 

POCEATS MECCOS.... on ccccccccse Young & Rubicam.......... Announcements 
ES ee ere y TOMASO EC-TUIOLE. occ ccc cccccsues 14 Hours 
| ee Tercrrrr: eee Announcements 
, Perfection Stove Co...... ooee MeCann-ErickSOn ....ccsseee Announcements 
Lydia i, PAN me ccc cees Birwin: WAGES 6c cicctccaecs Announcements 
Planter’s Nut & Chocolate CO. Raymond R. Morg2n.............. 4¢ Hours 
Plymouth Motors............. J. Stirling Getchell......... Announcements 
Peper Setemoe magasine.....Jos; Mate... ccc ccccccsees Announcements 
Mex Cole (retrigerators).«.... Manon, INC... esci csc ssetass Announcements 
BR. J. Reynolds (tobacco)......Wm. Esty... ...cccovccesvese Announcements 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery....... Mutrase Gs TO ic sks cc secseeueys 3-Mins, 
Sayman’s Soap..............+-Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrndt........% Hours 
Seiberling “ubber Co........ Meédrum & Fewsmith............. 4, Hours 


Shell Oil alacknatsee oat 
Southern Pacific Railroad 


.e++eJ. Walter Thompson.Announcements, 5-Mins. 


eee ee Lord 2 TROMOGS: ..< vciaworsen. ss 2 Bours 
Studebaker Corp ...++++eRoche, Williams & Cunnyngham...% Hours 
Wilbur Sucharé (chocolate)...Gray & Rogers.............4 Announcements 
Swift & Co. (Sunbrite 
cleanser ) Neer: |G rr Announcements 
Twin City Shellac (Dan-Dee 
PORUCE) occ cen sicse us ones I MS cee s pean dans .Station Breaks 
Union Pacific Railroad........Caples Co...................-Announcements 
United Drug (Rexall)........ Street & Finney. .......ce-cssccecs 4 Hours 


Waltham Pen Co...... 


WICC WCSH, | 
1941- 


Ward Baking (Devil's Food 


eooseee United Ady 


4 Hours, 5-Mins., 
Announcements 


OS a es Sherman K. Ellis...........d Announcements 
Welch Grape Juice. ......c0.. H. W. Kastor..... ¥% Hours, Announcements 
White Laboratories. .....6c06+ WM. BSty. ccc cccccccevcsvees Announcements 


Wm. H. Wise (books)....... 


..Northwest Radio 


5-Mins. 


Wm. Wrigley, Jr............-Vanderbie & Rubens........Announcements 
Crowley, Milner & Co........ eer eee ee eee eee ....% Hours 
Jordan Marsh Department 

MN eek calne we cee ee oe a eee oe eee ree Announcements 
O’Neill’s Department Store...Baltimore ...............5-- Announcements 


VIGORO ON WLAC 


Distributor Plugs Plant Food—Dun- 
lap Milling to WSM 
Nashville, April 29. 

Active spots being aired by WLAC 
include the following: Snowdrift, 
four daily blurbs, renewal for four 
months, via Fitzgerald agency; Can- 
ada Dry, two one-minute spots daily 
in behalf of Spur, for six months; 
Pan Am gasoline, one-minute spots 
three times a day, one month; The 
Miami Butterine Company, in behalf 
| of Nu Maid Oleomargarine, five spots 
per week, two months, through 
Ralph H. Jones; Vigoro is being 
plugged by E. K. Hardison, distribu- 
tor, six times per week for two 
months. 

WSM: Dunlap Milling Company of 


New York, through Young & Rubi- | 


cam, ‘Pleasant Ridge Folks,’ three 
times per week for 26 weeks. Show 
includes Frank Marlow as the coun- 
try storekeeper, assisted by various 
|other WSM performers. Roy Acuff 
purchased a quarter-hour of 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ to sell his song 
book. Sales last week totalled 23,- 
| 000 copies at twenty-five cents per 
co 


| has 


py. 

WSIX: Katherine Cushman, vo- 
calist, in weekly quarter-hour pro- 
| gram for Lily White Program. To 
run for 26 weeks. 


} 
| 





‘Breaking In’ A. H. Flaten 
Minneapolis, April 29. 

A. H. Flaten, KDAL, Duluth, com- 
mercial manager, is taking a course 
jin ‘Station Procedure’ at WCCO 
here. From Minneapolis he'll go on 
WBBM for the same routine and 
from there to New York Radio 
Sales, Inc. He’d replace Bob Som- 
merville, who has been switched to 
CBS network sales. 





Wolff-Marx Department Store.San Antonio 


ita ena la a sib era katara Announcements 


MOBILOIL CO. 
ADDS ON WBBM 


Chicago, April 29. 

Business is dribbling into the local 
outlets, with most of the contracts 
intended for the spring and sum- 
| mer seasons already in the bag, and 
| the new stuff is coming in spottily. 
Not yet set, but due to be con- 
| tracted for some time this week will 
be a big local announcement cam- 
paign for Walgreen’s drug stores to 
be handled through the Schwimmer 
| & Scott agency. This campaign will 
plug the Walgreen’s fountain and 
| soft drink services for the hot spell. 

WBBM: National Biscuit Co., five 
minutes six days weekly on partici- 
pation program, through Federal 
Adv.; All Year Club of Southern 
California, two 15-minute disc pro- 
grams weekly, through Lord & 
Thomas; Mobiloil Co., addition of 
six 15-minute news broadcasts week- 
ly, making total of three hours of 
news periods weekly. 

WGN: ‘Lone Ranger’ returns on 
May 5 for three 30-minute periods 
weekly for General Mills, through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert; Northern 
Trust Co. has set another 52-week 
stretch of one 30-minute period 
weekly, through J. Walter Thomp- 
son. 





} 
| 
} 











| Comparative Unit Count d 
% of 

April 26. April 19. Change. 

| Network 9,805 9,835 —0.3 
| Local ...... 6,797 6,788 +01 
| Nat'l Spot.. 11,530 11,550 —0.2 
MONE 5.6.0 28,132 28,173 —0.1 


(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 
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Tiny Hill, Okeh Artist, Makes Play 
For Bartenders-Waiters Goodwill 


| ‘EARS AND OVERHEAD 








Lincoln, Neb., April 29. 

Tiny Hill, who records for Okeh 
(Columbia), carries On &@ one-man 
exploitation campaign in behalf of 
his own discs through the strategem 
of attending meetings of waiters and 
partenders’ unions and getting ac- 
quainted with these gentry at their 
places of employment. He has found 
that the waiter and the bartender 
are often the middle-man between 


the eustomer and the jukebox, and | 


by garnering the goodwill of the 
former twosome he can build him- 


self into a much-heard item around | 


the moist spots. 

Hill says he got his idea from over- 
hearing a customer tell waiter, after 
handing her a quarter, to get him a 
pack -of cigarets and pick out a 
couple tunes for him in the music 
pox. In his calls on union meetings 
Hill brings along a playback portable 
and a couple of his records. His first 
gesture is to introduce himself to the 
chairman. He then suggests that he 
be allowed to put the meeting in the 
right mood with some music. Hill 
says that permission has never been 
refused him. If it’s a bartenders’ 
gathering, he gives ’em a novelty 
such as “The Guy at the End of the 
Bar.’ 

When the performance is over, 
Hill makes the rounds of the mem- 
pers, shaking hands, autographing 
union cards, etc., and, if allowed, he 
even sits in on the meetings. Day or 
two later he makes the rounds of the 


4 


Campus Best Sellers 


(UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA) 





Berkeley, April 29. 
Six best record sellers on the 
campus: 
1, ‘Flamingo (Duke Ellington). 





2. ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ . 
(Harry James). 
3. ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). 
| 4. ‘Musie Makers’ (Harry James). 
5.‘Do I Worry’ (Tommy 
| Dorsey). 
| 6.‘Oh, Look At Me Now’ 


(Tommy Dorsey). 








Maybe It Was Ghosts 
That Made Cafe Society 








By BERNIE WOODS 
Medical Fund of Local 802 of the 
|American Federation of Musicians 
| benefited approximately $1,500 from 
| the $2,900 grossed by Cafe Society's 
' concert at Carnegie Hall, N.Y., last 
| Wednesday (23). First concert of its 
| type, involving colored nitery tal- 
/ent from Uptown and Downtown 
| Cafes, drew three-quarters of ca- 
pacity into the 3,000-seat Hall, at 


Jocal jukebox stands to see whether prices ranging from $1.10 to $2.50. 
the follow-through is working, and) Audience was almost exclusively 
invariably, he reports, his efforts ofay. 


have been to his advantage. 

Incidentally, Hill is so busy attend- 
ing meetings of the waiters and bar- 
tenders’ union that he never gets 
around to attending one of his own 
—the musicians’ local, 


Stabile Orch Conflicts 
Theatre, Nitery Dates 


Dick Stabile is in midst of con- 
flict since he is scheduled to open 
May 1 for 10 weeks at Chatterbox, 








Plainfield, N. J., and Loew’s State | 


theatre, N. Y. C., has him down for 
May 15. Stabile will use relief band 
most likely during his theatre en- 
gagement. After the Chatterbox 
run, he goes to Tybee Beach, Savan- 
nah, Ga., 
weeks at the Surf Club, 
Beach, Va. George Navarre, first alto 
with Clyde McCoy, returns to Sta- 
bile, whom he left recently. Kay 
Little, formerly vocalist with Tony 
Pastor and Bobby Byrne, has joined 
Stabile, replacing Edythe Harper, 
who is rehearsing with Muggsy 
Spanier. 


Old Covered Wagon Inn 





Using Imported Music *°™° 


Old Covered Wagon Inn, Strafford, 
Pa., swank suburb of Philadelphia, 
widens its budget for musical talent 
this year, first time it has gone in 
for anything other than local music. 
Spot is starting Cecil Golly’s band 
on an indefinite stay May 14 or 21. 

Owners are putting in a network 
wire, whereas in the past they’ve had 
only local shots. 


‘BUMBLEBEE MUSIC’—NOW 


That’s the Style Slogan—Theme of 
New Lew Gray Group 

Urge to hang a style label on an 

orchestra apparently hasn’t died 

Latest is an outfit led by Lew Gray 

which works under the tag ‘Bumble- 











bee Music’ and begins and ends each tions didn’t seem to show his voice to 


of its numbers with a buzz. Gray 
former director of pit music for 
all of Earl Carroll's stage musicals 
takes the band, a new one, into 
Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N 
J., May 7, for 18 days. 


_He replaces Alvino Rey and King particularly on 
sisters while latter are at Paramount | pit the bull's eye solidly. Cocky as 
theatre, N.Y., Rey and Kings return a bantam, Hazel Scott ran off several 
to the Rustic for four more weeks well handled piano arrangements, 
fol- 


after the Par. 


for four weeks and two | 
Virginia | 


Atmosphere of Carnegie Hall 
, seemed to leave its mark on the 
| varsous performers. Stiffness of in- 
| dividual interpretations gave the im- 
| pression that each turn was heavily 

weighed down by politeness. Leon- 
ard Leibling, m.c., didn’t help the 
situation any either, by pointing out 
| some of the history of the building 
and its headline tenants. 

However, the lifeless initial three 
hours was forgotten in blowoff jam 
session when Count Basie and six or 
seven of his best men came on to 
back up John Kirby’s sextet, Eddie 
South’s group and Henry 


| instrumental standouts as Will Brad- 
| ley, Ray McKinley, Bunny Berigan, 
| Max Kaminsky, Paul Laval, Henry 
| Levine, et al. The audience howled 
| its annreciation. 

But, true to form, the jam session 
|evolved into a conglomeration of 
| noise that began to get out of hand 
| with nobody up front to keep it 
| within listenable bounds. Soloists 


were so eager to strut their stuff that | 
were working in pairs, trom- | 


they 
bone against trumpet, etc., neither 
aware of the other. About a dozen 
mixed artists got together on 
come up with something that had 
form. 


Boogie-Woogie Teeoff 


Concert proper was an in and out 


affair for reasons already mentioned. 
Pete Johnson and Albert Ammons, 
boogie-woogie pianists, started it off, 
working singly and as a duo. 
boogie-woogie fingering is to make a 
listener usually unimpressed by the 
style, sit up and take notice. John- 
sen’s work on ‘Roll ’Em Pete’ did just 
that. Helena Horne (Lena Horne 
when with the Charlie Barnet band 
recently) exhibited nice style on a 
group of rhythm and blues tunes; 
Art Tatum’s brisk piano _ style 
studded with touches of 
preceded Kenneth Spencer, under- 
study to Paul Robeson in last 
year’s ‘John Henry’ legit production 
on Broadway. Singer displayed 
smart poise, but his choice of selec- 


advantage. 


John Kirby’s orchestra seemed 
most bothered by the Hall. Num- 
bers it handled lacked the usual 


punch; Eddie South’s group was un- 
violin, 
encore, 


South’s 
unbilled 


impressive, though 


an 
wane 


and the Golden Gate quartet 


Mob a Bit Self-Conscious 


‘Red’ Al- | 
| len’s combo, and brought along such | 


the | 
| final piece, however, and managed to 


Test of 


humor, | 





Mrs. Kramer In and Out on Dinner 
Dansant Policy 








| Smitten by the idea, following a | 
tour of the classier east side (N.Y.) | 


Proser. Mollifies N. Y. Daily News,. 
Denies Its Harvest Ball Is Scuttled 





| spots, that perhaps the customers | ° ee 
| would like their dinner sans dansa- Sister Tharpe Spirituals 
For Millinder Jive Orch 


| | 

pation, Mrs. Maria Kramer, presi- | 

i | ' 

i of the Hotels Lincoln and Edi-| Sister Tharpe, sprritual singer who 
son, in the Times Square area, cut; worked the run of the last Cotton 
|out the bands until 10:30. Besides Club, New York, show, which folded 
a thought for the customers’ ear-| last fall, is to join the Lucky Mil- 
|linder orchestra as a featured vo- 


drums, it means a 33° saving on a 
band bills when she has Blue Bar-/| C@list. Moe Gale, Millinder’s mana- 
ger, has signed her to debut her 


ron start at the Edison and Ha-ry , ; 
James at the Lincoin for suppers ‘holy roller’ stuff with the band at 
the Savoy Ballroom, N. Y. May 30. 


only. cost ae 
However, biz has been so good | ailinder's is a hot swing outfit. 


at cgay oe that — 
| menta s revert to inner | ° ° 
3 Sun Pennsyivania Legislature 
Resolves It’s Bad To 





dansants Sunday (27) and was to 
| have continued the experimentation 
last night (Tuesday); the bands 
swing night is Monday. The bigger 
James band (18 men) for suppers 
only since the Lincoln couldn't af- 
ford the extra 33% nut. ° 
Incidentally, Baron has six radio 
shots and James five a week, mak- 
ing these prize jobs for bands, for 


exploitation purposes. 
Rep. Ralph Tennyson Jefferson, 


Philadelphia Democrat, who de- 

bd clared that swing and jazz arrange- 

rave S ° | ments of spirituals were ‘ribald 
®9 desecrations’ and ‘an absolute dero- 


| gation of the composer’s expression.’ 


Fi G d | “Today Negro spirtuals are being 
ines VOoOdmMan 


used by leading orchestras through- 
New York local 802 of the Amer- 


out the country in arrangements 
ican Federation of Musicians is | 


which are sacrilegious if not blas- 

phemous,’ said Jefferson. ‘They 
were written for solemn occasions 
and not for the edification of jitter- 

clamping down on infractions of its 

rules and regulations and demand- 

ing that certain ones on which it has 

been lax be lived up to fully. One 


bugs,’ he said. 
Copies of the resolutions were sent 

to all radio stations. 
of the rules it is tightening up on is 
the filling of dates within 802 terri- 
tory by travelling bands. Local’s 
trial board fined Benny Goodman 
'$500 week before last for disregard- 
ing the law and it has ordered 
|Tommy Tucker’s crew to cancel a 
string of dates he has lined up. 

In addition Tucker may be forced 
'off his local New York ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
|program because of the union’s in- 
sistence that his working on it, with 





Philadelphia, April 29. 
The Pennsylvania Legislature last 
| week passed a resolution eondemn- 
| ing the swinging of Negro spirituals 





this State limit the use of religious 
music to the Sabbath and holidays. 
The resolution was introduced by 














Stop Non-Union Music 
At Soldier Dances 


Camp Edwards, Mass., April 29. 

The Cape Cod Musicians’ Union 
has stopped military bands from 
competing with organized. civilian 
musicians, cancelling Saturday night 
parties for the soldiers provided by 
a travelling band, is filling a eee te ate ee = 
which should be handled by an 802 | 5505 tose” — 


group. Tucker’s program ig a minia- | Col. Paul Murray cancelled last 
ture of the national network show |Saturday’s party (26) after confer- 
which uses n 


Horace Heidt and is | ences with President Benjamin F. 
|sponsored by the same manufac- 


| turer. It's carried by WMCA, WHN, | Union, and Charles Brightbill, Fed 
and WNEW. |eral entertainment coordinator, who 
Another regulation 802 won’t al- | entered the discussion at the request 
low broken any more pertends to | of Falmouth groups. 
recording dates. Local demands; The previous weekend, Teel per- 
that all data on popular recording | mitted the 10lst Medical Band to 
and transcriptions, men used, etc., | play at the Falmouth Girl Scouts 
must be filed with it on union forms! annual dance only after they paid 
printed for that purpose, but used | $17.60, the minimum fee, to the Eve- 
to allow leeway of a few days after | ning Star orchestra of Santuit, which 
the date for the information to be!had bid for the engagement. The 
filed. It now requiries that the dope | latter collected its money without 
be spiked prior to a date or else. | Playing the dance, 














Hemisphere Character’ for Music Week 


WPA Music Will Have Many Dates Before 
| Military Bodies 





—___—_—- 7 
| 
Washington, April 29. | SALAAM COLUMNISTS 
With. the field expanded by re- pi 
entlv-established Army and Navy — 
ently-established Army a Nav) : r ; 
- tg thr aia ut the country. the Colymbia-Stork Club Tie on Their 
WPA Music Program is planning | Fay Tunes for Album 
an even larger program for Na- ———— 
oie Mus a Week than in 1940 An album of records inscribed 
Some 10,000 musicians in all sections with ‘favorite tunes of columnists 
of the U. S. will participate in more | W° frequent the Stork Club, New 
) ne « wD. Wail Jeaal t ipa Abi I : 
than 700 ser iden perf rm ces be York, or have in the past, is being 
tnar ‘ separat riorman 0 
tween May 4 and May 11, according Made by .Columba Records, and 
to Mrs. Florence Kerr, Assistant Cut by Sonny Kendis band, a fixture 
Commissioner in charge of Com- &t that spot. Kendis has already 
munity Service Projects. Appear- Made some of the tunes, but further 


progress is being held up awaiting 
okays from various writers on the 
use of their names 


ances before large concentrations of 
men in military camps and bases 





|lowed her with a trio of spirituals, 
Art Jarret With Victor | well sold. Henry ‘Red’ Allen’s combo 
displayed so-so jive rhythms, the 
‘only bunch to work without music. 
Allen's trumpeting and Jay C. Hig- 
genbotham’s tromboning stood out, 
particularly the latter. 

Barney Josephson, operator 
both cafes, claims that though the 
concert cost him some cash person- 
ally, he’s more than making it up 
| via heavily increased business at 
'poth his spots due to the interest 
| generated by the concert. 





Art Jarret orchestra, the new band 
now being rehearsed which will use 
the library of the late Hal Kemp, 
has been signed to record for Vic- 
tor Records. Outfit will cut its first 
sides as soon as possible after open- 
ing its first job at the Blackhawk | 
Cafe, Chicago, May 14. 

emp’s band recorded for Victor 
at the time the leader died. 


of 


have been scheduled, in addition to 
the usual public concerts in schools, 
parks, institutions and other public 
places. 


National Music Week will assume 
a ‘hemispheric character’ this year, 
Mrs. Kerr explained, with North 
and South America cooperating to 
popularize native compositions from 
both continents. The Pan American 


Union and the various South Ameri- 


can embassies are assisting in the 
task of procuring the necessary 
} scores. 


and pictures 
Each will write short comment on 
why they like the song they prefer 

Eight sides are to be made. Col- 
umnists and favorite tunes are: 
Walter Winchell, ‘Stardust’; Loui: 
Sobol; ‘Pretty Girl is Like a Melody’ 
Fd Sullivan, ‘My Buddy’; Damon 
Runyon, ‘Stumbling’; Hedda Hopper 
‘It I Had You’; Louella Parsons, ‘M3 
Blue Heaven’: Dorothy Thompson 
‘You're the Cream in My Coffee’ 
Dorothy Kilgallen, ‘Digga Digga 
Doo.’ 


vv 


Swing Negro Spirituals 


and requesting that radio stations in | 





Benny Goodman, Larry Clinton 
and Charles Barnet are the triple- 
threat dance band setup for the in- 
augural two weeks of Monte Pro- 
ser’s Dance Carnival at Madison 
Square Garden. They induct the 
Garden’s new summer hoofery. 
policy May 30. Dinah Shore may be 
an extra added attraction. 

Proser’s emphasis to the N.Y. 

Daily News’ promotion manager, 
Bill Fritzinger, that the Dance Car- 
nival was no ‘dance contest’ and, 
jhence, no encroachment on the 
News’ Harvest Moon annual shin- 
|dig at the Garden, straightened 
| what, for a time, threatened to be 
| a very delicate situation. The daily’: 
2,000,000 circulation is nothing to be 
antagonized, especially since the 
News immedately clamped down on 
all space for Proser’s other New 
York nitery ventures, the Beach- 
;comber and Copacabana. On Mon- 
day (28) the News lead off its 
|amusement column with an item on 
| the Dance Carnival. 
The Harvest Moon ball comes to a 
| climax Aug. 27. two days after Pro- 
| ser’s 100-day deal for the Garden 
expires. Proser pointed out to the 
| paper that his venture might, in 
| fact, eonstitute a trailer for the 
daily’s own promotion stunt: fur- 
‘thermore, the booking of acts and 
|mame bands indicated it was a 
straight show biz venture. 





BOOKS CANADA BUT ALL 





| 
| 
| 


| Teel, of the Cape Cod Musicians’ | 


COIN MUST BE YANKEE 


Jimmy Dorsey isn’t taking any 
chances on currency exchange or 
anything else in playing two dates 
in Canada the end of May. Band is 
booked at the Arena, London, Ont., 
and Mutual Arena, Toronto, May 28- 
29. Contract calls for 50% of sale 
ary on deposit and remaining half 
to be paid before band climbs on 
stand at London, all in U. S. dough. 

In addition, the promoter of hops 
is posting required bond at the 
border for men and instruments. 








Abe Lyman Injects 
Some Swing Stuff 


Auburndale, Mass., April 29. 

Abe Lyman brought a rejuvenated 
band here (25-26) that tickled the 
kids as well as the oldsters, accord- 
ing to Roy Gill, manager of Totem 
Pole Ballroom. 

‘After listening to Abe Lyman 
waltztime programs, and realizing 
that he has been in the business for 
such a long time, we were expecting 


a bunch of ‘long-hair musicians,’ but 


were agreeably surprised that the 
band’s repertoire also _ included 
boogie-woogie and swing tunes,’ 
said Gill. 

This change was brought about by 
Lyman’s new arranger, Bob Mer- 
sey, formerly with Woody Hermanep 
plus the following changes in the 


band’s personne!: 


Al Parker, trumpet, formerly with 
Dick Stabile, replaced Frank Bruno, 
who went to Muggsy Spanier; Don 
Moore, Ist trumpet from Paul White- 


|man, for Bill Clarke; Bill Kimmel, 
| 1st sax from Joe Candullo, for Zip 


| Keyes who 


shifted to third alto; Phil 
second tenor from WOR 

d, for Tommy Mace to 
Babe Russin; Gil Bowers, piano from 
Bob Crosby, for Jack Please to Jan 
Savitt. 


Brodkin. 


studio ban 


Jukebox Femme Trio Now 
A Dance Hall ‘Attraction’ 


Milwaukee, April 29. 
Helen, Bunny and Marge, who 
answer the calls when the nickels 
drop in a loca) tavern jukebox cir- 
cuit and sing as well as chat with 
the customers via ‘Wired Music’ have 


won such a following during the 
winter months that they are now 


making personal appearances billed 


as the Melody Maids in the dance 
halls. 
‘You've heard ’em, now see ’em in 


person” is the gag that seems to be 
working out in much the same way 
as the stage appearances of radio 
Stars, although the juke girls still 
hold onto their regular jobs for 


| Steady income. 
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Coin-Catching Possibilities 


Last of Jeannie 





Gags and puns on ‘Jeannie 
With the Light Brown Hair’ have 
about petered out. But one of 








Al Donahue ‘Torna A Surriento’-‘You’re a Double Lovely’ (Okeh 6159) 

Al Donahue once fitted into the Rainbow Room, New York, with the 
style of band he led. He rebuilt to a more popular groove. 
out as well as expected and he recently rebuilt the group again. On third or 
band and new arrangements repre- 


fourth release for Okah 
sent 100% improvement. 


the new 
Work on 


Double Lovely’ is clean and full of fresh life. 

Herman with English lyric, has been out some time, but it makes little dif- RUSSE COMPOSER’S SUIT 
Phil Brito’s smooth vocalling in Italian and Donahue’s instru- | 

mental work burnishes the strong melody. 

eign to most listeners won’t matter much; a fine melody talks any language. 


Coupling shows the band ina solid rhythm light with good tempo, arrange- 
Early tenor break is bright. Dee Keating does neat 


ference. 


ment and playing. 
vocal. 


Inkspots ‘What Good Would It Do?’-‘When Heartaches Begin’ (Decca 3720) 


Spots have been consistent of late and these two don’t break the string. 
Both ballads, they sit easily right off and grow stronger with additional 
playing. Tenor interprets both melodies with usual background. 





Artie Shaw ‘Alone Together’-‘Who’s Excited?’ (Victor 27385) 
Records are to be Shaw’s only popular music outlet. 
easy market for the smartly tailored arrangements he uses. 
gether’ is not as well known a melody as some of his recent string, but it’s 
At average tempo, everything blends 
solidly. Reverse picks up speed and draws similar comment. 


equally effective from any angle. 


King Sisters ‘I Understand’-‘My Sister and I’ (Bluebird 11122) 


Both good. 


that it almost topples. 
I Worry?’, 





Jimmie Lunceford ‘Dinah’ (two sides) (Columbia 36054) 
Cutting was probably done some time ago. 


no difference. 
indiscrimate jive fans huddle. 





Woody Herman ‘Let’s Get Away from It All’-‘Chloe’ (Decca 3712) 
Herman’s cutting of first is best version of the tune. 


but easy tempo. 
it up. 
been better with less lyric. 





Cab Calloway ‘Special Delivery’-‘Greedy Joe’ (Okeh 6147) 
Calloway jive buyers will find both tunes worth the time. 


aptly titled. 





Lanny Ross ‘Mother’s Day Song’-‘Ave Maria’ (Victor 27390) 


With Mother’s Day coming up in few weeks this pair should find good 
First tune, collaborated on by Alec Templeton, is an okay 
melody and it’s nicely handled by Ross at various tempos, 
It'll sell. 


reception. 


helps. ‘Ave’ needs no comment. 





Kay Kyser ‘Wise Old Owl’-‘Tell It to Marines’ (Columbia 36051) 
Kyser’s ‘Owl’ takes a back seat to none of previous versions. 
Playing lifts at fairly fast tempo. 


is late release. 
verse stacks up as good novelty. 
lyrics. 





Tony Pastor ‘Braggin’ ’-‘Copley Square’ (Bluebird 11119) 
Almost all vocal, first tune boosts Pastor’s stock. Guy turns out listen- 
able vocals on such stuff as ‘Braggin’,’ a distant cousin to ‘Let’s Do It,’ one 
Reverse picks up speed and evolves into a well- 


of his heaviest clicks. 
played original with standout breaks. 


Kings handle ‘Understand’ in neat fashion, cutting an excel- 
lently turned arrangement at slow tempo. 
to ring in fine solos. Group rates equal comment on ‘Sister,’ which is done | 
at slow tempo, but avoids the heaviness of so many other low-speed ver- 
sions of the tune, Eddie Howard's (Columbia 36074) for instance, which Kenny's crew broke all records dur- 
starts out with a trumpet playing ‘Taps,’ then goes on at so slow a speed | 


He backs it with an equally draggy version of ‘Do 


Only corners from which it will get play will be where 
Spilling over two sides work is heavily 
over-arranged, almost completely hiding tune’s identity. 


Arrangement and playing and Muriel Lane’s vocal clean 
It’s backed by a Herman vocal of ‘Chloe.’ 
Gene Krupa tackles ‘Let’s Get Away’ (Okeh 
6130) and takes away a lot of the tune’s pull with a brittle and driving 
arrangement coupled te n.s.g. Anita O’Daye vocal. 
a@ Little Bit South of North Carolina,’ so-so. 


It’s a driving arrangement that rides hot and strong all 
through and it’s set with several sock breaks. 
‘Minnie,’ utilizing hi-de-ho style of vocaling in slow tempo. 


Tune sells at merch tempo, with good | - 


them is now going the rounds of 
retail liquor dealers. 

A boy enters a store and de- 
mands ‘a bottle of ginnie with 
the light brown label.’ 


It didn’t work 


‘Torna A Surrento’ and ‘You’re a 


‘Sorrento,’ as done by Woody 











Fact that Brito’s lyric is for- 


VS. UA, ALSO 20TH-FOX 


Serge Adelheim, assignee of one 
Beresovsky, Russian composer, filed 
suit yesterday (Tuesday) in N.Y. 


supreme court against United Artists 
Corp., seeking $5,000 for the alleged 
unauthorized use of a song entitled 
‘Be Still, My Love, Be Still’ in ‘We 
Live Again.’ 

Adelheim filed an identical suit 
against 20th Century-Fox, charging 
the illegal use of the song in ‘British 
Agent.’ 





He should find an 
‘Alone To- 


No vocals. 








Stan Patton, sax man with Mart 
|Kenny’s Western Gentlemen, opening 
soon et Banff, Alberta, is forming his 
own band to play the summer at 
Brant Inn, Burlington, Ont., where 


Break up quartet work in spots 


On the 


—— 


Upbeat 





Al Miller will direct a Ruby New- 
man unit for third season opening 
June 28 at Hotel Preston, Swamp- 
scott, Mass. 





Sammy Eisen will lead Ruby 
Newman’s orchestra on May 8 at 
the Empire Dance, Hotel Vendome, 
Boston, for 130 Boston debs, 





Abe Lyman opens June 20 for 
four weeks at Palladium, Hollywood, 
California, first time since 1932 that 
he has been in home territory. 





Cecil Golly’s band set for Rain- 
bow Gardens, Strafford, Pa., open- 
ing May 14, 





Joe Frasetto’s WIP house band 
to play at junior dances for Temple 
University and St. Joseph’s College. 





Jose Morand opens at the Roose- 
velt hotel, N. Y., May 4 replacing 
Guy Lombardo. Just closed a seven 
month run at Cleveland’s Hotel 
Statler, 





Charlie Barnet plays one-nighter 
at Pittsburgh’s new Hill City Ball- 
room tonight (30). 





Milton Pickman resigned his con- 





|ing the past winter. 


agency the end of last week to de- 





nection witn the Lyons &.lLyons |! 


vote all of his time to general man. 
aging Monte Proser’s Dance Carniva] 
Inc. the operating company for 
Proser’s Madison Square Garden, 
New York, summer program. Pick. 
man joined Lyons only few monthg 
ago to sell film, stage stars, for pers 
sonal appearances, 





Dominic F, Zullo, who works pro.- 
fessionally under the name of Don 
Zullo, left his band in Kansas City 
to return to Detroit for his draft 
summons, Earlier Detroit calls here 
yanked into khaki, Anton Patti, ta. 
ing him away from Patti and His 
Singing Strings, and Jack Rosevear, 
comedy pianist who also had his 
own orchestra. 





Buddy Clark cut four sides for 
Okeh records last week. Vocalized 
‘Little Old Church in England,’ 
‘Lamplight,’ ‘When That Man Ig 
Dead and Gone’ and ‘Goodbye Now.’ 





Dorothy Sims has replaced Pa- 
tricia Willis as vocalist with Paul 
Pendarvis. 





Howdy Baum, who used to have 
a band of his own, has succeeded 
George Weber as pianist with 
Archie Tarshis orch at Yacht Club, 


(Continued on page 58) 








When it was recorded makes 


Wild pitching. 


Band gets a solid 





Okay, but would have 













He backs it with ‘Just to VARIETY. 






respective publishers.) 





‘Special’ is 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 

Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 


Figures and names in 























‘Greedy’ is twist on leader’s 














Background 








Only fault 
Sully Mason vocals. Re- 


| ene me es " 
1 Amapola a oe a ee a Dorsey...| Decca... (7) Marks 

| 2 \Understand. . . Jimmy Dorsey... Decca... (5) Feist | 
3 Dolores ..... Bing Crosby... | Decca... (4) Paramount | 


























Band Reviews 














EDDY OLIVER ORCHESTRA (9) 
LaMartinique, N. Y. 

Eddy Oliver has a very danceable 
band for the class rooms. He has also 


} 


a personable setup with his nine men, | 
including himself as pianist-conduc- | 


tor from the Steinway. At LaMar- 
tinique, where Danny Kaye is the 
rime draw, the bands’ major func- 
ion is that Oliver’s and Herbert Cur- 
belo’s congarhumba combo just dis- 
= serviceable dansapation. The 
ame element is a secondary aspect. 

Coming north from a season at the 
class Hollywood Beach (Fle.) Hotel, 
Oliver is also a bit of a globe-trotter, 


having long been at Les Ambassa- 
deurs, Paris, and at lLeTouquet, 
French spa. In fact he almost got 


caught with his band following the 
Nazi blitz, end only was able to get 
out by way of Brussels in N 
1939. 

His present combo comprises an 
effective steel guitar (Hy Glantz), 
three reeds (who doubleviolins), one 


Nov ember, 


trumpet, drums, string bass and vio- | 


linist-concertmaster, Hy Kitover, who 
also arranges. Latter with Ted Stan- 
ley, on the violin, are both Juilliard 
alumni. All handle vocals _ but, 
primarily, Oliver’s is a pert terp 
combo, excellent for the forthright 
dance purpose thereof. Abel. 





HANK WINDER ORCHESTRA (10) 

With Pud Moel 

Pla-Mor Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
Groomed and musically 

up in the territorial field when he 

was a trombone-playing member of 


brought | 


Ralph Slade’s orchestra, Hank Win- | 


der, very new and still a little rough, 
is making his bid as the ninth attraec- 


tion to be offered in the midlands by | the band, and does a smooth mouth- 


the Vic Schroeder bookery. Winder’s 


|all the band chores, and it’s a Russ 


unit is a compact outfit, every man, 
including the leader, working. Prime 
mover in the tempo is his two-bass 








setup which includes a sax bass and 

a bull fiddle-bass horn combo, which 

heavily underscores the rhythm. 
The music is in slower vein most 





of the time, and the jivists won’t find 





a thing for them here. On the other 
hand, the span of his reach to older 
people who can cope with his style 
will more than make up for the few 


4 Band Played Om... oj Sesters | Decca... (3) PD 

§ OneiLove . ©... }Gienn Milter. | Biucvira ® Forster 
6 There'll Be Changes Made.) oii Moncoe] Biuctird,(2? Marks 

7 Oh Look At Me Now . << Bae enn cai “@) Embassy 
G Perfidia . . . . . «}BennyGoodnacl Columbia?) Southern 
Q May I Never Love Again.) 525, Chester. | Biucnisd. © BM 





hot-footers he’ll lose. Latter are pre- 





dominant in this Pla-Mor bailiwick, 
which made it a tough date for him 
to play, but after the first hour, with 
a few compromises, Winder was 





10 Music Makers 





* ) Andrews Sisters 


{ Harry James ..§ Columbia 
Decca... 


(1) Paramount 





making out very well. 

The crew embraces three regular 
saxes, Ray Erickson, Ist; Red Har- | 
vey, tenor; Joe Boatman, 3rd, and 
Ken Kenneth rides on the bass sax; | 
Lloyd Luhman Ist trumpet; Gene 
McClain, 2nd; and Winder on trom- 
bone, for the brasses; Pud Moel, bass 
fiddle-horn; Hobby Palmer, piano, 
and Walt Bahm, drums. 

Jury is still out on Winder over the 
bulk of the territory he’s skedded to 
play, but his initial dates, which 
have sent him into Iowa, Nebraska, 
and Minnesota have found him win- 
ning. He should become a major fac- 
tor, in time, for the multitude of 
dance dates hereabouts which amount 
to elder get-togethers. He is doing, 
and will have to do a little more to 
allay criticism from the young, but 
he seems adaptable to a certain ex- 
tent already. 

Winder is a self-effacing individual, 
taking his assignment as the leader 
mostly as if he were one of. the 
men. He has his horn written into 

















Sorrento 



















Intermezzo 





Morgan type. Moel is the voice of 


ing of lyrics when up. Art. 


My Sister and I... 


Let’s Get Away from It All. 


Until Tomorrow 


Cees ee eee eeeenees 


Everything Happens to Me... 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


{ Woody Herman 
} Al Donahue.... 


{ Dick Robertson 


Lie Kae ea areas 4; Al Donahue ........ Okeh..BMI 
| Kay Kyser ......Columbia 
{ Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 
osecces oe | Benny Goodman..Columbia..BMI 
Bob Chester...... Bluebird 
{ Woody Herman......Decca fois 
** 1 Tommy Dorsey...... Victor’ - Embassy 


Frankie Masters 


Sammy Kaye........ Victor 


Marie Greene 
Guy Lombardo 


Benny Goodman Columbia 


{ Woody Herman 


Sammy Kaye........Victor 
{ Horace Heidt.....Columbia 
4 


aware Okeh..BMI 
...Columbia 
.....Decca..Schuberth 
oes Decca Embassy 


‘) Tommy Dorsey .... 





(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 
demand on the coin machines.) 


‘Okeh* . Southern 


. .Republie 








Victor’ 











/ 
; 
; 
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- Bands at Hotel B. O. 


| Kaye Rolls Up $4300, Lyman, $4,118, 
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(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks ps Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Clyde Lucas* ....Biltmore (300; See hetciccicces & 700 3,425 

Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............. 2 1,750 + 3,470 
Ray Kinney....... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 2 1,450 3,125 | 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 28 1,325 36,000 | 
Gene Krupa.......Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 1 1,475 1,475 | 
Harry James...... TAmcolm (B00; TSC-G1)....ccccccsececes O +475 475 | 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 
+ Two days; opened Friday (25). 





Tucker, $2,200, Gill, $1,800 on 1-Niters 


(Estimates) 


Henry Busse (Casa Loma, St. Louis, April 23). With stiff competition 
in form of Dick Jurgens at Chase Club, Busse drew fair 1,400 at 50c. for 
$700. 

Cab Calloway (Terp B., Austin, Minnesota, April 24). Calloway drew 
approximately 1,000 heads at 90c plus tax for about $900. Capacity is 1,400 
so take was Okay. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., Boston, April 26). Playing fifth 
straight Saturday, Donahue got 850 shufflers at 55c-44c for good $425. 

Tommy Dorsey (Benjamin Franklin hotel, Philadelphia, April 18). Press 
Photographers’ Ball took $5,150 from 2,060 entrants at $2.50 a head. 

Emerson Gill (Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, April 26). Playing for 
National Jewish Youth Convention hop, Gill pulled nifty $1,800 from 600 | 





at $3 per. Day before (25), at Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo, Gill drew | 
275 couples at $1.50 pair for okay $412.50 at St. Vincent’s Hospital dance. 
Erskine Hawkins (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., April 27). Ap- 


proximately $1,304 gross at average 55c from 2,713 attendees was anything 
but good. 


Inkspots (Colored Library Aud., San Antonio, April 21). Bad weather 
held down take, but Spots got sock $800 with same number stubs at 95c- 
$1.10. Skipping to Houston (22) quartet drew about 2,500 at 85c-99c. Gross 
about $2,200. At Aud., Galveston (23). Spots did socko $3,000 at average $1. | 

Sammy Kaye (Memorial Aud., Buffalo, April 22). Kaye lured fair 1,800 | 
at $1 here. At Arena, New Haven, Conn., Sunday (27) Swing and Sway | 
was well received by about 9,200 in two shows. With vaude, take amounted | 
to $4,300 at 45c to $1.10. About three-quarters capacity. 

Mart Kenny (Trianon B., Regina, Sask., April 15).. Air force trainees 
stationed here helped boost Kinsmen Club hop to 500 couples at $2 pair. 
Over 100 turned away. Sock considering Kenny’s repeated stands here. 

Kay Kyser (Municipal Aud., New Orleans, April 24). Kyser’s used to 
pulling hefty audiences. He grossed approximately $11,000 here, with 
about 8,500 dancers and spectators at average $1.25 apiece. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Aud., Buffalo, New York, April 23). Good 2,500 
draw »rought in $2,500 at $1 a head. At Trianon B., Cleveland (24) band 


played to 1,000 people at 85c advance, $1.10 door for estimated $925 gross 
Fair. 

Abe Lyman (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 25-26). Records 
still don’t stand long here. Playing first shot at Totem Pole, Lyman drew 
2,900 Friday and 3,200 Saturday for terrific $4,118 gross at $1.35 pair. 

Johnny McGee (Colony C.C., Albany, New York, April 25). McGee 
culled good 130 couples at $5.50 per at Siena College Junior Prom. Ca- 
pacity of spot is about 350. 

Red Nichols (Raymor B., Boston, April 21-22-24). 
despite repeated stands here. Drew 500, 575 and 625 in three separate 
nights for big mid-week $1,014. Wednesday (23) band hopped to Totem 
Pole, Auburndale, and sold 1,200 at usual $1.35 couple on his music for | 
gross of $810. On Friday (25) Nichols played at Alumnae Hall, Brown U., | 
Providence, R. I., and drew 400 at $5.50 couple for good $1,100. 

Ray Noble (Capitol theatre, Manitowoc, Wis., April 23). Noble’s gross 
of $1,509 with 2,332 attendance was okay. At Orpheum theatre, Daven- 
port, three days (26-28) Noble got good play from 10,300 stubholders at 
30¢ to 55c. 

Bunny Berigan-Jack Renard (Playmor-Raymor B., Boston, April 25-26). | 
Renard’s first date and a Berigan return brought in 2,000 Friday and 2,200 | 
Saturday for excellent $2,640 at 65c-55c, best weekend in two months. 

Dick Rogers (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., April 27). 








Nichols still strong 


| 


Rogers take of $697 


" from 930 dancers at 75c was disappointing. 


Charlie Spivak (Saratoga Springs, New York, April 21). 
with about 350 at $5 was okay. 

Tommy Tucker (Azalea Festival, Charleston, S. C., April 2 
did swell $2,200 or so at 85c advance-$1.10 door, taking out $ 
end. 


Take of $1,750 
5) Tucke! 


9] 
1,150 as hi 


Paul Whiteman (Maxwell House hotel, 
Whiteman got good $1,350 with 1,271 at $1.10. 

Sterling Young (Peony Terrace, Omaha, Neb., 
resulted from Young’s two-day stand here. 


Tenn . 


Nashville, April 25). 
April 26-27). Good $1,100 
Drew 1,900 at 55c-60c 








| RIMAC OPERATED ON 


| 
acai Undergoes Emergency Ap- 


pendix Slicing in Youngstown 
| 


Wade Batons, Byrne Il 


Stuart Wade, new vocalist with the 
Bobby Byrne band, fronted that out- | 


| Ciro Rimac was stricken with an 
fit for three days end of last week appendicitis attack last week (24) in 


while Byrne recuperated in a New , Youngstown, O., the closing day of 

York hospital from bronchial pneu- his orch’s three-day date there. He 

monia and a sinus condition. Wade | “@S§ rushed to St. Elizabeth's hos- 

batonned at Miami U., O f 4.0 pital, where he is reported doing 
ed at Miami U., Oxford, O., 


well following an operation. 
j Se re] | ae : v 
Friday (25), Trianon B., Cleveland, Meanwhile, his son, Charlie Boy 


the following evening and at Myers | took over the baton. 
Lake Park, Canton, Saturday. 

Byrne rejoined the band yester- 
Gay (Tues.) at a recording date for 
Decca in New York and goes back 
to bandstand work tomorrow (1) at 
Trianon Ballroom, Toledo. 

















Ray Benitez band ended 43-week 
stay at Cawthon hotel, Mobile, Ala., | 
April 25. Jerry Gilbert band re- | 
placed. 


| May 18-19, Graystone B., Detroit; 20, 


| Aud., 


|} a name group. 





Band Bookings 


Dol Brissette, May 3, Mass. State 


Guard Military Ball, Armory, Wor- 
cester, Mass.; 10, private party, Hotel 
Bancroft, Worcester, Mass. 

Bobby Byrne, May 6, Graystone B., 
Detroit; 7, Youngstown, O.; 9, Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va.; 10, Duke U.,, 
Durham, N. C. 

Cab Calloway, May 4, Tromar B., 
Des Moines, Ia.; 6, Pine Bluff, Ark.; 
7, Fair Park, Dallas, Tex.; 8, Aud., 
Houston; 9, Aud., San Antonio; 10, 
Plantation Club, Houston; 22. Muni- 
cipal Aud., Macon, Ga.; 23, City Aud. | 
Atlanta; 26, Aud., Roanoke, Va.; 28,/ 














‘Offy’ for Short 








The boys are calling him Cole | 
‘Offenbach’ Porter since label 
on his newest tune, to be used 
in a Columbia film, has been re- 








. realed. 
Market Aud., Wheeling; 30-June 26,| Ve&alec. ; 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago. | : 7 Beogie = Woogie Sarce- 
roiie. | 


| 

Larry Clinton, April 30, Armory, | 
North Adams, Mass. | 
Al Donahue, May 8, Monroe, La.;| Charleston, S. C.; 31, Tybee Beach, 


: | Savanah, Ga. 
9-10, Texas A & M, College Station. George King, May 7, Graystone B., 
Sam Donahue, April 30, May 3, | 


: Detroit. 
Hampton Beach Casino, Hampton | Jimmie Lunceford, May 18, Wan-| 
Beach, N. H. | decane B., Idaho Falls; 19, U. of 
Jimmy Dossey, May 16, Cornell U.,| Idaho, Pocatello; 21, Senator B., 
Ithaca, N. Y.; 17, Sunnybrook B.,| Seattle; 23, week, Beacon theatre, 
Pottstown, Pa.; 18, Ritz, B., Bridge-| Vancouver, B. C.; 30, Century B., 
port, Conn.; 23-25, Metropolitan! Tacoma; 31, McElroy’s Spanish B.,| 
theatre, Providence; 28, Philadel-| Portland, Ore. 
phia; 29; Johns-Hopkins U., Balti- Clyde McCoy, May 1-3, State thea- 
more; 30, Mercersburg Academy,| tre, Easton, Pa.; 6-19, T. D. Kemp 
Mercersburg, Pa.; 31, Steel Pier, At-| circuit, N.-S. Carolina; May 23-June | 
lantic City. |5, Beverly Hills C. C., Newport, Ky.; 
Sonny Dunham, May 2, Totem Pole | June 7-19, Muehlebach hotel, Kansas 
B.. Auburndale, Mass. | City, Mo.; June 20-July 3, Meadow- | 


; ‘ -.| brook C. C., St. Louis. 
Ella Fitzgerald, May 15, Township | Mone. xe , 
Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 16, Benevolent) Ruby Newman, a hae aang 
Temple, Greenville, S. C.; 17, A. &| College Jr. Prom, Cambridge, Mass. 
, we Ba Ay | Red Nichols, April 30,‘May 1, Ray- 
T. College, Greensboro, N. C.; er . Mesten 
Armory, Ashville, N. C.; 19, Dixie-| ia P 2 _ 
land, Lexington, N. C.; 20, Benseiaie. | Tony Pastor, May 3, Sunnybrook 


ee * : ; |B. Pottstown, Pa.; 8, Lakewood | 
B., Cincinnati; 21, St. Moritz, Pitts-| Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 10, Her-| 








| burgh; 22, Sunset Terrace, Indian- 
a : , shey Park, Hershey, Pa. : 
— #3, week, Regal theatre, Alvino Rey, May 4, Arena, New 
it Haven, Conn. 
Woody Herman, May 10, Aud,, | Dick Rogers, May 4, Cocoanut} 


Milwaukee. . 
Four Inkspots-Sunset Royal Orch., 


| Grove B., Toledo; 6-11, Tunetown B., 
St. Louis. 

Roly Rogers, May 9, Simmons Col- 
B., Cleveland; 21, Market) lege Sr. Prom, Copley Plaza, Boston. 
Wheeling, W. Va.; 22, City Roland Russell, May 3, Oceanview 
Aud., Wheeling; 23, Pepper Ware-| B., Revere Beach, Mass. 
house, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 24, Joe Venuti, May 4, four 
Beckley Arena, Beckley, W. Va.; 25,| Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. 


Trianon 


weeks, 


Armory, Danville, Va.; 26, Memorial Jerry Wald, May 29, six weeks, 
Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 27, Armory,| Mansion, Youngstown, O.; July 12, 


Charlotte, N. C.; 28, Township Aud.,| indef., Buckeye Lake, Ohio. 








Inside Stuff—Orchestras 








Abe Lyman and Billy Rose are still status quo on the last summer’s book- 
ing when the maestro played at Rose’s ill-fated Barbary Coast, a midway 
nitery at the N. Y. World’s Fair. Lyman claimed some $19,000 due him, 
per contract, and will settle for $10,000, following complaint to the AFM, 
which sustained him. 

Another pending AFM tiff, which has been referred to the executive 
board, is a $1,200 claim by Eddy Oliver, maestro last summer at the flop 
Ross-Fenton Farms (Jersey roadhouse) venture when Meyer Davis and 
Ralph Maurice operated it. Latter got jammed with the Government on 


taxes. but Oliver wants Davis to assume $600, or half the amount. Latter 
claims it’s a corporate and not an individual obligation. 

Abe Lyman last week hired a platter promotion man to boost sales of 
recordings in advance of the Lyman band on its tours through the coun- 
try. He is Eddie Heller, a member of the record sales departments of 
the Raymond Rosen Co., locai RCA-Victor distributors. a 

Heller will travel two weeks ahead of the band and contact record 
dealers, schools, colleges, juke box eperators, and ballyhoo Lyman discs. 

Initial stunt will be the issuance of a ‘gold seal’ record in honor of 
Lyman’s opening at the Palladium, Los Angeles, next month. 

Bob Reynolds, unknown singer who came into New York about six 
months ago as vocalist with the Coquettes, all-girl band, got a Job as an 


usher at the Roxy theatre to support himself while trying to hook up with 
Hearing that Bill Darnell, singer with Bob Chester, was to 
be drafted, Reynolds presented himself at Chester’s manager’s office to try 


for the job, but was advised to wait a week until Chester got in off the 
road to be auditioned 

Getting Chester’s itinerary the usher took a few days a.w.o.]. from his 
job and spent $11 of his only $15 to take a bus to Greensburg, Pa., to sing 
for one night with the band. He returned to New York with no decision 
from the leader and auditioned again when Chester came ir but under 

etter « ns He wv ¢ co t in tel é 

é 7, Friday (25) 

Riva pre age Vv e bee vaiting fo How d R yr p.a 
for Gene Krupa, to be te nto the Ar ot ‘ ( nake a 
I fc the Kru ccount ‘ f< ( | 1tme Krupa | , 
arrangements with Richmond to continue praising the band from camp if 
the Government grabs him for its defense prog and he tations od 
erately close to New York. Richmond is supposed to be taken May 7 

Howard Dulaney, Krupa’s vocalist, is also on the verge of training He’s 


| to be given a physical examination this week. } 





Of the sundry publishing houses recently established the Collwill Corp. 
is a sideline of Ted Collins, Kate Smith's manager. Nationwide is owned 
by Lanny Ross and Del Sharbutt, Sammy Kaye is the chief stockholder in 
Republic, Gene Krupa holds Variety Music Co. and Dick Jergens Variety 
Music Corp. Mutual Music Society is a Glenn Miller operation, Guy Lom- 
bardo controls London Music and Tommy Dorsey started the Embassy 
firm. Richard Kollmar, musical comedy performer and husband of Dorothy 


Kilgailen, is associated with Americana, and Jimmie Lunceford is the | 
New Era connection. 
7 aaa wig | 

Sammy Kaye's band tangled with Government defense preparations 


week ago on a trip between two dates. Bus band was riding in from date 
at U. of Illinois to Crystal Palace, Coloma, Mich., sideswiped a truck carry- 
ing a heavy die near Kankakee, Ill. Die, an expensive one, was cracked 
in the crash 

While no member of the band was hurt, outside of a severe shaking, the | 
bus they were aboard was put out of commission. Held up four hours | 
while a new jalloppy was rushed up from Chicago. 


| like $20,000, better than 


——— 


Goodman, $37,000, J. Dorsey, 286, 
Strong N.Y. H.0.s: 
Indpls., Heidt, 206, No Philly Panic 


Herbeck N.G. 76, 


Estimates for This Week 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Kansas City— 
(Tower; 2,110; 10-30). With ‘Sleep- 
ers West’ (20th) on screen. Good 
$7,300 in prospect. Film is an alright 


| grosser, but not big. 


Jimmy Dorsey, 
(Strand; 35-55-85-99). 
Lie’ (WB) on 


New York— 
With ‘Great 
screen. Continued 


‘draught of picture and the Dorsey 


bands means $28,000 this week (3d), 
good enough to schedule show for a 


fourth. Last week (2d) was strong 
at $38,600. 

Benny Goodman, New York~— 
(Paramount; 35-55-85-99 ). With 


‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par) on screen, 
plus Copacabana Revue and other 
acts. Finished third week last night 
(Tues.) at $37,000, strong. Picture 
starts fourth week today (Wed.) 
with Harry James replacing Good- 
man, latter being unable to remain 
longer due to previous bookings, 


Phil Harris, Los Angeles—(Para- 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Second 
week, with ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) on 
screen. Combo is gliding into lu- 


crative $20,000, after solidly ringing 
the bell with $32,000 in first chuk- 
ker. Film stays third week, but 
Harris departs as per the original 
agreement. 

Horace Heidt, Philadelphia— 
(Earle; 2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). Heidt 
stage show is coupled with ‘Blondie 
Goes Latin’ (Col) on screen. Looks 
the tally 
here in recent weeks, but under ex- 
pectations. 

Ray Herbeck, Indianapolis— 
(Lyric; 1,900; 25-30-40). With ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep) on screen. Sympathy 
is in order, with the gross hovering 
around $7,000, punko. House may 
break even, but that’s about all. In- 
dianapolis takes continue to scrape 
bottom, and—for lack of other alibig 
—the operators are hanging it on the 


| weather. 


Wayne King, Minneapolis—(Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44.55). With stage 
revue and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan’ 
(M-G) on screen. Good $12,500 an- 
ticipated, with King getting all the 
credit. But this figure doesn’t stack 
up near to the $18,000 or $20,000 King 


'could land here some years ago. All 


grosses sub-normal in this burg for 
weeks, 

Dick Todd, 
3,200; 28-44). 


Chicago—(Oriental]; 
With Eddie Peabody 
on stage and ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(RKO) (reissue) on screen. Film 
has played the loop three times be- 
fore, which is no help to the combo, 
So-so $12,000, with Todd largely at- 
tracting what money there is. 
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In the Wax Works 
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Louis Armstrong (Decca) ‘Do You 
Call That a Buddy,’ ‘Hey Lawdy 
Mama,’ ‘I'll Get Mine Bye and Bye,’ 
‘Yes Suh.’ 

Teddy Powell (Bluebird) 
Out of My Way,’ ‘Ode to 
‘All I Need,’ ‘Fans Coulette’. 

Bob Chester (Bluebird) ‘Until To- 
morrow, ‘Clap Your Hands on the 
After Beat’, 

Vaughn Monroe (Bluebird) ‘Yours,’ 
‘Aurora,’ ‘Monkey on a String,’ ‘What 


‘I Went 
Spring,’ 


Word is Sweeter Than Sweetheart’, 
Woody Herman (Decca) ‘My Mom, 
Unt To I ’ ‘Dancing in 

Dark Tin Change Everything,’ 

G’bye Now’ Intermezz ‘One- 
lighter’. 

Harry James (Columbia) ‘Cherry,’ 

‘Found a Million Dollar Baby’, 
Xavier Cugat (Columbia) ‘Ma« 


, Tere ‘ Sane ‘ ho” 
dreselva Guaracha’. 


Need a Wig? 


Boston, April 29. 
Red Nichols is seeking a solution 
for the confusion caused by hig 
manager, George Tasker’s red hair. 
Some ballroom attendants have 
been mistaking Tasker for Nichols. 


Nostalgia,’ 





Arena Extends Season 
New Haven, April 29. 
Arena has decided to extend spring 
season of Sunday names, following 
biz upturn with Tommy Dorsey and 
Sammy Kaye. 
Alvino Rey band and King Sisters 


‘coming up (4). 

















5s MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 30, 194] 





NBC-WFBR Exchange Wires 


Music Notes 





Following are copies of wires exchanged between Niles Trammell, 


NBC prez, and Hope Barroll, Jr., e 


affiliate which switches to Mutual soon, during the past two days on 


the ASCAP situation: 


(The Message) 


Hope Barroll, Jr. 
Station WFBR 
Baltimore, Md. 


For the information of all our affiliates, representative of NBC met 
with representative oi ASCAP today at ASCAP’s request. 


submitted proposal on a per progra 
ried analysis of these proposals ca 
not satisfactory to the National Br 
informed of developments, 


(The Reply) 


Niles Trammeli 
National Broadcasting Co. 
30 Rockefeller Center 
New York, N. ¥. 
In reply to your wire of the 23th 


a lot of fun walking in and out of meetings with ASCAP trying to get 


special deals. 


Gene De Paul and Don Raye are 
leleffing songs for ‘Moonlight in 


Baltimore, April 29. ; 
* Hawaii’ at Universal. 





xecutive v.p. of WFBR, local NBC 


_ Daniel Amfitheatrof and Earl 
: Brent scoring ‘The Get-Away’ at 
, Metro. 





April 28, 1941. 

| Peter Tinturin composing tunes for 
the next Roy Rogers western at Re- 
public. 





ASCAP 
m and on a blanket basis. A hur- 
uses us to conclude that they are 
oadcasting Co. We will keep you 

Niles Trammell, 


Herbert Stethart assigned as mu- 
sical director on Metro's ‘Smilin’ 
Through.’ 





Robert Emmett Dolan supervising 
the music for ‘Birth of the Blues’ at 


> 
April 29, 1941, Paramount. 





Johnny Mercer and _é Arthur 
Schwartz doing the songs for ‘Navy 
Blues’ at Warners. 


it looks to me as if you must have 





Ann Ronell’s ‘The Merry-Go- 


Hope Barroll, Jr. Round’ was bought by Harry Sher- 




















| ASCAP-MBS Terms: 314% 


being granted by ASCAP, while the 
latter’s board of directors was en- 
gaged in discussing the disputed 
clauses. The schedule of fees is set: 
3% on all commercial programs (the 
blanket arrangement) and 10% on 
sponsored programs using ASCAP 
music (the per program plan). 

As soon as ASCAP and Mutual 
counsel have agreed on the wording 
of the licensing contrect, MBS affili- 
aies will be asked to ratify it. The 
ratification procedure calls for W. E. 
Macfarlane, Mutual prez, to analyze 
the terms worked out with ASCAP 
in a telephone conference call, taking 
in all of the web’s affilicetes, and for 
the affiliates to wire back whether 
they prefer the blanket deal, or the 
per program plan. 


When the ASCAP board opened | 


its session yesterday afternoon the 
major peint of difference had to do 
with the inclusion of a clause which 
would compel ASCAP to submit any 
future deal suceeeding the present 
agreement for nine years to arbitra- 
tion. The ASCAP board appeared to 
be overwhelmingly opposed to any 
such proposal on the ground that the 


expiration date of the current agree- | 


ment is too far off to anticipate 
what procedure would be best for 
the Society at that time. The new 
agreement would run until Dec. 31, 
1949, 
Terms 

The contract which Mutual’s direc- 
torate and stockholders, 
John Shepard, 3rd, will recommend 
provides for a blanket fee, in pref- 
erence to a per program arrange- 


ment. This over-all basis is 3% for 
the remainder of 1941 and 3%% | 
for the succeeding eight years. | 


These terms are far better than the 
Mutual stations in the majority en- 
joyed under the contract which ex- 
pired at the end of last year. De- 
ductible before the collectable figure 
is determined are the agency com- 
mission, frequency discounts, wire 
lines and in some cases normal op- 
erating expenses. 

The discussions between the Mu- 
tual contingent and ASCAP opened 
last Thursday (24) and some of the 
sessions have lasted until 4 
morning. Just as 
seemed to have tied together ali 
loose strings in the negotiations some 
new angle would come up and the 
conferees were split wide open in bit- 
ter recriminations. Mutual’s chief 
burn on these occasions has been 
that its. people have had to fight for 
the very things which ASCAP in- 
dividual officials had promised them 
long ago and which had served as 
the basis for calling the Mutual 
board and stockholders into direct 
negotiations. Mutual kept ac- 
cusing ASCAP of backing away | 
from things that one of their admin- | 
istrators had committed himself to 
deliver, while ASCAP retorted that 
every tim® a concession was made | 
Mutual thought up another one, 
figuring that ASCAP was so anxious 
to make a deal that it would yield | 
to anything. | 

Looked Bad Monday 


By Monday afternoon (28) it) 
looked as though the negotiations had | 


difficulties and personal misunder- 
standings that the negotiations would 
blow up altogether. Mutual reps got 
together again with the ASCAP ne- 
gotiating committee that evening 
and in a conference that lasted until 
4 am. much of this was entangled 
and the latter decided to submit the 
final points at dispute to the ASCAP 
board for decision. Active in the 
legalistic department for Mutual 
have been Louis G. Caldwell, gen- 





~cnunued from page | 


excepting | 


in the | 
the two sides | 


man for his Paramount picture, ‘The 
Parson of Panamint.’ , 











Paul Mertz and Felix Adler are 
writing three songs _§ for 
Keaton’s short, “The Private Gen- 


eral Mutual counsel; Keith Masters, 
counsel for WGN, Chicago, and | 
Emanuel Dannett, lawyer for WOR, | 


eral,’ at Columbia, 




















Buster | formances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. 


| 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending April 26, 1941) 
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| MMAPMS ccccccocss cite dbeeererri vier Mnedes eetincend bacoonl Marks 

| HERGFINGEEO 2... cccccccccrsecscsccccesseeveseresverecs cores . Schuberth 
na ha dcce bed cea anneeee ween .. Warren 
I ee oc ee eed Cel eke eee hen a kece ..BMI 
I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time.................000. Broadway 
Te BMI 
6 tins d0:55 5444045 50 Oenbd erebns ree ses woebereaecencs Mel. Lane 
I I eta Shea eS eerie ihn sate HOO 0 SO dies oe Southern 
Pe eee, SD a curenseparewenweieedese coed Paramount 
oo cco cine: une ek Mee webeNe ee ms mbd BMI 
I I a oa nar ghia enaan pl ined MPN DNO AS bole --Berlin 
si Sodio sos k abou KARAS RE b wae e eee wanes .-Feist 
Oh Look at Me Now............c ccc ceeeeeeveees ores coves .-Embassy 
GED BEY Ss occccccdnccescaperedeeceteenseveceseses Soutbern 
is a ean osa ce na ean ke anmee dened db bee aneued BMI 


* Filmusical. 


Network Plugs, § A.M. fo 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (April 21-27). Total represents accumulated yper- 
[Dropped for 
|; some months, persistent trade demand prompted resumption of the plug’s 
| breakdown even though ASCAP tunes obviously can’t be logged.] 
| 


























. GRAND 
New York. a Love hoe ong and Murray | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
The chief ‘no’ man in the Mutual | Rumsey have cleffed “They Still Amapola Sinitien 37 
group of conferees against the | Make Love in London’ for U. S. a Worr aa TERTELLA ACTER LIL REE Steled ay” ee pod 
blanket fee arrangement has been | Music. My Sister Ake POC CHHO Re CORES Soom He Oba rer eorre ere OEE Ber S One... = 
Shepard, who om Monday advised Walkin’ by the are ss RN Perr Tt eee rer ry ~~ RS Z 
his associates that he was preparing | Bernard Herrmann, composer for sen” galt ead en, lela itl dled Rl -. 
a minority report that he would in- Orson Welles radio shows, was Th wil =e 3 woece cn cceeese se é- eoerccrces os Foro errrers —s Cocew os 
sist be submitted to affiliates along | signed by RKO to write the score | 7) ere 4 ome Changes Made............-.++0++++: — —_ ee 
with the report recommending the for ‘The Devil and Daniel Webster.’ gs A setlaseay An grag aienees ebid tonics map eee — ee 9 
fist fee deal. A Choice Artie Shaw, Ben Oakland and Mil- | Things I Love............... See e eee cece eeeeee eens Campbell ..... 21 
In any event Mutual affiliates will ton Drake cleffed ‘If It's You,” to be | ag pa ge suas Pees is the WN... .. 6 oe ccwesvecces | | a 21 
have the choice locally of paying for sung by Tony Martin in the next Oh, ook at Ea aE meee Embassy Cesece 20 
ASCAP music on a per program Marx Brothers picture at Metro. CR Ee ae ee on eoerre ae re 20 
hesis and aleo on netwesk busta ; Number 10 Lullaby Lane ee re ee rare” Warren eee 18 
if the majority of them so elect. The Jimmy Dodd sold his song, ‘Tt’s South of North RON edn nesaretlas cumpabesheossee Pee <sivyeews 17 
fee for such an arrangement would Never Frio Down in Rio,’ to Uni- You Walit | A ee eee reer er er a SSS ‘ 
lbe 10% on programs using ASCAP | versal for a musical short and will Everything Happens et ree re re Embassy ...... 14 
music. Reason that ASCAP agreed do his own guitar specialty with EN ES cio ig age Bividrean sles eemiece beeneweel Southern ...... 14 
to make it but 3% for the first eight the number. I Hear a IN cic carnse wane TEST Lene err ae 14 
months of the contract was that Mu- | So You're the One..... sete eens Selgite tora e arse ah we eelee ee 14 
tual negotiators argued that some Walter Jurmann and Bernie Gross- With a EE ae BONIS bbe bhi-assevesaveeebus eon’ EE ive evra ee 14 
allowance should be made for the | man sold three songs to Universal for Perfidia tetereeeees ee eee vig anh ehien Southern ...... 13 
affiliates’ current obligations to; the next Deanna Durbin starrer. High on a Windy Hill. sterner eee ere e tere een et ta eens arr 12 
| Broadcast Music, Inc. | Ditties are ‘Believe My Heart,’ ‘Do- | Ida Sweet as Apple Cider..............+..+05. ‘octegne sescceee 12 
It has been suggested from Mutual | ing Things for You’ and ‘The World | In the ge gg. ere rere eee se eeees Beacon Raseca ae oa 2 
sources that the inclusion of an | Is Waiting for Romance.’ | Let’s Get Away from It All. WW Rand ae 9006 8h eal otis 11 
arbitration clause as applied to the | are oe | May I Never Love ks s cbine iii cn ditowmnere eae warned ee 11 
next contract, that is after 1949, Johnny Marvin turned in three | Let’s Dream This One Out oOo Wee o ee Or ee me wee re wee wes BMI eeoeccecece 10 
might prove quite influential in the songs for the Columbia picture, ‘King | Song of the Islands...... . AREER CEERTEAEE LETTE ELT | ere 10 
radio industry’s determination of | of Dodge City.’ Ditties are ‘The ee er er ore eee Peer e re eee ee Tee ee FREES oscceeies 10 


BMI’s future. If broadcasting knows, | Empty Chair,” ‘He’s Lower Than a 
it was pointed out, that it won’t have; Snake’ and ‘The Trail That Leads} 
to deal with ASCAP on a strictly | Home.’ 
| arbitrary basis, it might find it ex- 

| pedient to shelve BMT altogether. Solo Music Publications, Inc., has 





ASCAP’s negotiating committee | been chartered to conduct a music 
met with Niles Trammell, NBC prez, | publishing business in New York, 
Monday afternoon (28) and it’s| with a capital stock of 200 shares, no 
scheduled to talk with Edward Klau-| par value. Directors are: Attorney 
ber, CBS executive v.p., this morning | Bernard Levine, Dorothy Bailen and 
(Wednesday). | Ann Adler, New York City. 


Inside Stuff—Music 
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| 
}| Vivian Johnson’s former spot at 
| West End, N. J., have given John N 
| Greenhut exclusivity for talent and 
| band bookings. 


On the Upbeat 


(Continued from page 56) 











| Ray Auburn’s orchestra is playing 


Pittsburgh, Weber moving into|at Barry’s Inn, on the Albany- 
Child’s restaurant for an engage- Schenectady Road. Marlow and 
ment on Hammond organ. Marlene, ballroom dancers, and 

George La Marr, emcee, complete 





Jack Gayle has signed a one-year ‘Me floor show. 


contact with the army to play lead 
alto and he was repleced in Red 
Nichols’ band by Joe Andre, from Ed 





Al Kaveliw opens summer dancing 
season next Friday and Saturday 





The Edward B. Marks Music Corp. was denied summary judgment Mon- | 
day (28) in the N. Y. federal court in connection with a copyright iafringe~- 

| ment suit by Marks against the Stasny Music Corp. and Betty F. Stasny. 
| Marks claims the plagiarism of its song ‘Alla in el Rancho Grande,’ ac- 
| quired from Silvano Ramus, a Mexican, in 1927, in defendants’ song bearing | 
| a similar title. 

Judge Murray Hulbert in denying plaintiff’s plea remarked that there | 
were triable issues on defendants’ claim that the song was a Mexican folk | 
song and in the public domain. An injunction, accounting of profits and | 
| damages are sought. 





ASCAP publishers are getting a break in the jukebox films produced by 
| Sam Coslow’s Cameo Productions. Producing for the Mills-Roosevelt ma- | 
chines, Coslow has so far canned 28 subjects, all ASCAP material of the | 
past such as ‘Stardust,’ ‘Penthouse Serenade,’ etc., and figures on continuing 
| the exclusive use in future shooting of 16 subjects every six weeks. 

Coslow is using name individuals as well as bands in his pictures. Reels 
have been shot with Mary Healey, Buddy Rogers, Johnny Downs, Shirley | 
Deane, Martha Tilton, Gale Storm, Harry Barris, Maxine Gray, as well as 
bands of Skinnay Ennis, David Rose, Will Osborne and Bobby Sherwood: 


| 





Mills Music, Inc., will publish within the coming month the scores of 
four film productions. Two of them will be Columbia’s ‘Betty Co-Ed’ and 
‘Time Out for Rhythm,’ while the other pair are Republic’s ‘Rookies on | 
Parade’ and ‘Sis Hopkins.’ 

Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin turned out the ‘Rhythm’ score and did 
all but the theme song for ‘Rookies.’ Eddie Cherkose and Jacques Press 
wrote the ‘Co-Ed’ tunes and Jules Styne and Frank Loesser collaborated on 
the ‘Hopkins’.score, 








The estate of Edgar F. Bitner, deceased music publisher and associate of 
Leo Feist, who died April 12, 1939, was probated Thursday (24) in the | 
N. Y. Surrogate’s court, showing a gross estate of $267,208 and a net of 


cash, and $27,500 in real estate. 
Two sons and a daughter receive one-third each of the estate, with ' 

Edgar F. Bitner, Jr., and John W, Bitner receiving theirs now, and Betty 

Hodgman, the daughter, receiving one-third in a trust fund for life, 





When Leopold Stokowski took his youthful symphony orchestra to 
South America last summer he scouted around for native talent and native 
tunes to record and bring back to the U. S. Eight sides of the stuff he 
cut in Brazil, Argentina, etc., are to be released next month by Columbia 
Records in an album as yet untitled, . 

Platters are. to be released under conductor’s name. He supervised entire 
job, recording them witk portable outfit. 











Drew’s WPRO (Providence) studio | (May 2-3) of Riverview Ballroom, 
outfit. Andre was also teaching on | Neponset, Mass, 
the side. 
| Canobie Lake Park, Salem, N. H., 
Bob Strong orchestra set for OPens next Saturday (May 3). 


Northwestern Sophomore drag and | Vaughn Monroe plays here May 14. 


the DePaul U. Wranglers Club 
dance in May. Strong orchestra 
doubles out of Chicago from duties 
on the Brown & Williemson tobacco 
firm’s ether musicals. 





Larry Sockwel¥ has replaced Eddie 
Johnstone as drummer with Henry 
Busse orch. Was formerly with 
| Anson Weeks. 
} 
Pete Viera orchestra has added a. 
new girl singer, Jean Flowery. 








Sam Luts, for past seven and a half 
years personal manager of Henry 
| Busse orch, left crew in Columbus, 

Bubbles Becker opened return. en- |O.» Seturdap GS» Cussently oe 
gagement at. Merry-Go-Round, Pitts- | tioning in Florida, plans to open N.Y. 
burgh, Friday (25) replacing Al office for handling personal orches- 
Fremont outfit. Latter goes to Kal- tral representation. _ Maestro  sadhth 
maxoo foe two weeks and then. te him a wristwatch prior to leaving. 











Savannah for four. Stan Zucker’s 
office booked. Vincent Lopez band may follow 
Frankie Masters at Taft hotel, New 
Buddy Carlson has moved into | York. Masters leaves June 22, com- 


Balconades, Pittsburgh, for an in- | Pleting a full year. 


definite stay. | 





Jack Egan, Tommy Dorsey’s p.a. 
Phil Brestoff, who built his band | for past five years or so, leaving 

up as the house orchestra during the | that job to road’ manager Alvino 

winter season’s infrequent vaudeville | Rey-King Sisters orchestra. 

at the Michigan theatre, Detroit, 

will divide his summer between the! Mannie Gershman, alto sax, out of 

links and the boats. Will be busier Bob Chester band and over to 








| than he was playing the intermittent |Tommy Dorsey to replace Johnny 


: stage shows. Will o the se | Mince, who’s to be drafted. 
got into such a maze of technical | $238,935. The estate consists of $120,386 in stocks and bonds, $107,310 in| at ‘aan a: ia a 





and also play 
Detroit Yacht Club dances. Cab Calloway band set for Sher- 
man hotel, Chicago, May 30 to June 


26. Jimmy Dorsey follows June 27. 





_&mmons and Johnson, Cafe So- 
ciety boogie-woogie duo, with Count 
Basie May 2-4 at State, Hartford. 





Dolly Mitchell, former vocalist 

| with Zez Confrey band, working 
Eddy Oliver band may go into the with Adrian Rollini trio at Doc's 

Palmer House, Chi, following their | Tavern, Baltimore. 

LaMartinique, N. Y., engagement. 











Jerry Wayne, former vocalist with 
Dario and Jim Vernon to move | Bobby Byrne, cutting solo sides for 
La Martinique’s summer home into: Decca. 
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such assignments now declared valid | to BMI, Whitcup’s lyrics were no 
( : © was, ‘ . . Carl Goerch, W men 66 H . 
writers of perhaps hundreds of | longer usable and a second set was seienmeanaeas Pisin Rigg ce eo For the time of your Life 
amous standard tunes will be barred | constructed by Ray Charles and the final day of the 1941 “ geasion, 


will have no recourse but to convey | idea and in certain lines. Woody ho a the alr as a cholr Make merry with the Music Makers. Lots of 
their renewal rights, as they register | Herman's recording of the tune, Th , he ber ‘God BI ee ’ 
j them, to the original publishers of| which boosted that band’s stock,) "6 DUMDEeL 0d Bess America Surprises. It’s only a dollar—Proceeds for 
their works. ‘used Whitcup’s ASCAP lyrics. jt — — a ae the Rel F Il. MANH 
: | scheduled performance, Goerch re- ; AY 4 lI CENTE / 
7 scneauie pel rye: oerc ell 5 A! UK 34 
———— — membered that ‘God Bless America’ ef — ' , ATTAN .f I N PER 34th 
ee _s_ bs . wac n Yt ae - 1 ) — 7 
l f i pe ln ‘ Lf win bent peng tbe wg he Splbrrre Street and 8th Avenue, Sunday, May 4th, 
. P ‘ 2 Id not be broadcas y the station 23 ™ 
eep your machines hummin an the nickels comin due te the crusts between teeads 1941. from 8:30 P.M. until ! 
' casters and the society over music ’ : ia. 
| with performance fees. 
‘ ‘America’ was -hastily substituted, 
; GLENN MILLER’S RECORDING OF and ae aka ie had Ret it. fons 
ator Roy Rowe of Pender County 
THE ONE | LOVE rose and introduced the resolution 





ing implications. 


before the establishment of a stand- 
ard uniform writers’ contract in 1932 


to get the renewal assignments from | 
With | 


their composers and authors. 


from capitalizing on the reassign- 


ment of their copyright and they | 


It was a common | 
practice among the major publishers | 



































cording of it had awakened interest 
in the tune. Whitcup, however, is} 
an ASCAP writer and when the 
| ASCAP-radio battle started and 
Southern granted exclusive perform- | 
ing rights to its Peer-published songs 


It happened this way: 

The senate, having completed its 
business for the moment but wait- 
ing to recess simultaneously with 
the house, filled the interim with 
group singing. 


S. K. Russell. Whitcup charges that 


=| esked and was given permissic re) 
this second set is too close to his in g Pp n t 





























Belongs ta Somebody Else 


BLUE BIRD RECORD No. B-11110 | 


of condemnation, which was quickly 


passed. 





Don Raye and Gene De Paul wrote 
two ditties for Universal’s picture 
‘Abbott and Costello in the Navy.’ 
Tunes are ‘Bring On the Navy’ and 


“IT’S AHONEY” | 











‘They're Off to See the World.’ 
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Tobani Case Principle Is Reaffirmed | British Best Sellers | ASCAP Sees M 
(For Week Ending March 29) S us oom ul rs 
o 
Last Time I Saw Paris. .Chappell 7 * 
Justice Wasservogel Findings in Schirmer vs. Rob- - ig nr nenmeties n ast anish With Normalcy; 
bins Advances the Legal Reasoning Johnny Peddler.,..Francis Day , 
Room 906 Ee: N P f 
: HEY POTHVET. csccccesecies sco 0 nce eS 0 t d 
Principles of law pertaining to Buddy Morris Buys Bless ’Em All.......+0... Prowse er orma eC e 
p - tulate ween ath | Weep No More........e.¢. Wright 
copyright renewa's w rahi . : ° King Still in London Dash + — 
forth by the N. Y. federal court “4 White-Smith Firm: Sergeant Major......Cinephonic ° | ; 
the famous Tobani case have now | _ Songwriters-20th Settle | Many of the publishing firms 
been adopted by the N. Y. supreme} Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, of | —_o which have sprung up since the 
court. In decision handed down last | Mercer & Morris, has bought the | Suit by Carl Field, Henry Clark- break between ASCAP and _ the 
week by Justice Isadore Wasser- White-Smith Music Publishing Co., | son and Jeff Clarkson, songwriters, | broadcasting industry are reported 
vogel it was held that not only is a| of Boston, whose standard catalog |against 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., to be making their songs : ‘att bl i 
renewal gg Eig gpm includes Charles Wakefield Cad- io _—— Herb Magidson and the | ..4;, sila st : - ge able to 
composer ion ‘- | man’s ‘From the Land of the Sky am Fox Publishing Co. was settled| ~ senout expectation of getting 
date enforcible but that the state | Blue Waters’ and ‘At Dawning.’ The and discontinued Friday (25) in N.Y. | 4"ything for the performing rights. 
court has jurisdiction when it comes | White-Smith firm dates back to 1873, federal court, Action sought $525,- | Such newcomers have issued none 
, to a gg gy Bt cel |and has for many years maintained my a claiming the plagiarism | exclusive licenses throu h Broadcast 
yogel’s finding was in connection | jts own printing plant. of plaintiffs’ song ‘Goodby to Love,’ 7" sep & oaccas 
with a suit that G. Schirmer, Inc.,| The deal gives Morris either sole written in 1932, in ‘Here’s to| Music. Ine, merely to be able to 
had brought against Robbins Music| ownership or partnership in four Romance.’ |obtzin exploitation for their wares 
Corp. over some copyright renew- | catalogs, three of them popular. The Conrad and Magidson wrote the and as a prerequisite to gettin 
als <  aacaae : Pa ag latter are Mayfair Music Corp., Mel- ag a b brag = and 20th- | what they can out of sheet ant di ; 
was the dire ‘ rose Music Corp., and the old Joe slw ox use e song in a picture of ated 
Robbins that the action be dis-| Morris Catalog, which became the| while there ee ae ae he the same name. | Sales. Another motive for the ex- 
missed. nucleus of Mercer & Morris. the ASCAP-BMI situction, so far as | | ctusive angle stems from the hope 
In the a the ose Mg Morris proposes to a an Of-/| surface indications are concerned, | harbored by these firms that when 
the viewpoint that a weiter as a/ fice in Boston as well as New York | there is much quiet activity through- | peace is made they will, if and whe 
right to convey his renewal rights | and Chicago. ; : n 
g eee Satin the parted | out Wisconsin, with both sides work- accepted into ASCAP’s ranks. be i 
at any tme |ing to strengthen their positions for . raat 
the original contract (28 years) and /whatever may come. ASCAP reps a position to assign the performing 
oe Oe Se alicia “eens RKS FELT | are signing up users for their music rights to that orgenization. 
4 e. When Judge Edward A. Con- and are reported to have over 1,100 Within the old established section 
ue. ; new contracts in spite of BMI oppo- of th isi ishing i 
ger, of the same N. Y. federal court, sition, which tavernkeepers claim ha + SNS Pueeeens Medustey the 
was faced several months ago with IN HI- TONE et one ees Week Pen foe belief prevails that when radio and 
banine seen ae es 2. with ASCAP they. are lable. to ASCAP do patch up thelr difference 
took the Tobani decision and applied gage si yo geen f t ! a aa Kees cis mushroom growth 
its principles to the action at hand. e Tavern News, bitter foe o , . |wi e a brief one. The economics 
In the Witmark-Fisher case Witmark ASCAP, makes much of the fact that magetianens Wi Bentues for 6 B- of the business, let al 
FT itteieeh the Seneuele sak to ASCAP has not complied with Wis- | censing agreement has been respon-| — Ss, let alone the wide 
had obtal es oe : sible for holding up action by the | disparity in experience, background 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ from consin statutes—namely the recent | 4 
George Graff 18 years before this law under which 25% of the society’s | “SCAP board of directors on thé | and commercial songwriter avail- 
renewal became available. Fisher RCA Victor dealers in New York | revenues would go to the state for | std Pont = hay apt — it Piters ability, will be against them. Once 
got his assignment just before the have been vigorously protesting tothe privilege of doing business here, | igs om S crganmetion Beags the high-pressure exploitation a 
, : h y the del in deliv- | ; : .’|aS @ requirement of the Govern- p ma- 
renewal became due and Witmark | the company on the ay iv- | and all investigators have to be li-|. t’ t chi hich the 1 , 
sued to restrain Fisher from ex- | evies of classical records. Ever since | censed, but, according to ASCAP ONSS SoneENS Coeres, Ene seare woe Rage o EGS She MNCS 
ercising his renewal and to compel | Victor dropped its prices to $1 for | sources, BMI has not complied with Thu to consider the by-laws last| ASCAP firms finances in a big way 
Graff to go through with the agree- 12-inch recordings and T75c for | the jaw either, so is equally lieble ursday’s (24) regular monthly | gets going the efforts of the outfits 
8 e agre 10-inch, tl Gk te lag- | ther, y denie. |meeting but the session, which ran | ; 
ment that he had made with Wit-} !0-inch, the company has been ag-| Legislation continues to be ' eight hours. was de ted tirel | associated with the BMI goldrush 
mark and to assign his renewal copy- | 8!98 19 deliveries until today it is|jaunched in Madison against the | ; ’ Mfptecnclcase tim Meg | ot ‘ : 
: . : : renee » months behind | ¥* = gainst the | talking with Mutual representatives. | Will become puny and futile. It is 
ht registrat to tl tter fi ported four mont nd, ¢ ; 
right registration to the latter firm. akek aiaiess thet deleaas week: music organizations, two new bills | These by-laws must, according to | also predicted that as soon as the 
Assigned in Advance — hae Minded Me Geltwesios, thle be- | ig ter — Joseph | the terms of the decree, be in op- | ASCAP firms are rolling normally 
In the Savino matter Schirmer | ing the making of cartridge pouches. | A. Schmitz, of Germantown, having | eration by June 58. After the board | the majority of those operating these 
claimed that the composer had | {t is reported to have told dealers been vr ht up in the past week | passed on them, they will be sub- | new firms will go scrambling for jobs 
made the conveyance of the renewal | that until the war ends it cannot | 2nd re — ge oe hon bop e to the ASCAP membership as contactmen with the ASCAP-af- 
rights a part of the original con- , ; ne bill provides a e- |at a general meeting, filiated concerns. 
tract, signed in 1932. When the first | Cobpinining abeut the condition of |£0T@ anyone can stert an action | a . 
term of the copyrights involved ex-| the records received, another sup- against a user of copyrighted music a — 
pired Savino obtained the renewals | posed result of war conditions. Mis- he must file with the secretary of | 
in his name and instead of assign- | labeled, misprinted, and mixed sets | state a complete statement concern- | 
ing them to Schirmer transferred | have been reported. To replace in- | /"8 the case to be instituted, and 
the rights to Robbins. Julian T.| dividual recordings in sets is almost | ‘at if a suit is carried to a conclu- ' 
Abeles, Robbins counsel, argued that | an impossibility. | sion another statement must be filed 
the copyright law by implication | showing who paid end who collected ¥ E 
prohibits an author from assigning | ° any moneys involved. 
a renewal of copyright before it ac- | Leonard Whitcup Sues Another bill provides that original 
— becomes his, but Francis Gil- So h f A A j}and copies of copyright music be bd 
ert, Schirmer’s lawyer, cited Judge | filed with the secretary of ‘state, with j ad 
Conger’s decision and held that the ut _ or \ccounting |complete descriptions of each num- uUSIC a el Ss 
state court had no chaice but to fol- . ber, and additional lists of such copy- 
fow the same‘ Une of tegat thouret,| OM Frenest’ Sub Lyrics | riciceq: numbers: be fled with, th 
Justice Wasservogel agreed with clerk of each town, city and village qd gf? err 
Gilbert. Papers have been served on South- | in the state, one list for each 100 of 
On the question of jurisdiction, | ern Music, Peer International Corp. | population, and e filing fee of 2c for 
j Abeles contended that it was en- | and Broadcast Music, Inc., in suit| each composition listed duly pald. Ji D : ‘ 
tirely outside the state court's be- | preferred by Leonard Whitcup, lyric | Since ASCAP alone controls 300,000 immy Vorsey Guy Lombardo 
cause the complaint involved the writer, over the two sets of words copyrighted tunes, enactment of the 4 
construction of a federal statute. | fitted to ‘Frenesi,’ published by} proposed law would nick the music Vincent Lopez Harry James—Gene Krupa 
i Justice Wasservogel’s decision stated | Southern’s subsid, Peer Int. Suit is | men for plenty. BI B ° 
. that this was not so but that it| seeking an accounting and $25,000; Penalties up to $1,500 and jail sen- ue arron Frankie Masters 
was ‘based upon a contract, for which | damages, claiming that Southern’s| tences up to six months are proposed ‘he : 
specific performance is asked.’ Also | second set of lyrics infringes and is| for violations. Fletcher Henderson—Chiquito 
that the state court has the authority | based on the first set, written by| Wi h hei I i i i 
| to ‘adjudicate ‘rights under a con | Whiteu, iii meeatiaaia | ith their bands and vocalists are swinging 
ract notwithstanding that the con-| According to the papers, which Salisbury, N.C., April 29. | . 
| tract may affect or involve patents | will be answerable in Supreme| The North Carolina Senate passed for the Music guys at their SEVENTH AN- 
or copyrights or federal statutes.’ court, New York, Whitcup was asked | a resolution ‘venting the condemne- 
_The Conger and Wasservogel de- | by Southern to write his lyrics last | tion of this body’ ms ASCAP follow- NUAL GALA AFFAIR—SUNDAY NIGHT— 
cision will probably have far-reach- | fall, after Artie Shaw’s original re-| jing a broadcast over station WPTF. 
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Now That There’s Harmony, Philly 


AGVA Looks to Buildup of Treasury 








Philadelphia, April 29. 

With all wounds healed at last 
week's ‘sweetness and light’ meeting, 
the Philly local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is going 
ahead with plans for building up the 
union’s treasury. 

Richard Mayo, executive secretary, 
yesterday (Mon.) announced the lo- 
cal was planning a gigantic benefit | 
show, the proceeds to go into a wel- 


=e 


Saves’ Lost Baggage Suit 


Lina and Jimmy Savo on Monday 
(28) applied to the N. Y. supreme 
court for the right to examine of- 
ficers of the Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y., 
in connection with a $15,000 suit the 
comedian and his wife has 
against the hotel. It is claimed that 
the hotel lost their luggege and per- 





fare fund for the aid of ill and desti- | sonal belongings during a stay there 


tute members. The show will be, 
held some time next month. 

In addition, Mayo revealed he had 
completed arrangements with a ho- 
tel and two restaurant; through 
which performers at liberty would 
be extended credit against the time 
when they went to work. Mayo also 
said he had set up a hospitalization 
and dental plan through which 


AGVA members would be treated ” 


reduced rates. 

The feuding factions in the actors’ 
field here patched up their differ- 
ences at last week’s meeting. Tom 


Kelly, who was ousted as business; cently 


agent last summer, revived his indie 
organization, has returned to the 
AGVA fold. 


PITT AGVA LOCAL NOW 
YENS A SUMMER CAMP 


Pittsburgh, April 29. 

Local chapter of the American 
Guild of Vzeriety Artists is scouting 
around for a summer camp where 
members can pick up a sun-tan dur- 
ing the summer. Nat Nazarro, Jr. 
executive secretary of Pittsburgh 
unit, has three locations on one of 
the local rivers under consideration 
and expects to make a selection with- 
in next couple of weeks. 

Camp will be equipped to serve es 








living quarters for number of vaude- | 


villians between engagements if they 
care to take advantage of it, but is 
chiefly designed as a recreation 


e j 
center for performers during hot | 
gummer afternoons. | 





Zaumeyer’s Fractured Hip 


Kansas City, April 29. 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis crew playing 


in June, 1937. 


The hotel has entered a general de- | 


nial and claims it is not responsible 
for lost property. 





Oriental, Chi, Reverts 


} 


| — . 

To Straight Films After 
Losing Try with Vaude 
The Oriental, Chicago, which re- 
underwent a change of 
operation from Jones, Linick & 
| Schaefer to Michael Todd, will drop 
stage shows May 15, the last show 
playing the house being dated for 
the week.of May 9. 

A loser under J. L. & S., the house 
has continued its red ink status 
under Todd. It’s understood that 
the house dropped more than $3,000 
last week, when Harry Howard's 
unit played the spot. 

Oriental has been up against it for 
| first-line film product. 
| go straight pictures May 16, prob- 
ably with a policy consisting of one 
| feature film combined with a news- 
reel and shorts program. 

Dan Friendley, who joined Todd 
as show booker jusi before the de- 
| cision was made to drop stage shows, 
_ will remain with the house until the 
end of this week, when he will re- 
turn to N.Y. 





| 


‘Pitt Stanley Agam 
Resumes Stage Shows 


Pittsburgh, April 29. 
| After month of straight pix, Stan- 
| ley, WB deluxer, will resume stage 
ishows Friday (2) with Horace 








Tower theatre this week began en- | Heidt’s band. 


gagement with a new man in trumpet | 
section. John Zaumeyer, arranger 
and brass man, fractured his hip 
when he stumbled on a stairway and | 
was confined to quarters with a cast | 
on the injured pelvis. Bill Leahy) 
flew in from the West Coast and, 
stepped into the breach overnight. | 

Leahy stays with the outfit after | 
its Tower date, and Zep Meissner} 
leaves the crew when Zaumeyer re- 
turns to active duty. 








Heidt will be followed at Stanley 
by Wayne King on May 9, and flock 
of other name bands are being lined 
up by Harry Kalmine, WB Zone 
manager, who hopes to keep presen- 
tations going at Stanley through 
summer. 





Mich. OK’s Barmaids 


Detroit, April 29. 


Lady barkeeps are again legal in 


| Michigan. 


filed | 


House will | 
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| Nazi Newsreels 


Continued from page ! J 











German Lloyd office here, and Carl | 


P. Berger declared that the films 
were ‘newsreels’ and as such were 
not required to be censored. 


Mrs. Carroll asserted that all for- | 


eign films were subject to censor- 
ship, and warned that future viola- 
tions of the State laws would be 
forcefully prosecuted. 

‘The only films classified as news- 
reels are those taken of current 
events by the authorized newsreels 
companies’, Mrs. Carroll declared. 

The regulations requiring the re- 
| viewing of all foreign films would 
| be applied even if the showing was 
confined to private gatherings, she 
| said. 

Kreckmann said he obtained the 
films through UFA, Nazi distribu- 
{tors. Investigators of the Detective 

Bureau's ‘alien squad’ reported that 
a crowd of 400 cheered the Nazi flag 
jand hissed a picture of the Statue 
|of Liberty. 
| Mrs. Carroll’s action recalled her 


-| ban of the Nazi propaganda film clip | 


‘Baptism of Fire’ in RKO’s ‘Ram- 
parts We Watch’. The board later 


| okayed the picture after less than | 


/a minute of the disputed clip was 
| deleted. 


The Kyffhauser Bund, whose na- 
| tional headquarters is in Philly, has 
been called a pro-Nazi outfit by the 
Dies Committee. 
bund, however, declare their only 
purpose is to raise funds for the 


Canada and Jamaica. 





Domestic Blitz 


Milwaukee, April 29. 

Because her husband, Ernst, 38, 
| would take her only to the German 
Kino where she could see only Ger- 
man pictures, although she does not 
understand thai language, Mrs. 
Helen Markowetz, 23, launched a 
domestic blitzkrieg that reached 
circuit court Friday (25) in a di- 
|vorce action in which she alleges 
|she is the victim of Nazi cruelty, 
which included beatings if 
asked her spouse to get out of bed 
as early as 9 a.m. on Sundays. 








Ferenz’s Nazi Pic Yen 


Hollywood, April 29. 
The second attempt of Frank Fer- 
enz to show a Nazi picture here was 
blocked when owners of the Pacific 
Electric theatre refused a permit for 
the showing. 





at the Mason Opera house. 
for $18,000 and lost. 


He sued 





Nazi Pic’s 6-Ply Preem 


Nazi propagandists in America, 
taking a page from Hollywood with 
its simultaneous preems, will open 
their newest film effort in six -the- 
atres simultaneously. 


Leaders of the | 


relief of German war prisoners in |} 


she | 


Several months ago Ferenz was| 
halted from showing the Nazi film! 


Picture is 


Free Baths Nix Cafe 


Detroit, April 29. 
State Liquor Control Commission 
has refused to relicense The Harbor, 
waterfront cafe here. 
Not until the spot builds railings 
all around the docks where it is lo- 
cated will the permit be given. 


Billy Edwards Would 
| Clarify Stagecrafters’ 
Hotel Plan for Indigents 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 
| An article pertaining to the Stage- 
crafters Dinner Club appeared in the 
| April 23 issue of your publication. 
In regard to this article, under the 
| heading, “TA Nixes Plan of Hotel for 
| Showfolk,’ the writer wishes to say 
' the following: 
| YT assume that Variety did not in- 
| tend to either belittle or underesti- 
| mate the efforts of this organization, 
so the reason for this letter is to 
| bring to your attention the facts in- 
| volved. If has come to my attention 
‘that some of your readers have de- 
|rived from this article a meaning 
| that certainly is not very compli- 
;mentary to Stagecrafters Dinner 
Club. 

Stagecrafters Dinner Club, Inc., 
could (but will not), if it so desired, 
| stage a benefit in every city in the 
United States. The only thing which 
it would be required to do would 
be to pay the actor for his services. 

The following are some passages 
from your article which I should 
like to quote because I think that 
they need clarification: 

‘General objection to the idea is 
that it would run counter to the 
various actor charities. The an- 
swer to this is that our plan would 
most assuredly not run counter to 
any theatrical charity now in exist- 
ence. 

‘Letterhead of Stagecrafters is 
crammed with the names of well- 
knowns in show business supposed 
to be on the committee.” The list 
of sponsor members appearing on 
our letterheads are all paid up mem- 
bers of our organization, and al- 
though these members have been 
| Sent our ‘Invitation to Dinner’ tick- 
|ets, the names were not put on our 
| stationery because they were sent 
| these tickets, but merely because 
they are contributors to what every- 
| body knows to be a worthy cause 
|for members of the theatrical pro- 
fession. 

‘Bill Edwards, who has been with 
|the outfit for a number of years, is 

listed as welfare director.’ 








| 


| Welfare Director, although I hold 


‘Sieg im Westen’ (Victory in the} that position. 


man Army Information 
showing Nazi troops taking over in 


| West’), newsreel compilation by Ger- 


‘Until now the principal activity 


Service | of Stagecrafters has been to sell cou- 


If the | 
| writer of the article will look at our | 
letterhead, he will see that my name | 
does not appear on the stationery as | 


Fletcher Henderson’s colored band | 


eut first sides for Okeh last week) sion has reversed its earlier ruling | 


using white Alex Fila, and Mickey against them after two femme bar- 
Folus, formerly with Woody Her-| tenders here filed a suit in Circuit 
man, on tenor sax, and borrowed Court charging it was class dis- 
Johnny Long’s Helen Young to do} crimination, unconstitutional, medie- 
the vocals. ‘val, etc. 











LOEW 


BOOKING 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





| busta 4 AR AY 


The State Liquor Control Commis- | 


pons calling for 50c dinners.’ This 
; is totally untrue. For the past eight 
| ‘Sieg’ reportedly opens Friday (2) | years, any member of the theatrical 
i= — — in — One 1n | profession, regardless of his affilia- 
brooklyn, two in New Jersey (Irv-/ tion, has been fed without embar- 
ington and North Bergen), and one! rassment or humiliation and, in 


ag . $ 
in Chicago many cases, housed and clothed as 


well by our organization. 
Saranac Lake 


Theatre Authority, while  oc- 
By Happy Benway 


| western Europe. 





casionally very helpful to this or- 


Executive Secretary and individual 

- members, has never given Stage- 

Saranac Lake, April 29. crafters an allocation = funds, ye 
This Actors Colony in deep silence | you state in your article. 

due to the passing of Dr. Rudolph | Stagecrafters has been given an 

Plank, X-ray expert for the N.V.A.|O.K. by Theatre Authority to con- 

and Will Rogers sanatoriums for over | duct a benefit at the Astor Hotel in 








complished a nifty comeback. While | faised by Theatre Authority. 
here he presented the Will Rogers 
with a miniature log-house and foot- | ing will clarify any misunderstand- 
bridge for the rock garden. |ing which might have arisen in the 
Arthur J. Smith, film editor ang | ™nds of your readers. 

booker of newsreels and shorts for| 7&nking you in anticipation for 
Radio City Music Hall, is a new- | ¥Ur kindest personal regards. 
comer at the Rogers. Billy Edwards. 


ganization through the efforts of its | 


20 years. | order to raise funds for its imme- 
Theodore Tesslo shot in from | diate needs, but it has abandoned 
Middletown, Conn., to ogle his | the idea of the immediate purchase | 


daughter, Anna May, who has ac- | Of a hotel, due only to the objections | 


The writer hopes that the forego- | 


MORE TENDENCY 
TO WEEKEND 
VAUDE 


Minneapolis, April 29. 

Outside of a few of the largest 
centers, stage shows in the occa. 
sional vaulfilm houses, such ag 
the Orpheum here, may be confined 
to weekends after this season, Min. 
nesota Amus. Co. (Par) officials be- 
lieve. 

With a few exceptions, even the 
more important flesh attractions 
garner most of their trade into the 
three-day period from Friday to 
Sunday, inclusive, trade slumping 
badly from Monday onward through 
Thursday regardless of the show”s 
merits, it’s pointed out. The situa- 
tion is not typical to Minneapolis, 
either, it’s pointed out. 

Belief is that, ordinarily, a full 
week’s business could be crowded 
j into three days for the stage shows. 


N. Y. St. Regis Doubtful 
Of Conditions, Cuts Show 


The swank Hotel St. Regis, N.Y, 
makes a frank admission that un- 
settled world conditions will cause 
its Viennese Roof this summer to 
eschew the usual elaborate floor 
show. 

Instead just two bands, Hal 
Saunders and Martel’s Gauchos (con- 
garhumba), will hold forth, both 
moving up to the Roof from the 
Iridium Room. 

















New Dallas Agency 


Dellas, April 29. 

The Southern Artists’ Bureau, 
booking and management agency for 
various types of talent, has been 
opened here to serve the south and 
south west. 

Morris B. Harrell, Dallas attorney, 
heads the bureau. 





PHIL SALTMAN’S RETURN 
Boston, April 29. 

Phil Saltman, who conducts 10 
piano schools throughout New Eng- 
land, is back to playing dance en- 
gagements. 

He opens at the Ritz Roof, Boston, 
| May 15 as a relief unit, with himself 
| playing the solovox and Russ Adams 
the drums. 














NORMAN 


HARRIS 


and 
SYLVIA 


SHORE 


NOW IN 19TH WEEK 


GEORGE WHITE’S 
GAY WHITE WAY, N. Y. 


Management: WM. KENT 
1736 Breadway New York 














BOB 


EVANS 


With Jerry O'Leary 
Just Finished 
Record 12 Breaking Weeks 
Empire Room, Palmer House 
Chicago 
(Week, Apr. 18, State Lake, Chicago) 


Currently Theatre Tour 


Personal Direction: EZ KEOUGH 
|] 208 N. Wabash Avenue Chicago 














John Eaton, who is witnessing a 








mess of bed routines, was bed-sided 
by his pa and ma, who shot in from | 
Scranton. 

Hats off to Ann Comerford. Last 
year she mastered ‘rib’ operation and 
recently she licked the Manaldi op, 
which means that the little girl is 
on the bright side. 

Ben Schaffer and Dickie Moore re- 
ceived top honors during the ‘Rus- 
sian Bank’ competition at the Will 
Rogers. Judges have agreed that 
Moore should meet all comers for 
the next setting and that Shaffer 
act as expert adviser. 

Write te these who are iil. 
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BEN KUCHUK, Associate 
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The Millennium: Quiet Prevails In 
New York AGVA; Election Awaited 





The American Guild of Variety 
Artists in New York was singular- 
ly quiet the past week. The only 
consequental issue pending is the 
result of the election ending May 3 
Ballots were all mailed from 
AGVA's offices last week, but the 
returns are to be made to the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, which is supervising the elec- 
tion of a new national board, which 
in turn wiil elect national officers 
and select a permanent executive 


secretary to take the place of the | 


discharged Hoyt Haddock. 

More than 16,000 ballots were 
mailed, although only 25% of those 
getting them are paid-up members 
in good standing. Following the re- 
ceipt of the returns, the Four A’s 
will have to go through the labor- 
jous process of weeding out those 
votes which are ineligible because 
the member is not up on his dues. 


or not in good standing for other, 


reasons. Why the process was not 
reversed, with the Four A’s going 
through the membership roles and 
selecting those in good standing be- 
fore the ballots were mailed, is not 
explained. 

70 Nominations 


For a national board totalling 45, 
only 70 nominations are on the bal- 


lot. At least 100 had been expected, 
but some locals were exceedingly 
lax. Cleveland, for instance, sent 


no nominations at all, excuse being 
that there was no time to call a 
membership meeting for that pur- 
pose, or to secure the necessary 
petitions with 25 valid signatures. 
The national AGVA office and the 
Four A’s are evidently irked by 
this excuse, which was made despite 
the fact that the election was set 
more than six weeks in advance and 
then postponed once for a couple of 
weeks to permit delinquent locals to 
catch up on nominations. 

There are 22 nominations in N.Y.. 


which is the top representation 
from any local. Cincinnati, Chicago 
and San Francisco each sent six 


nominations; Detroit and Pittsburgh 
are represented by five each, while 
three nominations each came from 
Boston, Los Angeles and Philadel- 
phia. 

Silk Vice Connors 

Vince Silk has been 
ecutive secretary of the Frisco local 
to take place of Vic Connors, who 
left to join the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists as an eastern 
representative. Connors requested 
a@ leave of absence, but sentiment of 
the national office is that he should 
sever entirely his connection with 
AGVA, inasmuch as he’s going into 
the employ of another union. Some 
weeks ago Connors and some of hi: 
Supporters were campaigning vigor- 
ously for Connors to be named na- 
tional executive secretary of AGVA., 
but he was voted down at an execu- 
tive board meeting. 

Gerald Griffin, administrative 
chairman of AGVA pro tem, stated 
Monday (28) that AGVA §had 
finally reached an agreement with 
Balaban & Katz in Chicago, the deal 
being similar to the contract with 
the N.Y. stageshow houses. Jack 
Irving, exec sec in Chicago, brought 
the B. & K. contract to N. Y. for 
final approval over the weekend. 


MIKE TODD’S BROCKTON 
(MASS.) FAIR STAGING 


Michael Todd will produce the 
annual Brockton, Mass., Fair show 
next September. Eight-day affair is 
one of the biggest in the New Eng- 
land area. 

Todd's fee is reputed to be $10,000 
aver and above the cost of the show. 
which will probably be built around 
Todd’s own unit, ‘Gay New Orleans,’ 





starring Gypsy Rose Lee and cur- | 


Tently touring vawudfilmers. In the 
past, the Brockton Fair has tried 
name bands to lure trade, but de- 
cided to switch to a production-type 
show. 

Miles Ingalls, who regularly books 
the Fair, set the Todd deal. 





Eddy Howard’s Unit 


Chicago, April 29. 

Eddy Howard, just completing a 
fortnight stay in the Balaban & Katz 
Chicago, goes out on a road tour of 
several weeks, heading his own unit. 

During the road interim he will 
vacash from his radio vocalizing 
chore on NBC. 


named ex-| 





+ | 


Fischer’s Latin Folies’ 
Preems Sept. 1 in Rio 


Clifford C, Fischer is readying his 
| first South American venture for 
Sept. 1 premiere. It ~vill open at 
| the Urea Casino, Rio de Janeiro, be-| 
| fore going on tour. Fischer’s revue! 
| will be an embellished ‘Follies Ber- | 
| geres.’ 
| Producer returned from an exten- | 
| Sive South American survey a week | 
ago, and is now aligning other talent 
for Latin bookings. 








Lartigue’s Paris Clicks 
Vichy, April 1. 

Grapevine reports from Paris have 
it that Henry Lartigue, former asso- | 
|ciate of Cliford E. Fischer, in their 
|own agency, ahd before that Paris 
‘rep for William Morris, is cleaning 
up with his class eateries, Ciro’s and 
| Les Ambassadeurs. Technically Lar- 
tigue and Fischer are still partnered, 
although the latter went to America 
with his ‘Folies Bergeres’ revue 
| months before the French occupa- 
|tion. Both operated Ciro’s and Les 
| Ambassadeurs, 


RAID PRIVATE 





Pittsburgh, April 29. 


| neapolis 


PITT NITERY 


TIGHT LID IN MPLS. 


Mayor Clamps Down Following ‘Du 


Barry’ Mgr’s Criticism 


Minneapolis, April 29. 

Following Mayor George E. Leach’s 
banning of ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ 
and the squawks of its company man- 
ager, John Leffler, regarding Min- 
moral conditions, given 
plenty of publicity in the press, the 
mayor clamped down the lid with a 
bang on all-night unlicensed liquor 
and gambling spots, etc. 

Whether the closing of the town 
was related entirely to the ‘Du Barry’ 
incident or the Leffler outburst, how- 
ever, is questionable. The fact that 
the mayor will be up for reelection 
next month and that opposing can- 


| didates and reformers might attempt 


to make capital of any law violations, 
probably led to-the lid. 


ARMY LINES UP 
CAMP INFO FOR 
SHOWMEN 


With increasing demand for data 
on ermy camp theatre facilities by 
prospective producers of touring 
vaudeville and legit troupes, U. S. 
Army Information Service, N. Y. 
has sent out questionnaires on 
the subject to public relations offi- 
cers of each cantonment. It expects 
in about two weeks to have a pre- 
liminary list available on each post, 
which would include info on ca- 
pacity of its lergest theatre, hotel 
facilities nearby, and rail, bus or 
other modes of transportation. 














Most spectacular police 
years here closed down Pittsburgh's 
swankiest nitery, Bachelors Club 
in East Liberty, early Saturday 
morning (26). Corps of Pennsylva- 
‘nia state cops, assisted by county 
detectives, axed in heavy steel doors, 
through which only members could 


pass, and arrested five alleged op- |! 


erators in addition to 125 patrons. 
Of that number, 45 were women and 
they were released. Men were 
fingerprinted, mugged and had to 
| post $10 bonds for future hearing 


| before they were permitted to go | 


| home. 

Club, which is charged with being 
ja gambling place in addition to a 
| cafe, has run unmolested since 1933, 
and was generally considered in up- 
per circles to be immune from police 
interference. Patronage has always 
been from among town’s” upper 
crust, with professional men, politi- 


cal prominents and socially elite 
being listed on club’s membership 
rolls. 

Year ago, club had its liquor li- 
cense revoked by State Control 
Board and since then has given 
booze free to its members. Only 
| charge was ‘$1 person for enter- | 
tainment.’ 

Although no gambling was in 


progress when raid was staged, po- | 


lice confiscated bingo equipment and 
behind a tilted mirror in ladies’ 
lounge found two slot machines and 


poker chips In another of the 
rooms were found a dice table and 
cards. Bachelors Club had recent- 
ly been redecorated at a cost of 


several thousand dollars with panels 


and other items bought at auction 
from the razed R. B. Mellon man- 
sion. 

Alleged owners, now at liberty 
under $5,000 bond each, are Milton 
Jaffe, Morri Jaffe, Cl arles F Teem- 
er, Raymond J Counahan-= and 
Charles F. Schaffer Among those 
who also had to post $10 forfeit 
were members of Al Turner’s band 
which has been at same spot f 
last seven years, and a city alder 
man, Frank T. Hal ! 


Slapsie Maxie Goes Into 


| Bowery, Det., May 5 


| Maxie Rosenbloom. at $1.250 a 
week for two weeks at Leon & 
Eddie’s, New York, closes tomorrow 
| night (Thurs.) and shifts into 
Bowery, Detroit nitery. Coincident- 
|ally, Eddie Davis returns to his 
street bistro after being ill for three 
}months following an ear operation. 
It was because of Davis’ indisposi- 
tion that partner Leon Enken util- 
ized extra acts for the hymn. 
Rosenbloom and his aides, Julie 
Oshins and Al Kline, open at the 
Detroit spot May 5. Booked by Wil- 
j liam Morris agency. 


52d 


raid in | 


the | 


number of units over the army cir- 
| cuit has precipitated the flood of re- 
quests for information. Until the 
Info Service collects the data it is 
now requesting, there is no central 
source for this meterial. Service, in 
the New York Federal building, can 
provide a list of camps and rec- 
ommends that potential producers 
contact morale officers of each one 
| for detailed info.on facilities. 

There are about 100 posts with 
{more than 2,500 troops, of which 
|about 20 have more then 10,000. 
| Army Information Service warns 
ishowmen to beware of arranging 
|dates into August and September. 
|'Troops around that time will not be 
in their camps, but are to take part 
|in general field maneuvers. War 
games take place in the south. 


“Milw. Exhib Pulls Radio 
| Quiz and Dual Horror 
| Pix After B.0. Brodie 








| Milwaukee, April 29. 

Although it is common practite for 
an exhib to pull a floperoo, it is quite 
unusual to pull a stage show along 
with a picture. That is what hap- 
pened here this past week, and the 
stage show was one of radio’s most 
popular quizzers. 

Properly ballyhooed, Ralph Ed- 
wards’ ‘Truth or Consequences’ show 
opened Friday (18) at the Fox Wis- 
consin with all the customary cash 
and merchandise prizes as a lure at 


every performance. On the screen 
was a double horror show—‘The 
Monster and the Girl’ and Pete 
Smith’s ‘Third Dimensional Murder.’ 
' Customers failed to line up at the 
boxoffice and at the second per- 
formance there were more people 
( the stage than there were the 
audience, wv nspired Ralph Ed- 
A te ¢ that they ought to 
cl ¢ et B r f € ti 
I t in} I f e extent er 
WeeKe T lay e 
whole how Vi ) ed ¢ 
placed Wednesday by ‘That Night in 
Rio’ (20th). 


‘Truth or Consequences’ is reported 
to have been in for a $3,500 weekly 
fee, but to have been paid off on a 
pro rata basis. Picture people blame 
the quiz show for th 


e flop; stage show 
boosters blame the horror 


dual. 


Burnette’s PAs 


Seattie, April 29 

i Smiley Burnette, between film 

‘ties in the Autry westerns, slipped 

into the northwest and played week 

stands in Seattle, Portland and Van- 

|ecouver, B. C., and some short stops 
‘in smaller burgs in this state. 

Latter included Evergreen houses 

in Everett (two days), Bellingham 

| (two days) and Anacortes (one day). 





au- 


Camp Show Plan 
Vaude Units to 


Little Hope for Lift 
Of Pa. Curfew This Yr. 


Philadelphia, April 29. 

Pennsylvania night club operators 
| and their allies, the taproom propri- 
| etors, have scant hope that the pres- 
|ent Legislature will ease the cur- 
| rent restrictions forcing bars to 
‘close up midnight Saturday, only 
night in the week in which Philly 
| elbow-benders make _ the 
Despite a ‘war chest,’ reported to be 
in the neighborhood of $50,000, 
raised by the nitery and taproom 
interests, the solons are fearful of 
reprisals at the polls by the church 
vote if they liberalize the present 
Sabbath curfew. 

The bistro boys will get a break 
during the Daylight Saving period 
which will allow them to keep open 











Start in the past few weeks of a/! 


until 1 a.m. Sunday morning, be- 
‘cause the hours provisions in the 
law are computed under Eastern 


Standard Time. 


DERBY PERKING 
L'VILLE CLUBS 





Louisville, April 29. 
Plenty of feverish activity in the 
night spots here preceding the 
town’s annual Derby Day (3). Ho- 
tels and night clubs are scheduling 
live talent shows, with name talent 
and bands. Smaller clubs are in a 
hectic rush to book live combos, and 
the fly-by-night spots are doing their 
usual routine of opening with music 





and entertainment to catch the in- 
flux of Derby visitors. 
Brown hotel has set two orchs, 


Gene Beecher and Jimmy Joy, with 
floor shows; Iroquois Gardens 
brought Billy Yates’ band in a week 
early (26), and has set Harry Rich- 
man, Gillette and 
and Hollywood 
Thursday (1). 

An array of film talent will be on 
hand for the Greek Relief Show at 
Jefferson County Armory Saturday 
| (3). Affair will be a Derby Revue 
with Robert Young and Marsha 
Hunt, M-G players, and Don Ameche 
; and Virginia Gilmore, 20th-Fox 
| players. Additional names will be 
added during the week, and Isham 
| Jones’ band with Linda Grey, will 
furnish musical background for the 
show and play for dancing, 

Smaller clubs bringing in new 
Derby shows are the Neon, Gypsy 


Village, Sliver Slipper and Flamingo 
50th Anni Celebration 
For Sylvester Schaffer 


Co-eds to open 


Sylvester Schaffer, vaude per- 
former, will mark the 50th anniver- 


sary of his stage career at a show 
and dance scheduled in his hono1 
for the Riverside Plaza hotel, New 
York, May 7. Schaffer made hi 
debut in New York in 1914 at the 
Palace, assisted by his wife, Lilly 
Krueger-Schaffer, who will be on 
the Riverside bill with him when 
he revives his act He began |} 
career at the Chicago Fair in 1891 
with the family act headed by } 
father. 

Billed with him at the Riverside 
are J O€ Jacksor Yvette Rugel 
Lewls and Ame Hans Horwitz, Lou 
Sax Larry Moll orchestra 


Toledo Burley Layoff 


Toledo, April 29. 
Capitol, burlesque houe, 
37-week season Thursday 
(24), with Ann Corio, Hinda Wausau 
and Marie Cord the top business get- 
| ters in that order. 
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LEWIS DELAYING SABLON? 


Jean Sablon’s opening at the Ver- 
aillies, New York cafe, May 15 or 
June 1 depends on Joe E. Lewis’ 
holdover. 

Latter is current there, doing big 
biz and may be extended 


rounds. 


Richard, LePaul} 


Chi Hearst Daily's Non-Profit 


OK With Army: 
Work 24-Day Route 


+ seat 


| 
| Chicago, April 29, 
After numerous efforts have been 
made to get together with the US, 
| service forces on a plan to supply 
_ the army and navy camps with more 
' ale-building stage entertainment, 
the plan to be accepted _as 
feasible and suitable by the Sixth 
Corps Army area is that submitted 
by Jack Malloy, editor 
of the Herald-American, 
Plan is a 


first 


managing 
Chicago 
non-profit-making scheme, 
Under the Malloy setup, which 
has been adopted for the ‘Sixth 
Corps Area, there will be no pere 


sonal ‘profits except to the actual 
performers in the show. The Here 
ald-American will assume ail ex- 
penses and guarantee the pay and 
transportation of every” worker in 
the shows, and the shows will be 
' presented through the auspices of 
the Herald-American. It’s a pa- 
triotic promotion campaign to in- 
spire goodwill and reader interest 


| for the paper. 
Any cash projits accuring from the 
presentation of the shows in the 
| camps will be split in two: one-half 
| going to the Theatre Authority for 
eventual distribution to the per- 
formers of show business through 
the various theatrical charities, 
| while the remaining 50% will go 
|into the special funds of each can- 
| tonment. 
| All shows will be composed of 
unionized performers and members 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists primarily, due to the fact 
that the shows will be basically 
vaude. Theatre Authority has in- 
vited members of Equity, the Screen 
Actors Guild and the American 
Federation of Radio Artists to par- 
ticipate if they can do so in a man- 
ner fully compatible with 100% 
stage entertainment within the 
limits necessitated by the camps, the 
camp theatres and camp stages. 
To Tour As Units 

Shows will be sent out as units 
to play 55-minute performances, 
Units will work on a schedule now 
figured as a 24-day route, with no 
performances on Sundays. There 
will never be more than 24 shows 
per week, which means that the top 
will be four shows a day, and the 
stands in each camp will be one, two 
or three days, depending on the size 
yf the camp. 

Working in close cooperation on 
this plan is the Entertainment Mane 


agers Assn., headed by David P. 
O'Malley. All acts for these shows 
vill be bought from EMA agents 
and will be booked net 

Shows themselves will be handled 
ind booked through standard produ- 
cers in this area, including such men 
as Al Borde, Billy Diamond, Sam 
Roberts, Leon Miller, Harry Rogers, 
Charles Niggemeyer, Jack Fine, 
Fral Mangam. 

All unions in the Associated Ace 
tors & Artistes of America have ace 


cepted the Herald-American plan, on 


the basis that it will supply consecu- 
tive work to a great many performs 
ers and will automatically relieve 
the terrific pressure on these unions 
for free shows. The unions have 
been bombarded daily for the past 
year to supply free shows to the 
camps and they now see in the Mal- 
( i | eal { itely 
P : rea ‘ pply 

e ¢ I ne c r ere 


BERT SWOR BENEFIT 
NETS ACTOR $1,500 


Dallas, Texas, April 29 


A packed Majestic Theatre Sature 
day midnight (27) saw one of the 
best vaudeville shows offered in 
years in the southwest and by their 
paid admissions contributed to a 
fund for Bert Swor, veteran black- 
face performer who is seriously ill 
here Approximately $1,500 was 
netted for the actor. 

Appearing on the show were 
Lasses White, Chaz Chase, Gene 
Arnold, Leslie Wright, Barry and 
'D’Alba, Jack Pepper, Eddie Fitz- 


patrick, Emil Coleman, Nick Stuart, 
' several orchestras and bands and 
|numerous home talent performers. 

| Benefit was co-sponsored by local 
‘Variety Club tent and Interstate. 
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EARLE, WASH. | 


Washington, April 26. 
Joe Cook, William Ritchie, Lane 
and Ward, Geoffrey Hale, 16 Gae 
Foster Girls; ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). 





Joe Cook is always socko in audi- 
ence appeal here and the current 
show, called ‘Daffy Dils,’ is no excep- 
tion. He still can make the cus- 
tomers laugh so hard they miss half 
of what he says, and since this 50- 
minute revue is mostly Cook it is 
just one 50-minute laugh. 

Show tees off solidly with house | 
Roxyettes in a tap number that ends | 
up with the girls pulling chimes | 
from traveling cases to tinkle out 
‘Pretty Baby,’ after which they 
clinch things with a novelty that in- 
volves chiming ‘Say It With Music’ 
with their feet as they dance. It 
draws huzzahs. | 

Then Cook is on winning his audi- 
ence with his first appearance, 
galoshed and warmly clad because 
he’s ‘still cold from that ice show’ 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ in which he 
was starred on Broadway. Sets up 
an oil stove with the pronouncement 
he’s about to make a fireside. chat, 
one of those gags this town espe- 
cially seems to love. The funster 
brings on William Ritchie, the vet- 
eran cycle manhandler, who tears 
bicycles apart and the house down 
at the same time. 

Lane and Ward provide a relief 
from the laughter, their expert acro- 
batics being just novel and good, not 
funny. It’s a welcome relief, too, 
letting the customers rest up in 
preparation for the next Cook ap- 
pearance, one of his two lengthy 
ones. This is the soda fountain bit, 
involving those sundry mad stooges | 
of his, his doughnut-dunking device 
and other wild items, getting the 
audience as close to the roll-in-the- 
aisle state as one ever gets around 
here. 

Eileen Ritter, from the line who 
does what m.c. chores are to be 
done at the house these days, is up 
for a vocal version of ‘Five O'Clock 
Whistle,’ backed by Roxyettes in 
brief rhythm bit. They give way to 
Geoffrey Hale, introduced by Cook 
as the noted baritone frofn the Brit- 
fish Broadcasting Corp., who clicks 
solidly with his vocal mauling of 
‘Road to Mandalay’ and a follow-up 
original ditty derived from pop 
tunes. 

Roxyettes return with their fe.- 
ture of the week, clad in brief white 

costumes with large white feather 
head-dresses. It’s an Indian num- 
ber, involved enough in which to trv 
their expert precision. Cook is back 
then for the mad jumble of his 
finale, in which he shows off his 
juggling against the obstacle of con- 
tinuous interruption by Indians. 
stooge hecklers, Oriental ‘magicians’ 
and Ritchie on various trick bicycles 
Left a packed house happy at show 
caught Saturday night (26). Mac. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 26. 

Ray Herbeck Orch, Betty Benson, 
Ray Olson, Benny Stabler, Peg Leg 
Bates, Ross and Bennett, Joe Grant; | 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). 

Oldsters in the band business are 
regular visitors at the Lyric, but it’s 
nice to meet a newcomer, Ray Her- 
beck, who not only is youthful him- 
self but brings with him a group of 
musicians who are certainly regist- 
ered for Selective Service. As time 
passes, no doubt Herbeck and his 
crew will pick up many of the quali- 
ties which they lack now. 

Band is labeled ‘Music with Ro- 
mance’ in display ads, but this mon- 
iker is an advertising phrase rather 
than a tag for any distinctive style 
Most of their arrangements lack 
originality. The band, too. could 
use a few more novelties if they are 
to include theatre bookings in their 
diet, for at present the one comedy 
dance routine done by the entire 
band is okay but not sufficient to 
season an hour’s running time on 
the stage. Lacking, too, is a good 
male vocalist, for while Peoria’s 
pride and joy, Ray Olson, has fair 

ipes, he is uncertain on some of 

is notes and fails to sell when he 
gets a chance with ‘I Do’ ‘Donkey 
Serenade’ and ‘Night and Day’ 

On the credit side of the ledger 
{fs the likeable m.cing of Herheck 
himself. and his femme _ vocalist. 
Betty Benson, who adopts a Bonnie 
Baker delivery on ‘Little Bow T.ove.’ 
*Tiss Me,’ ‘Playmates’ and ‘I Cried 
For You.’ Benny Stabler stens 
down from the trumnvet section to 
blow ‘Ridin’ To Glory On A Trum- 

et’ and to imitate trumnet vlavers 

ut he stops after doing McCoy and 
Busse. 

The four rhythm, two trumpet, 
two trombone and four sax sections 
have their inning when thev oven 





with ‘World Is Waiting For Sun- | 


shine,” and before the final curtain 
they run through ‘Yesterdav’s Hit 
consisting of ‘Stormv 
s Weather,” ‘Make Believe.” ‘Sono of 
he Islands’ and ‘When Mv Babv 
Smiles At Me.’ They finich with, 
‘There'll Be Some Changes Made.’ 
Biggest .-hand for the added acts 
goes to Peg Leg Bates, whose sensa- , 
tional oné-legged dancing has tone) 
been a mitt winner at this house 


selling heavily but sadly needing | 
new material. They hold down the} 
next-to-closing spot expertly, win- 
ning plenty of chuckles which could | 
by pyramided by the use of current 
comedy. 

Joe Grant was sent over from the 
WFBM Talent Parade this week, and 
while his voice is good on ‘Pretty 
Girl Is Just Like a Melody’ his 
phrasing is terrible and his stage 
appearance bad, 

Biz was thin at third show Friday 
(25), opening day. Kiley. | 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, April 27. 
Pansy the Horse (3), Honey Family 
(6), Jack Marshall, Lynn, Royce & 
Vanya, Morton Downey, Dorothy | 
Hild Ballet (16); ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). | 





This is a strictly Chicago show, | 
with all the acts except one having | 
been regular standbys at this house | 
for years. They are acts on which 
the theatre is taking no chances. 


Only turn which shows up here as 
a newcomer on his own is Jack Mar- 
shall, ex-Benny Meroff musician | 
and new doubling for an m.c. job in 
the northside Hi-Hat cafe. He has 
no act though he works extremely 
hard, but to apparently no purpose. 
After it's all over, the audience still 
remembers a man playing a trom- 
bone without using his hands. His 
bit about lions and tigers, etc., is 
completely unintelligible. And about | 
the best thing he does is some| 
clowning with a hat brim with 
which he devises various approxi- 
mations of different styles. 


Rest of the show is_ standard. | 
Pansy the Horse practically lives in | 
this theatre, and still gets laughs. 
But inexcusable in any theatre— 
and Balaban & Katz management is 
especially at fault for permitting any 
act to be in such bad taste—is the 
bit with the horse’s tail and the! 
foot-wiping business that follows. | 
The act does well until that point, | 
and after that the audience is justi- | 
fied in refusing to like anything it 
does. 

Topnotch' variety 
for any house, any time, is the 
Honey Family. An outstanding ac- 
robatic layout that must entertain | 
any audience three men and three 
women sco roundly with their | 
tumbling and two-high work, espe- | 
cially clicking due to the use of the | 
femmes as_ understanders. Lynn, | 
Royce and Vanya make a great ap- | 
pearance. The girl makes such a/| 
bang-up appearance that the audi- | 
ence may well resent somewhat her | 





entertainment | 


knocking around, but generally it’s a | 
sock variety turn. | 
Always a favorite in theatre or | 


nitery, Morton Downey sang a dozen | 


‘can do 


j any angle. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN | 


Sonny Dunham Orch (14) with 
Ray Kellogg, Pickert and Worth, 
Nick Kenny (2), Morey Amsterdam, 
Mabel Todd, Dinah Shore; Newsreels 
and Shorts. 








Radio personalities fill this 80- 
minute setup with varying effect. 
Nick Kenny, New York Mirror radio 
columnist, lends his name to the 
marquee, but confines himself to 
part-time mc.ing studded with a few 
trite gags. Morey Amsterdam and 
Dinah Shore do much better, both 
going over solidly. 

Kenny gets it going with a scene 
wherein he dictates to a stenogra- 
pher (unbilled) his column for the | 
day. It’s short and flat except for | 
cracks about the ‘mad man of Eu-, 


| rope.’ He gets off by introing Sonny | 


Dunham's band. 

Dunham's crew is new, having re- | 
cently finished a long stay at the 
Roseland Ballroom, Brooklyn. — It 
much better work than it 
offers during this stretch. Band 
seems to have tightened up to a| 
point where its work is often sloppy, 
both in its own arrangements and | 
behind Miss Shore and the opening | 
dancing act of Pickert and Worth. | 
Date here, however, is the band’s | 
first theatre stand and that, coupled | 
to the fact that it’s manned by young 
musicians, is probably responsible 
for the loss of the clean and solid | 
impact that was noted recently at 
the Roseland by this reviewer. Band 
doesn’t get much chance to work on 
its own. ‘Mighty Like a Rose,’ fea- 
turing Dunham’s trumpeting, fol- 
lows a jive opener; ‘Bar Babble’ is 
spotted midway and a _ hopped-up 
arrangement of ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
with Dunham pitching in on trom- 
bone as well as trumpet, is near the 
close. Band is too loud all the way 
through. 

Ray Kellogg, vocalist, shows little 
merit on two tunes and the arrange- 
ments accompanying seem like 
dressed-up stocks. Handles ‘I Un- 
derstand’ first and ‘Hear a Rhap- 
sody’ next. Latter is least effective. 
In addition, it has been done to a 
turn countless times. 

Kenny gives Rollo Pickert and 
Billie Worth a hefty buildup. 
They're worth it once the two get 
clear of the initial tap routine which 
is made inaudible by Dunham's 
heavy background. Boy then does 
a bag punching rountine, using his 
taps to simulate sound of the bag. 
Could be shortened for tightening. | 
Girl’s solo is okay. It serves more | 
to exhibit her looks, strong from | 
Pair then puts on a sock 
finish, boy coming on first on stilts 
and the girl joining him. Both han- | 
dle the stilts expertly. Finish with 
a jitterbug routine. 





_their swift tapstering. 


| way. 


songs here at the demand of the| Morey Amsterdam and Mabel | 
audience and would have sung a Todd, of WOR, New York, ‘Laugh ’n’ 
dozen more if the audience had its | Swing’ show. are ineffective at first. 
An outstanding personality Amsteraam slows it up with slightly 

and a topflight showman, Downey | blue gags in solo, then is joined by 
displays to great advantage pipes | Miss Todd for dumb-dora biz that’s 
that sound better than ever. | little better. Girl then works alone | 
Business okay at the first show | On a couple tunes, ‘Alexander's Rag- | 
Saturday (26). Gold. | time Band’ and ‘He’s My Uncle,’ for | 
okay response. It’s not until Am- 





TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, April 26. | 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis Orch with! 
Julie Sherwin, Ruby Kahoe, Lester 
Harding, Joleen Harris; ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th). 

Johnnie Scat Davis adds another 
to the list of moderately attractive 
name bands which Barney Joffee has 
been booking into the Tower inter- 
mittently this past yeer or more. This | 
aggregation is one of the larger in 
personnel and its registry is on the 
better side. Particular show caught 
Friday night (25) was a bit overly | 
long, running past an hour, especially | 
since the house linegirls are absent | 
and the extra minutes fell to the| 
band. But regular shows held to 
more compact running time proved 
more snappy Saturday (26). 

Band’s best offering is its leader, | 
and toward the show’s close he gets | 
in his sizzling session of scat singing 
for some heavy approval from the 
customers. As a band, crew is not to 
be overlooked 2s it trots out a couple 
of nifty arrangements, by outfit’s 
John Zaumeyer, on ‘Perfidia’ and 
‘Amapola.’ ‘Perfidia’ tune, with a 
bolero and fox trot rhythm inter- | 
mixed, would be a strong number for 
the jukeboxes if available on wax. 

In the line of specialties band has 
Julie Sherwin, who does ez novel 
‘Hawaiian War Chant’ and vocals a 
couple of pop songs in addition. Davis 
calls on Tony DiGiralaloma for some 
fancy fiddling and Nick Harper con- 
tributes a hot fiddle. Crew ezlso has 
a vocal quintet that’s prominent and | 
vocalist Joleen Harris, amateur night! 
product. Best work outside the band | 
is from Lester Harding, who does a, 
fine piece of work on a medley of | 
songs from ‘New Moon.’ 

In this engagement the Davis band 
shows itself heavily on the torrid | 
side, probably explained by scet sing- 
ing for which the leader is known 
and which is what the customers ex- | 
pect. Such of his songs as ‘Holly- 
wood,’ ‘The Sheik,’ ‘If I Could Be 
With You’ are given out in his scat | 
session, and well received. A novelty | 


Bates is showing a tendency to talk|number or two and assisting acts | 
more. though. which is a misfake — te heighten the leader’s work. | 


Ross and Bennett exchange gags, 


Quin. | 


sterdam comes back alone to uncork 
some really funny stuff that the act 
really begins to roll. Lot of the 


| lines that draw howls seem to be ad 


lib: even the bandmen guffawed at 
this catching. Gagster fills at least 
15° minutes solo and keeps interest 
high the entire time. 

Miss Shore goes 
despite the ns.g temnvo-setting of 
Dunham’s' accomp. ‘There'll Be 
Some Changes Made’ starts her off 
and ‘It All Comes Back to Me Now’ | 
and ‘Amapola’ shove her right un to 
a strong rating. ‘Yes. My Darling 
Daughter,’ of course, is the topper. | 
There are no brakes on the appre- 
ciation. 

Finish brings on the whole layout 


over handilv 


to vipe Kenny’s latest tune ‘Let's 
Go Down in the Cellar.’ 
Biz fair. Wood. | 


nace 


APOLLO, N. Y. | 


Count Basie Orch (16), with Helen 
Humes, Jimmie Rushing, Red and 


Curley, Bot and Babette, Walter 
Green, John Mason. Dotty Salter, 
Sandy Burns, Jimmie _ Baskette, 
Vivian Harris, House Line (22); 


‘Devil Commands’ (Col). 


Count Basie’s band, here only last 


| January, is as popular as ever at the 


Apollo, although he has much the 
same layout as on his last appear- 
ance. He’s helped by solid support | 
from others making up 90 minutes 
of stage show. Basie continues with | 
four trumpets, three trombones, five 
saxophones, guitar, drums, bass viol | 
and himself at the piano. Crew has |} 
learned value of toning down some | 
numbers, even for this house, which | 
likes it plenty hot ordinarily. 
Perhaps outstanding. besides his 
piano work, is the slick sax section 
headed by Jam Smith, who does 
‘Georgia on My Mind’ as a solo. 
Basie also has a swing trombonist, 
unbilled, who should have more to 
do. ‘On the Beam’ is a spotlighted 


| tune Basie employs for an outstand- | 


ing ivory-massaging stint. ‘I Can't | 
Remember to Forget’ and ‘Wiggle | 
Boogie’ are other standout tunes for 
the crew. Helen Humes is_ using 
‘Song of the Wanderer.” while rotund 
Jimmie Rushing is as popular as 
ever with his warbling of ‘Baby | 


Won't You Please Come Home’ and 
‘Baby Don't Tell On Me.’ 

Red and Curley and Bob and Bab- 
ette, lone white act on the card, are 
foremost among surrounding talent. | 
Red and Curley, personable colored 
lads, sell themselves solidly with | 
Their work | 
is nicely spaced, with the surprise of 
the turn saved as an encore. This is| 
a dual session with six drums and, 
the large bass drum at which both | 
take licks. Novelty of stunt puts it! 
over, but this part of the act needs 
re-routining for most vaudeville 
spets and niteries. 

Bob and Babette, clever combo of 
boy and gir! gymnasts, register be- 
cause of the novelty. Man comes on 
as a cafe society drunk with femme 
as cigaret girl. While handstands, 
balancing and walking-down-stairs 
trick are standard, they are glibly 
put over with the male never get- 
ting away from his inebriate char- 
acter. After each handstand or stunt, 
he takes out a whiskey glass and 
drinks the contents. Clicked solidly 
with late crowd here. 

Walter Green cleans up nicely 
with his prolonged tzps_ session. 
Youth is a dextrous tapster but is on 
too long at first appearance. Too 
much sameness. Finally had to bow 
off. 

Leonard Harper has furnished 
okay production numbers, none of 
them lavish but all lively. Opening 
resembles one of those Harlem hide- 
away danceries with lindy-hoppers 
all over the place. In this and the 
military aviation scene, the hard- 
working chorus is a distinct im- 
provement over the chorus combos 
here recently. Dotty Salters, a sou- 
bret with an above-average voice for 
this type of presentation, bolsters the 
production numbers with her step- 
ping and warbling. Comedy skits by 
the house veterans, John Mason, 
Sandy Burns, Vivian Harris and 
Jimmie Baskette, are better than 
usua! even though taken from burley 
scripts. 

Biz fair at last show Friday (25). 

Wear. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, April 24. 

Bartell and Williams Bros. (3),) 
Pat Henning & Co. (2), Edith Fel-| 
lows with Wilbur Evans, Eddie} 
White, Les Juvelys (2), Larry Flint} 
House Orch; ‘Dark Streets of Cairo’! 
(U) and ‘The Great Train Robbery’ 
(Rep). 











Marquee lure this week is Edith 
Fellows, billed as ‘Boston’s own)! 
young singing screen star.’ On sec- | 
ond show of opening day the trade 


| looked fairly good. What the ticket- | 


buyers got inside was a repetition | 


about enough entertaining material | 


| to cover one fast walk across the | 


stage. 


To Miss Fellows’ credit is the fact | 
that she does not go into a Holly-| 
wood bla-bla, and apparently she | 
did see a man about an act before | 
she started the p.a. tour. But the| 


|line of chatter she crossfires with | 


Wilbur Evans as straight-man would | 
hardly make the grade at a baked- | 
bean social. You can tell it’s sup- | 
posed to be funny by the way they | 
wait for the laughs. Tipoff for the | 
whole routine is the choice of Evans’ | 
opening song, ‘Ole Man _ River.’ | 
There must be other numbers by | 
which baritones can show off their! 
voices—and Evans’ is certainly okay. | 
Miss Fellows’ singing voice is clear, | 
true and vital, and her one solo is 
the highlight of the act. 


Eddie White, next-to-close, follow- 
ing Fellows and Evans, had consid- | 
erable trouble with these customers 
to get them to admit he’s a comedian. | 
Working hard and fast, and ignoring | 
the frost for the first few minutes, | 
White finally warmed ’em up to his | 


line of fresh-guy gagging to get a! 


popular demand for two encores of | 
his typical parodies. It appears that | 
White, after playing New York cafes. | 
has been trying to get the swing of 
playing out of town dates. When 
he tones down his Joe Broadway 
manner, he’ll be well on the way to 
striking the proper key. . 


Pat Henning, the other comedy 
act on the bill, plays deuce, and also 
follows a cooler. But bv romping 
his head off in hokum, mandolin- | 
plunking, acro bits, impersonations, 
birdcalls, and eccentric hoofing with 
his femme partner, Henning bowed 
off to a flattering flurry of plaudits. 
Always in there punching, he never 
lets the attention lag, and all-in-all 


demonstrates how a real trouper 
works. 


Les Juvelys, a unique balance act. 
close the bill. Their specialty, not | 
likely to be copied widely, has the 
girl doing a head-stand on one, two 
and four balls, with the man balanc- | 





' routine, 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadeiphia, April 26. 


| (Horace Heidt Orch (15) with 
Larry Cotton, Fred Lowry, Red 
Ferrington, Donna and her Don 


Juans, Frankie Carle, Burton Pierce, 
Ollie O’Toole, Ronnie Kemper and 
Mimi Cabanne; ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ 
(Col). 





Horace Heidt has collected a 
wealth of talent in his aggregation 
of performers and musicians and the 
boys and gals really knock them- 
selves out to give the customers’ 
their money’s worth. The acts are 
well presented, each getting the ut- 
most in audience reception. There's 
plenty of novelty and it’s all put on 
with an informality that’s catching 
with the pew-holders. The finale in 
which members of the audience par- 
ticipate in a quiz for cash prizes is 
the finishing touch to an altogether 
satisfying show. 

Teeoff. has Heidt pick out a mop- 
pet from down front to lead the 
band. The kid at this catching was 


| clever and got a lot of laughs with 


a baton almost as big as himself. 
Heidt slipped him $1 for the effort. 

First of the ensemble to do his 
stuff is Larry Cotton, personable 
tenor, who’s clicko with ‘Ave Maria’, 
in which he’s joined by the Glee 
Club, and ‘Because of You.’ Burton 
Pierce, a clever tapster, brings on 
the duke-pounding with a difficuit 
then eases off with imita- 
tion of ‘Bojangles’ Robinson, Fred 
Astaire and Eleanor Powell. 

Ronnie Kemper, sporting a lisp, 
sings a comic version of ‘Cecelia’, 
then follows with a couple of his 
own compositions, ‘Goodbye, Now’ 
and ‘]’ll Be Back in a Year,’ a new 
song about the draft that goes over 
because of its timeliness. 

Another clever performer is Ollie 
O’Toole, who has a different imita- 
tion routine. Best in his book are 
takeoffs on Edwin C. Hill, H. V. Kal- 
tenborn-and Boake Carter. A novel 
bit is his imitation of Bill Robinson, 
going through the motions with his 
hands and simulating the sound of 
taps with his mouth. 

Frankie Carle, the band ivory- 
pounder, gets the snotlight with a 
solo rendition of ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ 
which he wrote; ‘Falling Leaves’ and 
‘Limehouse Blues.” Mimi Cabanne, 
an attractive brunet, sings medley of 
operatic airs with the glee club and 
encores with ‘Sweetheart,’ a duet 
with Larry Cotton. Both excellently 
received. 

Also getting plenty of kudoes from 
crix and stubholders is Fred Lowry, 
Heidt’s blind whistler. Lowry’s of- 
fering is ‘World Is Waiting for Sun- 
rise’ and ‘Flight of Bumble Bee,’ lat- 
ter a tough number for a whistler, 
| but Lowery misses nary a note. 

Fave with the audience is big Red 
Ferrington, booming baritone who 


|of that sad story about Hollywood | scores with his ‘McNamara’s Band.’ 
| personalities hitting the road with! He also collects howls with his con- 


tinuous heckling of Heidt. Donna 
Wood and the three Don Juans, vo- 
calists, are also pleasing. 

Quiz fiinale is similar to the one 
Heidt features on his radio ‘Pot 0’ 
Gold.” Contestants are asked to 
identify the theme songs of various 
name bands with winners collecting 
prizes of $1 to $5. It’s plenty of fun. 

Biz when caught (Saturday nicht) 
was near capacity. Shal. 


EMBASSY, N. Y 
* - 7 
(NEWSREELS) 

Lots about defense, U. S. army 
maneuvers and doings of the British 
Imperial army outside the European 
front, but there’s nothing especially 
provocative. 

Paramount has practically a mo- 
nopoly of the outstanding clips. Its 
coverage of the recent forest fires in 
the east is conspicuously good and it 
scores twice more with first show- 
ings of the British advance in Eritrea 
and of the army preparations made 
by the Empire for the defense of 
Singapore. E. P. Grenock, of Para- 
mount’s Far Eastern staff, gets bill- 
ing for the latter contribution. 

Of the clips that have come out of 
England one deals with Winston 
Churchill’s trip to Bristol after the 
town had taken a severe bombing to 
receive a university degree (M-G), 


| another pictures the methods used to 


rescue downed pilots of the R. A. F. 
(Par), while a third, also bearing a 
Paramount tag, shows women doing 
what is normally men’s work and 
the care given their children in 
nurseries. From the commonwealths 
of Britain there are also such il- 
luminating bits as R. A. F. contin- 
gents on review in Sydney (Pathe) 
and Canadian-trained Norwegian 
flier going through an aerial drill 
before departing for the other side 
(Par). Another Australian import 
(Pathe) tells of the _ hospitality 
showered on U. S. naval officers and 
men on the recent visit of the fleet. 
The clip has plenty production and 














ing these balls on his head. In each | NO little humor. 
of these three tricks. both perform-| _As for the American defense front 
ers hold on to neither each other! the main points of interest are the 
nor the balls at the climax of the | development of a welding process of 
trick. Both work with poise and as- | Shipbuilding (Universal), the speed- 
surance. | ing up of medium-sized tank con- 
Bartell and the Williams Br <  Struction via the Chrysler plant 
open the show with comedy ieee | (Pathe), the establishment of an in- 
that offers a few neat fillips in a, V@ding  air-fleet spotter system 
routine that’s generally too jerky. | (Pathe) and the drill activities of 
A flashy whirlaround of the girl by , ‘@%ks at Ft. Myers and of the cavalry 
one of the boys is a good finale. |at Ft. Bliss (Fox). Another item in 
Larry Flint m.cs. the show. the disaster department is Uni- 


Fox. (Continued on page 71) 
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Unit Review: 


{ 














Crazy With the Heat 


(STATE, NEW YORK) 








-_ | 


} 


presence and could do nicely with | 
some coaching. | 





genuine entertainment. Their act is 
clean and moves along at a fast clip 


so that the audience hardly gets 


around to applauding one trick be- 
fore another is taking place. 
Singing Udel Triplets are on for a 
set of tunes which show the girls to 
have fair pipes but weak arrange- 


to offer in the way of thrills and | 








CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


Night Club Reviews 








Heller, who operates the club with 
his brother, Sol, is giving his pipes a 


A series of scenes with army camp | ments. Making the common mistake | (PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL) rest, laying off the singing and 
locale offer big scope to Joe Besser |of being overarranged, the girls | . Sticking exclusively to the m.c. 
Tabloid version of legit revue! and his straight man. Besser’s char-| would do well to concentrate on chores, which he does ingratiatingly. 
llivan: -terizati . Rents Gene Krupa Orch (15) with Does : le its with- Mis 
being toured by Ed Sullivan; cast) acterization of the nervous guy with |more simple ..umbers. Good ap- I oes a couple of bits with» Miss 
includes Willie Howard, Gracie Bar-|the touch of lavender is made to pearance fails to save them. Howard Dulaney, Anita O’Daye, Roy Baker, and they're cute. Bergen 
rie, Betty Kean, Mary Raye and order for the situation, and he scores) Rounding out the bill are Bob Eldredge; 75¢ to $1.50 minimum. joins them occasionally for helpful 
Naidi, Diosa Costello, Wilma Horner, solidly. Hart, good eccentric dancer, and —_—-— extras, 
Matthew Smith, 12 girls, 6 boys; Sharing headline honors with Dorothy Keller, cute tapper, who Ever wince Gene Krupa’s band got Archie Tarshis’ new orch coming 
house pit orch; ‘Andy Hardy’s Pri-| Besser is the perennial soldier, both do well with time and spot jer jts birth pains the leader has ound all right on the show end, 
pate Secretary’ (M-G). Johnny Burke. Using the same gags allotted them. Not so much cen be poen angling for a New York hotel dansapation having been okay from 
benny many years, Burke still has | said, however, of the singing of Ruth spot. He has one now with every- Start. Doing vocals with band is 
Reeling off in 57 minutes, this is a freee FE snggen.. a Semen, and the | Low and F rank Milton. An unbilled thing in his favor. Nearby New Shirley Heller, also in the family, 
‘erjack unit in pace and enter- | ption accorded him on his en- | baton-swinging team gets across well | yorker hotel, ordinarily opposition #94 a looker with sufficient on ball. 
crackerjJac ¢ | trance is proof enough of his popu- | and looks to have the makings of a ‘ 


tainment, aided by a strong ex- 
ploitation drive to pul! in the cus- 


larity and drawing power. 
Unveiling plenty of sock tricks, | 


in the business, these boys have lots 


good act. 
Outstanding points of the unit are 


to the Penn, is not using name bands 
at all and its Terrace Room shutters 


Listening to Krupa’s seven brass, 


Name policy has upped Yacht club’s 


minimum from $1 on week-days to 


: ope ining ' $1.50 and from $1.50 Fridays and 
; . & a, : each night at 10 o’clock. In addi- $1 ? >1.00 — ys i 

vomers. _— Bo gp ggg Rees the Three Trojans come close to|its adaptability to any size house tion be only outfit in town similar Saturdays to $2.50. No complaints 
tab versi Steel Ghee the écieinaic | Stealing the show from even such (and the current theme, which should | 4, Krupa’s is taat of Harry James’ Cither, indicating Pittsburgh will 
ee ee house offspring of ion pong and capable performers as prove to make it a real money-grab- at the Hotel Lincoln, whose room Stand the tariff when the talent’s 

is V , ‘ esser and Burke. Without ques- | ber t get es ty ' ight. And it is here Cohen 

stly - i ti ; “en : Bo ; ; as a much smaller capacity. ° Ss here. ven, 
costly Kurt Kasznar production, | tion oxe > tee test emehetie Urine ; ’ . ,_|ha ) 
which columnist Ed Sullivan sal- | = -O e best acrobatic trios| Business great at third show Fri 7 
| 


vaged after an initial quick flop, 
pr better at 50c than it did at 

3.30. 

Kasznar reputedly sunk around 
$130,000 in ‘Heat’ and ‘struck’ the 
show one week after its original 
opening at $4.40 top. Then Sullivan 
and a few associates salvaged the 


day (25). Gold. 











C.M. Pathe 











was offered in the simple reply made 


Continued from page 2 


Clippers In 








Michie, Time and Life correspondent, 


four sax, four rhythm, gets tiresome 
quickly. It’s a loud band that seems 
never to change its pace. Seven 
brass, split into four trumpets (oc- 
casionally five with the colored Roy 
Eldredge) and three’ trombones, 
backed by Krupa’s heavy drumming, 


is a heavy instrumental dose to take 


Evergreen Casino, Philly 


Philadelphia, April 23 
Beth Challis, Helene Standish, 
Nitza and Ravell, Doris Elliott, Mada- 
lyn White, Pat Shevlin Orch (7): No 


. # . . : +5 r . over or minimum week nights. Sate 
aii . a few new acts, by the ‘ench f sane’ “ in a spot like the Penn. The Glenn ©? Bog ; pt 
revue, stuck in a few new acts, md y : ie French ilm expert to the taking off on the Yankee Saturdcy Mill hs, sad Siauas Gereas bands urday minimum, $1:50; dinners $1.50 
reopened it at $3.30 top. At this question, ‘Where are you going to (26) for Miller a m) se) ands, 


rate it ran for 12 weeks at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., but Sullivan's group 
aid not recoup the additional $24,000 








stay while in the U. S.’ 
‘I don’t know. 


He answered 
I am 78 and I don’t 





an indef stay in the Lui.c- 
waffe’s target practice area, and Mar- 
cel Wallenstein, of the Acme News 





both cf which have played the Cafe 
touge, aren’t exactly soft at times, 
but Krupa makes ’em both sound like 


up. 


A converted = ald 








mansion on 
injected into the show This they | bother enous things like that. Others Service and Planet News Pictures of string and mute combinations when rong = might main highway 
now expect to do via the vaude | Care for them. London Wallensteins, returned to the he gets rolling. eee r: y. _ se York, — 
house dates, being played at $8,500, Carefully avoiding mention of his | scene of the crime, heving been con- Most of the stuff dished out is pathic state hn toh an = : on 
weekly for the package, plus per- reasons for coming to American soil ferring her -e March 31. Wall harsh, driving and anything but * & tne ¢ si class summe 
, . sal Ming | erring here since March 31. Wallen- . spot. The room has recently been 
centages over stipulated gross for the first time since 1919. Pathe | cto; : q . melodic. That extends even to bal- °* ct c as : 
é ‘ » oc stein, looking as gay as a Greek eat- ‘ : ‘ me ie refurbished in good taste, in keep- 
sures ‘ ; pes ; ’ lads. While some are muted and § ’ i 
figures. ; sen, tes declined to ‘talk of politics or war.’ ino sauerbrauten. left on the Atlan- <..° ’ ing with the surroundings 
The answer to its success In 4 | 49:. aiothing and an occasional phr: “nadernser liens 7 ‘ sweetly played, most stack up as 15 > SUITC 3S. 
popular-priced theatre is its cast— h oSinniean ah O€CASTONALDPATASE, tic, saying he didn’t know when he Harlem jive cut to ballad tempo, The show, music and food are all 
all familiar with vaude stages and | NOWever, led observers to believe would get back to God’s Green Acres. being completely lacking in appeal. a credit to the new management, 
audiences. Willie Howard is at his that the Nazi hordes had not gone! g.mer Davis to Observe the War Playing of the band, too, isn’t at the Tenny Newbold, a» member of an 
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mendous reception in the ‘mad; Thousands upon thousands*turned about i cs di -year- time, coming onto the stand only standout are ‘I’m the Wife of the 
. BMattheer Smith. ‘good straight | about it all cs did the 80-year-old ; ‘ , a , 
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LEGITIMATE 65 





Name 15 Nominees for Equity Council 
Of 10; Expect Very Lively Election 








Annual election of Equity June 6 
is for the purpose of sclecting coun- 
cillors, the officers still having two 
more years to serve, and is likely to 
be a lively session. For the first 
time, 50% more nominees than posts 
to be filled will be on the ticket, 
virtually obviating the chances of in- 
dependent candidates. In other 
words, there will be 15 names to be 
voted upon, 10 to be chosen. In ad- 
dition to probable campzigning, a 
number of resolutions will be pro- 
posed from the floor, incorporating 
ideas hardly favored by the admin- | 
istration. 

One of the surprises in the list of | 
candidates is Ethel Water.. If | 
elected, she will be the first colored | 
member to reach the council. Un- | 
derstood the nominating committee | 
functioned entirely on its own, con- | 
sulting officers at no time. There 
are not more than 50 colored mem- 
bers in good standing. Such play- 
ers usuclly apply for withdrawal 
cards after appearing in legit, Equity 
membership being required for all 
such engagements. Currently the 
only shows with colored players are 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ on tour, and ‘Na- | 


tive Son,’ St. James, N. Y. 
Expected Resolutions 
Resolutions expected to be intro- 
duced includes one which provides 
that any member having paid dues 
for 25 years and who received no 
concessions in that matter, such es 
reduction of dues owed during stress 
or withdrawal cards, shall be made 

life members. 


It’s also proposed that no member | 


who owes dues shall be elected or 
hold office. It’s inferred that even 
some members of council are or have 
been backward in such payments. 
Another idea is to ban any manager 
who owes actors from operating in 


any other talent field until paying | 
Proposed also is | 


off all obligations. 
a resolution that there be one dues 


payment opening the way for inter- | 


changeability between legit, radio, 
pictures and night clubs. It’s recog- 


nized that under such a system the | 


dues in the several talent unions 
would have to be raised. In Equity, 
for instance, the dues are $18 yearly, 


but the amounts are variable other- | 


wise and some in the Screen Actors 
Guild pay up to $100. 

Under the new-election rules, the 
nominating committee was required 
to get two acceptances from candi- 
dates. First they had to say ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ whether they would accept if 
named and, after being chosen, had 
to answer the same query, so that 
their candidacy would not be voided. 

In addition to Miss Waters, those 


nominated for five years: Maida 
Reade, E. J. Blunkell Beverly 
Bayne, Robert T. Haines, Richard 
Taber, Margaret Webster, Reynolds 
Dennison, John Alexander, Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, Lillian Gish, Calvin 


Thomas, Arthur Pierson, Vivienne 
Segal and Louis Calhern. Replace- 
ment candidates to serve for three 
yecrs: John Kennedy and Jack Ty- 
ler. 


UR AFFIIATE. INDIE 
TUSSLE FOR W. VA. AUD 


Charlestown, W. Va.. April 29 

Tussle over legit bookings for the 
new 3,517-seat aailoiant auditorium 
here is being waged by two local 
managements. One is the indie Mc- 
Call Amusement Co. and the other 
is Mayfair Amusement Enterprises 
Inc., affiliated with the Shubert- 
Erlanger United Booking Office, N. Y. 


Mayfair outfit, headed by Harry 
Lashinsky, booked three touring 
shows, including ‘Hellzapoppin’ and 


‘Little Foxes,’ into the house this 
season, but the McCall firm is dick- 
ering with such independent produc- 
ing managements as Oscar Serlin, 
Lindsay & Crouse, the Playwrights’ 
Co., and the Theatre Guild for next 
season. 

McCall! concern is headed by Pres- 
ton M. McClanahan, president, and 
Jackson D. Altizer, secretary - and 
treasurer. Former is also with the 
Williamson Associates, local adver- 
tising agency. Altizer has been in 
legit theatre management 30 years. 


They also have a deal to book a the-; 
Lash- { 


atre in Huntingdon, W. Va. 
insky, who is understood to have a 
0-year contract with UBO, h: 

ther house. 


as no 


Treasurers’ 7G Net 





Treasurers’ 
held at the Waldorf-Astoria netted 
the organization around $7,000. Pro- 
ceeds were mostly obtained from ad- | 
vertising in the program. Attend- 
ance at the dance and show wes not 
up to expectations, although tables 
on the ballroom floor made the 
gathering look lerger than it was. 
Indicated that slightly better than an | 


|even break was gotten from the ho- 
tel end. 


Ziegfeld club’s benefit show at the 
same spot was profitable, but be- 
cause bills from major expenditures 
have not been received the net is not 
| definite. British War Relief is to re- 
|ceive 25% of the proceeds. 


Scenic Union Informs 


Mgrs. Scenery Coin Be 
Paid Before Work Starts 


Producers will be required to put 
it on the line in entirety for scenery 
'before work on the production be- 
|gins, according to a set of regula- 
| tions sent to showmen by the scenic 
'union. There is no basic agreement 
between the union and the pro- 








| 


ducers and it appears that the scenic | 
people are loathe to discuss new | 


|regulations with the managers, feel- 
ing that they have the whip hand. 

One of the new requirements 
which irks the managers is that no 
work will be started on the settings 
until a contract for designs or ‘cos- 
tume finding’ has been = signed. 
League of New York Theatres has 
resisted for two years the idea that 


show. For shows which call for 
ordinary dress a ‘finder’ must go on 
ithe payroll for at least one week, 
reported rate being $150 per week. 


Union’s edict states: ‘Heretofore such | 


services were only used when 
| deemed necessary by the manager. 
| After May 1 they are compulsory 
with every play.’ 

New rules require the producer 
to deposit with the union the entire 
contract price before work on pro- 
{duction is started. Formerly the 
producer paid the money direct to 
the designer in thirds 

Scenic union membership includes 
designers, contractors and journey- 
|men painters. Contractors cannot 
evade the regulations without lia- 
bility to union discipline. League 
asked that no new regulations be 
made without the managers being 
acquainted with such rules, but it is 
claimed the union went ahead re- 
gardless. Another meeting between 
the League and unicn heads is be- 
ing sought. 


ADVANCE N.G., SO HUROK 
BALLET CANCELS Cul 


Chicago, April 29. 
Scheduled two-week appearance 
here of the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Cerlo in the Auditorium has been 


ancelled, through agreement of the 
Allied Arts Corp. and Sol Hurok 
Allied Arts, consisting of Warren 
Thompson and Ed Goldsmith, | 
planned to present the Ballet a1 
had reportedly guaranteed Hurok 
$15.000 for each of the two weeks 
But advance sale vere figurec 
much milder tha 4 
decided to call the date off. 


Muse-Fitzgerald Open 


Coast Barn in ‘Jones’ 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Malibu Players open their straw- 
het season around June 15 with 
Harry Slott as managing director. 
Clarence Muse and Barry Fitzgerald 
have been signed as guest stars for 
the opening play, Eugene O'Neill's 
‘Emperor Jones.’ 

Other plays on the list are ‘Sh = 
spearean Scandals,’ by Addison Bu 
hardt, and ‘Heaven Only Knows,’ by 
Walter Samuels. 





for a strawhat this summer at the 
Glen Rock playhouse, Ridgewood 
N. J.. has called the whole thing off 


N. C. Subsidizes Green 





Charlotte, N. C., April 29. 
The show must—and will—go on. 
If ‘The Lost Colony,’ drama of 
American nativity at Roanoke Is- 
|land, fails to pay, North Carolina 
| will underwrite its losses to $10,000 





a costumer be engaged for every | 


John Triggs, who announced plans 


| a searon. 


subsequent profits. 





| Broadford Fearing, its promoter. 





SUMMER; B.0. 
NOW OFF 


_—_—— — 


Broadway showmen are looking 
forward to a lively summer. There 
will be no lure to the metropolis, 
such as the World’s Fair, but an 
unusual influx is anticipated, what 
with foreign travel out completely 
‘and cruises considerably curtailed. 
| A campaign has started aimed at the 
west and south, setting forth the 
advantages of New York as a vaca- 
| tion center. 


There is a fairly substantial num- 
ber of shows operating profitably, 
‘but a slump on Broadway that | 
started with Holy Week and which | 
saw only a partial pick-up Easter | 
week, continues. One pertinent 
reason still is believed to be the! 
‘continued bad news from the war 
fronts. It appears that business in 





the east reacts to war reports much | 


more definitely than the central and 
western sections of 
visitors repeatedly 
opinion. 


voicing such 


Present week started more slowly 
than previously, probably because of 


ithe beginning of daylight saving | 


time. Summery weather is doubt- 
less another factor. 

With few new shows due in town, 
the summer fare will principally de- 
pend on the current list. Sundays 
may or may not be a factor, with 
some managers confident of visitor 
support during the heated ‘porns. 


Theatre Party Service 
Sues Welies-Houseman 


For 506 on 1 Native Son’ 


Rae Fogel and Emanuel Epstein, 
doing business as the Federated 


Theatre Pa Service, filed suit 
Thursday ‘24) in N. Y. supreme 
court against Weliman, Inc., Orson 


Welles and John Houseman, seeking 
$50,000 damages and an injunction 
to prevent the defendants from sell- 
ing theatre benefits, blocks of tickets 
of 50 or more and ignoring mention 


of plaintiffs in the advertising of 


‘Native Son,’ current Broadway 
drama. Wellman, Inc., is the pro- 
ducing corporation of ‘Son,’ with 


Welles and Houseman its directors. 

Plaintiffs charge that on Feb. 19, 
1941, they signed an agreement with 
Wellman to promote ‘Son’ through 
the mail and by phone, to secure 


fullhouse benefits and to sell block: 
of ticket f 50 or more seat Full 
ouse e plaintiffs state, was to 
cost $1,60( while tickets of 50 of! 
ore ere be sold at 2 f { 
boxoffice e. The complaint further! 
alleges the } ntiffs were t ire 

10° of t ne nlus $100 rweek 
( efe agreed to see tl a 

€ p 1 € g£ ana q gran 
ere carry a statement that ‘For 
all Theatre Parties, call Federated 


Theatre Party Service.’ 

Defendanis are accused of breach- 
ing the agreement. Plaintiffs claim, 
among other things, to have sent out 
20.000 cards advertising the play. 
The reputed contract runs to June 
1. when it is said to be cancellable 
on six weeks notice. 


TOLEDO OPERETTAS SET 
Toledo, April 29. 


Fhird annual summer season of 


Or operettas at the Toledo Zoo Cha 
Amphitheatre will begin July 14 and 


end Aug. 10. Each of the following 
will be presenied for one week: 


The show runs five nights 
club benefit recently |a ween from July 1 to Sept. 1, and 
any State subsidy will be repaid by 


The subsidy is considered a trib- 
ute to Paul Green, Tar Heel author 
of the drama, and to Senator D. 


| drama to the road next fall. 
| | ings for 16 weeks, starting on the 
first Monday in October, will occupy 


the country, | 





Lunts’ Summer Rest 





Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
on tour in ‘There Shall Be No 
will lay off during the summer and 


again take the Robert E. Sherwood 
Book- 





the stars until after the first of the 
year. Mostly southern stands will 
be played. 


Lunts expect to appear on Broad- 
way thereafter and are hoping by 
that time that Sherwood will have 
authored a new play for them. At 
the present time he is not writing, 
devoting most of his time to Govern- 
mental assignments. 


Wynn Folds ‘Boys’; 
Chiefly Responsible 
For Red Chi Date 


Ed Wynn, whe ei called it a season 
in Chicago Saturday (26) with ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ expects to take 
the revue to the road next season, 
| but the red four-week stay in the 
| Loop was a surprise in show circles. 

Show was wrongly spotted in the 
| Selwyn which is one reason for the 

flop engagement. It should have 
| been booked into the bigger Grand, 
but reported dilatory tactics by the 
actor-manager permitted ‘Arsenic 
j}and Old Lece’ to get that berth. 

Mistakes in handling the Chicago 
date are traced to Wynn himself. 
He ordered no money be spent on 
exploitation, figuring that the Selwyn 
date would be unprofitable even if 
‘Boys’ played to capecity. Result was 
_that the show opened in the Loop 

unpublicized. Reported, too, that the 

comic managed to get himself in 
bad standing with local showmen 
, leaders, which did not help matters. 
Difference arose over his refusal to 
appear at a benefit for Greek War 
| Relief. 

When it became apparent that the 








Loop date would be curtailed, Wynn | 


again was too late to secure book- 
ings in eastern keys. There were 
no houses available in Washington 
and Pittsburgh for the dates sought. 
He had been advised to pencil in the 
stands, but held off and sought to 
place the blame on the booking of- 
fice. 

On Broadway it was figured that 
Wynn, who was off the stage for two 
years or more, could play a year on 
the road. Spring tour, however, 
lasted but five and a half weeks. 
Early in its stay at the Broadhurst, 
N. Y., ‘Boys’ was among the top 

rossers Takings dropped to 
poet $24,000, then to $20,000, at 
which pace it remained for some 
time, but during the last two months 
of the Broadway stay there saw a 
steady decline in attendance. One 
factor that may have affected the 


Chicago date was the presence of| 
several turns too well known there. | 


JEWISH GUILD BENEFIT 
NETS $8,000 PROFIT 


Jewish Theatrical Guild’s benefit 
Suriday night (27) at the Imperial, 
New York, the first held by that 
charity organization in three year 


successful from every 


evidently 

Pi¢ Estimated net profit is around 
$8.000 on the shov caled from $1 
to $25 7 seat. 

Ed: Cantor and George Jessel 
waned varueey the entire even 
as m.c.’s with Bert Lytell 
ing in the intros. 
peared were: 

Rags Ragland, Lucy Monroe 
Raye and WNaldi, 3Zenny Fields, 
Yvette, Ben Bernie, Songwriters On 
Parade (5), Willie Howard, Bill Rob- 
inson Maxie Rosenblum, Zetty 
Hutton, Canada Lee, Gracie Barrie 
Johnny Mack, Raye and |! 
Noble Sissle’s orch, Della nd 
“Sharles King, Danny Kaye, Paul 
Haakon, The Pitchmen (3), Trixie 
Cappella and Beatrice, Leo Edwards 
and Adele Riva. In addition, there 


ing 
also shar- 
Others who ap- 


Mary 


dav} 
T 
A 


‘Bebes Le Toyland, ‘Firefly,’ ‘Good | were several other acts who were 
backstage but couldn’t perform be- 


News’ and ‘New Moon.’ John Ehrle 


a 
rectc 


cause of lack of time 


Night,’ | 


baw tal at a N.Y. Court of Appeals Verdict Vs. 
Musicians and Stagehands’ Pact 
May Ease B’way Legit’s Burden 


| A 4-to-2 decision (Thursday 24) 


| of the Court of Appeals, New York’s 
| highest tribunal, denying the right of 
stagehands to strike in order to 
force managements to give jobs to 
musicians, is regarded as highly ini- 
portant by showmen, although the 
case in point did not refer to Broad- 
way. Application of the same princi- 
ple to legit shows is possible, mana- 
gers in the past having objected to 
certain requirements of the two 
unions. 

Case decided was the suit of a ven- 
ture known as Opera on Tour for an 
injunction against the musicians and 
stagehands unions. Last season Opera 
played several performances of 
‘Faust’ in the south, using some 50 
singers and actors, plus a regulation 
|stage crew, but instead of an or- 
| chestra amplified disc recordings of 
| the musical score were used. 
| Musicians union protested to the 
| stagehands and under a reciprocal 
| arrangement between the two unions, 
| the crew was called out and the 

| project thereupon suspended. In- 
junction restraining the stagehands 
from taking such action was granted 
by the N. Y. supreme court, but the 
Appellate Division reversed that 
opinion and the case was then ap- 
pealed to the highest court. Justice 
Edward R, Finch, in handing down 
the majority opinion, said: ‘to make 
impossible the continuance of a busi- 
ness and thus prevent the employ- 
ment of a full complement of actors, 
singers and stagehands merely if a 
machine is not discarded and in place 
thereof live musicians are not em- 
ployed is not a lawful labor objec- 
tive.’ Chief Justice Irving Lehman 
dissented. 

B’way Speculation 

Broadway managers are speculat- 
ing on the chances of changing the 
requirements of both unions as the 
result of the decision. When re- 
corded offstage music is played dur- 
ing a straight play performance, it is 
usual for the stagehands to require 
the addition of another man to the 
crew, whether the effect is worked 
by the regular electrician or not. 
Should the recording be used for an 
interpolated song, the musicians re- 
quire a four-piece orchestra in the 
pit if the house does not ordinarily 
have musicians. Season or so back 


a Hammond organ in one play was" 


the only musical effect, played in the 
pit. Union insisted that four men 
be engaged. They reported for each 
performance, sat in the back of the 
house and the theatre is said to have 
paid the quartette $425 weekly dur- 
ing the engagement. Showmen are 
hoping that the decision will cause 
the unions to drop such require- 
ments. 

Justice Finch said the court was 
passing solely upon the right of the 
defendants to stop work in protest 
against the use of mechanical music 

(Continued on page 67) 


OTIS SKINNER AGAIN 
EPISCOPAL GUILD PREZ 


At the 18th annual election of the 


Episcopal Actors Guild held et the 
National theatre, N. Y., Friday (25), 
Otis Skinner was re-elected pres- 
dent Rev. Randolph Ray, Arthur 
Byron, Edward Fielding and Edwin 
Milton Royle were named vice- 
presidents; Rev. Charles Breck Ack- 
ley, secretary, and Thon as S. Me- 
jane, treasurer 

Honorary president Right Rev 
Henry St. George Tuckés pre g 
bishop of the Protestant Ep pal 
church; Right Rev. William T. Man- 
ning, bishop of New York, and 
George Arliss. 


Anna Erskine to Assist 
St. Leger at Central City 


Anna Erskine, production aide for 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ and several previous 

adway shows, will be a tant to 
Frank St. Leger, director of the 
three week opera season at Central 
Cry, th ummer. She’s cur- 
sitir go Marsha Hunt, in 1 Hol- 
lywood, but goes to Central City in a 
couple of weeks, 

3esides assisting on legit produc- 
tions, Miss Erskine writes the con- 
tinuity for the ‘Metropolitan Opera 


A 


ee rn 
Auditions of the Air’ radio series. 


rently vi 
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Authors, Mgrs. Sked Confab Which 
May Result In New Agreement: 
Producers Withdraw Suit Vs. Guild 








_—+ 


A-meeting between managers and 
authors for the purpose of consider- | 
ing to the amended basic | 
agreement will be heid May 8 which 
date is acceptable to the League of 
New York Theatres’ board and 
Dramatist Guild heads. Showmen 
have ordered the withdrawal of the 
League's injunction suit which was 
based on alleged monopolistic pro- 
visions in the contract. 

Twice be-.re the Guild printed 
the new agreement and presented it 
to the managers as is. Once there 
were revisions when the League ob- 
jected. After changes, the contract 
was declared by the Guild to be in 
force, but a number of managers! 
protested and the legal proceedings 
resulted. Petition to withdraw the 
suit by a minority of the League's 
membership led to negotiations with 
the Guild and the latter’s reply that 
it was ready to again talk it over. 

Letter sent the managers by the 
Guild’s president, Elmer Rice, con- 
veying the authors inclination to 
discuss the objected-to points, was 
amicable. He deciared that the 
Guild maintained a policy to confer 
with manegers on all matters affect- 
fing their joint interests. Rice said 
that a long list of suggestions from 
the League had been carefully 
analyzed and that many were adopt- 
ed so that ‘the new agreement is in 
some respects more favorable to the 
managers than the preceding ones.’ 
Stated that. although a majority of 
active producing managers have al- 
ready accepted the amended agree- 
ment. ‘we are more than willing to 
consider your suggestion for a re- 
sumption of negotiations with a view 
to establishing those harmonious 
lations which feel are ess 
to the welfare of the theatre 
whole.’ 


changes 


re- 
ential 


as a 


we 


tice, however, asked that the 
Guild be assured that points agreed 
on at the coming conferences be 
made binding on the League as a 
whole and that, the entire con- 
tract is not in dispute, the specific 
we nts to be discussed be set forth 
umes F. Reilly, acting the 
thereupon outlined the pro- 


as 


Ja for 
T 
Beau 

visions slated for neg 


fotiation 
Mers, Ask 


Managers ask 


Old Provisions. 


that the authors re- 


vert to the former provisions con- 
cerning foreign plays Producer 
could present one play of British 
writing per year, but such author: 
were required to become Guild 
members if more were produced 
New provision calls for all alien au- 
thors to be members of the Guild 
Previously foreign authors othe 
than British were not mentioned. 
While the managers do not ask fot 
an even split in picture right 
money, which is 60/40 in favor of 
the authors, they do seek a change 
in the same sharing on subsidiary 
right They want the split to be 
50/50, as it was some time ago. The 
60/40 sharing on such rights has 
been in force for some years and 
was not one of the changes inserted 
in the present form of contract 
Showmen also want the right to 
share in picture money for a period 


longer than 10 years after stage pro- 
ductior 
Man lso eel change ! 

4 connectior th 
} I ith nly ( i 

] t r re neqult le If 
I el ( é a play for 2 
rr Itv he ( l ot ffect a 
bec il r tne ( l] { I nl 
I ! } I 1 o! ) to $5.00 
712° from tl level to $7,500, and 

0°% thereafter, no matter whi et 


usually 
double or 


gets 3° 


ut could collect more if 
obtained a foreign rlay 
than the minimum per- 
Several other points are 
also at issue. 


1 
it The adapter 
1 
t manager 
for 


centages 


less 





Interstate’s Bookings 
Houston, April 29. 
Five road shows have been bdoked 
for next season by R. J. O'Donnell. 


general manager of Interstate. 
R 


' Guild 


Harris Buys Stage Play | 





Hollywood, April 29. 

Lowell Barrington sold his stage 
comedy, ‘The Admiral Had a Wife,’ 
to Jed Harris for early fall produc- 
tion on Broadway. 

Author is the son of Lou Christ, 
Arizona district manager for Fox- 
West Coast. 





Experimental Theatre 
Mus 3 More Plays, 
But Would Need Coin 


on three shows, the 
Experimental Theatre has another 
trio in contemplation, but it is un- 
derstood that further financing will 
be more plays 
presented. Indicated that the show- 
ings ran up against unexpected ex- 
penditures. That is partly explained 
by the fact that unions stepped in 
and demanded pay. Arrangement 
between Equity and the Dramatists 
stipulates that actors and 
authors are not to be paid for ex- 
perimental showing, but other profes- 
sional groups were not queried as 
to their attitude. 


Main purpose of ET 
actors and authors a chance to be 
seen and heard. If any of the plays 
tried is then commercially presented, 
it would mean work for many per- 
back and front of the stage. 
one of the plays, ‘Not in Our 
Stars,’ shown at the Biltmore, N. Y., 
Friday (25), appears to have a 
chance for managerial attention. 

teps Leading Up,’ played the 
previous week, is~ doubtful, whie 
‘The Trojan Women,’ first experi- 
mental try, was strictly artistic 
Thought it was a costume affair the 
cost of showing it was inconsider- 
able, Shuberts lending the clothes 
as well as the house (Cort). 

In the the 
regularly shown, money for the non- 
profit organization would be forth- 
coming. Rules provide that 2°. of 
the gross would go to ET. Half of 


Having put 


necessary if 


is to give 


sons 


Only 


event one of plays 1: 


any such coin would then be split 
among the actors pro rata, same 
arrangement going for picture right 


Show would have to draw fairly 
good money in order that the players 
could get any appreciable coin. 


Author wotid not be in on the split 


since his royalties would compensate 
hin 

Experimental outfit started with 
the grant of 


$2,000 from the National 
Academy, which is not 
functioning, but has some coin on 
hand. Whether further funds from 
that source can be had, is not clear. 

Although ‘Steps Leading Up,’ tried 
out for one sceneryless performance, 
is not regarded having much chance 
for regular production, it provided 


Theatre and 


an opportunity for James Gregory, 
who played the lead. Young actor, 
who previously played a bit in 





‘Glamour Preferred’ last winter, 

drew the attention of the critics and 

iwents expressed interest in the lad 
Stated that he has had at least one 

ceo test Gregory e! i 

) evi ] Ac 
s' { 
L ( ‘ e expel € 


Name Concert Dates 


(April 30-May 7) 


Josef Hofmann — Philharmonic 
Aud., Los Angeles (2). 

Lauritz Melchior Eastman. 
Rochester, N. Y. (2); Aud., Cedar 
Falls, Ia. (7). 

James Melton—Sheridan Coliseum 
State college, Ft.. Hays, Kans. (1); 
H. S.. Stamford, Conn, (2); Capitol, 

Ezio Pinza—Mun. aud., New 
Orleans (5); Aud., Tyler, Texas (7). 


Lily Pons—(with Albert Spalding) 
H. S., Stamford, Conn. (2); Aud., 
Ottawa (7). 


Bookings include: ‘There Shall Be Albert Spalding—(with Lily Pons) 
No Night,’ with Lynn Fontanne and H. S., Stamford, Conn. (2). 
Alfred Lunt; ‘Twelfth Night” with Lawrence Tibbett—Athletic Cen- 
Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans:| ter, Charleston college, Charleston, 
‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ with Al Jol-| S. C. (30); Howard hall, St. Louis 
son; ‘Life With Father,’ starring Lil-; (3); (soloist with Philadelphia 
lian Gish; ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ | orchestra) Hill aud, Ann Arbor, 
and ‘My Sister Eileen.’ j Mich. (7). 


- 





Minn. Stock Co. Leaves 
Subscribers Holding Bag 


Minneapolis, April 29. 
Subscribers for the season of spo- 
ken drama which Henry Adrian was | 





to have presented throughout the | 


state under the Minnesota Stock Co. 
|designation have been left holding 
| the sack in consequence of the ven- 
'ture blowing up after the first and 


,only one of the four scheduled of- 
ferings. 
In Owatonna, Minn., the local 


Chamber of Commerce, however, is 


repaying the subscribers, who paid | 


for three additional plays which will 
never be presented. The reason, it’s 


| explained, is that the Chamber spon- 


| 
are) 


sored the drive to get the town in 
the planned state-wide circuit, which | 
also included Minneapolis. 
The single play offered here and 
tour was ‘First Lady’. Even in 
this instance 
wood or Broadway star never ma- 
terialized and the cast contained no 
‘names 


on 





EQUITY BOWS: 
ON EXCLUSIVITY 


Equity’s council has conceded to 
the wishes of a fair proportion of its 
membership resident in New York 
and the exclusive service provision 
will be deleted from standard con- 
tacts as of Sept. 1 next. On that date 
the pact with managers not to in- 
itiate new rules will have expired. 
Despite the fact that only a few in- 
stances of conflict between an actor 
and manager in the past 15 years, 
council recognized the claim of peti- 
tioners that the rule has become ob- 
solete. 

While may be true, 


that there is 


quite a difference of opinion over the 
advisability of removing the pro- 
vision, which stipulates that an actor 
in a legit show cannot accept other 
engagements or appear in other 
professional activities at the same 
time without the written assent of 
the manager. However, it is set 
forth in the resolution whereby the 
bar is removed that stars or feature 
players may enter into a separate 
agreements with managers, as to out- 
side engagements. Rank and filers 
cannot have such extraneous pro- 
visions, it being felt that, as they 
have two-weeks notice contracts, 
both player and manager have an 
easy way out. 
Strong Petition 


Action by the council followed the 


filing of one of the strongest-worded. 
petitions since the association was 
— Signatories not only de- 
1anded that exclusive service be 
stricken out, but insisted that, un- 
less such action was taken by the 
council, that a special meeting be 


called for that purpose 
that such a unnecessary 
and that the temper of the member- 
hip strongly indicated the deletion 


Council felt 


session Was 


hould be made. 

Petition held the name of 150 
members, Perusal of the signatories 
is reported to have disclosed that a 
preponderant majority are prin- 
cipally engaged in radio, which has 
been a haven to quite a number of 
actors who have not been seen on the 


tage lately. 


This element wants the opportunity 
to continue in radio without enterfer- 
¢ 1 the event ¢ ecurll tave 
( Che irgued t vit tage 
er e] Carce i { y i ¢ ¢ { 
( ne A Opel 
( incil In def ng to that viev 
Noir did not exact reverse tself 
S e mont ago ‘ the matte! 
came to atte ) the question 
v referred ( 1 co nittee and 
latter deemed it advisable to defe1 


‘Onsideration to a 
eanenialie in light of managerial 
agreement. In the interim a move- 
ment started in the membership re- 
sulting in the petition. 

Differences 


final later date 


the 


over striking out the 
exclusive service clause still are 
voiced regardless, Some _ believe 
that, because jobs are too few. em- 


ployment should be spread out to the 
greatest extent. If a player with a 
stage job takes on a night club or 


radio engagement it necessarily 





eliminates that possibility from 
those who are idle. 

Guy Palmerten, who will again 
manage the Lake Whalom players, 
Fitchburg, Mass., this summer, will 
not reopen his stock company at! 
Portland, Me., before fall, when he 


may have a 10-week season. 


the promised Holly- | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit - 


Sam Bioom, who died in New York last week (21), was one of the man 
agers of the Leo Newman ticket agency, N.Y. He was operated on for ulcers 
at the Mayo clinic, Rochester, Minn., about eight months ago. He had 
| been ill since his release from the penitentiary about a year ago. Bloom 
served four months for violating the federal ticket tax regulations. In 
addition to the Newman connection, Bloom audited the books of the Beck. 
hardt and Louis Cohn agencies. 

Defense in the Newman case was that the Government, through its rules, 
imposed a tax upon a tax in instances where one agency secures tickets 
from another and charges excess prices. 








Three performances of ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
Alvin, N. Y., when Gertrude Lawrence was forced to lay off because of 
| laryngitis, resulted in additional expense to the show and house. Most 
of the principles received three-eighths less salary, but others getting $100 
or less and the chorus were allowed $5 per day (two days) as provided 
for in the contracts. 
| Musicians pay was not deducted but the stagehands agreed to half- pay 
| for the two idle days. There are almost as many in the crew as in the cast. 
‘Lady’s’ normal gross of more than $31,500 dropped to around $20,000, but 
| an operating profit is said to have been earned on the week. 


which were missed at the 





Closing of ‘The Night Before Christmas’ at the Morosco, N. Y., Sunday 
(27) caused a boxoffice switch which sent two girl ticket sellers back to 
the Booth, where they started the season. Eddie O’Keefe and Doris Doug- 
_las, who were in the iatter boxoffice, were thereby replaced, as provided 
~ under the rules of the treasurers union. 

They will be berthed at the Morosco if it relights with ‘Women Aren't 
They, expected to open there. Transfer of staffs between the two 
| theatres was at the request of John Golden, who is presenting ‘Claudia’ 
‘at the Booth. O’Keefe was at the Morosco during the run of Golden's 
‘Skylark’ there. ‘Claudia’ is slated to play through the summer. 


A peculiar angle caused a last-minute switch of ‘Student Prince’ into 
_ Baltimore this week instead of Washington, as originally routed. D.C. 
'age law, which prohibits stage performance by actresses under 18, would 
have effected Barbarra Scully, 17-year-old Detroit discovery, who is sing- 
ing role of Kathi in operetta. Youngster reached 18 mark yesterday 
(Tuesday) and was thrown a birthday party by the Baltimore Variety 


Club. Luncheon, arranged by Reuben Rabinovitch, ‘Prince’ p.a., had 
town dignitaries headed by the mayor on hand. Next week's date in 
Washington is now okay. 


Sudden death recently of Bill Hearty, carpenter at the Lyceum, N. Y,, 
who was overweight, has caused several of the theatre staff to diet. Those 
who aim to train down include Allen Schnebbe, house manager; Otto 
Diehl, who has an interest in the property, and Eddie Sobol, manager of 
‘The Beautiful People’, Lyceum’s current tenant. 

Same the hefty traffic cop at 45th 
called in the stagehand expired. It was 
Diehl his bay window. 


goes for 
when 
to watch 


who was 
who warned 


Broadway 
officer 


and 
the 


Matty 


and an 


Zimmerman, 
officer of the outfit, 
end of the week. He will 
Ticket man plans a number of trips, but will spend 
Candlewook Lake, where he has a country home. 
Joey Keith will assume Zimmerman’s 


general manager of ticket 
vacation 
leave of 
most of his 


Leblang-Gray’'s 
will leave for an extended 
be absent on a five-months 


agency 
at the 
absence. 
time at 


duties in addition to handling the 


premium department of the agency. Mrs. Tillie Leblang Jasie is in general 
charge. 

Oliver Sayler has been appointed to contact the press for the Theatrical 
Managers & Agents when occasion arises. Versions of several incidents 
not accurately set forth recently resulted in the idea that the union again 
have a mouthpiece. 


About two years ago, 


when hectic conditions existed within TMA, Dick 
Maney 


was the press agent and there were strict rules about giving 
information. In the interim the 


OUL 


‘restrictions’ were virtually forgotten 

James O'Neill, who was recently appointed to the board of the Actors 
Fund, has started a one-man drive for life memberships in the organiza- 
tion. Those asked to join at that basis are ‘principally showmen rather 
than actors. Life membership is obtainable by payment of $50 

O'Neill was formerly active in Equity’s cfice and reports there occa- 
sionally, although on pension 

John Peter Toohey has visited New York several times in the past two 
weeks and spent some time in his office after being absent on account of 


illness for more than a year. He has been resting in Connecticut. 


Toohey is general press agent for the Sam H. Harris shows Ben 
Kornzweig has been acting in that capacity during his absence. 
(C tR d Sh |ford (9); Mem. aud., Worcester, 
urreni Noa OWS | Mass. (10). 
a | ‘Merry Widew’—Mason, Los An- 
(April 30- -May 10) Meeles. ( (35-3). 
‘My Sister Eileen’—-Harris, Chi- 
‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sid- cago (30-10). 
ney )—Empire, Syracuse (2-3); Cass ‘Pins and Needles’—Davidson, Mii- 
Detroit (5-10). waukee (30-3); American, St. Louis 
‘Arse nic and Old Lace’ (Erich von (4-10). 
Strohei Laura Hope Crew Helen ‘Rese Marie’ Shubert Bost 
['welvetrees) - Grand, Chica 30-10) 
0-10). San Carlo Opera—Royal Alex 
‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) dra Toronto (30-3): Bushne! 
Forrest, Philadelphia (30-10). Hartford, Conn. (6-7) 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Wat ) ‘Somewhere in France’ (Du y 
Americal St. Lou! (30-3); Sel- | Digge Karen Morley )—Nationa 
vyn, Chicago (4-10). Washington (30-3). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) ‘Student Prince’—F Baltimore 


ord’s, 


Music hall, Cleveland (30-3); | (30-3): National, Washington (5-10) 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (5-10). ‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
‘Happy Days’— Playhouse, Wil- | —Plymouth, Bost8n (30-10). 
mington, Del. (9-10). ‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
‘Helizapoppin’—Lyceum, Minneap-| Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Boyd, Beth- 
olis (30-3); Aud., St. Paul (4-5); lehem, Pa. (30); Klein aud, Bridge, 
Davidson, Milwaukee (6-10). | Conn. (1); Shubert, New Haven 
‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric. (2-3). ’ 
March, Florence Eldridge )—Nixon, ‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
Pittsburgh (30-3); Ford’s, Baltimore ling)—Utah, Salt Lake City (1); 
(5-10). Aud., Denver (3); Shrine aud., Des 
‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— | Moines (5); Lyceum, Minneapolis 
Blackstone, Chicago (30-3). | (6-8); Aud., St. Paul (9). 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (30-3). Court Square, Springfield, Mass. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- | (30); Worcester, Mass. (1); Warner, 
ander Woollcott)—His Majesty’s, Lawrence, Mass. (2-3); Capitol, Lynn, 
Montreal (30-3); West H. S. aud.,| Mass. (5-7); Empire, Fall River, 
Binghamton, N. Y. (5); Stanley, | Mass. (8-10). 
Utica, N. Y. (6); Court Square, ‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes 
Springfield, Mass. (7); Metropolitan, | Maurice Evans)—Pabst, Milwaukee, 
Providence (8); Bushnell aud., Hart- | (30-3); Erlanger, Chicago (5-10). 
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Chi Legit B.0. So-So; Wynn, $12,000, 


Folds, ‘Arsenic, 





Chicago, April 29. 

Town is down to three shows cur- 
rently, with the Selwyn dark follow- 
ing the closing of Ed Wynn's ‘Boys 
and Girls Together.’ Was such a dis- 
appointment to Wynn in its four dis- 
ma! weeks here that he decided to 
close the entire shebang. Most of 
the principals immediately hop into 
a vaude unit that opens ‘In the Bala- 
ban & Katz State-Lake in two 
weeks. 


On May 4 the Selwyn will relight 
with Ethel Waters in ‘Cabin in the 


$15,000 Sound Click 





¢ 
{ 
| 


‘Cabin’ 9G in Indpls. 


| Indianapolis, April 29. 
English, 1,500-seater, wound up the 
|current season here Saturday (26) 
| with very good estimated $9,000 gar- 
nered on three night performances 
and. matinee of ‘Cabin in the Sky’ at 
| $2.75 top. 
| Play brought in good patronage 
| from colored trade, which is usually 
|confined to upper decks, but over- 
| flow encouraged management to give 
; over a section on the first floor. 











Sky’ and on the following night (5) | 


the Erlanger will open with Helen 
Hayes and Maurice Evans in 
‘Twelfth Night.’ Both shows are in 
for strictly limited stays. On May 
11 the Auditorium will again become 
a legit house for the road company 
of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

Town itself had a sO0-so week in 
the seven days just finished. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand (3d | 


week) )1,200; $2.75). Has caught on 
for big money with the notices hav- 
ing stimulated trade from the start. 
Nabbed $15,000. 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Selwyn 
(4th and final week) (1,000; $3.30). 
Show folded Saturday (26) after 
four unhappy weeks in town. On 
the closing notice upped somewhat 
to $12,000. Got rave notices from 
the critics. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone (62d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Four more 
weeks, after having broken every 
run record for Chicago. On final 
weeks is showing good strength at 
$11,500. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (10th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Comedy rolls 
along and now figures to 
through June at least; picked up and 
grossed $12,700. 


‘HELLZ’ BIG $24,000 
IN 5-DAY K.C. STAND 


Kansas City. Avril 29. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ with Eddie Garr 
and Billy House, played five-day 
stand at $3.30 top in the Music Hall 
of the auditorium here to estimated 
$24,000, largest take by any road 
show over past two years. Usual en- 
gagement of New York show is three 
days here. 

Manager Jimmy Nixon _ stated 
‘Hellz’ marked the close of the 1940- 
41 season in the Music Hall. Nixon 
has also set the campaign to enroll 
patrons in the Playgoers League to 
begin immediately 
season. Membership, which last year 
numbered 2,000, is to be increased to 
4,000 this year. 

Local legit season will have two 
more entries for the Center, Elissa 
Landi in ‘Romance’ opening Monday 
(28) and Sylvia Sidney and Luther 
Adler being set for a date later in 
May. 











Chicago, April 29. 
The second company of ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ comes into the Auditorium, 
4,000-seater, on May 11, with Eddie 
Garr and Billy House. 
Will sell seats four weeks in ad- 
vance on the starter. 
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‘HOPE FOR HARVEST’ 





FINE $22,000 IN D. C. 


Washington, April 29. | 


‘Prince’ $16,500 


Detroit, April 29. 





up an estimated $16,500 in its nine 
performances at the Cass here at 
$2.75 top. 

Show got plenty of added publicity 
on the fact that 17-year-old Barbara 
Scully, a discovery here, was starred. 


MARIE, $12,500, 








Boston, April 29. 





With the opening of ‘Theatre,’ 
| starring Cornelia Otis Skinner, Mon- 
day (28) the Hub still has two shows. 
‘Rose Marie,’ Shubert production, 
| has lured enough patronage to hold 


| for a third frame. 


‘Tobacco Road’ perked up in its 
second, final stanza last week, then 
left for Springfield and Worcester, 


| Sophie Treadwell’s new comedy, ; Mass., for a split week, then one- 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ last subscrip- | 


| tion play on Theatre Guild-A. T. S. 
program for season at the National, 
ended last week with topnotch esti- 
mated $22,000. Combo of A. T. S. 
subscription list and name draw of 


Fredric March, appearing here with | (1,590: 


wife Florence Eldridge for first time 
| on stage, responsible for figure. 

| Play is set for eastern road tour 
| until June, then opens on Broadway 
in fall after summer layoff. 

' Current is Guild’s ‘Somewhere in 
France,’ by Carl Zuckmayer and 
' Fritz Kortner, with Dudley Digges 
and Karen Morley heading cast. Not 
, a subscription play, Guild still is 
| presenting it to subscribers at regu- 
| lar reduced A. T. S. rate. 


San Carlo N.G. $2,900 
In Milw.; Evans, $1,000 


Milwaukee, April 29. 


With its annual local engagement 
limited this season to only two per- 
formances, the San Carlos Opera 
Co. 
cess, garnering only an _ estimated 
$2,900 on its date in the 1,600-seat 
Pabst at $1.50 top. Disappointing 
takings attributed to depressing war 
news from abroad affecting all at- 
tractions. 

Maurice Evans, 
from St. Louis to do a solo Sunday 
(27) matinee at the Davidson theatre 
10 days ahead of his date here with 
Helen Hayes in ‘Twelfth Night’ at 
the Pabst, attracted an estimated 





1 





Theatre and services of employees 


| 
| 
| 


nighters throughout New England 
and down to Bridgeport, where it 
closes temporarily 
heading for the Coast. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Rose Marie,’ Shubert 
$2.75) — Showed _ surprising 
strength with $12,500 tally. Good for 
a third chapter with its low nut. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth (2d wk) 
(1,480: $1.65)—Final week okay 
$10,500 for the white trash cusser. 


HAYES-EVANS TALLY BIG 
$20,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, April 29. 
‘Twelfth Night.’ with Helen Hayes 
and Maurice Evans. closed one-week 
stand at the American Saturday (26) 
with a swell b.o. record. With the 
house scaled to $3.30. piece grossed 








jan estimated $20,000 for eight per- 


| formances. 


failed to achieve its usual suc- | 


who flew here | 


gross in excess of $1,000 at $2 top. | 


were donated, so the takings for the | 


Shakespearen monolog were all vel- 
vet for the British War Relief. 








Unions Stymied | 


| 











Continued from page 65——__— 








_.. the right to strike is not involved 
in this case. Also the right to strike 
does not prevent the issuance of an 
injunction against continuance of the 
unlawful labor objectives sought 
herein by the defendant unions. The 
‘leader of a labor union cannot make 
an illegal objective legal merely by 
means of a legal method (strike) to 
obtain that objective. 


‘The self interest of labor, like the | 


self interest of any other body, re- 
ceives immunity only for those ob- 
jectives which have a_ legitimate 
and reasonable relation to the law- 
ful benefits which the union is seek- 
ing. When Jnbor objectives are a il- 
legal, the court must control, other- 
wise there are bodies within our 
midst which are free from provisions 
of the penal law. When doubt arises 
whether the contemplated objec- 
tive is within the legal sphere, o1 
without and so illegal, it is 
courts to determine. Musicians unior 
has been firmly opposed to 
‘canned music’ for some time 

In dissenting, Justice Lehman, wit! 
the concurrence of Justice John T. 
Loughran, ruled: ‘The two defendant 
unions have determined that the use 
of mechanical devises for reproduc- 
ing recorded music increases unem- 
ployment of members of _ the 
musicians union and perhaps, indi- 
rectly, of members of affiliated 
unions engaged in stage productions 

the question presented .. .is 
whether a union or a combination 
of unions may be prohibited from 
calling a strike for such a purpose— 
to compel the plaintiff to abandon 
'the use of such devices. 

Dissenting opinion, regarding the 
matter a simple problem, also said: 
‘It seems to me that it is an iniunc- 
tion against a strike and nothing else 

. . there has not been any sugges- 


for the 


recorde a 


tion .. . that the defendant unions 
combined or conspired to destroy 
,; the plaintiff's business as ruled by 


Crix tossed raves, and 


Perennial! ‘Student Prince’ picked | 


NEAT IN BOSTON 


May 24 before | 


Several shows improved. but box- 
office reports on most of the New 
York list tapered off further after 
generally mediocre Easter 
ance. 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce). 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (16th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Flourishing 
here and in Chicago (Grand); rated 
top new laugh show this season and 
aimed into autumn; cooling system 
being installed; over $16,500; 
pacity. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (llth week) (CD- 
712: $3.30). Also slated through sum- 
mer and too primarily a laugh show; 
approached $12,500 and_ distinctly 
among season’s winners. 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
(136th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Olsen 
|}and Johnson out; Jay Flippen and 
|Happy Felton in; regarded having 





over $20,000. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (4th 
week) (repeat engagement) (R-3,087; 
$2.75). About low-water mark for 
rink revue, which got around $16,000 
last week; plans call for attraction 
sticking, with ice shows probably 
permanent policy of house. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). 
change in pace of modest money 
show; likely to stick through spring; 
rated under $6,000. 


(32d 





| week) (C-1,005; $3.30). 
stunts engineered by Shakespearean | offish again 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Bounced back 
into leadership; standee_ business 
with gross bettering $31.500, top 
money; will lay off during summer 
and relight in fall. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (76th 
Business was 


last week, with long 


Society, etc., steamed up plenty of | stayers mostly affected; holdover got 


interest. 


Ethel Waters, headlining ‘Cabin in | 


the Sky.’ opened one-week engage- | 


ment Sunday (27) at $3.30 top. 








‘Pins’ N.G. 3G in Cincy 


Cincinnati, April 29. 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ with Bert | fected; 


close to $16,000; excellent money at 
this stage of run. 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
| (48th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Also 
dipped downward, with takings 


‘DuBarry’ Good $15,000, [saree nating zones, mari 


perks up and is slated to stay another 
es 


| Box 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
(80th week) (C-1,013; 
Another run show that has been af- 
under $8,000 last week; 


Lahr, did okay with approximately | claimed to earn some profit. 


$15,000 for four night performances 
and a mat in the last four days of 
last week at the 2.500-seat Taft audi- 
torium. Top was $3.30. Expectations 
were for $18.000. 

It followed a floppo on ‘Pins and 
Needles’ in the 1,400-seat Cox at 
$1.65 top. 


| 


| 


| 


‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (18th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). No new mu- 


attend- | 


Cae | 
| (C-1064; $3.30). 


(2nd wk)| chance for another summer; figured | 


Not much) 


(14th: 


$3.30). | 


sicals in sight, so this one is hopeful ! 


of staying; rated around $8,500; gets 

by with costs revised downward. 
‘My Sister Eillen,’ Biltmore (18th 

week) (CD-991; $3.30). Varies some- 


Gross for three night| what, but has been consistent money- 


shows in forepart of week was esti-| maker from opening; last week off | 


mated under $3.000. 
‘DuBarry’ played two 


formances, totaling $18,000 in seven | 


times. 

Cincy is sans legit until after the 
May Festival, burg’s greatest musical 
event and held every fourth year, 
which comes off May 6-10 in the 
Music Hall. 

Horton $9,000, Boland 
$6,000 Light in Frisco 
San Francisco, April 29. 

Edward Everett Horton managed 
to draw estimated $9,000 during the 
first week of his revival of ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ at the Alcazar at 
$1.38 top. Although Sunday night 
biz at the Alcazar during its former 
stock company days used to be the 
best of the week, it now is light. 
Alibi for this is radio, which has 
some of its top shows on Sunday. 


Horton, who is at the Alcazar on 
a percentage arrangement, 1s pop- 
ping up all over the dials in jnter- 
views the local stations. Mary 
Boland didn’t do so well in her sec- 
ond week at the Curran, where she 
is plaving in ‘Meet the Wife’ at $2.20 
toy Take on the holdover stanza 
estimated at $6.000 


Engagements 


Barbara Kent, ‘The Happiest 
Days.’ 
Roy Roberts, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Cora Witherspoon, ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ (road). 


Juliette Crosby, ‘Charley’s Aunt.’ 


Wendy Atkin. Jack Merivale, 
‘Theatre.’ 

the lower court. Though it was 
called conspiracy, to achieve that 
purpose is not unlawful . any 
threat which the musicians union 


may have made to put the plaintiff 
out of business ... was concededly 


other per- 


with most shows; around $15,000, 
which is plenty profitable. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (15th } 
by | 


(CD-991; $3.30). Getting 
and some operating profit claimed 
so far for moderate money one- 
setter; rated under $7,000 last week. 

Native Son,’ St. James (5th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). 
inees weekly, 


week) 


also Sunday night; 


| 


Playing three mat- | 


mixed cast drama held to approxi-| 


mately estimated at 
$14,500. 
‘Night Before Christmas,’ Morosco 


Stopped Sunday night, which was 


same money, 


| not unexpected; around $4,000 or less; 
| played three weeks. 


| play 


‘Old Acquaintance,’ Broadhurst 
(17th week) (C-1,142; $3.30. After 
closing was announced attendance 
improved and comedy will probably 
through May; quoted around 
$8,500. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 
(11th week) (C-893; $4.40). One of 
the low grossers but can operate to 
small money Sunday afternoon 
dropped in favor of night perform- 
ance: $4,000 indicated. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (18th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). One of few 
claimed to have perked up last week; 
takings over $21,500 claimed; excel- 


shows 


| lent figure in this house 


‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (26th 
week) (M-1,347: $4.40). Another lead- 
ing offering that more than held its 
own last week; quoted close to $30,- 
000; slated through summer. 

‘Sepate Roome,’ Plymouth 
week) (C-1,107: $3.30). Has fooled 
Broadway by making fine run; tak- 
ings made modest profit both ways 


(through most of season; around 
$6,000. 

‘The Beautiful People,” Lyceum 
(Ist week) (C-,1004; $3.30). Drew 


made without persouval malice | 
against the plaintiff... but made in 

good faith... for the best interests 

of the members of the unions’, 


| week) (C- 
' verti 


some distinctly favorable mention: 
runner-up in critics’ best play voting 


only moderate draw; around $7,000 
first week. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Nationa] (22d 


week) (D-1.162; $3.30). Awarded 
critics’ prize as best play of foreign 
authorship; boxoffice interest re 
vived: rated around $18.000 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
107: $1.10). For show ad- 


ing last wee ks cince early wv 


(57th | 


mn Det. B’way Still Tapering Off; Saroyan 
Moderate 7, ‘Lady’ 31146, Hattie, 
NG, Hold Up. Rhine’ Solid Hit 


ter, this one is exceptional; rated 
around $4,500, which gets it by. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (4th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Winner of the 
critics’ prize indicated solidest drama 
of the season; $19,000; sold out all 
times last week; more but for 
parties. 

REVIVALS 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(7th week) (C-1,05; $3.30). Slated 
into July and possibly longer; excep- 
tional money for revival; eased off, 
but quoted great $19,300. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (28th week) 
Will probably not 
go much longer, but has excellent 
record for old farce: approximated 
$7,500 last week; profitable. 


‘TIME LIFE’ OK $12,000 
IN 2D WK.; L.A. BARREN 


Los Angeles, April 29. 

With the exception of pop operetta 
at the Mason Opera House, town is 
virtually devoid of legit on current 
stanza. Eddie Dowling and Julie 
Haydon wound up two weeks at the 
Biltmore (26) in ‘The Time of Your 
Life,’ garnering around $12.000 on 
the second stanza, about a grand 
better than for opening week. Pro- 








'vides a profit for both show and 


house. 


Current offering by Arthur Spitz 
at the Mason is ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
with 29c and 59c (plus tax) as top 
matinee and night prices. 


‘Blossom’ 1-Niter Wk. 
Garners Fine $15,200 


New Haven, April 29. 
‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
closed out a week of one and two- 
gong at Shubert here with nice 
iz 





on three performances (25-26). 
Drew an estimated $5.000 at $2.75 
top in 1,700-seater to bring week’s 


total to approximately $15,200. 

Tag end of season is holding up 
well, with the Lunts in ‘There Shall 
Be No Night’ here this weekend 
(2-3) for three shows. Preem of 
“Women Aren't Angels,’ skedded for 
next week, has been cancelled, but 
following week (12) brings Alexan- 
der Woollcott in ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ for a six-day stanza. 


‘Theatre’, Moderate 
$9,600 in Baltimore 


Baltimore, April 29. 
Golden’s production 
Maughm’s ‘Theatre,’ 
Cornelia Otis Skinner starred, 
rounded out a moderate stand at 
Ford’s last week, chalking up esti- 
mated $9,600. Critics didn’t rave, but 
commented pleasantly. 

Continued late-in-season bookings 
has local calendar filled with ‘Stu- 
dent Prince,’ at Ford’s currently, 
after which ‘Hope for a Harvest’ and 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ will follow 
in succession, 


JACK 
DURANT 


NOW IN 18TH WEEK 


Featared in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 


EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


| *HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 


John 
Somerset 


of 
with 
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68 LEGITIMATE 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, April 30, 1911 





Plays Out of Town 





Somewhere in France 


Washington, April 29. 





The re Guild presents three-act ilrama 
by Car Zuckmayel ind)» =6Fritz Kortner 
staged by Worthington Minor; seiting 1 
Watson Barratt: production supervised by 
Lawrence Langner and Theresa Helburt 
At he National Washing n, week 
April 28; $2.75 top. 

Gustave Marignac..cees:- Dudley Digges 
Olympe Marignac eee Kathryn Givney 
Odette Marig: eee Arler Frar 
Papa Memechose....eces-- oes eet Baath 
PORUMORE., .00ccssnaveees Robert H. Harris 
Buerszenich....scecee oebene Walter Slezak 
PIOTOIOT! occ cccvecenese eooeee- Aleander Knox 
MOU: cos <soxtoosnees coeocces MenTy Levin 
§ Varvara Thery 
Stenugraphers...cccevecce eel Anna Minot 
Rigolette.... eoessesece Elaine Anderson 
DUR. «sdk eewaveneeneeeceesst Karen Morley 
BQCOUB. cccccecccoces ooege Franklyn Fox 
9 FPO CTTT CC TC eees- Flora Campbell 
Andre Marignas Sccsdededesea eee Beas 
Jacques de Laboureur........ Clay Clement 
Ordonnance Corporal.......Victor Christian 
Cr er cebeensen ste Leute 

PE dines ceeen ee ecoeee Harry M. Cooke 
Adjutant 866s bo0esecerasmacnary Scott 

yeneral Duffort....cee-s-s Robert Harrison 
German Colonel........Jack Mylong-Muenz 
German Lieutenant........ Harald Bromley 
Major Himmelmann.........Victor Thorley 
Lieutenant Mehiman...........John Hacker 
Captain WMiider...cccsscess Herbert Berehot 

There have been a number of 


plays this season with neither theme 
10r message; so, just for variety per- 
haps, here is a message without a 
play. True, ‘Somewhere in France’ 
does resemble drama in many re- 
spects: It is performed on a theatre 
stage, in a handsomely contrived set, 


by competent actors who often say | 


words with meaning. 
few theatric moments. But all this 
and a particularly top-notch per- 
formance by Dudley Digges in cen- 
tral role cannot hid the fact that it 
all adds up to little more than a 
dramatization of an essay on the 
inner French squabbles that drowned 
out the roar of the oncoming Nazi 
machine. eA 


As such an essay, aS one more re- 

ort on ‘what happened in France,’ 
it is interesting. And the parallel 
between the state of mind of many 
of these French people shown here, 
and that noted in many quarters in 
the U. S. today, is arresting. But it 
still isn’t a play. 


It even has a 


ponderous approach. Stage is al- 
most continually populated 
crowds, making it difficult to deter- 
mine just what of interest is going 
on. Authors Zuckmayer and Kortner 
also have run into difficulty on a 
point of view. They have become so | 
obsessed with the story they wanted 
to tell that they have spread a cross- 
section of it on the stage without | 
giving it dramatic conflict. 

Many of the characters are a 
conglomerate crew, all struggling for 
dramatic importance. There’s a 
typical French «innkeeper, not 
worried about his ‘friends’ to the 
north nor by the running of his gov- 
ernment. He’s interested only in his 
planned hotel and son. Surrounding 
the innkeeper are the rest of this 
Strange assortment—a daughter who 
is a pushover for the Nazi ideology, 
the son who gets one of the help in 
that w.k. condition, the village idiot 
who saw the Prussians in ‘70 and 
insists they'll be along again, the 
factory owner who thinks he can 
make a deal with the Germans, the 
German wine salesman who turns 
out to be a Nazi intelligence officer 
as anyone could plainly see, and 
others. Yes, many others. 

Action, all of which takes place at 


the tavern in a small village near 
Rhiems, starts in May, 1939, when 
war seemingly was far away. First 


act devotes itself mainly to setting 
the characters, and since there are 
plenty of them it takes the whole 
act to do this. With the second 
stanza it’s a year later and guns are 
rumbling. With much by-play, action 
wanders from word battle between 
young army officer, who believes 
freedom something to fight for, and 
the industrialist, now engaged in 


Sabotaging tank production at his 
Own factory, to the return of the 
innkeeper’s son as a deserter. Son 
then turns murderer when officer 


attempts to arrest him. 

Finally come the Nazis, in time to 
save the son from execution on], to 
shoot | him themselves when he 
cqoesnt want to be saved, te send the 
innkeeper off to a labo camp, to 
take the industrialist's factory right 


away from him. There is a message 


all right, in this further argument 
that the Nazis can be dealt with only 
in kind, th 


in not in pretty words and the 
attempt to make a deal with them. 
But this isn’t the play at this point. 


Cast which the Theatre Guild has | 
Dudley | 


selected is a notable one. 
Digges is especially fine as the old 
innkeeper, a long role which he 
ae by with a skill deserving of a 
a er Setting. Karen Morley, of 

ims, making her eastern Stage debut 
as the kitchen maid seduced by the 


OSs’s son, gives every indinat; 
being able S every indication of 


to manage b : 
‘ g etter things 
: " Kathryn Givney, Arlene 
ancis, Alexander Knox, 


Slezak, Wesley Ad 

. dy and Art Smi 
are others Particularly creditable 
Pin ’ 
Watson Barratt’s One setting, the 


bar and dining room of t 
excellent. Worthington 


Minor ha 


os rey es - a 


with | 


he tavern, is | 


; managed well enough with 
which occasionally get on 
never falling over each other 


Mac. 


‘| LEND AN EAR 


(PITTSBURGH PLAYHOUSE) 
Pittsburgh, April 26. 

two ects and 22 scenes; music, 

Charles 


Burleigh and 


N Shea an 


Revue in 
Ivrics sketches ts 
staged by Frederick 
dances by Lou Star: 
Brown; settings, B 
Mary M Sassin; at 
Piuayhouse for three 
26; $1 top 

Cast: Shirley 
Norma 
sill Smith, 

Jackson 


Gaynor; 
oriia 
Shirley irleign: 


tulpes, 


William " 
Shea, Ed Hunt, Madelyn Ward, 
Esther Coryell, Alan Fischler, 
Shirley Tem Wilmot, Mary Evelyn 
Ducey, John Walter, Mary Frances Acker- 
man, Eddie McCann, Robert Roderick, Jean 
Coyne, Beth McKenney, Donald Benjamin, 
Thelma Nathan and Pat Deutsch. 


third 


Brown, 


This is the original 
' Pittsburgh Playhouse and some of it 
is good enough for a street 400 miles 
away from Pittsburgh. Broadway is 
the street, of course. In many re- 
spects, ‘Lend an Ear’ is superior to 
Gaynor’s other two, ‘Hold Your Hats’ 
(not to be confused with Al Jolson’s 


‘Hold On to Your Hats’), and ‘Thank | 


Your Stars’: on the whole, however, | 


it doesn’t quite measure up to their 
general excellence. Author missed 
one year locally since 1938, when he 
| was tied up doing the score for 
|‘Finger In Pie,’ 
j}and Fred Finklehoffe. Eddie Dow- 
ling took an option on that one but 
never produced it. 

Comedy song material seems to be 
Gaynor’s particular forte; at least it 
| is here. His finale, a condensed 
| satire of typical operetta of the early 
’20s called ‘The Gladiola Girl’ is a 
howl and the funniest thing of its 
kind locally since Max Gordon lam- 
pooned a typical revue in ‘Band 
Wagon.’ It’s preceded by an an- 
nouncement that six companies of 
‘Girl’ went out but only five came 
back and the missing one has just 
been discovered. This is it. Cos- 
tumes, musical styles, dialog, de- 
livery, ete., are ail done in manner 
of 1920 and the 10-minute burlesque 


Couple of other swell numbers are 


‘Everybody’s Got a Guy But I,’ which | 


kids the pants off the torch-carriers 
and right up the alley of a Fannie 
Brice, and ‘Between the A. & P. and 
the Old Mservey Place,’ one of those 
| corny hill billy laments that’s first- 
rate laugh insurance. 
An Ear’ slows down is 
department. Two of them are okay, 
one being ‘Subway Girls,’ discussion 
of art in its personal aspects by two 
strap-hangers, and the other a radio 
bit in which a dame comes up to 
| offer a testimonial, announcer wants 
; to know if she’s been solicited and 
she replied, ‘not lately.’ 
| rather feeble. 

| Among regulation musical 


Where 


that have definite 
They are ‘Awake My 
‘Where Have I Heard 


Love’ 


much more effective with full 
chestrations. 


at the other. 
bers are ‘It’s Spring,’ cute 
which the = singing-birdie 


ful decor for them. 


Talent in ‘Lend An Ear’ runs con- 
com- 
munity theatre average because sev- 
in company have had profes- 
sional experience and at least half 
recruits from 
Shir- 
corking sense of 
comedy that needs only a bit more 
polish; Norma Shea, who has danced 
in vaude and niteries, is an attrac- 
tive hoofer who can look after her- 
self in sketches, too; Madelyn Ward, 
at the Stanley and 
the 
best voice these Playhouse carnivals 
has ever had, and Bill Eythe and Ed 
Hunt are expert handymen in either 

ir of 
have 
much to do but have promise writ- 
them are Mary Evelyn 
Ducey and Mary Frances Ackerman. 
Show doesn’t have a chorus per se, 
the principals for most part executing 
Dancing, except for solo 
is just fair, due as much 
to limitations of Playhouse stage as 
to limitations of talent in legmania 


| Siderably ahead of the usual 


eral 
a dozen others are 


Carnegie Tech drama school. 
ley Brown has a 


one-time 
Enright 


prima 


theatres here, is about 


dance 
the 


song, 


gals in 


or comedy. 


who 


Pair 


cast don't 


ten all ove 


ensembles. 
specialties, 


department. 


An Ear’ is a sock show. 
, uses, lot of it 
| weeded out, 


but 


_Tevue could find very useful. Cohen. 

| . ° 

Wm. Dorbin Stricken 
Rochester, N. Y., April 29. 





| William Dorbin, 60, actor, suffered 
Walter | heart attack here last week the 


morning after playing in the Alex- 


| : | 
; ander Woollcott company ‘Man Who | 


Came to Dinner’ at the Auditorium. 
Taken to Highland hospital, Dor- 


was reported in poor 


| 


bin condition 


the 
staging, too, members of the crowds 
stage 


Gaynor; 
, 
i 
CcOsS- 
Pittsburgh 
weeks beginning April 


revue 
Charles Gaynor has written for the 


with John Monks | 


| would be a.-clickeroo in any setting. | 
Failure seems principally to be a | 


‘Lend | 
in the sketch | 


show | 
tunes, Gaynor has come up with two 
possibilities. 
and 
It Before?’ | 
They’re catchy and would be even 
or- | 
Accompaniment for 
‘Lend An Ear’ is by two pianos, Gay- 
nor at one of them and Ruth Levin 
Best production num- 
idea in 
season 
brings together both *‘Toid and Park 
Avenues’ and ‘Hot and Cold.’ They’re 
| staged effectively by Fred Burleigh, 
who also pieced together the color- 


For a community theatre. ‘Lend 
For pro 
would have to be 
there’s certainly 
; much material that any Broadway 





Experimental Play 














| 
Comedy in three acts, by George Corey. 
Production staff, James Furness, Therese 
Wittler, Robert Lindsey, Ruth Wilk, Toska 
Bissing Presented by Experimental The- 
}atres, ir it Biltmore, N.Y., April 25, '41. 
{ Admission by invitation 
|} Rose Hoolihan eee .....-Frances Reid 
' Moll Hi har ..Ruth Thane MeDevitt | 
| Jerry Quir e Clement O' Loghlen 
i Kevlin H t Wervyy. ...Walter Burke 
} Tommy K Rascnsdeebas ..Leo Needham 
Pibby He har Hiarold Vermilyea 
Alderman Jc P. O'’Bannon..Loring Smith 
Telephone Mar ..Jdames Furness | 
Timothy CIANCY.ccccvesceeseces John Treland 
Mr. Chapman weeeeee- Burke O'Connell 
Cousin Willie Conarty...Hallam Bosworth 
Mr. Hardy cvcctscoscesta, Swayne Gercon 
§ Robert Lindsey 
Furniture Men.....-+-++- } John Thomas 
renant .Therese Wittler 


Of the three plays so far presented | 


by the Experimental Theatre, this 
George Corey comedy, ‘Not in Our 
| Stars,’ is the only one with com- 
mercial possibilities. On the basis of 
| its single scheduled performance Fri- 
day (25) afternoon, the show has ob- 
| vious flaws, but appears to have defi- 
nite prospects for commercial pro- 
duction. With skillful revisions, suit- 
able casting and expert staging and 
playing, it could be turned 
hit. 

Most serious faults in the play ob- 
v' usly result from Corey's unfamil- 
| ia,ity with the stage. As an estab- 
'lished radio author, he’s. used to 
writing short scenes, and without re- 
gard for visual effects. Thus, his 
scenes tend to open strongly, but 
|then waver into diffuse, repetitious 
talk. Yet Corey has a talent for 
'sharp dialog, vivid characterization 
'and ingenious situation. What his 
script primarily needs is tightening 
/and pointing. As it now stands, sev- 
‘eral of the incidents are too obvi- 
ously contrived. Titre first act weak- 
ens toward the end, the second is 
even thinner, but the third builds to 
a genuinely punchy climax. 


Casting for the tryout perform- 
ance was uneven. As the bombastic, 
fraudulent head of the frenzied 
Irish-American household. Harold 
Vermilyea was clearly wrong. His 
|playing had variation and depth, 
| but the part is a natural for Barry 
| Fitzgerald, Dudley Digges or some- 
one else with a lighter comedy style. 
Ruth Thane McDevitt was not quite 
suitable for the role of the harried 
| mother, but she largely redeemed 
| the fact by a forceful and sincere 
| performance. Frances Reid, with 
| looks, appealing freshness and an ap- 
| parent instinct for dramatic effect, 
| was excellent as the daughter. 


Walter Burke has the proper in- 
i cisiveness and vigor as the son, 
| while Clement O’Loghlen, Hallam 
| Bosworth, Leo Needham and John 
|TIreland were believable and_ oc- 
| casionally laughable as bewildered 
land headlong sons of the Auld Sod. 
| Other performances varied, No one 





Others are | was credited with direction. Edward 


| Padula, a Theatre Guild production 
assistant, is understood to have done 
| the preliminary work, with Winifred 


Lenihan taking over toward the last. | 


Net result was unfortunate. Hobe. 


College Play 


COOK BOOK 














Musi in two acts (19 scenes); 
presented by speech and drama department 
of Catho University of America; write 

! Walte Ff. Kerr and Leo Brady; 

ze I r V. Hartke. 

( BN hur Mullen, Lionel Booth, Karl 

Lé Brady, Peter McClure, Kay 

or, I Bar ’, Frank Spitzig, James 

( ham James Cosgrove, Marion Flem- 

ng, Ned eihmeyer, Mary Margaret Ed- 

monston, Denny Madden, Emmett Murphy, 

James Graham, Walter Gipprich, Mary 
Jane Wyble, Thomas Hanley. 


Inspired by last year’s highly suc- 
cessful 
lic University’s speech and drama 
| department has turned out an even 
|more entertaining original musical 
in ‘Cook Book.’ Last year the de- 
partment introduced a novel idea by 
way of its ‘musical biography’ of 


George M. Cohan, story of the show- | 


| man’s life set to the music of his hit 


| shows. So successful was the 
venture, winning some nation-wide 
notice from showfolk, plus photo- 
graphic layout in Life mag, that 
Father Gilbert V. Hartke, head of 
the department, felt a sequel, or 
sequels, should follow. 

This season, after considerable 


| figure, Joe Cook, the funster from 
| Evansville, Ind., was chosen as the 
| subject for 1941’s ‘musical biography’ 


| Walter Kerr, instructor in drama at | 


C. U., and Leo Brady, advanced stu- 


| dent there, co-authored ‘Cook Book,’ | 


which ends an eight-day run to- 
| morrow (30) night. Result shows the 
| playwrights not only as able tech- 
|nicians but canny students of their 
subject as well. They have captured 
the Cook manner neatly. 
Search for a player to fill the lead- 
ing role ended the day Brady turned 
; up so affected by working on the 
script that he was talking and act- 
| ing just like Joe Cook. Cook, in town 
several days ahead of a vaudeville 


date, was in first-nitht audience, 
;roared at the gently affectionate 
| characterization of himself and 


Tonimed thet Brady not only looked 


into a | 


‘Yankee Doodle Boy,’ Catho- | 


pondering over selection of a central 


| Literati 





Hub Transcript’s Survival Fight 

Hopeful cf retaining their jobs by 
locating a buyer for the Boston 
Transcript before the 11l-year-old 
sheet folds today 
scheduled, employees last week 
formed a ‘purchasers contact com- 
mittee.’ 
of Alfred G. Diffenbach, religion 
editor, is serving as an intermediary 
to bring prospective purchasers and 
the board of directors together. 

In the event a prospect is 





| prepared to publish at least a one- 
page sheet each day to keep the 
| Associated Press franchise alive. 
Franchise passes out of existence the 
day the Transcript actually ceases 
publication. 

Knockout blow leading to discon- 


passing of many advertisers of pro- 
ducts made solely for the sheet’s 
Back Bay-type audience. 
always geared for this conservative 
element and folded rather than in- 
cline towards a common appeal. 

Among the alumni of the Tran- 
'script are Brooks Atkinson, New 
York Times drama critic; John P. 
Marqpiard, Robert Benchley, Gluyas 
Williams and Lucius Beebe. 
| Bostonians were invited by 
|};management in a front-page Tran- 
script editorial Saturday (26) to do- 
nate at least $500,(90 in cash gifts 
‘representing an investment in de- 
mocracy.’ Publisher Johnson stated 
that the suggestion was really that of 
some of the readers, who had become 
roused by announcement of the fold. 
He suggested that 1,000 subscribers 
donating $500 each would make it 
possible to carry on. 

No purchaser in sight so far. Nine 
$500 subscriptions have been re- 
ceived. Employees have volunteered 
pay cuts ranging from 5% to 35% 
to keep going one or two weeks 
more. Not atcepted, however, unless 


it ‘justifiable.’ 


Winchell, Inc., Dissolves 


The Walter Winchell Corp. of New 
York, a personal proposition for the 
columnist formed some years ago, 
was dissolved in Albany yesterday 
(Tuesday). Back in 1934 or '35, Win- 
chell tried to dissolve the corpora- 
tion, but dissolution papers were 
| held up because of tax matters that 
have since been straightened out. 

On a couple of occasions at least, 
Winchell set his deals through the 
corporation, latter signing outside 





Up until the time that the Govern- 
ment tabooed such practices, many 
large wage-earners, especially in 
Hollywood, formed personal corpo- 
rations for the purposes of lower- 
ing their income taxes. 


Latin-American Braille Mag 


First publication of its kind in 
Latin America, a Braille 76-page 


like Cook but played the part better 
than he (Cook) could have. 

Only fault of ‘Cook Book’ is over- 
length. There’s a tendency to drag 
occasionally as the two acts and 19 
scenes take Cook from the Evans- 
ville home grounds to ‘Sleepless 
Holiow’ Pruning of some musical 
numbers which slow the pace could 
be accomplished with advantage and 
no loss of favorable effect. Most of 
editing could best be done in early 
stages of second act, where revue 
| becomes too much the conventional 
musical after the swirling madness 
of the first stanza. 

Entire show has been staged elabo- 
rately by Father Hartke and set de- 
signer Ralph Brown has done a yeo- 
man job of arranging his 19 scenes 
for both effect and pace. 

Revue picks Cook up at the Evans- 
ville circus lot in 1898, goes 
from tnere to the kitchen of the 
| Cook home, to the Evansville ferry, 
to the Cook barn, to the stage of the 





local theatre, continues to New York, | 


an agent’s office, a costume shop, 
the stage door of a small-time vaude 
house, finally to a New Year’s party 
| at Bert Swor’s in San Antonio in 
1912. It’s all in the first act. 
| Second stanza is slow until it ar- 
| rives at Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ of 
| 1923, with one of those mad Cook 
inventions, this involving a derrick, 
an Indian, an ape and sundry other 
wild Cookiana. Continues through 
‘Rain or Shine,’ ‘Fine and Dandy,’ 
the first Cook film venture, finally to 
legendary ‘Sleepless Hollow.’ 

Score prepared by Frank Spitzig 
| includes 


tunes from shows men- 
| tioned, plus original numbers by 
| Spitzig, Betty Healy and William 
Coleman. 


~ Players standing out, in addition 
to Brady, include Spitzig, who sings 
much of his own and the pro music; 
Marion Wolberg, Mary Margaret 

|Edmonston, Jimmy Graham (last 

| year’s Cohan), William Hart and Lois 

| Barlow. 

| Interesting note on production of 





(Wednesday) as 


Group, under chairmanship | 


un- | 
/earthed the employes committee is | 


tinuance of the Transcript was the | 


Sheet was | 


the | 


directors figure developments make | 


contracts and then signing Winchell. | 





magazine, has been issued by the 


| Patronato Nacional de Ciegos jn 
| Buenos Aires. Aim is to increase 


cultural relations 
tions. 

First issue has a literary supple. 
ment including music by Argentine 
composer Alberto Williams and maps 
with Braille references. Hope to 
make magazine a regular affair. 

LITERATI OBITS 

Charles E, Russell, 80, former New 
York newgpaper editor, Chicago pub. 
lisher and political reformer, died 
April 23 in Washington, D. C. In 
1910 he was the unsuccessful Social- 
ist candidate for governor of New 
York, 

Fred A. Mallery, 80, veteran news. 
| paperman who for some 31 years was 
| with the staff of the old N. Y. Eve- 
| ning Journal, died April 22 at his 
| home in Passaic, N. J. He retired in 
| 1928. 

Patrick Casey, 48, author and San 


among S. A. 


llae- 


Francisco newspaperman, died of a 
heart attack April 25 at his home in 
Sausalito, Cal. A former president 
of the San Francisco-Oakland News- 
| baper Guild, he had also worked on 
the Paris edition of the N. Y. Herald 
| Tribune. 

Herman Harner, 42, editor of the 
Urbana, O., Citizen, died April 26 in 
Dayton, O., of a heart attack. 





| CHATTER 
| Lillian Eikler Watson has written a 
; tome on advertising being published 
in May. 

Add draftees: Don Craig, drama 
editor of the Washington Daily News 

and co-VARIETY mugg in D. C. 

Tarleton A. Jenkins, city editor of 
the Fort Worth Press, Scripps-How- 
ard, on May 1 will become director 
of publicity of the Fort Worth Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Lois Svensrud has been appointed 
motion picture editor of Your Charm, 
fan mag formerly known as Picture 
Play. She formerly was Coast rep 
for Modern Screen 





| Ralph Eckhardt, former: Chicago 
and Cleveland newspaperman and 


feature writer for NEA, leter of the 
RKO press department, has been as- 
signed to public relations office of 
the Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, 
N. d. 

The board of directors of the 
Globe-Democrat Publishing Co., pub- 
lisher of the Globe-Democrat, the 
only a.m. rag in St. Louis, has de- 
| Clared the regular quarterly dividend 
| of $1.75 a share on the preferred 
stock, payable June 1 to stockholders 
of record May 20. 

R. Wilson Brown, 31, a former re- 
porter in Mexico, Mo., and St. Louis, 
and instructor of journalism at the 
New York Institute for the Educa- 
tion of the Blind since 1938, has been 
appointed superintendent of the 
Missouri School for the Blind in St. 
Louis. The position carries $3530 
monthly salary and living quarters. 


‘Cock Book’ was assistance given by 
stage staff of local Earle theatre, 
house where Cook is currently head- 
ing vaude bill. Cooperation included 
training of ‘Junior Roxyettes,’ high 
school graduate students in drama at 
C. U., by Earle’s Roxyettes, and re- 
hearsine of choral groups by Joe 
| Lombardi, Earle’s pit conductor. 
Anolyn Arden, Earle Roxyette in- 
structor, and Nancy Raden, captain 


of line, even had kids doing Gae 
Foster stilt and ball-walking rou- 
tines. Mac. 














| Ruling vs. Agents | 


——__—eesg continued from page 1 pee! 








and stated yesterday (Tuesday) that 
he will 
possible with the theatrical agents 
and 


call a huddle as soon as 


their associations. It was in- 
timated that the license department 
was now bound to enforce the state 
ilaw’s stipulations on commissions, 
heretofore loosely policed because 
of the old decision, which then in- 
volved a New Jersey labor employ- 
ment agency. 

Coast agents, in the very lucra- 
tive film business, will not suffer as 
much as the N. Y. agencies because 
of the decision. The California law, 
it is understood, limits agency fees 
to 10%, with the agents’ agreement 
with Screen Actors Guild also en- 
forcing this. 


The Artists Representatives Assn., 
of N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday) stated 





that an immediate general memvber- 
ship meeting would be called to 
study the situation. Out of this 
may come a committee to call on 
Commissioner Moss to apprise them- 
selves of his department’s plans t« 
enforce the N. Y. State statute 
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B dw (The Priest of San Isidro’) at the | L do | directorial job of full feature. ‘The 
roa ay Apolo. on n Eagle Squadron,’ which is being Hokywood 
Asociacion de Periodistas (Re- | sponsored Walter Wanger, to be 
is battli ith | POFters Association) gave benefit at Ape made here for United Artists world —— 
Grad Sears is attling with the Astor with “Goodbye Mr. Chips” | Harvey Watkins joined Metro pub- release. Allan Jones back from a four-week 
neuritis following some teeth trouble. | (M-G). licity department. Tommy Trinder goes into the concert tour. . 
Bob Gillham got back Monday (28) | Teatro Maravillas, revue house, Marjorie Mars and Graeme Muir, George Black revue at Opera House, Madeleine Carroll back from an 
from a three weeks’ fishing trip in opened under the direction of stage couple, wed. Blackpool, in June, provided he eastern vacation. 
Florida. |Andres L. Barretta with orchestra Marie Lloyd’s old house in London finishes his picture for Associated Gene Tiernev back to the hospital 
Paul Draper off to the Copaca-' of Migu ! Zepeda. destroyed by bombs. Talking Pictures in time. Script is with eye trouble 
bana, Rio de Janeiro, sailing Satur- M-G opened ‘Flight Command’ at Vivien Leigh a flu victim, which by J. B. Priestley, with Walter Forde Leon Ames aired in from New 
day (26). ; . |the Rex in benefit for Aero Club | kent her in bed a fortnight. directing Bill Srere is vacationing on the 
Tom Gorman, head of RKO’s Chi- | Argentine, with high officials of the George Foster’s book, ‘Spice of George Foster has received lette cecert for a week. 
cago operations, in town for home Army and Navy present. Life,’ of which 5,000 copies have been by Arren and Broderick from the York for a picture 
office huddle. ? Enrique Anorin to aid in writing printed, is sold out.’ U. S. telling hi thev have been Jesse Martin became an associate 
Professional Music Men, Ine. dance Gregorio Martinez Sierra's ‘Cancion Moss Empires reopened Empire, Offered dates at the Scala. Berlin. by of the Small agency. 
and show this Sunday (4) at Man-| de Cuna’ (‘Cradle Song’). Produced New Cross, which was damaged by Eddie Deusberg, the booker of the Joe Sherman hooked up with RKO 
hattan Center. ; ; | by Carlos Gallart for General Cine enemy raiders recently. house, which they had the pleasure stv io publicity stoff 
Gardner Wilson, Ringling press at side studios. Harry Foster closed deal with Of refusing. Rudy Vallee out of the hospital 
agent, discovered on Sunday visiting ‘La Santa Virreina’ (The Holy | Pathe Pictures to star Wilfrid Law- Rex Harrison turned down one of after treatment for sinus 
Central Park zoo. — . | Vice-Regent) picked to open Poli- | son in ‘Tower of Terror.’ the leads in ‘Spitfire’ due to expected Don Roberts checked into Samuel 
Charlie Einfeld trained in Monday teama by Spanish Dramatic Com- Lionel Wallace has been elected call to enter the Army. Actor is Goldwyn’s publicity department. 
(28) from the Coast for a stay of pany of Maria Guerrero and Fer- president of the Agents’ Association, currently with stage presentation of Ruth Warrick checks in at RKO 
two or three weeks. | Bando Diaz de Mendoza. Harry Foster named v.p. ‘No Time For Comedy’ and hopes to Mav 10 for a player assignment. 


Johnny Hyde in from the Coast 
for home-office huddles with Wil- 
liam Morris, Jr., et al. 

George Zorn, formerly manager 
ef Mercury Players, playing bit in 
‘Native Son,’ St. James. 

Harold (New Yorker editor) Ross 
is autobioging for Random House, 
titled ‘My Life on a Limb.’ 

Humphrey Doulens, of Columbia 
Concerts, back in town after three 
months’ tour with Nelson Eddy. 

Phil Hodes of RKO exchange cele- 
brates his 25th year in the industry. 
He has been in sales for RKO since 
1922. 


S. A. Lynch in New York, follow- : 


ing stopover in Washington on 
matters not related to his Miami 
theatre interests. 

Radio Rogues starting this week 
on a series of 13 commercial short 


pictures for Pepsi-Cola. Herman 
Bernie set the deal. 
Herman Citron and Maurice 


Golden go their separate ways the 
end of this week, + “en they give up 
jointly operated offices. 

Alfred Corwin, assistant to Leslie 
Whelan, head of 20th-Fox foreign 
ad-publicity department, set to leave 
for army camp this week. 

Walter Winchell and George Jean 
Nathan comparing notes with each 
other, as to which one is getting 
sparse faster on the cranium. 

Minnie Bliss (Mrs. Minnie Silver), 
with Paramount at the h.o. 14 years, 


is leaving May 1 to have a baby. | 


She is permanently retiring. 


Harry Kalcheim to the Coast Sun- | 


day (27) on a 10-day biz jaunt, prob- 
ably trying to hook film names for 
personals in the Paramount houses. 


Stanley Rayburn now gm. of 
Consolidated Radio Productions of 
America, which Everett Cromwell 
English and Arthur W. Jones, Jr. | 
head. 

Mark Hanna and Walter Kane, 
agents east and west. got Tommy 


Guinan to okay the ‘Saga of Texas 
Guinan’ film story, which Paramount 
will do. 

Mike Larsen and p.a. Irving Zuss- 
man, partnered in the Hurricane 
takeover, still uneertain about what 
attraction tc spot into that Broad- 
way cafe. 

Sylvia Maisler. 
Barret McCormick, painfully 
seriously injured about the _ face 
when struck with a golf ball over 
the weekend. 

Robert Baral. who has been doing 
advance exploitation on ‘Fantasia,’ 
has moved over to the RKO home 
office force on special advance work 
for ‘Citizen Kane.’ 

One of New Jersey forest fires last 
week came within 200 yards of David 
Blum’s chicken ranch. He's foreign 
ad-publicity head and secretary of 
Loew's foreign department. 

Robert Bernstein, son of Loew’s 
v.p. David Bernstein@gand a film 


secretary to S 


Salesman in the New York territory, | 


became engaged on Sunday (27) to 
Jacaueline Wolf of Indianapolis. 

Charles Harris at French hosnital 
for intestinal 
ren O’Hara of ‘Panama Hattie,’ tak- 
ing over managerial duties at ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase’ until he is better. 

_ RKO annual golf tournament early 
this year, May 20 the date at West- 
chester country club, Rye, N. Y. 
Company in previous vears always 
held it toward the end of the 
summer. 

General Disque. father of Brice 
Disque, radio seript writer and au- 
thor, is seeking return to active 
army duty despite the fact that he 
Is past 60 and has been retired since 
service in World War I. 

Ruby Zwerling. musical director 
at Loew’s State. starts his i4th vear 
of batonine at the house todav 
(Wed.). Fellow bandsmen and asso- 
Clates are tossing him a dinner at 
the Diamond Horseshoe 

Tough schedule forced Bernice 
Parks out of the Broadway Para- 
mount and Copaeabana niteryv 
(doubling) last Thursday: voice 
trouble, but returned the next dav. 
George Negrett filled in at the cafe. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Jesephs 


Clara Estives, Argentine soprano, 
back after series of U. S. concerts 
for NBC. 

_ Uruguayan guitarist Julio Mar- 
tinez Oyangueren back after eight 
years in New York. 

Sacred play, ‘La Passion y muerte 
de Jesus’ 
— ), drew big at the holiday sea- 

Ratti Company marks 50th per- 
formance of ‘El Cura de San Isidro’ 


and | 


ulcer operation, War- | 


(‘Passion and Death of | 


' EFA announces ‘Joven, Viuda y 
Estanciera’ (‘Young, Widow and 
| Estanciera’), directed by Bayon Her- 
rera, from a play by Claudio Marti- 
;nez Payva, will be released in June. 

Spanish company of Joaquin 


| 


| Aires, doing third novelty of the 


(ducing A. 


| 
Garcia Leon, at the Teatro Buenos | 


|season, ‘Dejeme usted que me ria’ | 


| (‘Let Me Laugh’), by Jose de Luico. 
| Colon started rehearsals for Fritz 
| Busch cycle of symphonie concerts. 
| Busch will also conduct ‘Othello’ and 
|‘IL Trovatere’ before returning to 
New York for N. Y. Philharmonic 
| date. 
Wagneriana Society opened season 
with symphonic vocal concert di- 
rected by Cirilo Slavianski d’Agren- 
‘neff, former director of the chorus 
of the Russian Opera of Paris. 
|45-voice chorus and 
orch. 
| ‘La Casa de los Cuervos’ (‘House 
of the Crows’), Carlos Borcosque’s 
;new pic, to get out-of-town opening 
at Cine Metropole in provincial 
| Chivilcoy, in line with new Sono 
| Film poliey to get extra publicity by 
| provincial openings. 


70-member 





Paris 





Colette has new book, ‘Journal a 
Rebours,’ on the press. 


Yvonne Printemps hurt when 
struck by auto in Paris. 
French citizenship restored to 


Rene Clair, presently in Hollywood. 


Had | 


David Rose now talking of pro- 
J. Cronin’s ‘Hatter’s 
Castle’ sometime in August. 

Hyams Brothers have leased the 
Watford Town hall, playing vaude- 
ville season there to healthy returns. 

Max Thorpe, Columbia Pictures’ 
head of sales here, in auto accident | 
in Piccadilly, coming out with slight 
iniuries. 

Sir Cecil Weir, who has just been 
appointed an executive member of 
the Export Council, writes plays as 
a hobby. 

Ada Senglar, who has important 
job with the Censor’s office, was be- 
fore the war an usherette in War- 
ners’ theatre. 

Leslie Howard cabled America to 
get postponement of suit against him 
by Walter Futter, due for hecring 
early in May. 

Butcher’s Film Productions taking | 
space at Rock Studios for its next. 


| Maclean Rogers to direct the as-yet 


/ untitled feature. 


Roy Boulton at Sanhurst College 


_ficer’s job. Expects to get his com- 


| Maurice Martin, poet, newspaper- | 


man and writer, died at Bordeaux. 

Paul Morand completing new 
book, ‘L‘ Homme Presse’ (‘The Busy 
Man’). 

Sacha Guitry’s ‘Une Petite Main’ 
(‘A Small Hand’) preemed at the 
Madeleine. 

Preemed at Lyons was ‘Marriage 
Blane’ (‘White Marriage’), by Rene 
| Guibeaud and Paul Biboulot. 
| Paul Marion named Secretary 
General for Information under the 
Vice-President of the Couneil. 

Albert Lambert, tragedian born in 
Rouen in 1865, died recently. En- 
| tered Comedie Francaise in 1885. 

French variety star Marie Dubas 
married French pilot Roger Blaque- 
belair in Lisbon. Mile. Dubas 
renounced Jewish religion for 
Catholicism. 

Morton, film and stage star who 
specialized in music-hall, died. Was 
headliner in Folies Bergeres shows 
before World War. 

Unacceptable to Germans, Roger 
Langeron, Prefect of Police in Paris, 


‘resigned’ in favor of Camille Mar- 
chand. 

Spider Pladner, former world’s 
featherweight champion who’s gone 


blind, now earning living massaging 
athletes at Antibes. 

Jean Cocteau: almost completed 
new book ‘Poems and Aliegories.’ 
Also preparing to stage his play, 
‘Machine a Ecrire,’ in Paris 

Tenth anniversary of Pavlowa’s 
death observed at the Russian 
Church in Paris with Serge Lifar 
and Solange Schwartz present at 
ceremony. 

Jean Louis Vaudover 
ministrator of Comedie Francaise to 
succeed Copeaux, who had short and 
disputed tenure of office after Bour- 
det’s resignation. 


Jane Hading, 81, known as the 
‘Queen of the Boulevards’ at the end 
of the century, recently died. Daugh- 
ter of an actor and born in Mar- 
seilles, she starred in many roles, 

Jules Ladoumegue, batyned from 
track after setting several world’s 


records and who went into Casino de 
Paris show, preparing stage e- 
back. Is to appear in Andre de Wis- 
sant’s amd Pascal Bastia’s operetta 
‘La Star et Ile Champion.’ 

Andre Antoine, 84, founder of the 
French Free Theatre and former di- 
rector of the Odeon and Antoine 
Theatres, has announced his retire- 
ment. Began legit career as actor, 
later becoming Jegit and cinema 
critic for various Paris newspapers. 

Jean Rogissart has been awarded 
Prix du Roman Populiste—organized 
by Georges Duhamel— for his nove] 
‘Le Fou et la Foret’ (‘The Fire and the 
Forrest’). Already written two books 


con 


of poems and two novels, one of 
which, ‘Marvale.’ won Theophraste 
| Renaudot literary prize some year: 
ago. 


Edwige Feuillere and Pierre Rich- 
ard Wilm still drawing crowds at the 





Theatre des Arts in ‘Dame Aux 
'Camelias,’ Noel Noel starring in 
vaude show at the European, 


Georges Milton ditto at Optimistes 
jand Carette just quit singing act at 
Salle Pleyel to join Sacha Guity’s 
;new show. 


undergoing training for Army of- | 
| 


mission in June. | 

Peter MeKiegue, son of Matt 
McKiegue, is in the Officers Training 
Corps, and expects to get his com- 
mission any day. 

William Pepper, manager for 
Warners’ theatre. who recently 
joined the Royal Air Force, has been 
made a pilot officer. 

Daughter born to Mary Casson and | 
William Devlin. This makes another | 
grandehild for Dame Sybil] Thorn- 
dike and Lewis Casson. 

Ronald C. Howard. son of Leslie 
Howard, married Patricia Mary 
Horsman in London recently. He is 
serving in the Royal Navy. 

Clive Baxter inked for pilot in 
Ealing Studios’ ‘Ships With Wings.’ 
Now a juve, Baxter was one of 


| radio’s leading child players. 


named Ad- | 


Kevin Mallon is new musical direc- 
tor of the New Cross Empire. He 
hails from Australia, and hitherto 
wielded the baton at the Hammer- | 
smth Palace. 

Ken ‘Snakehips’ Johnson, colcred 
band leader recently killed in air 
raid, had a bomb fall on his apart- 
ment the same night, destroying all 
his belongings. 

Robert Donat finally inked con- 
tract with 20th-Fox’s Francis Harley 
for starring in ‘Pitt the Younger.’ 
Big budgeter goes into work as soon 
as studio is cleared. 

With two of the staff already on 
military service. Haddon Mason, 
T. Hayes Hunter’s co-director, has 
now registered for munition making 
under the Bevan act. 

‘Gone With the Wind,” which is in 
second year at Metro's Ritz, 
still doing capacity, averaging $5,600 
per week at two shows daily, with 
no sign of diminution. 

Contrary to various 
ranging from $80.000 
double, the actual 
bombs to Leicester Square 
does not exceed $15.000. 

With the departure of Sir Seymour 
Hicks for the Near East. Archie de 
Bear has returned to the govern- 
ment entertainment service to 
resume nroducing shows for it. 

S. N. Behrman donating all royal- 
ties from his ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
to the British Red Cross Over 
$5.000 rolled in from the provincial 
tour before its London premiere. 

Leslie Maedonnell has piece in the 
new Ernest C. Rolls revue, which 
stars Jennie Benson and George Gee 
nd has 12 weeks’ route on Moss Em- 
yires and General Theatres Corp. 

Frances Dai got Cole Porter’ 
okav to sing three of his numbers 
in ‘Black Vanities.’ the new George 
Bleck show at Victoria Palace, in 
which she’s starring with Flanagan 
and Allen 
Lionel! 
dk 


its is 


estimates 
to almost 
damage done by 
theatre 


T 
i 


dealer 


veteran film 
ing special government work 
while his wife is in the Cer 
office. Peter. their son. formerly 
the sales steff of United Artists, 
jo'red the Navy. 

" Gainsborough Pictures has lent 
Marcel Varrel to direct first picture 
George Formby making for Co- 
lumbia. which goes into production 
first week in August and is due for 
delivery in November 

Richard Green. new in the Officers 
Training Corps, has been inundated 
with offers to make films, with mili- 
tarv authorities likely to grant him 
leave to make one film at least due 
to acute shortage of stars. 

Metro's loce! head, Sam Eckman, 
Jr.. closed deal with newly formed 
John Corficld Film Productions for 
nix dealing with evacuation of Paris. 
which is to be vroduced by Walter 
Mvcroft. Clive Broek will star. 

Harrv Watt who directed the two 
i Quentin Reynolds shorts, gets first! 


Bonas 
ic 
ISO! . 
on 


has 


1< 


finish the run of play in West End 
before donning khaki. 

Michael Powell’s ‘49th Parallel’ 
sent an SOS to Gerry Wilmot, an- 
nouncer with Canadian Brocdceasting 
Corp. on this side, when film was 
ready to shoot Canadian radio se- 
qenuces. Wilmot drew a bit part in 
the film and brought along most of 
his fellow spielers for work in the 
montage. 

Gainsboro provided variety per- 
formers with a bonanza week re- 
cently when inking Issy Bonn, Lily 
Morris, Kathleen Harrison and others 
for spots in current ‘Ay Thang Yow.’ 
Felix Aylmer, Wally Patch, and 
Phy'!tis Morris drew support roles. 
Femine load went to Roberta Huby 
after * only other film start. Ac- 
tress nas been in West End revues. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravette 


ic 








Spanish Academy prized Francisco 
de Cossio’s novel ‘Manolo.’ 

Annual Seville Fair handicapped 
by lack of electric light bulbs. 

Solar plexus blow struck film and 
legit b.o. due to typhus epidemic. 

Maria Guerrero legit closed for 
season due to lack of b.o. receipts. 

Maurice English, former Chicago 
Tribune correspondent in Madrid, 
returned to States. 

Cifesa just signed working agree- 
ment with Italian firm Scalera for 
joint production and distribution. 

Easter Week found Madrid aban- 
doned by Madrilenos in favor of 
Seville and Malaga and other points 
south. 

Presently on lot: ‘Escuadrilla.’ 
‘Polizon a Bordo.” ‘La Dancella de la 
Duquesa,” ‘Alas de Pax,’ and ‘Por Un 
Amor.’ 

Lopez Rubio just completed film 
adaptation of ‘Pepe Romero.’ Miguel 


Ligero and Jesus Tordesillas have 
top roles. 
Jose Fernandez de Villar. noted 


dramatist who specialized in ironic 
plays about Spanish aristoeracy, died 
after long illness. 

Spain’s No. 1 actress, Imperio 
Argentina, has just finished “Tosea’ 
in Rome and is due to return to 
Madrid for short rest. 

UFA documentary, ‘Victory of the 


West,’ showing Germany's victory 
over the French army, has been re- 
leased at the Imperia!. 

Bullfighting season got off to 


official start with big charity event 
for Santander victims. with all fight- 
ers offering services free. 

Blanea Silos just finished first pic. 


‘Flora y Mariana,’ produced by 
Soriano films, directed by Jose 
Bosch, with Andre Barrevre at 
camera 

Spaniards who listen to German 
radio news programs now hear the 
striking of gong for each British 
ship reportedly sunk by the 
Germans. 

Restaurants much more ecareful 


about adhering to government's stop- 
serving regulations at 2:30 and 9:30 
p.m. since authorities have been 
clamping down with many, heavy 
fines. 

Vendors, dolled up in neat brown 
uniforms with inscription ‘Prensa 
Alemana,’ now going around pedd! ing 


German newspapers, including the 
‘Pariser Zeitung,’ in restaurants and 
cafes. 

The life of Chopin to be done by 
Juan de Orduna in pic with exterior: 
1t Palma de Matllorea. Film entitled 
Isla de Oro’ (‘The Golden Isle’) v 
have Carlos Munoz as the Polis 
composer 

Lyle Wilson UP Washington 
bureau manager, J. Alex Morris 
New York cable editor for UP. and 
Fred Oeschner, UP bureau manager 
in Berlin. through Madrid en route 
to New York. 

Cifesa Films has started ‘Su 
Hermano v El’ in Barcelona wth 
Antonio Vico. Blanca de_ Silos. 
Manuel Luna. Scenario by Edouardo 
Marquina and piloted by brother 


Luis Marquina. 

Spaniards may no longer work for 
foreign agencies and newspapers, ac- 
cording to new decree issued by 
government. For moment will toler- 
ate their continuing to work but may 


ask them to quit at any moment 
without any explanations. 

Josita Hernan and Jesus Torde- 
sillas have been voted the best 
Spanish stars for 1940 by the Na- 
tional Film Syndicate. which has 
official standing. ‘La Dolores’ was 
rated the best film of the year. 


Cifesa the most active Spanish pro- 
ducers, Eusebio Fernandez Ardavin | 
the best director and Rafae) Gil the | 
best seenarist. i 


liver Hardy was sued for $21.625 
back alimony by his former wife. 

William Keighley returned from 
a six-week vacation in New York. 

Bela Lugosi trained for Chieago to 
open a series of stage appearances. 

Garson Kanin is raising a beard 
for reasons known only to himself. 

Gilbert Wilson, actor husband of 
Elsie Janis, inducted into the Army. 

William Bishop, Canadian Ajir 
Marshal, was a guest on the Warner 
lot. 

William Dmudlev in town for his 
film debut after 20 years on Broad- 
way. 

Harry Fried joined the Al Kings- 
ton agency to handle writers and 
stories. 


Bunny Hartley, film plaver. recov- 
ering from overdose of sleeping 
| tablets. 
| Howard Herty, formerly in the 
| Metro flackery, opened his own 
| agency. 

Walt Disney awarded scroll of 


/honor by Iluminating Engineering 
Society. 

James Gordon. president of the 
Masquers, hospitalized with a throat 
infection. 

Spyros Skouras to Denver and 
New Orleans on his way back to 
New York. 
| Larry Darmour returned from two 
weeks of huddles at the Columbia 
home office. 

Harry Cohn returned from a hud- 
dle with the Columbia home office 
in New York. 

Stanley Rose checked 
David Diamond agency 
story material. 

Harold Melniker checked out of 
Central Casting to join the army at 
Fort MacArthur. 

Edwin Silverman, head of Chicago 
Essaness theatre chain, giving the 
studios a gander. 

Tedwell Chapman, playwright. re- 
covering from pneumonia in Santa 
Monica hospital. 

Bobby North hosted Sam Kahl, 
Chicago vaude operator, at the Hill- 
erest Country Club. 

William Melniker in from New 
York to confer with Metro execs 
about foreign releases. 

William A. Seully arrived from 
New York for seles huddles with 
Universal studio execs. 

dack Townley back at his Republie 
writing job after 10 days in the hos- 
pital with a throat ailment. 

Irving Berlin and Mark Sandrich 
| out on the desert collaborating on a 
new musical for Paramount. 

Anna Sten made an out-of-court 
settlement of her $4.500 breach-of- 
| contraet suit against Republic. 

Susanna Foster Chicaro’s sing- 
ing guest for the ‘I Am an Ameriean 
Davy’ celebration at Soldiers’ Field. 

Billy SmalJbank, property man for 
Harry Sherman Productions, was 
seriously burned by explodine flares. 

John Balaban and Oscar Morgan, 
Paramount execs, are in town on a 
combined business and vacation trip. 

Arnold Pressburger in from New 
York with Albert de Courville, Brit- 
ish di.ector, to film ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture’ for United Artists release 

Warners shifted Sam Clark from 
the studio flackery to handle picture 
exploitation under supervision of 
Henry Herbel, western distriet man- 
ager 

Willis Goldbeck and Harry Ruskin 
move to Baltimore May 15 to gather 
surgical data at the Johns Hopkins 
hospital for future Dr. Kildare pic- 


Erico 


in at the 
to handle 


iS 


Verissimo 
after 


sailed for South 
America three months of in 
specting the U. S. A. in general and 
Hollywood im particular for a Latin- 
Amcrican book 

Joe Collum, casting director for the 
Charles Chaplin picture, ‘The Great 
Dictator,’ was arrested in Culver 
City charged with issuing five werth- 
less ehecks totaling $200 


Mi fi 
By Les Rees 
Charmaine is current Alvin guest 
star. 


Jerry Blaine’s orchestra into the 
Hotel -Lowry. 
Roy Slentz, Gopher manager. re- 


covered from flu and b: 
George Hamilton's 
Excelsior Park season on 

ctand 

Shakespeare’s 
University of 
offering. 

Leo Morvan in from New York to 
stage and light Wayne King shew at 
Orpheum. 

After long absence due to iliness, 


(Continued on page 71) 


ck on job 
band opened 
three-night 


‘The Tempest’ is 
Minnesota Theatre 
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OBITUARIES 


JOHN K. (JOCK) MUNRO 
John K. (Jock) Munro, 32, iden- 


, Mar predicted the World War would 
last four years and also foreto!d a 


tified with the theatre for some 10 Safe voyage for the German submar- | 
years as a playwright, author and di- | ine, Deutschland, used for cargo) 


rector, died April 22 in an Ottawa, | purposes to break the British block- 
Canada, hoSpital. Shortly before his | ade. 
death he had completed two plays, | 


| 


one of which will be presented at the Rochester, N. Y., often visited the | 
Barter summer theatre, Abingdon,| Actors Fund Home, also in Engle- 


Va., this summer, | 
A champion of summer stock, Home attended funeral services held 

Munro was a familiar figure to Saturday (26). She leaves a son, 

strawhat audiences as in recent years, Walter, and a daughter, Leona. 





| ago. 


| wood, and a group representing the! 


attack. 
During prohibition Hoff was part-| 
owner of the Piccadilly and The, 


Ship, a famous speakeasy and gam-|and later with his second, Marian | 


bling casino, respectively. Later, he 
owned the 1214 Club and the 21 Club, | 
He also had a stable of boxers and| 
was involved in a contract dispute | 
with Gene Tunney over the latter's | 
Dempsey fight in Philadelphia. Re-| 
puted to have made $5,000,000 dur- 


ling the hectic prohibition era, Hoff, 
Miss La Mar, who was born. in! 


died penniless. 

Survived by his widow and two) 
sons. His latest venture was the op- 
eration of the Village Barn, a jitter- 
bug palace, which he sold six months 





DR. RUDOLPH (RUDY) PLANK 


| ae l. 
that city on Sunday (27) of a heart | film role was in Republic’s ‘Angels | 


With Broken Wings.’ 
Deceased was a headliner in vaude 
for years with his first wife, Birdie, 


Eddy. 
shows, last being ‘Gay Paree,’ 
which he went to the Coast. 





ALTON C. EMERY 

Alton C. Emery, 56, proprietor of 
the Hope Theatre, Providence, a 
second-run house, died Wednesday | 
(23) in Providence. 

Emery’'s interest in theatre owner- | 
ship goes back more than 30 years. 
He and his brother, Burton A. Emery, | 
for many years operated Emery'’s) 
Majestic and the Emery theatre, 
Providence. In recent years de-! 
ceased devoted most of his time to) 


aes 


Fritz Kreisler 


Continued from page 2———_ 

















He appeared in many Shubert | 


confined to minor bruises. 
after | 


hands, reportedly heavily 
were not injured. 

At the age of 66 Kreisler js Still 
regarded as one of the world’s lead. 
ing violinists and is without doubt 
one of the top boxoffice draws of 
the concert field. Although two or 
three other violinists are said by 
critics to have more technical per. 
fection, Kreisler’s playing has al. 
ways had a warmth and an emo. 
tional quality that endeared him to 
audiences and technicians alike. His 
records have sold heavily for many 


His 
insured, 








he had been associated in various | 


posts with barns located in Locust 
Valley, L. I.; Stockbridge, Mass., and 
Westport, Conn. He also operated 
and directed the North Shore Play- 
ers at Marblehead, Mass., two sum- 
mers ago. 
Starting his 


care2r in Ottawa, 


Munro was active in the Little Thea- | 


tre movement there and appeared in 


local productions of ‘A Little Bit of | 


Fluff’ and ‘R. U. R.’ He also devoted 
much study to puppet entertainment. 

Among Munro's plays, ‘Best 
Dressed Woman in the World’ was 
tried out at Stockbridge in 1938 and 
the following year he presented it 
himself at Marblehead with Norma 
Terris as the lead. ‘Godey’s Lady,’ | 
written in Ottawa last year, is being | 
done by the Barter theatre this sum- | 
mer, and his other work, ‘Officers’ | 
Mess,’ is going the rounds. Both are} 
handled by the  Liebling-Wood 
agency. Former is a study of Sarah} 
Hale, editor of ‘Godey’s Lady’s 
Book,’ and the latter’s locale is the) 
Canadian border. 

Munro, who for two seasons was | 
stage manager of ‘Pride and Pre- 
judice’ both in New York and on the 
road, was the writer of nature story | 
books for children, a fact not gen- 
erally known. He was once asso- 
ciated with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra and at one time produced 
for the Harvard Dramatic Club. 

Surviving are his parents, Col. and 
Mrs. John R. Munro, and three bro- 
thers, Capt. R. R. Munro and Capt. 
E. T. Munro, both serving overseas 
with the Canadian army, and Donald 
G. Munro of Ottawa. Funeral ser- 
vices were held in Ottawa last 
Thursday (24), with burial taking 
place there, 


| 





THEODORE A. LIEBLER 


Theodore A. Liebler, 89, retired 
theatrical producer who in a Ii7- 
year partnership with George C. 
Tyler produced more than 200 plays 
and was credited with bringing Mrs. 
Patrick Campbell, Eleanor Duse and 
Rejane to the American stage, died 
April 23 at his home in Old Green- | 
wich, Conn. 

With Tyler he launched the firm 
known as Liebler & Co., in the ’90s. 


At various times such stars as Mar- | 
garet Anglin, William Faversham, 
Arnold Daly and Eleanor itobson 


appeared under his management. 

The son of a German refugee | 
who came to the United States in 
1848, Liebler was born in New York 
and was originally a lithographer. | 
However, circumstances compelled | 
his withdrawal from the business | 
and upon meeting Tyler the pair 
formed a_ theatrical partnership 
which brought forth ‘The Royal Box’ 
as their first hit. 

Other plays which the company 
presented included such successes as 
Merely Mary Ann,’ ‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
the Cabbage Patch,’ ‘Raffles,’ ‘Alias 
Jimmy Valentine,” ‘The Garden of 
Allah’ and several of George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s early plays. 

Survivng are his widow, Mildred 
and 





three sons, Theodore A. Jr 
scenarist and playwright; the Rev 
H. Baxter Liebler and M. Walther 
Liebler, an ad agency executive | 
Funeral services were held in Old 
Greenwich Friday (25). 
LEONA LA MAR 
Leona La Mar, known as ‘The 


Girl with 1,000 Eyes,’ who did a 
‘mind reading’ act a generation ago, 


died April 22 at her home in Engle-! tion now defunct, went on the air on | was 
wood, N. J. The widow of Walter | May 1, 1924, and broadcast the first | 
Shannon, who assisted her in her | '@dio program to originate in Canada. | 


routine, she left the stage in 1930 
upon her husband’s death. 

Forming the act in 1910, Miss 
La Mar was a name in vaude for 
more than 20 years. Though the 
turn was similar to many others in 
her line, she never failed to mystify 
audiences. Her assistant walked 
through the house soliciting ques- 
tions whispered to him. 

Question and the- answer were 
spoken by Miss La Mar, blindfolded. 
on the stage. If cueing was done, 
the act had perfected an excellent 
system, for the public invariably 
failed to notice any. While at the 
Colonial, N. Y., in 1917, Miss La 


i hours before his deaitii. 


| ‘The 
| ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ and ‘O’Malley 


FORD FENIMORE 


Ford Fenimore, veteran legit actor 


whose last appearance was in a pro- 

| duction of ‘Behind the Mask’ in 1922, 
died April 20 at Sellers Sanatorium, 
| El Paso, Texas, where he was under 
the care of the Actors’ Fund of 
America. He had been ill for many 
| years with tuberculosis. 

Fenimore, who was active in Phila- 
delphia and Cincinnati stock com-) 
panies from 1900 to 1908, also played 
in dramatic sketches in vaudeville 
and pictures. For a time he was 
with the Fox Stock Company at the 
Academy of Music, N. Y., and ap- 
peared in ‘Aviator’ under the man- 
agement of Cohan and Harris. 
Among the stars with whom he ap- 
peared in legit were Robert Edeson, 
Edmund Breese, Blanche Bates, Rob- 
ert Mantell and Otis Skinner. He 
appeared in early D. W. Griffiths 
film productions. 

He leaves his widow, Dorothy 
Armstrong, a former actress, and 





His family name was Ford Fenimore) 
Hoft. Funeral services and burial | 
took place in El Paso under the 
auspices of the Fund. 





STANLEY FIELDS 
Stanley Fields, 57, vaudeville, stage | 


}and screen actor, died April 23 in 


Hollywood, following a heart attack. 
He was preparing to report for work 
in ‘Lady Scarface’ at RKO a few 


Born Walter Agnew, in Allegheny, | 
Pa., Fields broke into show business 
as a singer in one of George M. 
Cohan’s musicals on Broadway. After 
a stretch of vaude and legit, he! 
turned to pictures 12 years ago. In| 
his stage days he was a partner of | 
Frank Fay (and Fields). 

Among his recent film appearances 
were ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ and ‘The Lady | 
From Cheyenne.’ Other films in} 
which he appeared were ‘Hook, Line | 
and Sinker,’ ‘The Border. Legion,’ | 


|*‘Mammy,’ ‘Ladies Love’ Brutes,’| 
‘Manslaughter,’ ‘The Street of 


Chance,’ ‘Cimmaron,’ ‘Little Caesar,’ 
Dove,’ ‘Traveling ~Husbands,’ | 


of the Mounted.’ 
Surviving is his widow. 





THURSTON T. LEWIS 
Thurston TT. Lewis, 56, former 
member of B. A. Rolfe’s orchestra, | 
who also cppeared in vaude on the 
Keith circuit, died of pneumonia 
April 17 in a Watertown, N.Y., hos- 
pital. In failing health, he had| 
slashed his wrists the day preceding | 
his death and pneumonia developed. | 
As a cornet soloist Lewis played 


| with the Watertown opera house or- 


chestra. in his youth. 

In recent years he had been chief- 
ly identified with Watertown attivi- 
ties as bandmaster for the local high 
| school and a teacher of music. With 
| his wife he had also conducted a 


musical instrument and costumer’s 
shop in Watertown. 

Besides his widow, he leaves a 
daughter. 





ROBERT H. COMBS 


Robert H. Combs, president of the 
| Prest-O-Lite Storage Battery Co, of 
}Canada and pioneer in radio re- 
|search, died in Toronto April 25. 
Founder of the Toronto Radio Re- 
search Society, it was largely through 
his efforts that CHNC, Toronto sta- 


A native of St. Louis, Combs was 
| credited with heing the first staff 


| photographer to be employed as such | 


y an American newspaper. With 
the old St. Louis Star in that post, he 
later studied radio, and at the time 
of the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion established contact between the 
fair grounds and the Star office with 
_ the aid of Lee de Forest, radio pio- 
neer. 





MAX (BOO-BOO) HOFF 

| Max (Boo-Boo) Hoff, widely known | 
Philadeiphia sporting figure and one- 
; time proprietor of several Philadel- | 
phia night clubs, died-at his home in! 


Dr. Rudolph (Rudy) Plank, 41, X- 
ray specialist witn the Will Roge-s 
|Memorial hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., who was an intimate of many 
of the actors’ colony there, drowned 
in Upper Saranac Lake April 22. 
Plank’s body was found floating near 


| his lakefront camp. According to a 
death was | 


coroner's investigation, 
accidental. 

Practicing for 20 years in Saranac, 
Plank was associated with the old 
NVA Sanatorium prior to joining the 
Rogers Memorial Hospital. He had 
examined nearly every patient who 
was sent to the resort by the NVA 
Fund, the Jewish Theatrical Guild, 
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund and 
other theatrical welfare associations. 

Surviving are his father, a sister 
and three brothers. Burial took place 
at Paul Smith’s, N. Y. 





ARMAND J. MOREAU 
Armand J. Moreau, 45, native of 


his real estate business. 


daughters and two sons. 





HARRY VAN FOSSEN 
Harry Van _ Fossen, 60, 


| Mo., on April 22. 


doing a comedy blackface act. 
Van Fossen was with Al G. Fields, 





, and others. 


Widow survives. 
cago. 





THEODORE D. WILLIAMS 
Theodore D. Williams, 65, former 
theatre owner in Detroit, died last 
week of a heart attack at Bradenton, 
Fla. 
A great grandson of Detroit’s first 
mayor and a railroad official for 25 





Portland, Me., district manager of 26| 


| two brothers, Harry and Jess Hoft.| paramount theatre units in Vermont, | 


New Hampshire and Maine, died in 
Portland, April 22. 


Moreau first served as manager of | 


a theatre in Holyoke, Mass., later 
going to Springfield, Mass.; Arctic, | 
R. I.; Chelsea, Mass.; Waterville and| 
Bangor, Me. Later, he became per-| 
sonal representative to the late Wil-| 
liam P. Gray, general manager of} 
the Famous Players-Lasky interests | 
in New England, and when Publix| 
Theatres took over theatre opera-| 
tions, he was transferred to 
York to make a survey of theatre 
properties in the south and south- 
west. 

Survivors include his widow, two 


sons and two sisters, all of Portland. | 





CHARLES J. CHIC 


New | 


years, Williams entered show busi- 
ness later in life, at one time operat- 
ing more than six picture houses in 
Detroit. 





PETER GILLEN 

Peter (Pete) Gillen, 72, died April 
22 at Huntington, L. L., of pneumonia. 
He was sales representative for out- 
door theatrical printing 
graph firms, principally the Joseph 
H. Tooker plant. 

Well known in show circles, 
was formerly an active member of 
the Friars club. 





WILLIAM NOONAN 
William Noonan, makeup artist, 
died April 25, following > heart at- 


in Hollywood. 
Shortly before his death he had 





Charles J. Chic, 49, production| 
manager at Metro, died April 26, by 
carbon monoxide gas in his car near 
his home in Beverly Hills, Cali. Po- 
lice called it suicide. 


helped to prepare 300 extras for 
work before the cameras in the Alex-| 
ander Korda picture, ‘Illusions.’ 





JACOB FABIAN 





Chie entered the film business in 
1918 as a property man with Uni-| 
versal. Later, he became an assist- 
ant director, working with William 
Duncan, W. S. Van Dyke and others. 


Moving to Metro in 1927, he was as-| 


sistant to Edward Sedgwick and King 
Baggot and was assigned as assistant 
to J. J. Cohn, general production 
manager, until four years ago, when 


Cohn moved out as a producer and} 


Chic took over the department. He 


had recently been ill. 





EARL K. JEFFERY 


Earl K. Jeffery, 23, for the past 
five years an announcer at CJLS, 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, and who had 
| been the youngest regular announcer 
in local radio, died after a kidney 
operation. 
| Jeffery had been director of a 
| weekly children’s hour known as 
| ‘Uncle Earl’s’ program for two years. 
A third affiliation with CJLS was as 
control operator. He had been on a 
sick leave for five weeks. Recov- 
ering, apparently, a 
death in three hours. 
parents and a sister. 


Surviving are 


ARTHUR BENJAMIN 

| Arthur Benjamin, 78, pioneer in 
the motion picture business, open- 
ing the Bijour theatre, Andover, O., 
in 1907, and six years later oper- 
ating the old Republic theatre, Con- 
| neaut, O., died April 21 at Ashtabula, 
O., after a two-year illness. He 
former mayor of Andover. 

The electric lights in the Bijour 
| were the first used in Andover. 





BEN D. WILSON 
Ben D. Wilson, 62, former bigtime 


vaudeville performer and later a the-| 


atre operator, died of heart attack | 


in Fort Worth, Texas, April 23. 

In recent years Wilson operated a 
Fort Worth stock company and did! 
some radio work, taking the lead in 


|a program, ‘Uncle Benny’s History 


of Texas.’ 





EDDIE CONRAD 
Eddie Conrad, 50, former vaude 
and legit comic, but in pictures for | 
the past 10 years, died suddenly of a/| 
heart attack in Los Angeles. His last | 





relapse caused | 


Jacob Fabian, 75, died April 24 in 


| New York from a heart attack. Sur- 


viving are isis widow, a son, Si 
Fabian, president of the Fabian The-| 
atres Corp. and Mrs. Samuel Rosen, | 
daughter. Funeral services April 27| 
| in Paterson, N. J. 

Details in Film section. 

JOHN P. PERRY | 

John P. Perry, assistant manager 
of the Lyric (Par), Minneapolis, | 
dropped dead from heart failure in 
that city. He was 37 years old. 

Before coming to the Lyric, he 





Survived by widow, brother, five’ down re 


and litho- | 


he | 


years. However, he has never made 
a radio appearance, having turned 
peated offers (he is said to 
have a standing offer of $15,000 for g 
first broadcast). Of course his records 
| have been aired. He is handled by 





former | NBC Artists Service. 
vaude performer, died in St. Joseph, | 


While best known as an artist, 


He was standard Kreisler has been a noted and pro- 
vaude performer for some 40 years,| lific composer. 


Most of his com- 
positions have been serious concert 
selections, but he also wrote the 


Honey Boy Evans, Lew Dockstadter | scores for two legit musicals, ‘Apple 
Played consistently on} Blossoms’ and ‘Sissy.’ 
the Orpheum and Pantages circuits.| those shows were used in Columbia's 
Burial in Chi-| picture ‘The King Steps Out,’ with 


Songs from 


| Grace Moore. Possibly his best 

known composition is ‘Caprice Vien- 
nois,’ a classical piece that has been 
played so much it has become vir. 
| tually a popular hit. He is a member 
| of the American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers. He was 
| wounded in action during the first 
| world war, in which he served as a 
captain in the Austrian army. 


MARRIAGES 


Harriett Haddenoff to Fausto Cur- 
belo, April 21, in Toledo, O. He's or- 
chestra leader currently at Hotel 
Statler, Detroit; she’s non-pro. 

Golde Davidson to Allan Copeland, 
in Chicago, April 5. Bride is with 
Balaban & Katz, (Chicago) press de- 








; partment; he’s with the Chicago 
| Tribune. 
Elizabeth Haider to Jean Landry 


tack in the Samuel Goldwyn studio} 


| Father 


in Regina, Sask., April 16. He’s oper- 
| ator of the Rex theatre, Regina. 
| Margaret Cadien to Frank Mce- 
| Kenna, in New York, April 19. He’s 
a reader in Metro’s eastern story de- 
partment. 

Nan Fewell to Dorrell McGowan, 
in Yuma, Ariz., April 26. He is a 
scenarist, 

Marporie Keeler to George Vieira, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Apri! 26. She 
is actress-sister of Ruby Keeler. 

Adele Daniel, to Walter S. Auer- 
bach April 20, in Columbia City, 
Ind. He is in the motion picture 
business in Chicago. 

Jane Sterling to Jack Merivale, in 
Boston. Both are stage players; he 
is the son of Philip Merivale. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cairns, son, in 
Los Angeles, April 19. Father is 
cameraman at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. William 
daughter, in New York, 
is Universal’s western 
sion manager. 








Heineman, 
April 21. 
divi- 


had been at the same company’s Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Dolan, son, 

Strand, St. Paul, and Aster, Min- April 23, in Los Angeles. Mother Is 

neapolis. | Shirley Ross, screen actress; father 
is an agent, 

| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carter, Jr., 

DOMINIC PALMA |son, in Glendale, Cal., April 21. 





Dominic Palma, 60, trumpeter for) 
| years with the San Carlo Opera Co., 
| suffered a heart attack and died April 
21 on the train en route to an engage- | 
ment at the Pabst theatre, Milwau-| 
kee. His home was in Chicago. | 





SAMUEL BLOOM 
Samuel Bloom, 53, connected with 
| the Leo Newman ticket agency, New 
| York, died April 21 in New York, 
Further details in inside legit. 
PERCY MORRIS 
Percy Morris, 62, assistant director 
| at Paramount died April 24 in Holly- 
| wood. 
Surviving are his widow and a son. 


| 





RAMONA BERGERE 
Ramona Bergere, 39, actress and 
writer, died at Glendale, Calif.., April 
26. She was the wife of Cliff 
Bergere, race driver. 











JAMES E. HARKINS 
James E. Harkins, 82, retired 
|vauder, died at Ann Arbor, Mich., 
April 21. 





Lolo Munger, 52, assistant produc- 
tion manager for Sam Goldwyn the | 
past 15 years, died April 28 in Holly- 
wood. 





Father is assistant manager of Fox 
Glendale theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Leiberman, 
son, in Pittsburgh, April 21. Father's 
manager of WB Squirrel Hill theatre 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Williams, son, 
Pittsburgh, April 22. Father chief 
announcer at WKPA, New Kensing- 
ton. 

Mr. and 
daughter, in 
Mother’s with 
on WCAE, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benny Rubin, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, April 23. Father 
is stage and radio actor. 

Dr. and Mrs. M. Sayle Taylor, 
daughter, in Hollywood, April 26. 
Father is the ‘Voice of Experience’ 
on the radio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Jennings, daugh- 
ter, in Nashville, April 21. Father 
is announcer on WSIX, Nashville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Strout, daugh- 
ter, April 19, Seattle. He’s man- 
ager of Blue Mouse theatre (Ham- 
rick-Evergreen), Seattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Gaines, son, 
in Philadelphia, April 24. Father is 


Mrs. Phil Laiterman, 
Pittsburgh, April 19. 
Sophisticated Ladies 


| leader of -band in Carroll's nitery in 


that city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gottleib, 
daughter, in Philadelphia, April 25. 


/ Father is WCAU (Philly) produc- 
James Scott, 41, former Universal | tion director. 
picture salesman and more recently Mr. and Mrs. Julian Hochfelder 


with National Screen Service, died 
April 26, at Amarillo, Texas. 





son, in Hollywood, April 21. Father 


is writer at Metro. 
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—_—— the audience joined with her in ry N ray 
singing catch lines. j 
| Act, which is drawing down $7,500 4 . 
a er for the week, runs a trifle over 15 : ts 
minutes with the pay customers evi- 
—— Continued from page 69 dently enjoying every minute of it Sherwin Not ‘Stuck’ in England Symphony Orchestra is just ending. 


Archie Zacherl, Universal salesman, | 
ark O iob. 
el on Templeton soloist with Min- 
ne.polis Symphony orchestra for 
season's final concert. 

" Twin City Variety club has sched- | 
uled dinner-dance May 3 to raise 
money for its Milk Fund. 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, re- 
orts 22 ‘Kitty Foyle’ prints work- 
jing and nary an open date until mid- 
. W. A. Steffes back from Florida in 
improved health and will spend 
summer on his northern Minnesota 
state. 

. a Field to install new cool- 
ing system and make other improve- 
ments in his Webster at Webster 

y, Ia. 
vay iP Starr, singer, and Marcya and 
Grinsett, dancers, into Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace with Del Casino’s 
orchestra. 

Eva Katzman, secretary to Moe 
Levy, 20ih-Fox district manager, to 
her home in Omaha to wed Martin 
Freund and after a three weeks 
honeymoon in east will return to job. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Clare Boothe set for Town Hall 
lecture series here next fall. 
Dancer Peggy Moran and Emerson 
Depp have set the date—Aug. 20. | 


Pop Peacock, veteran Harris cir- | 
cuit manager, on extended sick leave. 


Maurice (Duke) Moran has quit | 
Press city steff for a local AP berth. 

Don Bestor’s band has been set for | 
an early summer engagement at Bill 
Green’s. 

Harry Feinstein and Benny Amdur 
back from their three-week South | 
American cruise. 

Catholic Theatre Guild has picked 
Morna Stuart’s “Traitor’s Gate’ for 
season finale. az 

New Betty in team of Joe and 
Betty Lee is Peggy Turner, a Chi- 
cago ballerina. 

Jackie Heller’s draft broad has de- 
ferred him from 1A to 3A on ac- 
count of dependents. 

Tony Lombardo threesome out of 
Park Plaza in St. Louis to Hotel 
Schroeder in Milwaukee. 

Harvey Gaul’s Savoyards will close 
their season next week with three 
performances of ‘Iolanthe.’ 

The Ken Hoels—he's Harris circuit 
publicity chief—celebrated 15th wed- 
ding anniversary last week. 

Bishono Brothers visiting friends 
here after Miami season and expect 
draft to break up act shortly. 

Tom Wilmot, local playwright- 
actor, last-minute addition to cast of 
Plavhouse revue. ‘Lend An Far.’ 

Howard Herrick in town beating 
the drums for Dante. who plays re- 
turn engagement at Nixon May i2. 


Johnny MeGeehan, p.a., and entire | 


Disney staff at 
Washington for 


Fulton going to 
‘Fantasia’ run there. 

Johnny Harris back from Holly- | 
wood visit for Gene Autry’s rodeo 
opening at Gardens tonight (Wednes- 
dav). 

Two Pittsburgh actors, Donald 
Buka and Sanford Bickart, in N. Y. 
Experimental Theatre’s ‘Steps Lead- 
ine Up.’ 


Bandleads r Jack Peck has checked 
in at Conneaut Lake’s Sportsman’s 
Tavern for the summer _=§ season 
already. 

Janie Lee has replaced Penny 
Rogers in Tom Ball line at Nixor 
Cafe. latter going home to. get 
married 

Drew Eberson. theatre architect. 
and Frances Bayles, George White 


showgirl, took out a license to wed 
here last week. 

Cy Hungerford, Post-Gazette car- 
toonist. gets a break in March of 
Time FBI reel. One of his defense 
posters has a close-up all to itself 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


_ Mitchell Avres band moved into 
the Chase Club Friday (25) for 
three week: , 

Harry Greenman, former manager 
of the Fox and Esquire, now prez of 
a confection dispenser and_ soda 
water combo. 

Forest Park Highlands, amusement 
park here, opens season May 4, 
pant ggg * improvements be- 
ng made. Traveling b ri lay 
in the ballroom. ee en oe 

‘Water Follies of 1941” featuring 
stars of the New York and San 
Francisco Fair ‘Aquacades,’ will play 
a five-night engagement at the 
Arena staiting May 7. 

George Wiegand. assistant treas- 
urer of the St. Louis Amus. Co 
rounding up members of the local 
Variety Club for trek to annual con- 
clave at Atlantic City, May 15-17. 

Philadelphia symph orch, under 
baton of Eugene Ormandy, made p.a. 
at opera house in the municipal 
auditorium last night (Tuesday). It 
was the final event of the season 
sponsored by the Civic Music League. 

Club Plantation. featuring all-sepia 
shows, shutters for the season May 
3. Tonv Scarpelli. owner-mandager, 
will operate the Peter Rabbit Farm. 


an eatery on U. S. Highway 66, 25 
miles west of St. Louis during the 
summer. 

‘The Wreckers,’ a one-act play by 
Robert Schulman and produced by 
Hans Kolmar, scored in presentation 
at Little Theatre. ‘A Day At Home,’ 
by J. R. Clemens, and ‘Datura,’ by 
Kelly Yeaton, other one act-pieces 
also presented. 

‘Fresh Fields’ currently at Little 
theatre. Gordon Carter is directing 
cast composed of Emily Coleman, 
Johnny Ajikin, Katherine Maze, 
Harry Gibbs, Majory Tilton, Alan 
Green, Lucile Williamson, Corinne 
McLuhan and Charles Barnhart. 

Town Square theatre, strawatter 
operating on the roof of a West End 
office building, will present ‘Forbid- 


den Fruit,’ ‘Box Score Final,’ ‘George | 


Washington Slept Here.” ‘A Slight 


Case of Murder’ and ‘When We Are | 


Married’ during the forthcoming 


season. 
Memphis 


By Marry Martin 





Ben Cohn passing through toward 
Hollywood. 

Russ Fachine and Norman Stepp, 
MCA biggies, huddle here. 


Bing Crosby checked $25 to Gailor 
HaJl, miniature local Boys Town. 

Joe Venuti tabbed for West Ten- 
nessee Strawberry Festival Ball 


M. A. Lightman, Jr., back from 
honeymoon. Married Jean Sands in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Isham Jones band nabs opening 
engagement at Peabody’s Plantation 
Roof May 16. 

Shep Fields to play for mammoth 
Cotton Carnival Ball at Ellis Audi- 
torium May 17. 

High school kiddies here going 
heavy for making own movies. 
Mellers are faved. 

Ray De Carlo, of the Chatterbox 
in Jersey, a visitor en route Hot 
Springs homeward. 

Variety Club gave moonlight boat- 
ride on pleasure steamer Capito] 
Monday night (28). 

Vacancy in Little Theatre director- 
ship created by Talbot Pearson’s 
resignation still unfilled. 

Frances Greer, Philly opera prima 
donna, to guest solo with Memphis 
Symphony at season’s finale May 6. 

Metro’s Frank Willingham home 
from hospital following auto acci- 
dent. Three ribs broken and other 
iniuries. 

Bob Kilgore, Loew’s Palace man- 
ager, and Bart Mallory of Metro ex- 
change off via motor to Denver 
vacation. 


| May 8. 
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EMBASSY, N. Y. 








versal’s graphic report of the huge 


havoc caused by Mexico’s recent 
earthquake. 

This week’s collection is exception- 
ally loaded with’ glimpses of at- 
tractive faces and figures. They pile 
out of beauty parades, fashion 
modeling. swimming exhibitions and 
local queen-dubbing events. Tw 
weddings are also included, one of 
James Roosevelt (Fox) and the other 


of Deanna Durbin (Par). Odec. 


CHINESE, H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Cal., April 23. 
Curmen Miranda, Banda Da Lua 
orch; ‘Topper Returns’ (UA). 





Grauman’s Chinese theatre, for 
vears the ace presentation house in 
Hollywood, but which has been de- 
voted to a day-date straight picture 


policy with Loew’s State for some 
time with only an occasional diver- 
sion, has again lighted its stage for 
a one-week booking of Carmen 
Miranda and her South American 
orch. This is the Brazilian comedi- 
enne’s second Coast stage appear- 
ance, she having only recently 
played a week at the Golden Gate 
theatre, San Francisco. A week at 
the downtown Paramount theatre, 


starting May 8, follows. 

Act opens with a brief announce- 
ment following which the orchestra 
of six, all playing typica] South 
American instruments, breaks into 
a brief 
Senorita. Miranda, garbed in gay 
colors and displaying no nervous- 
ness whatever at her first face-to- 
face meeting with a Hollywood mob. 

She warbles in rapid succession 
songs that have been identified with 
her in screen work, including ‘My 
Girl’ and several numbers from her 
recent 20th-Fox picture, ‘That Night 
in * Rio.’ Orch accompanies her 
throughout and players frequently 
join in the refrain. 

Miss Miranda is chockful of dash 
and vigor and seldom stops the 
vibrations of her body while on 
view. Her numbers are delivered in 
a strong Latin accent, but the spec- 
tators out front enjoyed her offer- 
immensely. For one number, 
‘Down Argentine Way, persons in 


nos 
Ings 


at today’s (23) initialer. It’s a nov- 


elty turn in every respect and will 


do smash biz for the 
booking. 


seven days 


Edwa. 





worked out 
minor details 


to make a minin-:a 
year starring himself with the op-| 


declared that 
necessary to go to banks as he har. 


introduction to bring on | 





Cantor’s UA Deal | 


Continued frem page 55 











der terms of a deal now 
in New York. Only 
remain to be nego- 
tiated between UA’s and Cantor's 
attorneys and it expected the 
pact will be signatured shortly. 
Contract is for three years, Cantor 
of one film a 


being 


is 


tion of two additional pictures each 
12 months, with or without him. 

Cantor has no yarn for his first, 
but it will be a big musical on the 
order of those in which he appeared 
for Samuel Goldwyn. Comic aims 
to give himself big mame star sup- 
port. He expects to get into pro- 
duction around July 15 and have 
the first picture ready for release 
around Christmas. 

Although UA is understood will- 
ing to aid in financing, Cantor said 
Monday (28) that he is prepared 
to provide all the coin himself. He 
it won't even be 


personal friends anxious to invest. 
Cantor will get sole producer 
credit on the films, having no as- 
sociates in that aspect. Negotia- 
tions with UA were started less than 
10 days ago and have progressed 
rapidly. Arthur Kelly, UA v.p. in 
charge of distribution, was conduct- 
ing the talks until] he left for the | 
Coast over the weekend. Details | 
are now being worked out between 
Cantor’s attorney, Joe Ross, who 
came in from the Coast, and Dennir 
F. and Paul O’Brien, of O’Brien. | 
Driscoll & Raftery, UA’s attorneys. 


| Bills Next Week 
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Yacht Club Union Gril | 
Archie Tarshis Ore Art Yagrello 
Belle Baker Wrark Natale 
premelge Mike Sandretto | 
| Jerry ergen | 
Vill 
Jackie Heller m2 oe 
; Etzi ovato re | 
| Joe & Betty Lee Mark Lane 
Shirley Heller | Billy Johnson 
Skv-Vue ie Sane ae 
, |Franveis & Gray 
Mickey Rosas Ore | Berton’s Birds 
Sky Pilots 4 Jerks 
Beachcomber Hotel Gardner 
Nye Mavhew Orc Rurt Shaw 
Sandro D'Arnez Ore Evalyn Harvey 


Gil Phelan Hotel Lafayette 


|Dave Forman 

Paulens Noblemen 

Eleanor Tieman Jerry Selisbury 
Ramon Talavera 1D Hetel Lenox 
Dolores del Carmen (Blue Train) 

Blinstrub‘s Johnny Field Ore 

Karl Rohde Orc Deone Parrish 
30yd Heathen Hotel Somerset 


a lobas 


{Balinese Koom) 
Ruthania & M’leoln 


. Harry Marshard 0 
Casa Manana Johnny Turnbull 
Lou Car L€ 4 Ore Hotel Statler 
Devid Bailentine (Terrace Room) 
Johnny McAtteer : . M 
Al White Spee ] geal 
“< es oe Marilyn puke 
Magi Flyers Zizey Talent 
Fitz & Carol . y : 
. ~ ut al c 
Casa LE é a ba 
asa Manana Gils Rebbe Sichaie 
Club Mayfair 
- (Cafe Rouge) 
Ranns Weeks Orc Cots Cas , oO 
Bernie Bennett O Seiad tse ot detour eens 
Deunis Sis Hotel Westminster 
Gale ¢ (Blue Koom) 
Archie Robbir Jim: McHale Ore 
Club Vanity Fair Trop'l Serenaders O 
; Harry Drake Rev 
Kat Nira Orc oe . 
Stel a Ra Judith Lawton 
ee, ae DeSylvas 
aur: y oe ww 
Bob Stacey Estelle Shevlin 
Ann Gorham hen 
Coceanut Greve Billy Mack Ore 
22 oward 
Mickey Alpert Ore | Huss Howard 
Don Rice Ore _ os < arme cita 
- * Baste . Isha Kowa 
George Rand Rev Elaing i aa 
Clain lo 
Bernie Fazioli sipopanaae: 
Hilly Paine Latin Quarter 
Nancy Gay Ton Bruno Orc 
Mertha Burke Don Dudley Orc 
Yvonne York _ Harry Spear 
Edward & M Nolan’ Moore Revel 
Large & Morgner 2 Chords 
Hassan, 2d Audrey Palmer 
(Melody Lounge) Latin Ballet 
Rita Coughlir Radio Herb Lewis 
Newell Steger Meuben's 


(Vienn ») 
Crawtord House a Koom) 


Ray Collins Orc La w Vu hgre= Orc 
Bally Keith r+ Abt 
Ann Beebe . ni & (4 ue 
; ©e€ (ia y 
Lew York Tove Co ° 
Wee Wille Dee Nick & V Collins 
lex A Hounds Dorothy Deering 
Milton George Or The Cave 
Hi-Hat Ralph Porras Or 
Pete Herman Orc Je ck Fieher 
Lucille Grey Tamara lorive 
Frank Petty Doris Abbott 


Hotel Bradford Jacqueline Hurley 


Howards 


(Cireus Room} | Mario & Gloria 
Muriel Welch Tie Toe 
Kunkie & Lambert Eirnie Bel! Ore 

Hotel Brun-wick Ben Ford Rev 
(Bermuda Terrace) foanny © an 
Dick Stabile E.var & Kitty 
Hotel Copley Piaza 5); ; 


(Sheraton Koom } 
Stuart Fri Ore 


Hotel Fssex 


ie af f 
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Jack Manning Johnny Andrews 
Al Lewis est 
Victor Donato Paul Duke 
Ade Core Lew S& n 
Rita Hendersor ‘ Love 
Raves f \da 
ble r Wald \ d Want Cl 
= - edlitinensk 


London 
Editor, VARIETY 
I should like to correct an impres- 
sion that has undoubtedly 
ated by an article print 
in it was stated 
stuck in England. 


been cre- 
1 in VARIETY 

which that I was 
Please let me explain 
to England in August of 


when I came 


1938 it was 
with every intention of remaining 
here. Neither Great Britain's entry 


into the War, nor the ensuing aerial 
blitzkrieg deterred me for one soli- 
tary moment from my determination 
to continue to make my career in 
this country, which, by the way has 
treated me exceedingly well. 

1 should like to amplify this by 
stating that I am an active member 
of the Performing Rights Society 


(the British ASCAP), and am con- 
English 


tracted to the well-known 
music publishers, Francis, Day & 
Hunter, Ltd., until the middle of 1944. 

Moreover, I have a successful mu- 
sical show 
now playing all over the provinces, 
and a contract for two future musi- 
cals to be launched in the West End 
by the well-known London producer, 
Firth Shephard. Does this imply that 
I am ‘stuck’ in England against my 
will? 

In conclusion, 1 want to make it 
| clear that although I have had a num- 
ber of opportunities to leave England 
before and since hostilities com- 
menced, it has never once occurred 
to me to quit the country, nor have 
I any intention of doing so when 
hostilities cease. I have decided to 
make my home here. 

Thanking you very much, 

Manning Sherwin. 


Wants Buffalo Bill Memevios 
Cody, Wyo. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Would you help us in collecting 
old Buffalo Bill Wild West material? 
Our museum at Cody, Wyo., will 
open a special exhibition room this 


|summer of a‘l possible relics con- 


nected with Uncle Will’s show. 
visitors heve made 


Our 
such demands. 


| And, naturally, the colonel’s friends 


and admirer’s are going and the 


relics being scattered. 


We would welcome _ anything 
whatsoever that tells the story of the 
show, posters, clippings, programs, 
pictures. The articles may be a gift 
or aloan. The giver’s name will be 


| attached and the history shown. 


I am Col. Cody’s niece and was 


| his press agent four years, two here, 


i\two abroad, with the show; then his 
| personal publicity director until his 
death 

| The Buffalo Bil] Museum was 
started as a Siate of Wyoming trib- 
ute 

Thank you for any help. 
Mary Jester Allen. 


Frank Tilley Protests 
London 
Editor, VARIETY 

In re Ed Wynn’s squelch, boxed on 
P. 3, Feb. 26 Variety, just arrived 
here—nerts! 

Priority to T. E. Dunville, English 
star comie who suicided. He pulled 
this one on a heckler 35 years ago 
I heard him. 

And Little Tich did the exit line— 
‘Is this a competition?’—under simi- 
lar circumstances, in case any 1941 
| ‘veteran’ works that as a new one. 
| Disregards, 

Frank Tilley. 
(Ex-Variety Mugg, now with Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Ass’n of 
Great Britain and Ireland.) 

[The ‘box’ referred to, captioned 
‘Wynn's Squelcher,’ follows: ‘Gra- 
ham McNamee attended a perform- 
ance of ‘Boys and Giris Together’ at 
the Broad! N. Y., last week, be- 
ing seated well down front. Ed 
Wynn greeted him from the stage 
which was the cue for someone in 
the balcony to start riding McNamee. 
Wynn promptly stopped the heckler 
by saying: 

‘Just a minute; one fool at a time,’ 
pointing to himself. One of the 
comedian’s top successes was ‘The 
Perfect Fool.’-—Ed.]} 

‘Smartly Discriminating’ 
Minneapolis. 


D2 ow ryes dhurst. 


Editor; VARIETY: 
Under a Minneapolis date of April 


15, VARIETY carried this statement: 
‘$1.50 scale (is) a deterrent in thi 
none too prosperous town where 


> 


they have to inch pennies. 
This season the Ice Follies with a 

$2.25 top, played 16 performances to 

| virtual capacity. ith 5,500 

| capacity, and drew about $100,000. 


the Minneapolis 


“+t c 
seating 


| Another serson of 


3; Season 


starring Leslie Henson, 


seat sale of 3,000. House 
scaled up to $3.30. The maintenance 
of the orchestra costs about $250,000 
annually. 

The Lunts played four performs 
ances at $3.30 top and sold out. Hep- 


burn did $15,000 at $3.30 top. Ger- 
trude Lawrence and Bankhead 
played to $2.75 top, drew $9,000 and 
$8,000, respectively. 

The University of Minnesota foot- 
ball team draws overflow crowds to 
a 55,000-seat stadium with a $2.75 


top. 

This year’s Minneapolis Aguaten- 
nial will cost $250,000. Last year 
62,000 people bought buttons at $1 
each to help finance it. 

Maybe Minneapolis, with just un- 
der half a million population, instead 
of pinching pennies, is rather smarte 
ly discriminating. 

George H. Adams. 
(Executive Editor, Tribune 
Newspapers) 


Faith Bacon’s Flash 


San Francisco. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Noting your many references to 
Ann Corio and her May 9 engage- 
ment at the Oriental, may I ask why 
you overlooked me? I have an April 
18 contract with the Oriental which 
I am cancelling for the reason that 
I am to be featured at Joe Tenner’s 
‘Stairway to the Stars, theatre-res- 
taurant for which you have men- 
tioned both Gypsy Rose Lee and 
Sally Rand, neither of whom is ap- 
pearing there when it opens. I am 
now in rehearsal for the May 14 
opening and have a month’s contract 
with a ‘elimbing scale’ of one-third 
of salary increase with each option 
taken up. 

‘Also had to cancel May 2 date at 
Fay’s, Philadelphia, where I had 
guarantee and percentage deal. 

F. B. I. (Faith Bacon, Inc.) would 
also like it known that she is not in 
bankruptcy, but rather insolvent! 

Thank you, 


Faith Bacon, 














Mexico Trek | 


Continued from page 3 








piaydates during the Mexico festival 
was thrown open to all U. S. distrib- 
utors, the larger companies which 
generally claim priority on holiday 
playdates were particularly irked. 
They paid the bigger share of the 
freight for this junket and then 
lost out at the boxoffice, it has been 
hinted. 

Another angie thet did not go over 
too well is the fact that the trek 
was held on one of the big Mexican 
holidays. So that where theatres 
might usually count on big grosses, 
they suffered because _ virtually 
everybody was cuffing a free show 
of screen personalities. 

Additionally, another touchy spot 
has developed with the yen to build 
Latin-Americzn goodwill. Underrtood 
that all picture people have 
been cautioned about waxing too en- 


thusiastic about the different Latin- 
American countries whenever a 
South American or Centre] Amer- 
can personality visits the VU. S. 
The old stock phrase of some film 
personages: ‘I like your country 
and I’m going to visit it soon’ has 
been placed on the taboo list. Now, 
more than ever, such promises are 


remembered. 





Ross’ Pianos 


Centinued from page 2- 


, Seana 
up to his third floor dressing room, 
where he could pound away without 
disturbing anyone. 

Just aS movers were making the 
hift ‘ econd crew arrived in 
the stage alley with a second piano, 
which Ross’ piano teacher had sent 
him as a surprise. While the two 
gangs of movers were arguing with 


the stage doorman, the property man 


and assorted hangers-on and idly 
curious, a representative of a piano 
company joined the group. He 


wanted to know where to deliver the 
piano that one of Ross’ friend i 


naa 


arranged to get him as a present, also 
D urpris¢ 
When Re yt to the theatre there 
re ti pianos, two crews of move 
é id a piano company representae 
tive waiting for him. He frenziedly 
arranved for one of the instrun ts 
to be put in his dressing room, ywne 
to be stowed in the corner of the 
stage and the third to be declined, 
thanks and a ith of lef 
2 - 
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SMOOTH SOFT'SKIN'S 
IMPORTANT! | HAVE 
TO FACE CLOSE-UP$ 
ON THE SCREEN — 
AT HOME, TOO! 


arr 
ee, 





Costly Perfume! 
Pure! 
ACTIVE lather! 












MY LUX SOAP 
ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIALS. FIRST 
PAT THE LATHER 
LIGHTLY IN 


THEN RINSE WITH 
WARM WATER — 
A DASH OF COOL 










WITH 
LIGHT, QUICK PATS. 
YOUR SKIN FEELS 
SMOOTHER —LOOKS 7 

: FRESHER! 
: 










were 


Try ACTIVE-LATHER 


in the re FACIALS for 30 days— 
20th Century-Fox e . ee » 
iaisiieiilinds -‘Lovely skin wins and holds romance, 


says this lovely star, and shows you 
how to give your skin Hollywood 


beauty care right in your own home! 


1 * ae 3 (j j . : These facials are easy to take. They 
A s ee 
Dreadeast 


dirt, stale cosmetics—leave skin feeling 
soft—smooth. Try this gentle care! 


TT i aa ace a 
me OS Gh eer 5 


























